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Account o/* Peter III. — He ii appointed great^ 
duke by the emprefs Elizabeth. — Efpoufes the 
princefs of Anhalt Zerbft. — Difcontented. — 
Refides at OnxiitTAanrtx. — ConJiruSts afor- 
trefs. — Difciplines the garrifon. — Intrigues 
Vol. in. B ' to 



Z TRAVELS INTO RUSSIA. B. 5. 

to excludt him from the facceffion. — Defeated. 
— Death of Elizabeth, — AcceJJion ^ Peter. 
— His rage for reformation. — Irritates by his 
imprudent conduSi the clergy j the armyy and 
the nobles.— His enthufiajiic admiration of the 
king of Praffia carried to a moji ridiculous ex-- 
cefs. — His inconfijient behaviour to his confort 
Catharine. — Her great abilities y prudent cori- 
duSly and popularity. — Untreated by the em-- 
peror. — In danger of being arrejled. — Heads a 
party. — Meetings of the infurf gents. — Peter V 
blindnefs and infatuation. — 'Catharine efcapes 
from Peterhof. — Harangues the guards. — 
Afcends the throne. — Her manifejlo. — Ad-- 
vances againji the emperor. — His arrival at 
Peterhof. — Dejpondency and irrefolution . — 
Sails to Cronftadt. — Is refufed admittance. — 
Retires to Oranienbaum. — Refigns himfelf 
into the hands of the emprefs. — Signs his ab- 
dicationy is conveyed a prifoner to Robfcha, 
and dies.- — His body laid infiate and interred. 
— Lenity of the emprefs to his adherents. 

THE revolution of 174 i placed Eliza- 
beth, daughter of Peter the Great and 
Catharine I. upon the throne of Ruilia. In 
the following year the enaprefs nominated her 
iiephew Charles Peter Ulrick, fon of Charles 

Frederick 
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Frederick duke of Holftein Gottorp, and of 
Anrie, daughter of Peter the Great, fucceflbr 
to the Crown. Accordingly that Prince, then 
only fourteen years of age, having publicly 
embraced the Greek rfeligion, was appointed 
great-duke of Ruflia> with the accuftomed for- 
malities ; and afiumed the name of Peter Feo- 
dorovitch. In 1745 he efpoufed Sophia Au- 
gufta princefs of Anhalt Zerbft, who, upon 
being re-baptized according to the rites of the 
Greek church, wa^ called Catharine Alexiefna. 
She was born in 1729, and was fixteen years 
of age at the time of her marriage. Their 
only iiTue were the prefent great-duke Paul, 
born 1754; and Anne, who was born in 
1757, and died in 1761. 

During the firft years of their marriage the 
moft perfeft union fubfifted between them; 
which, however, was at length fucceeded on 
both fides by mutual averfion and difguft. 
Peter, whofe mind had been warped by a bad 
education, and who was purpofely eft ranged 
from political affairs, was held by Elizabeth 
in a ftate of dependence : a prey to idlenefs, 
and without the pow^r of amufing himfelf 
with rational occupations of literature, he 
gave himfelf up to the moft trifling purfuits, 
or to the loweft gratifications. He v^as per- 

B 2 petually 
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petually befetby fpies, who occafionally made 
the moft unfavourable reports of his conduift 
to that emprefs, ever fufpicious of his inten- 
tions ; and who was conftantly alarmed with 
the dread of a revolution fimilar to that which 
had placed her upon the throne. At Peterf- 
burgh he had apartments in the imperial pa- 
lace ; and lived more in the ftyle of a ftate 
prifoner, than of a fuccelTor to the crown. 
When the emprefs removed to Peterhof ; he 
was permitted to refide at his favourite palace 
of Oranienbaum ; where he indulged that tafte 
for military purfuits, which became his fole 
amufement during the latter years of Eliza- 
beth's reign. He began by drawing out his 
fervants in a body ; trained them to military 
exercife ; and was accuftomed to attend regu- 
larly at the hours appointed for that purpofe. 
The emprefs, confidering this employment as 
an innocent amufement, and likely to draw 
his attention from political intrigues, ordered 
^ fmall body of foldiers to be draughted from 
feyeral regiments ; who were allowed to re- 
pair to Oranienbaum, and to be quartered in 
that place. 

Peter, eager in the purfuit of his new oc- 
cupation, built in the garden a fortrefs in mi- 
_niature, a few feet fquare, by which he ftudied 

practical 
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pradical fortification. Pleafed with this firft 
eilay, he caufed a larger and more regular for- 
trefs to be conftrudted near the palace : within 
was a brick houfe for himfelf, called the go- 
vernor's houfe, wooden habitations for the 
principal officers, and barracks capable of 
containing 1500 foldiers. Every thing wore 
a martial appearance : the hours of morning 
and evening parade were marked by the firing 
of cannon 3 a regular guard was ftationed ; 
the troops were drefled in the German uni- 
form ; and taught, under his infpeftion, the 
Pruflian difcipline. This houfe in the for- 
trefs was the principal fcene of his convivial 
entertainments; there, when not employed 
in exercifing his troops, or in ifluing his mi- 
litary orders, he amufed himfelf in drinking, 
and fmoking with the officers ; and he ge- 
nerally pufhed the pleafures of the table to 
an excefs of intoxication. 

Mean w^hile, impatient of the conftraint 
under which he was . kept by the fufpicious 
Elizabeth, he occafionally broke into open 
and bitter inv^ftives : he was often heard to 
fay, that he had been called into Ruffia ia 
order to be confined like a ftate prifoner ; fre- 
quently exprelSed a defire to return into Hol- 
ftein ; and founded his only hopes of com-? 
fort on the death of Elizabeth. Thefe ex- 

B 3 preffionsn 
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preflions, always carried to the empfefs, and 
either wantonly exaggerated, or malignantly 
interpreted, made fuch an imprefEon on that 
princefs, who became more and more fufpi- 
cious as {he advanced in years ; that (he was 
once nearly prevailed upon, by the chancellor 
Beftuchef, to exclude him from the fuccef- 
lion ; and to declare his fon Paul her heir, 
and Catharine regent, in cafe of a minority, 
Beftuchef reprefented to the emprefs, that 
Peter had by his condudl proved himfelf un- 
worthy of the crown; that he openly ex- 
preffed the utmoft contempt for the Ruffian 
natipn, and placed his whole confidence in 
foreigners ; that he was guilty of the bafeft 
ingratitude to her ; and that ihe would con- 
fer a fignal fervice upon her fubjed:s, by ex- 
cluding a perfon fo difqualifiecj for dire<5ting 
the reins of empire. Elizabeth, won over 
by thefe arguments, and alarmed by the ap- 
prehenfions of a confpiracy faid to be form-? 
ing againft her perfon, almoft confented tq 
the proppfal; but, upon more ferious re- 
fledtion, ihe perfevered in her former appoint- 
ment of Peter; and Beftuchef* was dif- 

graced, 

* Of all the principal nobles di%raced by Elizabeth, 
Beftuchef was the only one who was not recalled to court 
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^graced. Such was the fitoation of the court; 

vvhm £U0abcdi died oa the 25^1 of Decern** 

her, 1 76 1. 

Ufon tMs event, Peter III. a^umed the 

reins of govemmeHft, with all the jcy of a 

peribn enlarged from a long inpipnfonment 

into a ftate of the rooft perfcd: liberty. He 

immediately relea^ the principal ftate-pri- 

foners who had been confiaied by Elizabeth : 

among thefe were Biren duke of Conrland*, 

marfhal Munich -f-, and Leftof Jj and in all 

ftate 

by Peter III. A ftrong proof of his intrigues againft that 
prince ; who, with all his weaknefs, was of a temper ex- 
ceedingly humane and forgiving. He was recalled at the 
acceffion of Cadiarine. 

* Biren was a native of Courland, tiie favourite and 
prime-minifter of the emprefs Anne ; elefted, at her re- 
commendation, duke of Courland. At her death, in 1740, 
he became regent din-faig the minority of the young em- 
peror Ivan. The feme year he was arr eftcd by marOial 
Munich; and Anne, mother of the emperor, proclaimed 
regent in his ftead. He was firft confined at 5chluflel- 
burgh ; and afterwards, at the acceiEon of Elizabeth,^ fent 
to Yaroflaf, from whence he was recalled by Peter HI. 
He was reftoredtb fihe ducby of Courland by Cs^arine II. 
«nd died at Mittau. 

t For an account of masfHal Munich fee die next chap* 
ter. 

X Leftof was a fitrgcon ; by birth a German : he was 

fs^vourite to Elizabeth^ and affifted b^r in planning the re- 

B 4 volution 
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ftate affairs he conduced himfelf upon po- 
litical principles diametrically oppofite to thofe 
of the late cmprefs. 

Elizabeth, at the time of her deceafe, was, 
in conjun(9ion with the courts of Vienna and 
Paris, engaged In a war with the king of 
Pruffia; which promifed ^ fpeedy and glo- 
rious terminatiQn. Frederick's refources were 
nearly exhaufted; and, notwithftanding tKe 
vigorous and fuccefsful oppolition he had 
hitherto maintained, he feemed pn the poii^t 
of being overwhelmed by the number and 
perfeyerance oif his enemies. But Peter had 
no fooner afcended the throne ; than, facri- 
ficing every other confidpration to his extra- 
vagant enthufiafm for the character of the 
Pruffian monarch, he difpatched an envoy to 
Berlin, in order to propofe an immediate re- 
conciliation. Frederick acceded to the pror 
pofal without delay : and a fufpenfion of Jiof- 
tilities was foon concluded. Peter recalled 
his foldiers from the Auftrian army : and in 
a fhort interval fent a reinforcement of 20,000 
men to his favourite hero. Thus, within the 

yolution of 1742. But that ungrateful princefs forgot this 
favour ; and, becaufe Leftof became haughty and imperti- 
nent, Ihe banifhed and detained him in prifon until fhe 
died. 

fpace 
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fpace only of a few months. Ruffian troops 
joined the Pruffian army, in order to driv^ 
from Silefia thofe very Auftiians, who not 
long before had been brought into that pro- 
vince by the Ruffian arms. 

Having gratified his inclination in this treaty 
without confulting his allies, or the interefts 
and honour of his empire, he aimed at reco- 
vering his paternal inheritance the duchy of 
Slefvick ; and was determined to involve his 
fubjefts in an expenfive war with the king of 
Denmark, on account of claims confidered by 
many as ill-founded and chimerical. Peter, 
as duke of Holftein,' formed pretenfions to 
that duchy, although it had been ceded by a 
treaty in 1732 : and he had no fooner con- 
cluded the peace with the king of Pruffia; 
than he ordered an army to march into Hol- 
jftein, which he propofed to command in per- 
fon. 

With refpeft to the interior adminiftration 
of affairs, the emperor turned his attention to 
reform his kingdom : and envy muft allow ; 
that, notwithftanding the precipitancy and 
imprudence with which he ad:ed, Ruffia dates 
feveral ufeful and important alterations from 
his fhort adminiftration; Peter annulled the 

fecret 
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fecret council or inquifition * of ftatc ; abo- 
lifhed many prerogatives which were oppref- 
five and tyrannical : he formed a plan for cor- 
recting the abufes in the courts of judicature ; 
and for introducing a regular and lefs corrupt 
fyftem of jurifprudence. He freed the nobles 
from the obligation they were under of ferv- 
ing in the army, and permitted them to tra- 
vel into foreign countries, which before de- 
pended upon the arbitrary will of the fovc- 
reign. 

The emperor, dwing the firft fix weeks of 
his reign, propofed fo many beneficial regula- 
tions, and made fo many judicious reflections 
upon them, that many perfons, who had 
formed a mean idea of his capacity, conceived 
themfelves miftaken ; and imagined, that, dur- 
ing the reign of Elizabeth, he had, from mo- 
tives of policy, ftfieCted a deficiency of qnder-^ 

♦ This ftate inquifitioa was iavcnted by Alexiy Mi-, 
chaclovitch : it coafifted of a fecret committee of confiden- 
tial peifons, appointed to judge criminals fufpefied of high 
treafeti. Perfons of aH ranks and fexes were liable to be 
arrefted upon the flighteft fu4)iciQns, and tortured in the 
moft dreadful manner. There was a catch word — Slova i 
delo, *' Words and deeds;'* which, if any one only pro- 
nounced againft another, was fufficient caufe for the latter/s 
^ng immediately apprehended:^ and fent to the fecret com-, 
mittee* 

flanding-fc 
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ftanding. His fubfequent conduft, however, 
fully proved, that he was' ftill the fame weak 
and imprudent prince ^ that he had juft fenfe 
enough to adopt the fchemes iuggefted hj 
others, but did not poflcfs abilities fufficient 
to cany them into execution ; that he had alf 
the rage of reformation, without the judgment 
neceflary to a reformer. The falutary regu- 
lations mentioned above were accompanied 
with others that were trifling ; fome that were 
detrimental ; and feveral, which, although in 
themfelves ufeful and proper, were very im- 
prudently propofed in the commencement of 
a reign, on account of their total repugnance 
to the cuftoms and genius of his people. 

He irritated the clergy by fecularizing the 
eftates of the monafteries, and afligning, in 
lieu thereof, fome penfions far inferior in va- 
lue to what the ecclefiaftics polTefTed before 
this alteration; by forbidding the admiflion 
of novices into convents before the age of 
thirty ; and by ordering many painted images 
of faints to be removed from the churches. 
He banifhed the archbifhop of Novogorod, for 
refufing to confent to thefe ordinances ; but 
finding this aft of arbitrary power attended 
with general difcontent, he was obliged to 
rpcall him. Being himfclf educated in the 

Lutheran 



12 TRAVELS INTO RUSSIA. B. 5. 

JLutheran church, he had embraced the Greek 
religion, with a view of fucceeding to the 
throne f* and he was no fooner in fecure ppf- 
feffion of it, than he imprudently difplayed 
his public contempt of many rites and cere- 
tnonies, regarded by his fubjedts with the 
moft profound reverence. He built a Luthe- 
ran chapel in the fortrefs of Oranienbaum ; 
was prefent at the dedication ; and diftributed 
with his own hand books of hymns to the 
German foldiers. This circumftance might 
have paffed unnoticed, if he had not been ab- 
fent at the confecration of a Ruffian church in 
the fame place. 

He offended the army by the preference- 
which he publicly fhewed to his Holfteiji 
troops; by introducing the Pruffian difcipline; 
and appointing new uniforms to feveral regi- 
ments. He particularly gave umbrage to the 
guards, accuftomed to refide in the capital, 
by ordering two regiments to march into 
Pomerania, where the army againft Denmark 
was aflembled. 

He affronted the nobility by appointing his 
uncle prince George of Holflein generaliffimo 
of the forces ; and by the fuperior confidence 
which he placed in foreigners. He inflamed the 
general odium by the public contempt he ex- 

preiTed 
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prefled for the Ruffian nation, for their reli- 
gion and manners. He raifed great difcon- 
tents, as well by engaging in the war with 
Denmark; a war which feemed totally un- 
conned:ed with the interefts of the empire; as 
by his boundlefs admiration of the great Fre- 
derick, with whom Ruffia had been fo lately 
and fo long in a ftate of moft violent hoftility. 
During the life of Elizabeth* he expreffed his 
concern to one of the foreign, minifters, that 
the emprefs had invited him to Ruffia : ** If," 
added he, " I had remained duke of Holftein, 
'* I fhould now have commanded a regiment 
'* in the Pruffian fervice, and have the honour 
** of ferving perfonally fo great a monarch ; 
** an honour which I efleem far fuperior to 
** that of being great-duke/' After his ac- 
ceffion^ he ufed publicly to call him majler. 
Talking with one of his favourites lipon this 
topic, he faid, "You know I haye been a 
** faithful fervant to my majier ; for you re- 
" member that I traniinittcd to him intelli- 
" gence of all the fecrets of the cabinet." 
And as the perfon, to whom this difcourfe 
was addrefled, feemed furprized at the affer- 
tioa, and hefitated making any reply, " What 
** are you afraid of ?" returned the emperor ; 
" the old woman is not now alive; and (he can- 

X ** not 
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*^ not fend you into Siberia." He generally 
wore a Pruflian uniform ; expreffed the utmoil 
fatisfa(3:ion at the formality of being appointed 
an officer in the king's fervice ; and when he 
fent his minifter to Berlin to negotiate a mu- 
tual alliance, gave him fecret inftrudtions to 
be careful that no perfon fhould be promoted 
above him in the Pruffian army. Upon re- 
ceiving the patei\t which conferred upon him 
the rank of lieutenlnt-general in that fervice ; 
he inftantly dreifed himfclf in his new uni- 
form ; ordered a general difcharge of the can- 
non in the fortrefs of Oranienbaum ; gave 
a magnificent entertainment in honour of his 
promotion ; and drank his mafttr^ health un- 
til he became quite intoxicated. 

During his Ihort rdgn he maintained a 
conftant correfpondence with the king of 
Pruffia; and always received from him the 
moft falutary advice which the circumftances 
would admit. That able monarch earneftly 
difluaded him from the war with Denmark ; 
but finding him obftinately detwmined to en- 
gage in it, advifed him to be firft crowned at 
Mofcow with the ufual folemnities; and, 
when he marched to Holftein, to carry in his 
train all the foreign minifters, and fuch of 
the Ruflian nobles who were fufpefted of dif- 
2 aifedion. 



C.U REVOLUTION OF MDCCLXII. 15^ 

afie<Stion. Frederick alfo cautioned him againft 
alienating the lands of the monafteries, and 
interfering with the drefs of the clergy ; and 
particularly recommended to him a due at- 
tention to his confort. Indeed, the king, 
whofe penetration is equal to his valour, fore- 
faw the confequences which were likely to 
refiilt from the emperor's imprudent con- 
du<ft ; and ordered his embaflador at Peterf- 
burgh to fhow every mark of refpeft to the 
emprefs. 

Had the advice of the king of Pruffia been 
adopted, Peter might have avoided his un- 
happy deftiny; but it was the charader of 
that mifguided prince to purfue with unre- 
mitted pbltinacy what he had once refolved, 
and to remain unconvinced by the moft power-r 
ful arguments. Though his plans of reform- 
ation were, in many refpefts, highly falutary ; 
yet the percipitancy with which he endea- 
voured to carry them into execution, and his 
impolitic defiance of popular prejudices, de- 
flroyed the aife<ftion of his fuhje<fls ; fomented 
the intrigues of the oppofite party i and ter- 
minated in his dethronement. 

In no light, did the inconfiftency of the em- 
peror *s charafter manifeft itfelf more ftrongly, 
than in his behaviour to his confort. During 

the 
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the reign of Elizabeth, Catharine had em- 
ployed her hours of leifure in a courfe of affi- 
duous ftudy ; and had particularly applied 
herfelf to thofe authors who were moft emi- 
nent for political knowledge : born with fu-» 
perior abilities, fhe had improved them by a 
conftant habit of refledtion, and had paid aa 
unremitting attention to the cultivation of 
her mind. Her mild and infinuating man- 
ners, her engaging addrefs, the graces of her 
perfon, her unwearied affiduities, and a per- 
petual fund of interefting converfation, had 
conciliated the favour of the fufpicious Eliza- 
beth, who ever treated her with complacency 
and afFeftion. Even her hufband, though his 
general behaviour to her was contemptuous 
and unmannerly, occafionally teftified great 
refpeft for her fuperior abilities, and ufually 
den>anded her advice in every emergency. 
Whenever any quarrel arofe between him and 
Elizabeth, Catharine was furc to mediate be- 
tween them ; and Peter not unfrequently owed 
a favourable reception at court to her in- 
fluence. After his acceffion, though he fre- 
quently gave public marks of deep-rooted 
averlion ; yet he would often behave to her 
with that deference, which the fuperiority of 
her underftanding challenged. By an unac- 
countable 
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countable a£l of imprudence, he would, in a 
full court, inveft her with the exterior deco-* 
rations of fovereignty ; while, in the charadter 
of a colonel, he prefented to her the officers 
of his regiment. At the Bleffirig of the wa- 
ters, when the Ruffian monarch appears in all 
the pomp of majefty; the ceremonial part 
was left to the emprefs, and he mounted 
guard as colonel, and faluted her with his 
pike. Under all thefe circumftances, the 
dignity of her deportment was fo ftriking, 
that it was impoffible not to contraft her be- 
haviour with the triffing levity of her huf- 
band's conduct; and to give the preference 
where it was fo evidently due. Thus this in- 
fatuated prince, at the very time he was fully 
determined to divorce and imprifpn his wife, 
imprudently difplayed to his fubjcd:s her ca- 
pacity for empire ; and, while he proclaimed 
her forfeiture of his own efteem, adopted 
every method to fecure to her that of the 
whole nation. Meanwhile the breach be- 
tween them was continually widened : he 
would occafionally behave to her with the 
moft brutal contumely ; and once, in parti- 
cular, at an entertainment he gave in honour 
of the king of Pruffia, he publicly affronted 
her to fuch a degree, that fhe burfl into tears. 
Vol. ilL C and 
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and retired from table. Thus his infults, no 
lefs than his deference, equally attracted odium 
to himfelf, and popularity to Catharine. 

It is alfo a well-fcnown fadt, that he more 
than once avowed an intention of arrefting 
both her and the great-duke, whom he pro- 
pofed to exclude from the fucceffion, and of 
marrying Elizabeth countefs of Voronzof, his 
favourite miftrefs. This alarming meafure 
Was fcarcely adopted before it was imme- 
diately conveyed to Catharine, through the 
imprudence of the countefs. By the fame, or 
other means, as well as by the indifcretion of 
Peter himfelf, the emprefs obtained early in- 
telligence of every refolution formed againft 
her perlbn. She was thus enabled to feize 
the decifive moment of enterprize ; and to fe- 
cure her fafety by preventing the defigns of 
her hufband. 

Indeed her danger became every day more 
and more immihent, and the moment of her 
heing arrefted feemed at hand. A brick houfe, 
confifting of eleven rooms, had, by the em- 
jperor's order, been conftrudled in the fortrefs 
of Schluflelburgh *, for a perfon of very con^^ 

• See the defcription of this building in Vd. IL Book IV. 
Chap. VI. 

fiderable 
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fiderable confequcnfc(f> and with fuch expedi* 
tion, as to be abndft finifhed within fix weeks* 
Peter went himfelf to Schluflfelburgh with a 
view to examine it ; and no grait depth of 
penetration was requifite to perceive that it 
was built for the emprefs. In this important 
crifis a meeting of her party was held at Pe* 
tcrfburgh. This party was extremely fmall, 
and, excepting the princefs Dafhkof, and her 
particular adherents, confifted only of a few 
among the principal nobility. The moft con- 
fpicuous of thefe were prince Volkonlki, 
count Panin governor of the great-duke, and 
count Rofbmoffki Hetman of the Ukraine, In 
the firft confultations for dethroning Peter III. 
it was propofed, according to the plan of 
chancellor Beftuchcf, to declare the great- 
duke emperor, and Catharine regent during 
his minority ; and this would have been the 
meafiire naturally followed in any country, 
wherein the order of fucceffion was more 
fixed than in Ruflia. Nor was it but a few 
days before the revolution; that the incon- 
venience attending a minority, joined to the 
popularity and abilities of the emprefs, in- 
duced the infurgents to adopt the ^efolution 
of placing her upon the throne. At thefe 
meetings various plans of an infurre<ftion were 

C 2 propofed; 
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propofed; but it was at length unanimoufly 
agreed to delay their attempt until Peter's de- 
parture for ^jHcdftein^ when Catharine might 
ieize the o^iital during his abience^ and afcend 
the throne. 

Although only a few perfons were engaged 
in this momentous enterprize ; yet the defigns 
of the party could not be concealed from the 
friends of the emperor, who earneftly in- 
treated him to inveftigate the foundation of 
the report: but Peter, who had committed 
the care of the emprefs's perfon to thoie 
in whom he placed the highcil confidence, 
could never be prevailed upon to give the 
flighteft credit to the rumour; and in- 
deed he was fo convinced of its wifehood, 
that any fuggeitions on- that head always 
ofiended him. One of his confidents pre- 
fented him a memorial in writing, in which 
the names of fcveral confpirators were men- 
tioned. ** What, always the old flx>ry !" faid 
the emperor ^ *^ here, take back your paper ; 
** and do not trouble me any more with fuch 
•* idle tales." His uncle, prince George of 
Holftein, was frequently heard to fay, that he 
was tired with tendering remonftrances ; and 
that the icmperor was infenfible to the danger 
cf his fituation. On the very morning of the 

revolution^ 
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revolution, about two o'clock, an officer, who 
had a great fhare in Peter's wnfidencc, ar- 
lived at Oranienbaum, and deijianded to fpcak 
with him upon an affair of the greateft im- 
portance. Being, after fome difficulty^ ad- 
mitted, he acquainted the empprpr with feve- 
ral circumftances, which fe^med to indicate a 
conspiracy upon the point of breaking out* 
But that infatuated prince was fo far from 
paying the leaft attention to the intelligence; 
that he ordered the officer under impiediate 
arreft, for prefuming to difturb hini at (9 late 
an hour. And yf t af this y?ry hour his de-» 
throhement was determined ; which event was 
accelerated by a circumftance perfeftly un- 
CPipedted with the intentions of the opppiite 

The arreft of one of th? emprefs's adhc-r 
rents, a lieutenant in the guards whole name 
was Paflec, greatly alarmed her friends, as 
they concluded that the emperor had pene- 
trated their defign ; and ajthpugh they fopn 
difcovered that it had been occafioned by 
fome irregularity of which he had been guilty 
as an officer ; yet the conftemation it had 
ipread among them haftened the execution 
of their enterprize. Every moment was big 
with danger; and a difcovery fecmed inevitable 

C3 if 
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if the inrurredtion was delayed until the em- 
peror*fi departure for Ho]ftein. 

The empfefs, however, who continued at 
Petcrhof, fhuddered at the advice to precipi- 
tate the hour of adion : her refolution at this 
awful crifis, when immediate decifion was ne- 
GefTary, feemed for a inoment to fail, and fhe 
hclitated to aflent i but her party at P^terf- 
burgh, convinced th« the leaft delay Would 
prove fatal, difpatfched, on] the evening of the 
^7th of June, an empty carriage to Peter- 
hof, the appointed fignal for her approach to 
tiie capital. Catharine, whole greatnefs of 
mind foon recurred to fupport her in this 
dreadful ftate of agitation and fufpehfe, in- 
ftantly efeaped from her apartment 5 and, at 
three o'clock in the morning, having tra-r 
verfed the garden alone to the place where 
the carriage * was waiting for her,. Was conr 
v^yed with all fpeed to Peterfburgh. It had 
been precoricefted, that count Panin Ihould 
Attend to the fafety of the great-duke's per- 

• This carriage was condufbed by one of Ae emprefs'i 
moft confidential adherents, I believe by count Alexey Or- 
lof i but as I found it impra£ticable pofitively to afcertaiq 
the perfon, I was unVilling to advance any feft, 6f which I 
was not as perfedly conviilced as the intricate nature of 
tfaefe afikirs would admit. 

fonjj 
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foHj that Gregory Orlof ihoukl remain in 
the capital to win over fome of the guards ; 
and that count Ra^omoffki fhouid prepare his 
regiment for the reception of the emprefs. 
In confequence of this determination; Ca-- 
tharine, upon her entrance into Peterflburgh, 
immediately repaired to die quarters of the 
Ifmailofiki guards. The hour was fo early 
that Razomof5(ki, the lieutenant-colonel, was 
not yet arrived : an alarming circumftancc^ 
fufficient to have difconcerted a perfon of Icfs 
fpirit ; but the emprcfs, having difpatched a 
meffenger to him, iummoncd before her the 
officers and foldiers, A few who had b^n ap* 
prized by Orlof were ready : while the greateft 
part, being roufed unexpectedly from their 
flumber, made their appearance fcarc^ly half 
dreffed. 

The emprefs inftantly laid before them 
the bad t:Qndu<^ of the emperor ; his avowed 
contempt of the Ruffians j his averfion to 
their cuftoms; and his attachment to fo- 
reigners. She expofed the dangers which 
awaited her oWn perfon, her fon, and the 
principal nobility j; fhe expatiated upon the 
probable fubverfion of their religion and go^ 
yemment j and exhorted all thofe to follow 
her, wl^o were defirous of faving their coun- 

C4 tryi 
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try, aftd of rcfcuing her and the great-duk^ 
from certain deflrudtion. Her fpeech, oc- 
cafionally interrupted with fighs and tears, 
was fhort and pathetic ; and, further enforced 
by the graces of her perfon, made an in- 
^antaneous iropreflion : the greateft part of 
the fbldiers anfwered her with loud acclama- 
tions ; a few officers, indeed, at firft feemed to 
hcfitate ; but the arrival pf Razomoffki qiiiet- 
cd their apprehenfions ; ahd the whole rcgir 
ment offered to facrifice their lives in her 
caufe, Catharine now proceeded to the church 
of the Virgin Mary of Cafan ; being joined 
in her way by various bodies of guards, and 
by many pf the principal nobility. Seryicc 
being performed by the archbiihop of Npyo- 
gorod ; the emprefs took the accuftomed oath 
to preferve inviolate the privileges and relir 
gioA of the Ruffians ; after which the nobles 
and people flocked in crowds to fwear alle- 
giance to the new fovereign. At the con- 
clufion of this ceremony fhe repaired to the 
fenate, the members pf which body acknow- 
ledged her fole cmprefs, 4 repo^, induftri- 
oufly circulated, that Ppter was killed by a 
•fall from his horfe, proved very favourable to 
the fuccefs of the revolution. The fuite of 
the cmpref§ continually augmented. Two te^ 

giments 
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giments of guards, who had fcarccly quitted 
Feterflburgh in order to join the army in Po- 
merania, were immediately recalled ; and as 
they were exafperated againft the emperor for 
having forced them to leave the capital, they 
repaired without delay to^ die ftandard of the 
enjprefs. 

Even in dioife gpvernments where the pre- 
torian bands, ftationed in the capital, depofe 
fovereigns, or raife them to th?j throne ; fome 
plau^e pretence muft be urged to render a 
revolution popular, and to engage the general 
voicp to ratify the deed of the foldicry. When 
Elizabeth feized the reins qf empire, the at- 
tachment erf the nation to the memory of her 
father induced the public to applaud that 
tranfa<ftion: and in this inftance Peter III. 
had, by fome part of his conduiSt, rendered 
himfelf fo odious, and, by others, fo con- 
temptible to his fubjedks, that the firft ac- 
count of his dethronement, and of Catharine's 
acceflion, annoimced in the following mani-^ 
fefto, was received with univerfal joy. 

*^ Catharine IL by the grace of God em- 

prefs and autocratrix of All the Ruflias, 

to ^1 our feithful fubjedts, &c. 

** All the true fons of Ruffia have clearly 
f * fcen the danger tQ which the whgle Ruffian 

** empire 
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•* empire has been cxpofcd. Firft, the founda^ 
** tion of our orthodox Greek religion has been 
^' fhaken^ and its tradition e?q>o^d to total 
** ruin, fo that it was to be feaied that the faith, 
*^ which has been eftabUfhed in Ruffia from 
^* the earlieil times, would be aitirdy changed, 
** and a foreign religion introduced. In die 
** fecond place, the glory which Ruffia had 
** acquired ^t the expence of fo much blood, 
** and ^^ch was carried to the greatcft lieight 
** by her vidlorioiis ^rms, has been trampled 
** under foot by the peace Is^tely concluded 
** with its greateil enemy. And, laftiy, the 
** domeftic regulations, wl^ich are the biafis 
^^ of the country's wel&re, have been totally 
** overturned. 

** For thefe caufes, overgomue by the ini* 
** minent dangers with which our feiithful 
^^ fobjed:s were threatened, and feeing how 
** fincere and exprefs dieir de&cs were oi^ 
^* this head ^ we, putting our truft in the Al- 
** mighty and his divine juilice, have ajfcended 
^^ the imperial throne of All the Ruffias i 
^* and have received 9, foiemn oath of fidelity 
*^ from all our faidbful fubjeds. 

" Peterfburgh, Jqne 28^ O. S. 1762.'' 

AH the adherents <jf the emperor were ar- 
retted i among the r^ prince <3eQrge of Hoi- 

ftein> 
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ftcSn, who had come to Peterflburgh on the 
26th, under pretence of making preparations 
for the emptor's departure; but, in reality^ 
to watch the oppofite party. It was he who 
had given orders to arreft Paflec ; and, by 
thus jdanrnng the infiu^gents, had been the 
innocent caufe of haftening the revolution, 
which put a period to the reign of Peter IIL 
Not the leaft oppofition wus made from any 
quarter to the proceedings of the emprefs j 
and, notwithftanding the ftreets of Peterf- 
burgh were filled with foldiers, who are ge- 
nerally tumultuous and ungovernable in fuch 
dreadful periods ; yet the greateft order and 
difcipline were preferved, and no injury was 
offered to any individuals *♦ 

At 

* Several Englifl^ merchants h^d quitted their houfes 
before they were apprized of the revolution; but they 
found no difficulty in retumihg through the foldiers ported 
in different parts of the town. One gentleman in parti- 
cular infqrmed me^ that he went about fix in the morning to 
the Cuftom-houfe, ^d was furprifed to find no one there. 
After ftaying fome time, he returned home ; and, in his 
way over the bridge of the Neva, he met a friend, who afked 
him t^hat was the matter, for everything appeared in coii- 
fqfion. He had fcarcely finiflied thefe words, when about 
3Q0 ho^fem^n, with drawn fwords in their hands, galloped 
acrofs the bridge. A prieft traverfing the bridge at the fame 
time in a carriage^ the two Engliflimen flood by die fide of 

it. 
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At fix in the evening the emprefs, ha- 
bited like a man in the uniform of the guards, 
with a branch of oak in her hat, a drawn 
fword in her hand, and mounted upon a grey 
fteed, marched towards Peterhof, accompanied 
by the princefs Dafhkof, the Hetman Razo- 
mofflci, the Orlofs, and her principal ad- 
herents, at the head of 10,000 troops. She 
had icarcely advanced three miles, when prince 
Galitzin, vice -? chancellor, approached he| 
with a letter from the emperor; but, beinj 
prevailed upon to join her party, he took the 
oath of allegiance. 

About eight miles from the capital, Ca- 
tharine entered a public-houfe called Krafnoi- 
Cabak ; and employed herfelf for fome time 
in tearing and burning a large quantity of 
papers. She then flung herfelf in her clothes 
upon an ordinary bed ; flept about an hour 
and a half; was on horfeback by break of 
day ; and proceeded about four miles further, 
to the convent of St. Sergius at Strelna ; into 
which fhe retired while the troops encamped 

it. Some of the guards, as tbey pailed hy the prieft, waved 
their fwords over their heads, crying out at the (ame time, 
" All goes well — ^vivat Catharine II." And this was the 
iirft intelligence thefe merchants received of the revolu* 
tion. 

around, 
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around. About eight o'clock general Ifniailof 
arrived at Strelna with a meflage from the 
emperor; whofe fituation w^as now become 
trujy critical. But it is neceflary to lay be- 
fore our reader the train of circumftances^ 
which had reduced a fovereign of fuch un- 
limited authority to fo abjeft a ftate. 

While the ^revolution was carrying on at 
Peterfburgh, Peter remained at Oranienbaum 
in thoughtlefs fecurity. He had paffed the 
evening which preceded the revolution in the 
fortrefs, in company with a few chofen friends, 
with whom he indulged, as ufual, in the 
pleafures of the table; and, having puflied 
them to excefs, retired late to reft nearly in- 
toxicated. / In the meaning he drefled himfelf 
in his Pruffian uniform, and fet out about 
eleven for Peterhof, in order to celebrate the 
feaft of the apoftles St. Peter and St. Paul, 
expedting to meet the emprefs at dinner, and 
intending *, as it is reported, to put her un- 

* If Peter really, as it is fald, intended to arreft the em- 
prefs, his former conduct is in fome meafure accounted for. 
He thought that her party was of no confequence, and ac- 
cordingly di(believed, or pretended to difbelieve, all the re- 
ports of the confpiracy, thinking to crufli it at once by fc- 
curing her perfon. He put implicit confidence in the no- 
bles whom he placed about the emprefs ; and thefe vtry 
perfons were the firft fo betray him. . 

der 
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der an arreft. He was accompanied by Eliza- 
beth Vorontzof, her uncle count Vorontzof, 
his favourite Godovitz, marihal Munic, and 
many of the pbbility of both fexes, who 
formed his court. He had not proceeded far, 
before he was met by a nobleman of his 
party, who had found means to efcape from 
Peterfburgh* This perfon immediately flop- 
ped the carriage, and acquainted the emperor 
that he wished to fpeak with him in private. 
Peter, however, ordered his attendants to pro- 
ceed, adding, ** Why are you in fuch a hurry ? 
^* turn back to Peterhof, and there you will 
** have time enough to fpeak to me." The 
other repeating his folicitations ; the emperor 
at length alighted from his carriage, and was 
informed of the revolution at Peterlburgh* 
Yet even now his obftinacy and his infatua- 
tion were fo great, that he for a long time 
fufpe^ted the truth of the intelligence ; but, 
when an enumeration of particular circum- 
ftances had at length awakened him to a fenfe 
of his danger; he tellified the ftrongeft fymp- 
toms of amazement and horror, and was re- 
duced almoft to a ftate of ftupefadlion. Re- 
covering at length from this paroxyfm of de- 
fpair, he difpatched an adjutant to Oranien- 
baum, with orders for the garrifon to follow 

him 
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him immediatdy to Pcterfiof* Upon his ar- 
rival at that palace he foumi that the emprcfs 
was departed ; and could obtain no infornu- 
tion of her proceedings from any perfon of 
her court. ^Marfhal Munic advifed him to 
put himfelf at the head of his Holftein troops, 
and to march without delay to the capital : 
** I will go before you," faid that gallant ve- 
teran, ** and your majefty's perfon fhall not 
" be touched but through mine." Had this 
advice been followed, it would have been at- 
tended with a glorious, and perhaps a fuc- 
ccfsful event. The Holftein troops, though 
fcarcely amouiiting to a thoufand, were zea- 
loufly attached to Peter, and Munic was 
worth a regiment : the courage of the em- 
peror, however, deferted him in this emer- 
gency ; he continued uncertain what meafures 
he fhould adopt ; flu<ftuated between hope 
and fear; formed new refolutions one mo- 
ment ; and renounced them the next. 

His own agitation was ftill further incrcafcd 
by the behaviour of the principal perfons, who 
had accompanied him from Oranienbaum> or 
whom he found at Peterhof. The women 
vented fhrieks, and hung about the emperor 
in agonies of the deepeft diftrefs : every one 
clamoroufly offered advice 5 but the uproar 

was 
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was fo great/ that the advice could fcarcely 
be heard^ and if heard was not attended to, 
becaufe it was repeatedly changed. Several 
of the emprefs's party were prefent, and art* 
fully fomented the general confufion : under 
the ipecious appearance of affedion and zeal, 
they alarmed the fears of the emperor, and 
objeded to every vigorous meafure as inadmif- 
fible and dangerous. Under thefc circum- 
flances Peter, perplexed by fuch difcordant 
or treacherous advice, was foftened into cow- 
ardice by the tears of the women, and re- 
mained the whole day in a ftate nearly bor- 
dering on diftra<ftion. Every moment brought 
him frefh cauie of terror and difmay. He 
was fucceffively informed that the emprefs 
had received the oath of allegiance from 
perfons of all rank;5; that fhe was miftrcfs 
of the capital, and was advancing towards 
him at the head of 10,000 troops. Dif- 
heartened by this intelligence, he difpatched 
repeated meflengers to his confort, with pro- 
pofals of acconunodation ; and, as not one 
of them came back, he at length determined 
to take refuge in Cronftadt*; a meafure, 

* A town upon a iinall ifland in the Gulf of Finland, 
wher^ the Ruflian navy is ftationed. See its deicription 
in the chapter pn the Ruffian nary* 

which 
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which, if he had earlier embraced, might 
probably have given a favourable turn to his 
affairs. 

Soon after his firft arrival at Peterhof, he 
had difpatched general Diever and prince Ba- 
ratinfki to Croiiftadt, to reconnoitre the place : 
the general was admitted without difficulty ; 
and prince Baratinfki returned to Peterhof 
with the account that no news of the revo- 
lution had reached Cronftadt; that Diever 
was preparing for his immediate reception; 
that his majefty would find there an afylum, 
where the emprefs's troops could not pene- 
trate ; and from whence he might, in cafe of 
extreme neceffity, efcape by fea to his domi- 
nions in Holftein. In confequence of this 
reprefentation, the emperor ordered the Hol- 
ftein troops, who were upon their march to 
Peterhof, to return to Oranienbaum; biit, 
by an unaccountable fatality, he protracted 
his departure till midnight. Upon his ar- 
rival at the harbour, to his inexpf^ble fur- 
prize and aftonifhment, the imperial boat at 
firft was refufed admittance by the centinels, 
who objefted to the lateiifefs of the hour ; and 
when it was reprefenited . to them that the 
emperor was on board, they ftill perfifted in 
their refufal, and threatened to fire from the 
Vol. IIL D batteries 
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batteries if the veflel did not inftantly rc- 
tire. 

This reception^, fo difFerent from what he 
had expelled, was occafioned by the follow- 
ing circmnflances,. General Diever, upon his 
arrival at Cronftadt, took the command of 
the fortrefs : perceiving that the garrifon had 
no knowledge of the revolution^ he was un- 
willing to give any alarm, by fpreading the 
report ; and, as • he ihortly expedted the em- 
peror, thought it more advifeable to wait 
for his appearance before he made any at- 
tempts to fecure the fidelity of the garrifon, 
or iflued any orders hoftile to the party of 
the emprefs* During this interval, admiral 
Taliezin came to Cronftadt : he had been 
difpatched from Peterfburgh by the emprefs^ 
who had forgotten, in the firft hurry of the 
revolution, to fecure that important fortrefs ; 
and was now fent, if it fhould not prove toa 
late*, for that purpofe. He was admitted 

into 

♦ Confidering the great importance of Cronftadt, the 
negled of fecuring it feems hardly credible ; but I was ia- 
formed from very good authority, that fo late as ten in the 
morning no ftep had been taken at Peterfburgh towards 
getting pofleffion of that fortrefs. About that time a pri- 
vate perfon mentioned it by chance to one of the principal 
infiirgents, who, without dday, acquainted the emiprefs. 

The 
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into the place without oppofition : foon per- 
ceiving the fituation of affairs, he inftantly 
comtnanded the arreft of general Diever, 
which was as inftantly obeyed ; the marines 
and failors being more inclined to execute the 
orders of an admiral than thofe of a general. 
Having fecured the general's perfon, he an- 
nounced to the garrifon the revolution at Pe- 
terfburgh : he acquainted them that the em- 
peror was depofed • that the army and fenate 
had declared for Catharine 5 and that all 
oppofition muft be fruitlefs and dangerous. 
Thefe arguments, joined to a large quantity 
of fpirituous liquors, produced the defired 
effeft; and Catharine was proclaimed fole 
emprefs. Thus a place of fo much import- 
ance as to have delayed, if not prevented,' the 
final fuccefs of the infurreftion, was feized by 
admiral Taliezin, without the leaft oppofi- 
tion ; and Peter was denied admittance. 

The latter^ cohfcious of its great importance, immediately 
difpatched admiral Taliezin. It muft have been paft ele- 
ven before he could have fet off from Peterlburgh : and, 
OS he went by water, the diftance being twenty miles, it 
muft have been paft three before he arrived at Cronftadt. 
The diftance from Peterhof to the fame place being only 
fix miles, the emperor might have arrived there long be- 
fore Taliezin. 

D z Upon 
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tJpon this difappointment, his only re- 
maining refource was inftantly to crowd fail 
for the Gulf of Bothnia, and to feek an afy- 
lum in Sweden ; from whence he might eafily 
penetrate to his army in Pomerania, or to his 
dominions in Holftein. But it was the fate 
of that monarch to aft no decifive part in 
this important crifis : flattering himfelf with 
the hopes of flill bringing about a reconcilia- 
tion with the emprefs^ and prevailed upon 
by the cries and entreaties of the women who 
were on board, he returned to Oranienbaum, 
where he arrived about four in the morning. 
When Peter quitted that palace on the pre- 
ceding morning he was drefled in his Pruflian 
regimentals. Upon his return he was in his 
Ruffian uniform : he now faw his error in 
defpifing the prejudices of his fubjedts, but 
it was too late. Little circumftances of this 
■ kind are not unworthy of the hiftorian's no- 

; * tice; as great events frequently turn upon 

them, and they often difcover the true cha- 
rafter of the principal perfonages concerned in 
the fcene. 

Upon his return to Oranienbaum, he im- 
mediately, retired alone, and in great agitation, 
to his houfe in the fortrefs, leaving marfhal 
Munic and the reft of the court in the pa- 
lace. 
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lace. About ten he again made his appear- 
ance in a more calm and compofed ftate of 
mind. The Holftein guards no fooner be- 
held their royal maftcr, than they all * crowded 
round him ; fome were ftruggling to kifs his 
hand, others hung about his perfon; many 
knelt down ; fome even proftrated themfelves 
before him ; all fhedding tears of afFedtion, 
and in terms of the ftrongeft attachment 
conjured him to lead them againft the em- 
prefs, offering to ftand by him to the laft 
extremity, and to facrifice their lives in his 
(fefence. Peter was fo much animated by 
thefe affefting aiTurances of zeal and fidelity, 
that he caught their fpirit for a moment, 
and cried out, ** To arms !" but the tears of 
the women, his own irrefolution, and the 
refleftion that refiflance would be ineffec- 
tual, foon damped this momentary fit of cou- 
rage ; and he again reconciled himfelf to fub- 
mifTion. 

Early in the morning he had difpatched 
major-general Ifmailof, in whom he repofed 
implicit confidence, to the emprefs, with a 

♦ I had thefe circumftances from a perfon who was pre- 
fent ; he had tears in his eyes while he defcribed the ani- 
mated behaviour of the Holflein troops. He faid he never 
iaw fo affecting a fcene. 

D 3 letter^ 
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letter, oiFering to refign his crown; upon 
condition that he fhould bp permitted to re- 
tire into Holftein, with Elizabeth Vorontzof^ 
and his favourite Godovitch. Ifmailof found 
the emprefs in the convent of Strclna, and 
was immediately admitted to her prefence^ 
The great policy on the fide of Catharine 
now confiftcd in getting pofleflion of the emr 
peror's perfon without eiFufion of blood ; it 
was her objeft, therefore, to amufe him, with- 
out driving him to defperate meafures ; for 
ihe well knew it was ypt in his power tp 
head his Holftein troops, and to defend his^ 
life to the laft extremity ; or he might ftill 
be able to niake his efcape, and involve the 
empire in all the horrors of a long civil war. 
The judicious manner in which {he con- 
duced this delicate affair, ftipws her no lefsj 
able in the arts of negociation, than in the 
Ipirit of enterprize. 

She calmly reprefented to Ifmailof the mad- 
nefs of any attempt to opppfe her, now in fuU 
pofleflion of foyereign authority : flie pointed 
to her troops, who were ported in large bo- 
dies upon the adjacent grounds ; adding, that 
Peter's refiftance would only draw on him- 
felf and his party the vengeance of an en- 
raged army; flie propofed, therefore, that 

the 
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the emperor fhould himfelf repair to P^ter- 
kof, wl^re the terms of his abdication fhould 
be adjufted. Ifmailof, now finding the tide 
of fuccefs turned on the fide of the emprefs, 
and perceiving the clergy, the army, and the 
principal nobles, engaged in her caufe, was 
convinced that nothing was kft to Peter but 
fubmifiion. Seduced by the infinuating elo- 
quence and engaging addrefs of the emprefs^ 
he undertook to perfuade his unhappy maf- 
ter, by immediate fubmiflion, to fave an ef- 
fufion of blood, which could be productive 
of no effeftual advantage to his caufe. With 
this view he returned to Oranienbaum be- 
tween ten and eleven, and found the emperor 
in the palace with Munic, Elizabeth Vo- 
rontzof, Godovitch, and others, anxioufly ex- 
peding his arrival. Having retired into ano- 
ther apartment, the refult of their conference 
was, that in lefs than an hour the emperor, 
with Elizabeth Vorontzof, Godovitch, and 
Ifmailof, entered the carriage, in which the ' 
latter had returned to Oranienbaum, Peter 
quitted that palace without a fingle guard or 
attendant; but he had fcarcely proceeded a 
mile, before a corps of Huflars, of the em-^ 
prefs's party, furrounded the carriage, and ac-p 
Cpmpanied it to Peterhof, where he arrived 

P 4 ' about 
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about half paft twelve. He was immediately 
feparated from his companions. The emprefs 
declined a perfonal conference ; but fent count 
Panin, who was admitted alone, What paiT-r 
ed during this awful interview between that 
nobleman and his depofed fovereign, is not, 
nor probably ever will be, difclofed to the 
public; but nothing can convey a ftronger 
picture of the emperor's weaknefs and pu- 
lillanimity, than the following abdication in 
form, which was the refult pf their converfa- 
tion *, 

" During the fhort period which I have; 
*^ reigned over the Ruffian empire, I have 
'* found, from experience, that my abilities are 
*^ infufficient to fupport fo great a burden ^ 
*^ and that I am not capable of diredling the 
'* Ruffian empire in any v^ay, and much lefs 
*' with a delpptic power. I alfo acknow- 
" ledge that I have been the caufe of all the 
*^ interior troubles, which, had they con- 
*^ tinued much longer, would haye overturned 
^* the empire, an4 haye covered me with eter- 

♦ I have fufficient reafon tp believe that this abdicatior^ 
was made at Peterhof : if, however, as fome perfons with 
lefs probability have afferted, he figned it at Oranienbaunx 
before he was in the hands of his enemies, Jiis pufillanimity 
admits of no palliation. 

'' na| 
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** nal (JifgracC;. Having ferioufly weighed thefe 
** circumftances, I declare, without conftraint, 
^^ an4 in the moft folemn manner, to the 
" Ruffian empire, and to the whole world, 
*■ that I for ever renounce the government of 
" the faid empi^-e, never defiring hereafter to 
^* reign therein, either as an abiblute fove- 
** reign, or under any other form of govern-^ 
^^ ment. I declare alfo, that I will never en- 
** deavour to reaflume the government. As a 
'^ pledge of this, I fwear fincerely before God, 
** and all the world, to this prefent renuncia^ 
** tion, written and figned with my own 
** hand. Peter, 

'' June 29, O. S. 1762.'* 
Having figned this abdication, he was con^ 
Vi^ed in the evening a prifoner to Robfcha, a 
fmall imperial palace twenty miles from Pe- 
tcrhof ; and the emprefs returned about the 
fame time to Peterfburgh. About feven fhc 
made her triumphant entry on horfeback, 
amidft continued huzzas j the ftreets were 
filled with a prodigious concourfe of people, 
lyho were drawn up in lines, and kiffed her 
hands, which ihe held out to them as fhe 
pafled along. A great number of priefts were 
aflembled upon this occafion about the ave- 
nues to the palace : as fhe rode through their 

ranks. 
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ranks, Ihe ftooped down to falutc the cheeks 
of the principal clergy, while they were kifT- 
ing her hand ; a mode of falutation in Ruffia, 
jCxpreffiye of the higheft deference^ 

The firft hurry of the revolution was no 
Ibonpr paft J and the fpirit of revolt had fcarce 
time to fubfide, before many repented of hav- 
ing deferted their fovereign. The populace, al- 
ways prone to change, began to pity their de- 
jthroned monarch ; and loft fight of his de- 
fers ii) the contemplation of his calamity : 
ihcy regarded him no longer in the light of a 
piiiguided ruler, but only 'a$ an unfortunate 
prince, driven from the height of power to the 
jnoft abjedt ftate, and fubjedt to the horrors 
of perpetual imprifonment. Peter, notwith-. 
landing his violence and incapacity, pof- 
fefled feyeral qualifications of a popular na-» 
ture jj and was greatly beloyed by thofe who 
had accefs to his perfon. During the em- 
prefiTes's march to Peterhof, feveral private 
foldiers manifefted ftrong fymptpms of diflatif^ 
fadtipn ; fome openly murmured at being le4 
againft their foyereign j and it has fince beeij 
luiown, that had Peter, upon the fir|l news of 
the revolution, made his* appearance in perfon^ 
many of the troops would have deferted to hi§ 
ftandard. This fpirit of difcontcnt was ob- 

fervedi 



Cj I. REVeLUTIpN OF MDGCLXII, 43 

feryed, and fecretly fomented by the partizang 
of the emperor j the tide of popularity wa^ 
even turning in his favour, and a ngvy riling 
was hqurly expedt^d : at this crifis Peter's de- 
ceafe delivered Ruifia from the impending^ 
Jiorrors of a civil war. This evenf happened 
at Robfcha pn the 6th of July, O. S- on the 
feventh day of his confinement^ and in the 
34th year of his age, His body was brought 
to the convent of St. Alexander Neyfki at Pe-? 
terfburgh, and there laid in ilate j where per- 
sons of all ranks were admitted, according tQ 
the cuftom of Ruffia, to kifs the hand of the 
jdeceaied. His remainsf were then buried in 
]the church of the convent j and the place of 
the fepulchre was difltinguifhed with neither 
tomb nor infcription. 

The 4e*4th of Peter was not followed by any 
of thofe tragical fcenes, which had hitherto 
uniformly difgraced the revolutions in Ruffia : 
not one of the nobles were fent into Siberia ; 
there were no public or private executions; 
f ven the perfbnal enemies of the emprefs were 
forgiven. Marfhal Munic had given the em- 
peror the beft advice ; and had offered to fup- 
port him at the hazard of his own perfbn. 
Catharine is faid to have mildly inquired the 
piotives, which had incited in him iucH an 

aftive 
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adtive fpirit of oppofition to her interefts. 
** I was at that period," replied Munic with 
a fpirit which twenty years imprifonment 
could not fubdue, ** engaged by the ftrongeft 
** ties of duty and gratitude to exert myfelf in 
** behalf of my late mailer : your majefty is 
** now my fovereign, and will experience the 
" fame fidelity." The emprefs, ftruck with 
the magnanimity of his anfwer, with equal 
greatnefs of mind repofed in him the moft 
unbounded confidence, which was juftified by 
his fubfequent condudt. As foon as the dan- 
ger of a new infurrediion was diipelled, count 
Vorontzof was releafed from prifon, and af- 
terwards employed. Elizabeth Vorontzof ex- 
perienced from the emprefs no expreffion of 
either jealoufy or refentment ; her perfon was 
untouched, and fhe even retained, undimi- 
nifhed, all the fruits of Peter's bounty. Ca- 
tharine, with a magnanimity peculiar to her 
charadler, forgave the indignities which flie 
hjid received at her fuggeftion, and even her 
prefumption in afpiring to a participation of 
the crown : fhe was permitted to efpoufe a 
private perfon ^ and ftill remains at Peterf- 
burgh a living monument of the emprefs 's 
unparalleled lenity. Godovitch, the emperor's 
fjivourite, and who was particularly obnoxious 

to 
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to the emprefs, was allowed to retire to his 
native country ; and the Holftein guards, who 
had offered, nay, even importuned the em- 
peror to condudl them againft his confort, 
were not treated with the leaft degree of fe- 
verity : they who chofe to inlift were in- 
corporated in the different regiments -, and the 
others withdrew themfelves unmolefled from 
Ruffia. Prince George of Holflein, uncle to 
Peter, and who was not unacquainted with 
the defign of arrefling the emprefs, was de- 
tained a prifoner in his own palace during the 
progrefs of the revolution ; but that event 
had no fooner taken place, than he was pro- 
moted to the rank of field-marfhal, and ap- 
pointed adminiflrator of Holflein during the 
minority of the great-duke. 

Catharine was in the 34th year of her age 
when fhe afcended the throne ; and the fuccefs 
of this revolution was no lefs owing to her 
own perfonal fpirit and abilities, than to the 
zeal of her party and the popularity of her 
caufe. 
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CHAP. II. 

Family and birth of Ivan. — Appointed great-^ 
duke of KufCiz.-r-Dec/ared emperor upon the 
death of Anne. — Depofed by Elizabeth.^ 
Imprifoned at Riga, Dunamurtd, Oranicn- 
burgh, and lafily at Schluflelburgh. — De- 
fcription of his apartment .—Method of life, 
— IntelleBs. -^Ferodtyj &c, — Vtfited by 
Peter III. — Account of' that interview. — 
Removed to Kcxholm. — Brought back to 
Schluflelburgh. — Attempt of Mirovitch 
in his favour. — Death o/'Ivan. — Trial and 
execution of Mixov'itch.—Punifiment of his 

\ accomplices. — Sujpicjon of a collujion between 

the court and Mirovitch. -^P^-o^ of thofe 

fufpicions. 
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fujpicwns. — Refute^. — Account of\\2xxspa^ 
rents and family. — Biographical anecdotes of 
count Munic. 

IVAN, the unfortunate fubjccft of the pre- 
fent narrative, w^as lineally defcended, on 
the female fide, from the tzar Ivan Alexie- 
vitch, elder brother of Peter the Great * ; 
and was fon of Anne of Mecklenburgh, and 
of Anthony Ulric prince of Brunfwick : he 
was born on die 4th of Auguft, 1740, created 
great-duke by his aunt the emprefs Anne; 
and, at her demife, on the 28 th of October, 
in the fame year, fucceeded to the throne, 
from which he was depofed by Elizabeth on 
the 6 th of December, 1741 • 

The foldiers, who were fent to arreft the 
young emperor, were ordered to fteal foftly 
into his apartments ; and, if he was afleep, 

• Ivan Alexievitcr. 



Catharine. AKNijEmpTcis of Ruffia. 

' 1 



ANMXy married to Anthony Ulric^ 
Prince of Brunfwick. 



Ivan. 



See Geneal. Table of tl^ Houfe of Romanoff in Vol. II. Book Hi. at the 
eadofClup, UI. 
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not to difhirb him. Finding him flum- 
bering by the fide of his nurfe, they flood 
round the cradle in refpe<ftful filencc, at leaft 
an hour before the prince opened his eyes : 
then all the foldiers, at once endeavouring to 
feize him, and difputing who fhould carry 
him, the child was terrified, and cried ; they 
immediately defifted, and permitted the nurfe 
to approach, who covered him with a cloak, 
and was conveyed with him in a fledge to 
the palace of Elizabeth. The latter took the 
child, kifled it, and, while it was yet in her 
arms, a body of foldiers paflling by the pa- 
lace, fhouted, ** Long live Elizabeth !'* The 
infant, pleafed with the acclamations, ftretched 
out his little hand, and, fmiling, tried to imi- 
tate the fhouts of the foldiers ; upon which 
Elis^abeth exclaimed, ** Innocent creature ! 
** thou perceiveft not that thou art endea- 
** vouring to fpeak againft thyfelf *.'* 

It is difficult to trace Ivan diftindtly from 
the time of his depofition to his imprifon- 
ment at Schlufl^elburgh ; but the following 
account feems the moft probable. He and 
his parents were certainly firft carried to the 
fortrefs of Riga, where they were confined 
about a year and an half: from thence they 

* Buf. Hif. Mag. vol. I. p. 374. 

were 
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were removed to Dunamund *, and after- 
wards to Oranienburgh, a fmall town in th« 
province of Voronetz. Here they remained 
at leaft two years under the care of baron 
Korf, who behaved to his prifoners with great 
humanity and indulgence. I could not learn 
exadlly how long they continued at Oranien- 
burgh, nor whether Ivan was transferred with 
his parents to Kolmogori; at which place 
his mothet Anne certainly died in childbed in 
1746. Bufching fays, that when his parents 
were fent to Kolmogori, Ivan, who was then 
in the eighth year of his age, was left at 
Oranienburgh ; and that fome time after- 
wards a certain monk contrived to releafe 
him from prifon, and to convey him as far 
as Smolenfko, where they were furjprized and 
taken ^f-. Soon after this event, he was pro- 
bably carried to the convent of Valdai, fitu- 

ated 

* Manftein's Memoirs, p. 315. 

t Buf. Hift. Mag. VI. p. 529. There is an inaccu- 
racy in Bufching's account, probably only a falfe print, viz, 
that he was in the eighth year of his age >yjien his parents 
were fent to Kolmogori 5 for in March, 1746, die time of 
Anne's death, he was only fix years and feven months old : 
and fome time muft be allowed for conveying his parents 
from Oranienburgh to Kolmogori. Bufching was in- 
formed, by baron Korf, that they were all confined toge- 
ther at Oranienburgh : and I was told by an Englifli gen- 

VOL. III. E tleman. 
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atcd upon an ifland in the lake of the fame 
name, which lies at a little diftance from the 
high road between Peterfburgh and Mofcow,. 
The time of his confinement in this con- 
vent, and his fituation until his removal to 
Schluflelburgh, are circumftances which I 
was not able toafcertain^ But it cannot ap- 
pear furprizing, if there fliould be ibme ob- 
fcurity in the biftory of a ftate-^prifoner fe- 
cretly confined from his earlieft infancy » 

During the kft eight years of his life, Ivan 
was undoubtedly imprifoned in the fortrefs of 
Schluflelburgh ; whither be was firft brought 
in 1756, in the fixteenth year of his age* 
The fame year he was fecretly conveyed, by 
count Peter Shuvalof, grand-mafler of the 
artillery, to the hou£t of his coufin Ivan Iva- 
novitch Shuvalof at Peteriburgh ; where Eli- 
zabeth &w and fpofce to him without making 
herfelf known : it is faid that fhe burft into 
tears at thi& interview. On the enfuing day the 
prince was reconduxfted to Schluflelburgh. 

When I vifited Schluilelburgh, I was ad- 
mitted into dte fortrefs, but was: not fuffered 
to enter die room in which he had been con - 

ricman>- who bad been at Kcdmogori, tbat Ivan had been 
there imprifoned for a fhort time; but as I could not 
kam ftom what authority he had derived his information, 
I cannot ventuce^ adopt it» 

.fined ^ 
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fined ;^ ^t as I examined one that was fimi- 
lar, and have converfed with feveral peiibns 
who have feen it, I am able to give the fol- 
lowing defcription of it. It is fituated to- 
wards t}]^ fartheft extremity of the corridort, 
defcribed on a former occafion *. It is about 
25 feet fquafe> and vaulted: the walk arc 
of bare ftonc, and die floor is of brick. The 
window was not clofed, like thofe of the ad- 
jacent cells, but glazed : and the glals was 
covered with a kind of plaiAer, which, while 
it admitted the light, could not be feen through. 
There was no other furniture than a truckle- 
bed, a table, and fonlc chairs. In this dif- 
mal apartment he was immured during the 
fpace of eight years, excepting when he was 
occafionally conducted to the intcri9r fortrefsr, 
which communicated at top with the air ; 
but in the enjoyment of which the apprehcn- 
fions of his eicape rendered it impolitic to 
gratify hini, as often as humanity could have 
wiflied. 

With refped: to his intellects, as he had 
been imprifoned from the fdcond year o£ his 
age, his ideas of courfe were very few, and his 
knowledge exceedingly limited: and, though 

♦ Vol. IL Book IV. Chap. VI. 
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not abfolutely an idiot, he difcovered occa- 
iional fymptoms of infanity. He could nei- 
ther read nor write'; he fpdke the Ruffian 
language, and knew a few German words, 
which he muft have learned when almoft a 
child from his parents : he was rather inar- 
ticulate in his fpeech, and, when agitated, 
ftammered exceedingly. He was not igno- 
rant from whom be was defcended, and that 
he had once been emperor. He was ftrongly 
prepaffefTed with the hopes of regaining hi» 
liberty, and of reafcending the throne ; ufed 
frequently to allude to his future behaviour 
^ when that event fhould take place ; and 
whenever he was roufed- by paffion, would 
threaten to punifh thofe who provoked him* 
He was hy nature exceedingly choleric and 
ferocious; and would rage almoft to mad- 
nefs whenever he was intoxicated: for fomc 
time he was improperly indulged in every 
article for his table ; he was ferved in plate,. 
had a great variety of difhes, and all kinds^ 
of wine. But afterwards, in orcfer to prevent 
his frequent excefles, thefe luxuries were ju- 
dicioufly diminifhed ; though his maintenance 
was ftill amply provided for by the allowance 
of ^.20 per month. 

He 
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He would often change his drcfs twenty 
times in the day, and walk about his room 
admiring himfelf with puerile fatisfadtion. In 
regard to his religious opinions, he had fome 
faint knowledge of the Greek perfuaiion ; 
and ufed frequently to pray in the moll fer- 
vent mann^. Once a year he was accuf- 
tomed to confefs, and receive the facrament 
according to the ceremony of that church ; 
and often boafted of obtaining revelations 
from the angel GabrieL 

He certainly knew that the emprefs Eli- 
zabeth was feated upon that throne from 
which he had been depofed : but it does not 
appear that he was ever made acquainted 
with her death, and the fubfequent changes, 
Peter III. foon after his acceflion, came him- 
felf to Schluflelburgh, accompanied by Godo-- 
vitch, Lesf Alexandre vitch, Narifhkin, Vol- 
kof, and baron Korf. Being immediately re- 
ceived within the fortrefs, they demanded to 
fee Ivan ; but the governor refufed to admit 
them into the prince's apartment, on account 
of the ftridnefs of his orders, until he was 
informed, that the emperor himfelf was pre- 
fent. Peter for a fhort time remained con- 
cealed, while his nobles and attendants con-, 
yerfed with Ivan; but he foon joined the 

E 3 company. 
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company, drank a difli of coffee, and en- 
tered into difcourfe with the prince. 

I endeavoured to CQlleft fome intelligence 
of what pafled at this conference; but the 
information I received, even from perfons of 
good authority, was extremely various and 
contradi<9:ory. Inftead, therefore, of retail- 
ing uncertain and difcordant anecdotes, I fliall 
fubmit to the reader the following tranflation 
from Bufching's account of this interview, 
which muft be deemed authentic, becaufe 
lie received it from general Korf, who was 
prefent during the whole time. 

** In March 1762, teeter III. defirous of 
** feeing Ivan, fet off early in the morning 
^' for Schluffelburgh, accompanied by baron 
" Korf, Narifhkin, and Volkof. He tra- 
** veiled with poft-horfes, and kept his in- 
** tention fo fecret, that it was noon before 
** his uncle prince George of Holftein was 
^' made acquainted with his departure. Pe- 
'* ter affumed the charadter of an officer ; 
*' and, having fhewed the governor of Schluf- 
*^ felburgh an order for admiffion, previoufly 
figned by himfelf, went, with his attend- 
ants, to the apartment of prince Ivan, 
** which he found a wretched place, and 
** provided with the meaneft furniture. His 

8 ^^ clothes 
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** clothes were clean and in good condition, 
** but extremely coarfe ; and he appeared re- 
" markably neat in his perfon, as well as in 
"** his linen. He had the appearance of an 
** idiot, and fpoke in a confufed manner. 
*^ One moment he affirmed that he was the 
*^ emperor Ivan ; and the next, that the foul 
*^ of that emperor, who was no longer alive, 
'* had migrated into his body. Upon being 
*^ afked what induced him to imagine that 
^* he was an emperor ; he replied, * that he 
^^ had learnt it from his parents and the fol- 
diers who guarded him^* Being queftioned 
whether he recollected his parents, he an- 
^' fwered in the affirmative ^ and then bit- 
^* terly lamented, that the emprefs Elizabeth 
^* had always kept tlaem, as well as himfelf, in 
**' a wretched ftate ^ adding, he well remem- 
** bcred that he and they were formerly under 
*^ the care of an officer, who was the only 
*^ perfon that had 'ever ijjewed them any 
^^ tendernefs or humanity : general Korf in- 
^* ftantiy demanding, whether he itill fhould 
*^know this officer; * I could not recoiled 
*** him at prefent,' anfwered Ivan, * as it is 
*' fo long ago fince I faw him, and I wa« 
** then a child ; but his name I have not 
forgotten, it is Korf/ The general was 
greatly affedted. Ivan had heard of the 

E 4 ** great- 
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*' great-duke * and his wife : and, as he re-, 
peatedly faid that he hop?d again to be em-. 

peror, he was alked in what manner he 
** would then behave to them ; ' I would hav^ 
** them both executed/ returned the prince. 
** Peter was much fhocked : he determined, 
** however -f, to order the conftru£ting of a 
** fmall houfe in the fortrefs for the unhappy 
'* prifoner, and propofed to treat him in a 
*' more humane manner. Prince George of 
** Holftein even advifed Peter to reftore the 
" prince to his liberty, to fend him into Ger- 
*' many, together with his father, Anthony 
'* Ulric, and the reft of his family, and to 
'* allow them a handfome penfion : but the 
** emperor 'did not feem to approve the ad- 
^' vice J."" 

To this curious account I am enabled ta 
add the following authentic anecdote. Peter 

r 

* Namely, Peter and Catharine. 

f We may colleft from thefe expreiliops, that Bun- 
ching fuppofed the houfe within the (mall fortrefs to have 
been conftrufted for Ivan, and not* for the emprefe ; but he 
was probably unacquainted with the circumftance, that 
Ivan was removed to Kexholm the beginning of June,; 
this removal was perhaps occafioned by the defign which 
the emperor had formed, of confining the emprefs in the 
fortrefs of Schluflelburgh. 

J See Gefchichte des Ruflifchen Kayfers Johann dcs 
Dritten. Buf. H. M. VI. p. 530, & feq. 

had 
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had not been long with Ivan before he be- 
jpame dilpirited and fuddenly indifpofed; he 
accordingly quitted thq room^ and went out 
into the air, • ' I feel myfelf now," faid he 
fo one of his fuite, ** very much refrefhed ; i 
^* was, indeed, exceedingly ihocked, and very * 
^* pear faiqting," He then returned into the 
apartment, and renewed his cqnverfation with 
lyan^ wjth whom he ftaid near an hour, 

Peter, it is faid, had even propofed to re- 
leafe Ivan frgm his irr^prifonment : and as he 
had conceived an idea that, perhaps, policy 
had induced thq prince Xo counterfeit idiotifin, 
fbr the purpofe of difcoyefing the truth, he 
prdered a confidential peribn to remain for 
fome days in lyan's apartment. This perfon 
foon perceived that his behaviour was not the 
effedt of limulatjon, but that he at times 
talked wildly, a? if he was really difordered in 
his underftanding : he would frequently with 
raptures aflert, that the angel Gabriel ap- 
peared to him in vifions, and brought reve- 
lations from heaven. Being afked by this 
perfon, why he imagined that he had once 
been emperor; he replied, *' I was told fo 
*^ by one of my guards, who looking ftead- 
** faftly at me, burft fuddenly into tears ; and 
.^* upon my demanding the reafon, informed 



•^ me, 
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** me, that he, as well as the whole nation, 
*' had formerly taken the oath of allegiance 
^* to me as emperor ; and he then gave me 
** the account of my dethronement, and of 
*' the acceflion of Elizabeth/* 

Peter, now fully convinced that Ivan's un- 
derftanding was difordered, foon relinquifhed 
all thoughts of relcafing him ; and foon af- 
terwards ordered him to be fent by water to 
Kexholm, a fortrefs lituated in a fmall ifland, 
where the Voxen flows into the lake of La- 
doga. He wae conveyed acrpfs that lake in a 
fmall open boat to a galliot, which lay ^t 
anchor to receive him at fome diftance from 
Schluflclburgh. The wind being boifterous, 
and the water extremely agitated, he at firft 
trembled with fear 5 but, in a fhort time, be- 
came compofed, although there arofe a vio- 
lent ftorm, which the watermen could fcarcely 
weather. The waves, indeed, ran fo, high, 
that the boat was overfet ; and the prince was 
not faved without the greateft difficulty. In 
the month of Auguft, IVan was a^gain re- 
moved from the fortrefs of Kexholm to that 
of SchluflTelburgh, by order of the emprefs 
Catharine, who had in this interval fucceeded 
to the tfirone* He was conduced in a car- 
riage, which breaking down near the village 

of 
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of Schluffetburgh, he was led through the 
place covered with a cloak, and thus fettled 
again in his former habitation. 

This unhappy ftate-prifoner was detained 
in the fame fortrefs until the time of his de- 
ceafe, which happened in the morning of the 
5th * of July, 1764. The plain account of 
this melancholy event is as follows. Two offi- 
cers, a captain Vlafief and lieutenant Tchekin, 
were appointed to guard Ivan, and for that 
purpofe were ftationed in his apartment. In 
rfie fortrefs was a company, confifting of near 
an hundred fojdiers ; of whom about eight 
or ten ftood eentinel in the corridore clofe to 
tiie door of his room, and within the paflagc 
leading to it; the reft were pofted in the 
guard-houfe, at the gate, and in di^brent parts 
of the fortrefs, under the command of the go- 
vernor. At that time the regimeatof Smo- 
leniko was quartered in the village of Schluf- 
felburgh ; and every week an hundred men 
relieved the guard in the fortrefs. Vaflili Mi- 
rovitch, an under-lieutenant in this regiment, 
was the perfbn who, by attempting to releafe 
Ivan, was^rfie cauie of his death. This pcr- 
ibn was grandfon of the rebel of the fame 

♦ O. S. iMi N. S. 

name. 
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name, who followed Mazeppa Hetman of th^ 
Coflacs, when the latter revolted from Peter 
the Great, and joined Charles XII • in his ill- 
concerted expedition into the Ukraine. Mi- 
rovitch had applied to the emprefs to reftore 
the eftates of his grandfather, which had beea 
confifcated after the battle of Pultava; but 
having met with a poiitive refufal, as well in 
this as in other applications, he formed the 
defperate refolution of delivering Ivan ; in or- 
der to place that prince upon the throne 
which he had once filled, and to raife himfelf 
to a rank and ftation equal to that of the 
firft fubjeft in the empire. But, as he was a 
perfon without fortune or connexions, the 
means he was enabled to adopt were far from 
being adequate to the boldnefs of the enter- 
prize. 

Having formed this daring refolution, he, z 
few months before the purpofed time of exe- 
cution, communicated it at Cafan to a lieu- 
tenant in the regiment of Veliki- Luki, whofe 
name was Apollon Ufhakof. Thefe two af- 
fociates repaired to the church of the Virgin 
Mary, where they took an oath of fecrecy 
and fidelity upon the altar, and, mixing fana- 
ticifm with treafon, invoked the Almighty to 
aflift and fandify their defigns. They alfo 

joined 
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joined in drawing up a manifefto, which they 
propofed to diftribute as foon as Ivan fhould 
be fet at liberty. The execution of this en- 
terprize was delayed until the fummer ; when 
it was expected that the emprefs would be 
abfent from the capital upon an expedition in- 
to Livonia. Soon afterwards Mirovitch joined 
his regiment, which was quartered at Schluf- 
felburgh; but his confederate Ufhakof was 
accidentally drowned, on the 29 th of March, 
in his way to Smolenfko. 

Mirovitch, deprived of his affociate, does 
not appear to have found any other perfon in 
whom he could repofc equal confidence. He 
founded, however, a fervant of the court, 
whofe name was Tikon Cafatkin ; and art- 
fully endeavoured to infufe, by degrees, into 
his mind rebellious principles, in order to 
make him, at a proper feafon, the inftru- 
ment of his purpofes. But he was fomewhat 
more explicit with Simeon Tchevaridfef, lieu- 
tenant in the corps of artillery ; to whom 
he communicated, firft, by dark and obfcure 
hints, and then in fomewhat plainer terms, a 
defign of releafing Ivan ; and of condudting 
him to that corps ftationed at Peterfburgh : 
but he nientioned it merely as a project, with- 
out fixing any precife time for attempting it^ 

or 
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or n^Mxiing himfelf as the perfon who WouM 
ckre to undertake it. 

With fo little management, and no pre- 
caution in cafe of failure, did Mirovitch re- 
folve to carry his defign into execution ;. but 
he was upon duty during a whole week in the 
fortrefs without finding any favourable oppor- 
tunity. He had obferved> however, and fet 
a private mark on the door of Ivan's apart- 
ment, and had ihewn it to his friend Simeon 
Tchevaridfef, who came from Peterfburgh to 
vifit him. At the clofe of the week his turn 
of courfe ejtpired; but he folicited and ob- 
tained, under fome fpecious pretence, the per- 
miifion of being continued upon guard on the 
evening of the 4th of July *. Probably he 
confidered the foldiers, who were then upon 
duty, as more eafy to be corrupted than thofe 
who had juft been relieved. It docs not, how- 
ever, appear that he had previoufly gained 
more than one common foldier, whofe name 
was Jacob Pilkof : and it was not till about 
ten at night that he firft hinted his in- 
tention to thrte corporals and two foldiers, 
whoj though they all at firft pofitively re- 
&&d to joia him> yet, by the affiftance of 

* ISA, O. S. 
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Pifkof, and by his own artful pcrfuafions,. were 
at length prevailed upon to favour his de- 
figns. But although they confented to aflift 
Il^im; yet they could not be induced to adt 
With that determined refolution which the 
circumftances requirai. On the contnaiy, they 
continued wavering, and were ^ daggered 
with the danger, that they propofed to defer 
the enterprize until a mor« convenient op- 
portunity fhould occur. Mirovitch at iirft 
artfully appeared to yield to their fears ; but 
between one and two in the morning he fud- 
denly renewed his felicitations; when> in- 
capable of refilling his plaufible manner ; the 
diftribution he made among them of fome 
money ; the promife of more ; the expedta- 
tioii of great promotion } and his authorityj, 
as commanding officer; they were precipi- 
tately hurried on to engage heartily in the 
proje<3:, and to fecond his attempt. 

Having thus fecured the affiftance of fix 
perfons, he loft not a moment in fummoning 
about forty of the foldiers ftationed in that 
part bf the fortrefs, fome of whom were afleep 
and others upon guard ; and, under pretence 
of ^n order from the emprefs, he commanded 
them to load their pieces with ball, and to 
follow him : and, before they could be at all 

aware 
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aware of his intention, he led them towards 
the apartment of Ivan. In his Way he was- 
met by Berednikof the governor^ This officer 
had already retired to reft, but being alarmed 
by one of the guards, had haftily drefled him- 
ftlf I and accofting Mirovitch, commanded 
him to declare the caufe of the difturbance. 
Mirovitch returned no anfwer j but, ftriking 
him upon the forehead with the but-end of 
his mufket, delivered him a "prifoner to fome 
of his party ; and with the remainder ad- 
vanced to a wooden gate which guarded the 
paflage leading to the prince's apartment. He 
demanded admittance ; but meeting with a 
pofitive refufal from the centinels, he ordered 
his followers to difcharge their mufkets, and 
to force their way : they obeyed, and the. 
centinels returned the fire. The foldiers, de- 
ceived by. Mirovitch, had expefted no oppofi- 
tion : furprized, therefore, and alarmed at the 
refiftance of the centinels, they retired with 
precipitation, notwithftanding all the efforts 
of their leader, and infifted upon feeing the 
order of the emprefs, Mirovitch immediately 
read to them a paper *, which he had forged ; 

at 

* It is difficult, at this diftance of time, to find out the 
contents of this paper 5 but it appeared, from the exami- 
nation 



ti 2i HISTORY OF PRINCE IVAN; 6$ 

iat the bottom of which he had counterfeited 
the impferial fignature : and as it was no diffi- 
tult matter to deceive fuch ignorant men, 
few of whom could read ; he prevailed upon 
thetii by entreaties, promifesi and threats, in- 
ftantly to make a fecond attempt. During 
this fliort interval^ a cannon had bdcii draw^ 
from one of the baftions, which Mirovitch 
himfelf pointed againft the paffage leading to 
the prince's apartment, when the door was 
fuddenly opefaed> and the whole party fufFered 
to enter without oppofition. 

Upon the firft attempt of Mirovitch, Vlafief 
and Tchefcin had difperfed the aflkilants by 
Ordering the centinels to fire ; but when they 

natidn 6f Mirovitch and his atflbiciates, to hate been ob- 
icurely drawn up. As h^ afitrted that ^hat he read to^ 
them iffued from the emprefs, he could not lay open his 
defigri ofreleafing Ivan; and probably the paper contained 
only ah order to t^ke the prince from under the tiiftody of 
Vlafief and Tchekin, who might be reprefeilted as betray- 
ing their truft : this fuj^pofition is confirmed by the vio-* 
leiit abufe which the foldiers, upon their return to makf 
the fecofid [attack, threw out againft thefe two officers, 
Nikita Lebedef, the next in command to Mirovitch, was 
the only perfon who perceived that the order was counts 
tejrfeited ; and^ though he did not affift Mirovitch^ he was 
afterwards puniflied for not having discovered, the in\po- 
.fition to the mifguided foldiers. 

Vol. III4 F returned. 
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returned, and Mirovitch, with his cannon 
pointed, feemed refolutely determined to force 
his way^ the officers, finding no poffibility of 
further refiftance, attacked with their drawn 
fwords the tinfortunate objefl: of this contcft,. 
who had been siwakened hy tlx tumult, and 
had ftartcd out of bed. The pince, though 
without any weapon, and ahnofl naked, yet„ 
animated with defpair, made a vigorous de- 
fence : be parrkd their repeated thrujfts ; and,, 
though pierced through the hand, broke one 
of their fwords, until overpowered and ftab«* 
bed in fevcral places, he was difpatched by a 
wcxxnd in the back. The officers imme- 
diately threw open the door, and, pointing to 
the body of Ivan> exclaimed, " Here is your 
^ emperor !" Mirovitch„ upon beholding the 
dfcad body, ftarted back in qn agony of fur- 
prife i foon^ however, recolleding himfelf, he 
iqfiade no other attempt ; but returned with 
perfed: compofure to the governor Bered- 
nikof, and delivering up his fword,. calmly 
did, " I am now your pfifoner/' 

. On the following day, the body of Ivan 
was expofed in a fhirt and a pair of drawers 
bfefore the guard-houfe in the fortrefs ^ whi- 
ther an immenfe concourfe of people flocked 
from all quarters* I was informed by a gen- 

tleman^ 
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tlemad, who was prefent upon the occafioa^ 
that hesfound it impoflible to defcribc the 
animated grief which appeared in the coun* 
tenancesi^ attitudes^ and expreflions of thd 
people at the fight of a prince, who had once 
been feated on the throne ; whofe misfor- 
tune only, and no crime, had occafioned his 
imprifonment j and whofe wretched exiftence 
had been prematurely clofed by the hand o£ 
violence* The concourfe at laft was fo groat 
as to excite apprehenfions of a tumult : the 
body was accordingly wrapped in a flieep-ikuii 
put into a cofHn^ and buried in an ancient 
chapel of the fortrefs, which is now demo^^ 
lifhed* 

According to the information I received 
from thofe who had fetn the body of Ivan, 
he was fix feet in height, handfome, and Atb^ 
letic j he had finall fiery eyes, reddifh hair and 
beard, and a complexion unconunonly fair, 
which had been rendered pallid by confine-^ 
ment. 

The account of this wild enterprize of Mi*- 
rovitch, and of Ivan's death, was forwarde4 
to count Panin, together with feveral copies 
of the manifefl:o which had been originally 
concerted with Ufliakof, and which were 
found upon Mirovitch whw he furrCBidcrcd. 

Fa The 
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The manifefto contained the moft virulent 
abufe and dreadful imprecations againft the 
cmprefs, Mrho was rcprefented as an ufurper of 
the throne of which Ivan was the lawful fo- 
vereign ; and the copies were to have been 
diftributed as fobn as the prince (hould be 
refcued and brought to the capital. Count 
Panin difpatcHed immediate intelligence to 
the emprefs in Livonia ; who commanded 
lieutenant-general Weymar to repair without 
delay to Schluflelburgh, in order to examine 
Mirovitch and his aflbciates ; and to colled 
all poffible information that might contribute 
to a full difcovery of their defigns. This in- 
formation, together with the confeffion of 
Mirovitch and his accomplices, was laid be- 
fore a committee compofed of five principal 
ecclefiaftics, the fenate, and of other nobles 
high in rank and office. Mirovitch and his 
abettors, being removed to Peterfburgh, w^re 
•examined at different times before this com- 
mittee, both feparately and together; and 
the reiult of all thefe inquiries tended to fhow, 
that Mirovitch had not been inftigated to this 
attempt ; but that he had originally contrived 
the plot, and had afted throughout the whole 
•tranfaAion folely from himfelf. 

During the courfe of the feveral meetrogs 

that 
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that were held on this occafion, Mirovitch 
aftoniihed the committee by his infolent and 
undaunted behaviour: at lafl:, however, he 
was brought in fome meafure to a fenfe of 
his crime, by the reprefentations of the arch- 
biihop of Roftof, and four nobles fpecially de- 
puted for that purpofe ; and being then again 
exhorted to confefs if he had any other aflfa- 
ciates of his guilt, he firmly replied, ^* As a 
*' man devoted to die, I folemnly declare, that 
^* my confeflion contains all I know : I call 
^* upon the Almighty to witnefs the truth of 
*' this aflertion, and to denounce his fevereft 
** vengeance upon me in the next world, if 
** I have mifreprefented any circumftance, or 
** concealed any accomplice/' Being con- 
victed of high treafon, he was condemned to 
lofe his head; and the body, together. with 
the fcaffold upon which he was to fuffer, were 
ordered to be burnt upon the fpot. The fen- 
tence was performed on the 26 th of Sep- 
tember, in the city of Peterfburgh, Miro- 
vitch walked to the place of execution along 
the ftrcets, filled with an innumerable con- 
courfe of people, with an unconcerned air^ 
and a fteady and affured countenance ; and 
having mounted the fcaffold, he caft his eyes 
around him with a look of indifference ; then 

F 3 croffing 
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Croffing himfelf, and without uttering a fingle 
word *, he laid down his head upon the 
block, and it was fevered from his body at 
One ftrbke. 

Mirovitch alone fuffered capitally; his abet- 
tors were fiibje^ed to different penalties, ac- 
cording to thfe degrees of their guilt. Pjfkof^ 
who was the moft criminal, was fentenced tp 
run the gauntlet twelve times through a line 
pf a thoufand men, and his five more im- 
mediate aflbciatcs ten times ; they were then 
condemned for life to hard labour and im-! 
prifonment : a fentence fcarcely lighter than 
death itfelf. It is needlefs to difcrimin^te the 
penalties impofed upon the others, which cpn-j 
lifted chiefly in the gauntlet, in degradation, 
and in condemnation to ferve In dif^ant gar- 
rifons. It will be fufEcient to obferve, that 
fifty-five delinquents were involyed in the 
treafon of Mirovitch : to thefe muft be added 
Gafatkin and Tchevaridfef, who were found 
guilty of holding treafonable converfationa; 
with him ; and Nikita Lebedef, who was p\Xr^ 
nifhed for not having undeceived the foldiers 
by expofing the falfity of the imperial order 
which Mirovitch had forged, 

* It' may not* be improper to remark, that Miroyitcl^ 
was yiot gagged, as has been falfely afferted. 

Thefe 
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Theie are the principal fads which I was 
able to colled: refpeding the life and death of 
Ivan; and I have endeavoured to jftate them 
with perfed impartiality* The &me regard 
to truth prevents me from concealing the re- 
ports which were induilrioufly circulated, that 
the court not only connived at, but even en- 
couraged the attempt of Mirovitch. The ac- 
cufation is ilated in the following ;nannen 
Orders were previoufly given to captain Vla- 
fief and lieutenant Tchekin to deftroy Ivan^ 
if any attempt to releafe him ihould be likely 
to fucceed ; and for the purpole of furnifhing 
them with a pretence for difpatching him, 
Mirovitch was privately inftigated to form 
a confpiracy in his favour. The probability 
of this accufation is founded on the following 
proofs, 

!• That in the attack of Mirovitch and his 
party on the guards of Ivan, not one perfon 
on either fide was either killed or wounded^ 
IL That the condud of Mirovitch upon the 
failure of his projed, his daring and infolent 
behaviour under his trial, and his calm com- 
pofure at the place of execution, are not, 
upon any other fuppofition, to be accounted 
for. III. That orders were certainly given 
to Vlafief and Tchekin for putting Ivan to 

F 4 death i 



72 TRAVELS INTO RUSSIA. B, Jf 

death ; and that they werp as certainly prors 
moted for executing thofe orders. 

I. With refpedt to the firft proof, wp may 
readily allow the fad: to have been very ex- 
traordinary ; but by no means to be thought 
imppffible on account of its fmgularity. It is 
a wxll-known circumftance, that in the out- 
fkirts of an army large bodies of light troops 
frequently approach clofe to each other, and 
difcharge their fire without eflfedt. And if 
this frequently happens in the day-time ; its 
probability is ftill further increafed, when we 
confider that the rencounter in queftion hap- 
pened at two in the morning, and in the midft 
of a thick fog. The truth of this circum- 
ftance has been erroneoufly called in queftion : 
for I was informed ^t SchluiTelburgh, that 
almoft every morning in fummer a fog prcr 
cedes fun-rife, which is naturally accounted 
for from the very fituation of the ifland on 
which the fortrefs ftands, in a marfhy foil, 
and clofe to the largeft lake in Europe, Nor 
is it extraordinary that the centinels of Ivan, 
•who were but few, and fome of thefe few 
fheltered in the paflage, and others probably 
behind^ the pillars of the corridore, ihould not 
be wounded by the random fhots of the afTaiU 
{ints, wayering in their refplutipns, an4 ^^^r 

certain 
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certain whether to comply with, or difpbey, 
the orders of their leader. With reipedt tp 
the party of Mirovitch^ the whole number did 
not attack in a cplleftive body; many pf 
them continued at fqme diftance; ^nd they 
were all fo alarmed at the unexpe6t?d r^turp 
of their fire, that thpy inftantly difperfed, an4 
probably before all thq guard? had difcharged 
their mijfkets : and as the latter confifted only 
of eight or ten ; as the night was dark, and 
the area large ; it cannot be deemed furprifing 
that they miffed the affailants. To a perfoij 
who has been upon the fppt, and examine4 
the pofition of the place, thefe pirpumftanccs 
and thefe fupppfitions are far from appearing 
improbable : whereas, on the other hand, if 
we conclude the whole tp have been concerted, 
we muft ^Upw that every individual, on both 
fides, was previoufly informed that the at^r 
tack, as well as defence, fhould be feigned : 
a cafe in itfelf impoffible, that a defign of 
fuch importance, and the mode of accom- 
plifhing it, fhould be entrufted to fo many, 
and thofe of no higher rank than common 
foldiers, 

11. The fecond proof is drawn from the 
cpnduft of Mirovitch upon the death of Ivan, 
(luring hi? trial, and at the place of execu-f 

tion. 
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tion. In regard to his behaviour upon the 
death of Ivan, it i« obje<9«d, that, inftcad of 
attempting to make any refiftance, he calmly, 
ami pf his own accord, delivered himfelf a 
priibner. To this it may be anfwered, that 
he had founded all his hop^ of fuccefs upon 
obtaining pofleffion of Ivan's perfon ; the mo-- 
ment, therefore, that thofe hopes were fruf- 
trated by the death of that prince, his fate 
was decided. He had great difficulty in per- 
fuading the fbldiers to make the fecond at- 
tack, when the prince was alive ; what affift- 
ancc, therefore, could be expe(Sted from them 
when they knew that he was dead? They 
had no other objed: than to releafe Ivan, and 
had feven been unwillingly hurried on to fa^ 
vour that attempt. Could Mirovitch fuppofe 
that they would defperately affift him in at- 
tacking the officers, and in forcing an efcape ? 
And indeed whither could he efcape ? He 
could neither conceal himfelf in the fortrefs ; 
nor could he eafily withdraw himfelf from 
the ifland. He had, therefore, no other alter- 
native than felf-deftrudtion, or an inmiediatc 
furrender. His preference of the latter may 
be attributed to the impulfc of the moment, 
or rather perhaps to the cool intrepidity of 
hi^ charad:er. He had ventured his life and 

fortunes 
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Ibitunes upon one riik of extreme hazard j 
^nd when that failed him, he knew and was 
prepared for the worft, and fullenly refigned 
himfelf to his fate : but after all, it is too 
niueh to expert that we fhould juftify the 
conduft of an enthufiaft, in the moment of 
difappointment and defpair, upon the prin-^ 
ciples of found judgment and deliberate rca-^ 

His 

* 1 cannot in this place avoid citing a paflage from a^ 
anonymous author, who fuppofes a coUufion between Mi- 
rovitch and the c«urt : ^* Apres un fi noble exploit Mrs. 
^* WJafief & Tchekin jettent le corps du prince afiaf&nt 
*' devant la parte j et par un effet miraculeux Mirovitz, 
f5 ^ui ne CQn^tJfoit alors le prince Ivan que de nom^ le recon^ 
** noit dans ce foment pour fon empereur non ohjlant le 
^ brouillard epaisJ^ A ftrange objeSion ! as if, becaufe 
Mirovitch was qot acquainted with the perfon of Ivan, he 
fhould not know, or at leaft believe, the dead body to be 
his, when the guards cried out, ^* Here is your emperor!" 
Could he conceive they had murthered an innocent per- 
fon, merely with the view of deluding him ? And were 
not die doors of the apartment thrown open, and he at 
full liberty to fearch and fatisfy himfelf ? Another paflage 
^om the fame author muft be mentioned for its glaring; 
falfity \ " Le coup inattendu le frappa tellement, qu'il te- 
'* moigne fon repentir et fon affliftion a toute fa troupe, fe 
** rend prifonnier ; et de toute fa garde qui etoit complice du 
^* meme crime^ luifeul qui en eji le chef efl arretiy et luifeul 
^ ^» eJl punt J* The reader will be able to judge whe- 
ther the foldiers who aflifted Mirovitch were equally guilty 

with 
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His daring infolence before the committee, 
and his calm indifference at the place of exe- 
cution, are, it i$ alledged, rjiot to be accounted 
for, but upon the fuppofition that he affefted 
the former behavioyr, in order to prevent the 
idea of any collqfion ; and the latter, becauie 
he was fecure of a pardon : it is furmifed, 
therefore, that he was only to lay down his 
head upon the block, ai)d that a reprieve 
was to be ready at the place of execution. 
To this I briefly anfwer, that it is not to be 
conceived by what promifes a man could pof- 
^bly be perfuaded to hazard himfelf in £0 
critical a ftate. What could induce him to 
rifk his life under a momentary ftroke, to 
\>c given or fufpended by a power extremely 
interefted in his deftrudtign ? for the dead 

with him ; and whether he was the only perfon arretted, 
and the only perfon puniftied. The author of the above 
malevolent paragraph did not know, perhaps, that, by th^ 
laws of Ruflia, capital penalties are feldom infliftedj or 
that the accomplices of Mirovitch were feverely punifhed, 
We may remind him, that even in the rebellion of Pugat- 
thef, that impoftor and four of hi^ principal confederates 
were the only perfons who fufFered death : the other rebels 
Were knooted and condemned to bard labour and impri-* 
fonment. llie caufe muft be very b<id indeed, when its 
defenders have recourfe to fuch frivolous obje£ti6ns, and 
fi^ch glaring falfehoods. See Pieces concernant la mort dn 
Prince Ivan. 

betray 
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betray nothing; and his death would pre- 
clude all difcovery of fo infamous a tranfac- 
tion : and thefe ftrange fuppofitions are ad- 
vanced, as if no rebel was ever undaunted 
during trial; nor any malefaftor ever met 
death with firmnefs and eveA indifference. 

III. With refpeft to the third proof, which 
refts upon the previous orders to the officers 
Vlafief and Tchekin, their execution of thofe 
orders, and their promotion in confequence, 
I clearly and decifively reply, that fuch orders 
were not peculiar to the guards of Ivan ; they 
are always given to thofe who are appointed 
to jfecure ftate-prifoners of any confequence in 
Ruffia; they are to be juftified generally 
upon reafons of ftate ; nor were they in- 
vented upon the prefent occafion. During 
the whole reign of Elizabeth, this precau- 
tion had always been taken ; and in the pre- 
fent inftance, the orders were renewed, when- 
ever the perfons entrufted with the care of 
Ivan were changed. 

But, in fupport of this third proof, it is 
further alledged, that the officers were too 
precipitate in difpatching the prince : they 
might have conveyed him to fome place of 
greater fecurity, wljen the confpirators had 
been repulfed in their firft onfet. But whi- 
ther could they convey him ? they could not 

conceal 
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conceal him . in the fortrefs, or remove him 
from the ifland* There could be no apart- 
ment more fecure than that in which he 
was confined; and even if they had at-^ 
tempted to remove him, the fliortnefs of 
the interval between the firft and fecond af- 
fault would have prevented them* The aflail- 

. ants inftantly returned as foon as the forged 
order was read to them, and they return- 
ed with a loaded cannon • It follows, there- 
fore, that the officers and centinels found 
thanfelves incapable of oppofition, and that 
Ivan muft have fallen into the hands of Mi- 
rovitch : they had, therefore, no other alter- 
native than to put him to death. Dreadful 
alternative indeed! but which they were 
obliged to embrace, for the prefervation of 
the public tranquillity : if they performed 
their duty in this emergency; the approba- 
tion of their fovereign, and their fubfequent 
promotion, were the natural, and, I even add, 
the juft confequences. 

But furely the whole conduit of Miro- 
vitch, his aflbciation with Ufhakof, their 
oath of fidelity, the violent manifefto againft 

, the emprefs, together with his treafonable 
intercourfe with Cafatkin and Tchevaridfef, 
are evident proofs that his defign was not 
feigned ; that it originated from himfelf ; and 

had 
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had been planned fome time before an oppor- 
tuni^ offered of attempting it. To fuppofe 
that the emprefe had formed the projeft of 
deftroying Ivan -, that fhe employed Miro- 
vitch as the inftrument of that projed ^ that 
flie fecretly promifcd him his pardon; that 
fee iiifFered him to go to the place of execu- 
tion fully fecure of a reprieve ; that fhe there 
deceived him ; that fhe piinifhed his aflb- 
ciates^ of whofe criminality fhe was herfelf 
the immediate caufe, imply fuch a compli- 
cation of the bafeft fraud and horrid barba- 
rity, that we ought not to liften to the im- 
{Mitation> were it founded even upon fomc 
degree of probable conjetfkire : whereas the 
proofs alledged amount to nothing more than 
mere furmifes and vague conjectures; and 
are totally refuted by the moft valid argu- 
ments and indifputable teflimony. 

I cannot clofe this hiftory without annex- 
ing the following fhort account of Ivan's fa- 
mily. His father Anthony Ulric was fon 
of Ferdinand Albert,, and of Antonietta Ame- 
lia, fifter of Charlotte Chriftina, who efpoufed 
the tzarovitch Alexey, He was brother of 
Charles late duke of Brunfwick, and of that 
diftinguifhed general prince Ferdinand. An- 
thony Ulric was born in 1714; in 1733 was 

7 betrothed,. 



4€ 



So TR'AVEiLS INTOf RUSSIA^ jfr. §i 

betrothed, upon his airival af Peteflburgh/ 
to th6 princefs Anne of Mecklenburgh^ the 
preiumptive heirefs of the Ruffian thtone^ 
and on the 14th of July, 1739^ the nuptials 
were celebrated with great magnificence^ On 
the day of thdt ceremony *, " who would 
have iniagined that their Union would ohe 
day produce their greateft misfortufae?'' diid 
tfiat the prince was called into Ruffia, n6t 
to Ihare a throne, but a prifon, with his Cdrl- 
fof t ? 

The mother of Ivaii, Eli^beth Catharine 
Chriftina, was daughter* of Charles Leopold 
duke of Mecklefiburgh, and of Catharine 
Ivanofna : (he was born in 171 8 j arid in 173 1 
invited to Peterfturgh by her aunt the etti- 
prefs Anne, Having embraced the Greek 
religion, fhe was rebaptized by the name of 
Anne, and efpoufed in 1739 Anthony Ul- 
ric. Soon after the birth of Ivan, Ihe was 
not only excluded from the throne, but even 
from any lliare in the adminiftration of affairs 
during her fon's minority. This event was 
brought about by the intrigues of Biren, who, 
upon the acceflion of Ivan, was declared re- 
gent. Having, by the affiftance of count 

* Manftein's Memoir?, p. 248. 

Muiiic, 
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Mimie, arrefted Biren, the princefs Anne af- 
fumed the regency and title of great-duchcfs, 
and was upon the point of declaring herfelf 
emprefs, when Elizabeth feized the reins of 
governtnenti 

Upon that revolution this illuftrious cou- 
ple were, as I have before obferved^ fuccef- 
fively confined at^iga, Duhemund> arid Ora- 
nienbaum t from thence they were removed 
to Solomonfkoi Oftrof^ an illand in the White 
Sea ; and, finally^ to Kolmogori, a fmall town^ 
fituated in an ifland of thfe Dviha, about 40 
miles from Archangel. Anne had four chil-» 
dren by her hufband during their joint im- 
prifonment; and fhe died in child^bed at 
Kolmogori, in March, 1746* Her body was 
brought to Peterfburgh, and buried in the 
church of the convent of St* Alcxandei^ 
Nevlki. 

Manftein*has well drawn the weak, ca-» 

pricious^ 
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* " She was extremely capricious, pai&onate^ arid in* 
^^ dolent I Juting affairs, and irrefolute in trifles as well as 
^^ in aflairs of the greateft im()ortance. During the year 
*' of her regency fhe governed with a great deal of mild* 
^^ nefs. ' She loved to do good; but did not know how tQ 
"do it properly. Her favourite, Juliana de Msengdehj 
^^ poflefled her whole confidence, and governed her man- 
*' ner of life juft as fhe pieafed. Her miniflers a^d the 

Vol. IIL G "men 
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pricious, and indecifive charadtcr of the re- 
gent Anne ; who, with a moderate degiee ei 

firmnefs 

** men of parts were hardly liftened to. In fhort, fhe had 
*' none of the qualities fit for governing fo great an em- 
** pire in a time of trouble and difficulty. She had always 
^^ a melancholic, and rather a fretful air ; wbicb might 
** proceed habitually from the vexations fhe had fuiFered 
*' from the duke of Courland during the reign of the em- 
** prefs Anne. She was handfome, had a very pretty figure, 
^^ with a good fhape ; ancl (poke with fluency feveral lan- 
'* guages." Manftein's Memoirs, p. 316. 

Count Munio fays of her, ** Elle etoit naturellement 
*^ faineante, ^t ne parut jamais au cabinet ; et lorfque je 
** me prefentai le matin chez elle avec ce qui 6toit expedie 
^^ au cabinet, ou ce qui demandoit quelque resolution, elle 
** fentoit fon infuffifance, ct me difoit fouvent ; Je voudrois 
" que mon fils fut d^ja en age de regner lui-meme.*^*- 
*^ Elle etoit naturellement falope, fe coefFoit d*un mouchoir 
^^ blanc, alloit ainfi a la meile et fans jupe de baleine, et 
^^ paroiiToit de meme en public et a fa ^ble, et apres-midi 
" pour jouer aux cartes avec un parti choifi. 

** Elle vivoit mal avec le prince fon epoux, et fit lit a 

*^ part, et lorfqu'il vouloit entrer le matin chez elle, il 

** trouvoit ordinairement les portes fermees.— Dans la 

*^ belle faifon elle fit mettre fon lit a coucher au balcoa 

*^ du palais d'hiver du cote de la riviere, il y avoit ce- 

*' pendant un ecran pour cacher ce lit, mais du fecdnd 

*' etage dcs maifons voifines du palais, on pouvoit tout 

** decouvrir." Ebauche, &c. p. 139, &c, 

, ** As to the prince her hufband," fays Manfteiri, " he 

** had the bcft heart and the beft temper imaginable, 

*' with all the intrepidity of courage that could have been 

** wilhed in military affairs j but too timid, too embar- 

« raffed. 
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firmncfs and prudence, might eafily have de- 
feated the defigns of Elizabeth : but the fol- 
lowing anecdote, recorded by Bufching, will 
perhaps difplay, in the ftrongeft light, her 
mild and indolent character. During her 
confinement in the fortrefs of Riga, the prince 
of Brunfwick frequently blamed her for hav- 
ing difregarded the information fhe daily re- 
ceived concerning the attempts of the op- 
poiite party : one day in particular he vehe- 
mently reproached her for rejecting his ad- 
vice to arreft Elizabeth; adding, that, had 
that advice been followed, fhe and her family 
would not have been involved in their pre- 
ient misfortunes. *' It may be fo," returned 
the princefe with great indifference ; '* but 
"I fhall never repent of my conduct: and 
^' it is better as it is, than to have preferved 
*' our fovereignty by fhedding a deluge of 
'' blood*/' 

Befide Ivan, fhe left four children, two 
fons and as many daughters, who were con- 

^ raffed, in affairs of ftate. He had come too young into 
*' Ruffia, where he had undergone a thoufand erodes from 
*' the duke of Courland, who did not love him, and who 
** often treated him very harflJy." Memoirs, p. 317. 

♦ Buf. Hif. Mag. voL I. p. 32. Bufching had this 
anecdote froin a favourite? maid of honour who attended 
the regent in her confinement. 
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fined with their father in the monaftery oi^ 
Kolmogori, a place ftrong in itfelf, and, for 
greater fecurity, furrounded with pali&does« 
The archbifhop and monks were removed to 
fome houfes in the village. The monaftery h 
near the church to which the inhabitants re- 
fort* No centinels appeared on the outfide^ 
but within guard was mounted by ibldiers, not 
in uniforms, but dreffed like common pea- 
fants ; fo that no perfon, who had not been pre- 
vioufly informed of the faft, would have fuf- 
pefted that ftate-prifoners of any confeqvtence 
had been there confined. An Englifh gen- 
tleman, who pafled a few years ago through 
Kolmogori, in his way to Archangel, went 
frequently to the church, in order, if it were 
poflible, to obtain a fight of thefe illuftrious 
perfonsj but they were fo clofely confined, 
that he never fucceeded in his attempts to 
fee them : he one day heard the prince of 
Brunfwick playing upon the flute. An ade- 
quate fum was allowed by the emprefs Eli- 
^beth for their maintenance ; but, . fome 
time after their arrival at Kolmogori, great 
part of it was withheld from them by thofe 
wjio fupplied their table ; and they had 
fcarcely common neceflaries. Some perfbns, 
however, moved with compaffion for their 

unhappy 
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unhappy deftiny, found means to acquaint 
the prefent emprefs with this circumftance ; 
who iflued immediate orders that they Ihould 
be provided with every poffible comfort which 
they could receive under their unhappy fitu- 
ation : and thefe orders were pundtually 
obeyed.. 

Anthony Uhic died about 1776 at Kol- 
mogori, in the 35th year of his imprifon- 
ment^ and in the 63d of his age* Catha- 
rine IL whofe good fenfe raifes her above the 
ufual fufpicions of ftate jealoufy, has, by an 
unparalleled a6t of humanity, releafed from 
their long confinement the remaining branches 
of this illuftrious family. In 1780, two 
princes and ^s many princeffes *, of whom 
the eldeft is above 49 years old, were removed 
from Kolmogori to Archangel, and ^ronveyed 
in a Ruffian veffel to Bergen in Norway. 
There they embarked qu board of $he Mars, 
a Danifh man of war, and were landed, in 
^€ naontji of Odober, at Flatftrand in Jut- 
land ; from which place they were condudted 
to Horfens, where they now refide, under 
the care and pro.teftion of their aunt the 

• Catharine, born July 26, 1741. Elizabeth, born 
Nov, 16, 1743; died 1782. Peter, born March 31, 1745. 
Alcxey, born March g, 1746. 
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queen-dowager of Denmark* The emprcfs 
of Ruflia allots a confiderable jpenfion for their 
fubfiftence. 

Having had frequent occafion to mention 
count Munic, I Ihall here throw together a few 
biographical anecdotes of that extraordinary 
man, who enjoyed the favour of five fovercigns 
of Ruffia ; who attained, at oije period of his 
life, the higheft honours ; and at another was 
doomed to a rigorous confinement of twenty 
years, which he fuftained with ah unbroken 
Ipirit *• 

Count Burchard Chriftopher Munic, fon 
of a Danifh officer, was >orn at New-Hun- 
torf, in the county of Oldenburgh, on the 
9th of May, O . S . 1683. He received an ex- 
cellent education; and, in the 17th year of 
his age, entered into the fervice of the Land- 
grave of Hefle-Darmftadt, who, on account 
of his knowledge in traftics, conferred upon 
him the rank of captain. He ferved his firft 
campaign in 1701, when the emperor Jofeph 

♦ I have chiefly extra£led this account from the Life of 
Count Munic, by Bufching, who was intimately acquainted 
with him ; I have been enabled to add a few anecdotes, 
which I obtained from unqueftionable authority. Sec Le- 
bens Gefchichtq Burchard Chriftophs von Muenich. In 
Buf. Hift. Mag. Ill, p. 389 to 536, 

commanded 
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commanded againft the French ; and wais pre- 
fcnt at the fiege of Landaw. In 1705 he was 
employed as a major by the Landgrave of 
Hefle-Caflel ; and learned the art of war un- 
der the duke of Marlborough and prince Eu- 
gene. He diftinguiflied himfelf for his cool 
intrepidity in feveral engagements and fieges, 
and particularly at the battle of Malplaquet, 
when, in recompence for his bravery, he was 
made lieutenant colonel. Being, in 171 2, 
dangeroufly wounded at the battle of Denain, 
he was taken prifoner by the French; and 
foon after his releafe, in the enfuing year, 
juiied to the command of a regiment. 

In 171 6 he quitted the Heffian, and en- 
tered the Polifh fervice, under Auguftus II. 
and was foon promoted to the rank of major- 
general ; but, in 1 72 1, being infulted by count 
Fleming, the king's favourite, he went into 
Ruflia, and was received in the moft honour- 
able manner by Peter L Being charged by 
that great monarch with the execution of fe- 
veral important trufts, both civil and mili- . 
tary, he fucceflively filled the higheft pofts in 
the army and ftate. He was created marfhal 
by the emprefs Anne; and placed at the 
head of the war department : he obtained the 
command of the army againft the Turks ; and 

G 4 proved 
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proved his military talents by his fuccefles ia 
the campaigns of 1737 and 1738. 

Soon after the death of the emprefs, he ad- 
vifed, planned, and executed the arreft of 
Biren ; and was rewarded by the regent Anne 
with the office of prince minifter. But as he 
was difcontented at not beiqg appointed ge- 
ncraliffimo, and as his power and ambition 
gave umbrage to the court, he requeued per- 
miffion to refign his employments ; and waa 
aftoniflied at the readinefs with which his re- 
queft wasi granted. Inftead of repairing to 
the Pruffian court, to which he was ftrongly 
invited, he imprudently remained in Ruffiaj^ 
flattering himfelf with the hopes of being re- 
inflated in his former dignity ; and was ar-r 
refted on the 6 th pf December, 1741, by or- 
der of Elizabeth. The oftenfible rpafon of 
lis difgrace was, that he had perfuaded the 
emprefs Anne to nominate Ivan her fucceflbr ; 
but the real caufe, jis I was informed by a 
perfon of veracity, who received it from count 
Munic himfelf, was that, by order of that em-r 
prefs, he had taken into cuftody one of Eliza- 
beth's favourites. 

Munic was brought before a cpmmittee 
appointed to examine the ftate-prifoners : be- 
ing fatigued with repeated queftions, and per^ 

ceiving 
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ceiving that his judges were determined to 
find him guilty, he faid to them, ^^DicEtate 
^^ the anfwers which you wifh me to make, 
^' and I will fign them/' The judges im- 
mediately wrote down a confcffion of feveral 
charges, which being fubfcribed by Munic, 
his mock-trial was concluded. Being thus, 
without further ceremony, convifted of high 
treafon, he was condemned to be quarter^ i 
but his fentence was changed by Elizabeth to 
perpetual imprifonment. For the fpace of 
twenty years, he was confined at Pelim in 
Siberia, in an oftrog, or prifon furrounded 
with palifadoes, of which, according to Man- 
ftein, he. had himfelf drawn the plan, and 
ordered to be conftrudted for the reception of 
Biren, The place of his imprifonment was 
an area enclofed with high palifadoes, about 
170 feet fquare ; within which was a wooden 
houfe, inhabited by himfelf, his wife, and a 
few fervants ; and a fmall garden, which he 
cultivated with his own h^nds. He received 
a daily allowance of 1 2 j. for the maintenance 
of himfelf, his wife, and domeftics ; which 
little pittance he increafed by keeping cows, 
and felling part of their milk, and by occa- 
fionally inftrufting youth in geometry and en- 
gineering. He behaved, during his long con- 
finement. 
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finemeht, with the utmoft refignation, tran- 
quillity, and even cheerfulnefs. He was ac- 
cuftomed every day at dinner to drink to his 
wife *'a happy return to Peteriburgh." He 
had prayers twice a day, from eleven to twelve 
in the morning, and from fix to feven in 
the evening : they were read in the German 
tongue by his chaplain Martens; and, after 
his death, which happened in 1749, the count 
himfelf performed the fervice, Befide the cul- 
ture of his garden, and the hours he paffed 
in giving inftruftion, he found fufficient lei- 
fure for compofing hymns; for tranilating 
feveral pfalms and prayers into German verfe ; 
and for writing a treatife upon the art of 
war : the latter he propofed, if ever he Ihould 
be releafed from his confinement, to prefent 
to the king of Pruffia. In the laft year of his 
imprifonment, a centinel informing againft 
Munic's fervants for fupplying him with pens 
and paper, the count, in order to prevent any 
difcovery, was obliged to deftroy all his writ- 
ings, the amufement and labours of fo many 
years . 

He had always fupported himfelf with the 
expectation of recovering his liberty at the 

acceffion of Peter HI. ; but he was no fooner 

informed of that eyent, than, with the agi*. 

tation 
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tation natural to a perfon in his ftate, he be- 
gan to dread that his expectation was ilU 
founded. H^ fufiered, during feveral weeks, 
the moft alarming anxiety, perpetually flu<flu- 
ated between hope and fear ; and was often 
heard to declare, that thefe few weeks ap- 
peared to him much longer than all the 
former years of his confinement. At length, 
on the morning of the 1 1 th of February, 
1762, the long--exped:ed meflenger arrived 
from Peterfburgh with the order for his re- 
leafe. Munic, who happened to be engaged 
m his prayers, did not perceive him ; and his 
wife made figns to the meflenger not to dif- 
turb her hufband. Upon being informed of 
his recall, he was fo aifeded as to faint away j 
but ibon recovering, he fell down upon his 
knees, and in the moft fervent manner offered 
up his thanks for this change in his fituation. 
On the 19th he departed from Pelim, and, on 
the 24th of March, arrived at Peterfburgh, 
in the fame fheep-fkin drefs which he had 
worn in his prifon. On the 31ft he was ad- 
mitted to an audience by the emperor : Peter, 
after hanging round his neck the order of St. 
Andrew, and reftoring him to his antient 
rank, faid to him, " I hope that your ad- 
vanced age will iiill permit you to ferve me." 

.— " Since 
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•— '^ Since your majefty," replied the count at 
the conclufion of a long fpeech, ^^ has raffed 
^* me from darknefs into light, and recalled 
^* me from Siberia to proftrate myfelf before 
f' your throne, I fhall ajways be moft willing 
^' to expofe my life in your fervice. Neither 
^* a long banifhment from the throne of m^- 
*^ jefty, nor the climate of Siberia, have been 
*^ able to damp, in the fmalleft degree, that 
^' fire which formerly (hone with (uch luftre 
^* for the interefts of the Rui5ian gmpire, and 
** the glory of its fovereign." 

Munic enjoyed the favour ^nd proteclioiv 
of Peter III. and Catharine II. ^ and died ox\ 
the 16th of Odober, 1767* in the &5th year 
ef his ag!?, 
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CHAP. III. 

Impojlors who affumed the name of Peter IIL 
particularly Pugatchef. — His origin and hi/- 
tory. — He ferves as a common Cojfac. — De-^ 
ferts to Poland. — Lives by charity .^^Pro-^ 
ceeds to Yaitfk. — State of the Ruffian fec-^ 
taries in thofe parts ^ and the mutiny of the 
Coffacs of Yaitfk favour his rebellion. -'^De- 
clares himfelf to be Peter llL^^Acknow^ 
ledged by thefe CoJfacs.^'^'Joined by other 
troops. — ColleSls an irregular army.^—^His 
progrefs and fucceJfes.^'^Horrid barbarity .^--^ 
Weaknefs and ill^conduB ."^Repeated defeats ^ 
efcapesy and fubfequent appearance* — He is, 
finally routed. '-^Betrayed by his adherents. ^^ 
Executed at Mofcow* 

ALTHOUGH the body of Peter HI. 
was expofed to public view in the 
convent of Alexander Nevlki, where it lay 
in ftate; yet feveral impoftors ftarted up in 
the diftant regions of the Ruffian empire, and 
paiTed for that unfortunate monarch. 

The firft of thefe was a ffioc-maker of 
Voronetz, who appeared in that town under • 

. the 
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the name of Peter II I • a few years before the 
rebelHon of Pugatchef j but he was foon taken 
and executed. 

The fecond was a deferter from the regi- 
ment of Orlof : his name was Tchernichef; 
and he rofe in the year 1770, in the fmall 
village of Kopenka upon the frontiers of 
Crim Tartary, at the time that a corps of 
troops was marching through that place* 
Some diflenting priells, in his intereft, hav- 
ing fuborned a number of followers, raifed 
him upon the alt^r of the church, and were 
preparing to acknowledge him; but luckily 
the colonel of the regiment, being informed 
of the tumult, repaired to the church at the 
head of a ftrong guard ; took him from the 
altar ; and led him to immediate execution. 

A third was a peafant belonging to the 
Vorontzof family, who had deferted from his 
village j and engaged as a common Coflac 
among thofe who are fettled upon the Volga 
at Diibofka : a body of thefe Coflacs march- 
ing in the fpring of 1772 from Tzaritzin to 
join the Ruffian army, he affembled them in 
a fmall poft-houfe, fituated in the lontly de- 
fer t between the Don and the Volga, and 
declared himfelf to be Peter III. Having 
prevailed upon' them to falute him emperor, 
b and 
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and to take the oath cf allegiance, he even 
appointed feveral officers of ftate. A few 
hours after this tranfaflion, the commander of 
the troop unexpectedly arriving, confounded 
the foldiers by his prefence; feized the im- 
ance of 
ho had 
id con- 
Dur- 
fortrefs, 
llowers, 
ere not 
colonel 
5. The 
of the 
leath. 
)r, who 
had been tranfported to Irkutfk, formed a 
fimilar attempt, and had even gained over an 
officer who had a penfion from the crown ; 
but his fecret being fobn difcovered, he un- 
derwent the fame fete as thofe before men- 
tioned. 

Yemelka Pugatchef, the rebel whofe ad- 
ventures are now under confideration, nar- 
rowly efcaped the fame ill fortune at his firft 
app^rajice, This cxtraordirj^ry m^n,. fon of 
the Coflac Ivan Pugatchef, was born at Si- 
moveiik. 
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moveilk, a fmall village upon the Don^ He 
v^^as a common Coflac in the war which the 
Ruffians, during the reign of Elizabeth, car- 
ried on againft the king of Pruffia^ and ferved 
in the fame capacity during the campaign 
of 1769 againft the Turks. He was at the 
liege of Bender j and upon the furrender of* 
that town the following year demanded his 
difmiffion, which being refufed^ he deferted 
and fled into Poland : he was there received 
and hid by feme hermits of the Greek reli- 
gion, and afterwards fupported himfelf by beg- 
ging alms in the town of Dubranka. From 
thence he made to the colonies in Little 
Ruffia, and continued among the fedtaries^ 
who are there eftablifhed in great numbers 5 
but being apprehenfive of a difcovery, he 
repaired to the principal fettlement of the 
Coflacs of the river Yaik*, and perfuaded fe- 
veral of them to accompany him to Kuban, 
but without having as yet afliimed the name 
of Peter HI. Being arretted at Malekofka 
for his treafonable converfation, he was Cent 
for trial to Cafan ; where the indolence of 
the governor, and the delays in bringing him 

* In order to extinguifh all remembrance of this re- 
bellion, the river Yaik is now called Ural, Yaitfl^ Uralfk^ 
and the Coflacs of the Yaik, the Uralian CofTacs^ 

to 
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to juftice, gave him time and opportunity 
of efcaping with a prieft, who had privately 
furniihed him with money for intoxicating 
the centinels* He then went down the Vol- 
ga, and up the river Irghis into the defert ; 
and not long afterwards' appeared under the 
charafter of Peter III; at the head of a large 
body of troops. The peculiar circumftances 
which ferved to favour his enterprize were 
derived from two principal caufes^ the re- 
ligious prejudices of the Ruffian diflenters, 
and the mutiny of the Coflacs of the Yaik. 

The Ruffian diflenters, called by the efta- 
bliffied church Rojkolniki or feparatiils, dif- 
tinguifh themfelves by the name of Staro^ 
'Derjkiy or old believers*. Thefe fe(5laries have 
been frequently perfecuted, and particularly 
under Peter I. who compelled them to pay 
double taxes, and to wear a particular badge 
of diftinftion. Perfecution, however, has 
only tended to increafe their numbers j and 
they are ftill very numerous in Siberia, and 
among the Coflacs in the government of Oren- 
burgh, where the rebellion of Pugatchef firft 
broke out. They coniider the fervice of the 

♦ For the origin o£ this feft, fee Vol. II. Book III. 
Chap» IV^. 

Vol. III. H eftablifhcd 
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eftabliflied church as profane and facrilegious^ 
they have their ow^n priefts and ' ceremonies ; 
and Pugatchef was artful eno)igh to take ad- 
vantage of their rehgiotts- f^rejudices, w^hich 
he openly profefled to efpoufe and proted. 

The mutiny of a large body of Coflacs was 
the fecond caufe which operated in favour 
of Pugatchef. The Coflacs of the Yaik, who 
are defcended from thofe of the Don, are 
a very brave and valiant race, all enthufiafts 
for the antient ritual, and prizing their beards 
almofl: equal to their lives : they are rich 
from their confiderable fifheries of fturgeons ; 
they have alfo acquired a fpirit of revolt and 
independence by being fituated in a defert be- 
tween the Calmucs and the Kirghefe, who 
are continually at variance with each other, 
and often with the Coflacs themfelves. Dur- 
ing the war with the Turks, a certain num- 
ber of recruits were required of thefe CoflSics 
for a corps of huflars; confequently their 
teards were ordered to be fhaven ; and* as 
they oppofed this infringement of their liber- 
ties and cufl:oms, major-general Traubenberg, 
a Livonian officer, who was fent at the head of 
fi few foldiers to Yaitflc to quell the tumult, 
imprudently commanded that the recruits 

ihould 



C. 3. P U G A T C H E F. 99 

fliould be ihaven publicly in the midft of 
the town. This wanton infult irritated the 
inhabitants to fo great a degree; that they 
rofe in arms ; wounded many of the' officers ; 
maflacred the general and the chief of the 
Coflacs ; and broke into op^n rebellion. This 
event happened at the latter end of 1771. 
In the following fpring, general Freyman 
forced Yaitik, captured feveral ringleaders of 
the mutiny, and garrifoned part of his troops 
in the town. Many of the rebels made their 
efcape, and, retiring into the defert, chiefly 
reforted to the marfliy grounds which lie 
about the lake Kamyfh-Samara ; where they 
derived a fubfiftence from fifhing, and (hoot- 
ing wild boars, and were fupplied occafionally 
by their relations with bread and provifions. 
By thefe means this defperate troop fupported 
themfelves during the fpace of two years ; 
until Pugatchef made his appearance amongft 
them, . 

That impoftor, upon his efcape from pri- 
(on, went fecretly to Yaitfk about the mid- 
dle of Auguft, 1773 ; where he gained over 
a number of followers among the people who 
were enraged againft the garrifon ; and who 
in the fpring had fliown a ftrong difpofition 
to revolt, when a report was circulated that 

H 2 anew 
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a new emperor was coming amongft them : 
a report probably occafibned by the firft ap- 
pearance of Pugatchef ifl thefe parts. Hav- 
ing at Yaitflc obtained intelligence of the late 
mutiny, and of the defertion of the Coflacs, 
he went in purfuit of them ; and having, in 
the month of Odober, found a large body 
of them employed in iiflimg, he informed 
them that he was the cmpefor Peter III. ; 
that he had made his efcape from prifonj^ 
Where perfons were fuborned to aflaffinate 
him ; that the rumour of his death was only 
a fiction invented by the court ', and that he 
now threw himfelf under their protection. It 
is not true that he bore the fmalleft refem- 
blance tp Peter III. ; but he founded his 
hbpes of gaining belief on the diftance from 
the capital j on the ignorance of the people ; 
on their a<fiual infurredion ; and, above all, 
on their attachment to their religious preju- 
dices, which he efpoufed and protected. Few 
arguments being neceffary to win over theie 
CofTacs, already in a iiate of open rebellion, 
they all unanimoufly falijted him emperor^ 
and ojfFered to facrifice their lives in his de-^ 
fence. With thefe, and other bodies of Cof- 
iacs, whom he found equally inclined to fol-. 
low his ftandard, he made his firft expeditioa 

to 
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to the new Polifh \ colonies lately eflablifhed 
upon the river Irghis, where he gave no proof 
of his fubfequent barbarity, defpoiling the in- 
habitants of nothing but arms and horfes* 
He then prefented himfelf before Yaitfk ; and 
having inefFeftually fummoned the governor, 
in the name of Peter III. to furrender, he 
gave orders for an immediate aiflault- Be- 
ing repulfed, however, by the courage and 
intrepidity of the garrifon, and finding little 
hopes of taking it by ftorm, he blockaded 
the place with a view of reducing it by fa- 
mine j but his attempt was fruftrated by the 
refolution of the governor Rendfdorf, and 
the incredible perfeverance of the garrifon, 
who refufed to capitulate, although they were 
fo far ftreightened for want of provifions, as 
not only to eat their horfes, but even to feed 
upon leather. Thi§ obftinate refiftance pro- 
tracted the fiege, until Yaitik could be relieved 
by a body of Ruffian troops. 

Pugatchcf, though baffled in this cntcr- 
prize, was more fuccefsful in his future ope- 
rations : he led his followers againft the Cof- 
iac colonies of Ilets ; affaulted and carried, 
without oppofition, the two fortrefles of Ra- 
fypnaya and Ofernaya ; attacked Tatifcheva, 
where he met with fomewhat greater re- 

H 3 fiftaxicci 
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fiftanccj but as the fortifications were only 
of wood, he fet fire to them, and forced the 
place. A body of troops fent againft him 
from Orenburg, under colonel Bulof, partly 
through weakriefs, and partly through mif- 
conduft, was overpowered. Another corps, 
who, in order to join the former, marched 
from Simbirfk up the Samara, under the com- 
mand of colonel Tchernichef, (fo ill were the 
operations concerted) arrived too late. De- 
ceived by parties of Pug'atchef's followers, 
they were drawn into the defiles near Tcher- 
noretchinfk, and fo fuddenly befet, that they 
were incapable of making any refiftance. In all 
thefe actions, the officers who fell into Pugat- 
chefs hands were indifcriminately maflacred ; 
and the common foldiers were either made 
prifoners, or joined the rebels. His army be- 
ing confiderably augmented by thefe fuccefles, 
he ventured to befiege Orenburg, where the 

^ governor had fcarce forces fufficient to defend 
the fortifications ; and the town would have 
been inevitably taken, if the garrifon of Kraf- 
nogorlk had not thrown themfelves into the 
place by forcing their way through the be- 
fiegers. 

As foon as the report of Pugatchefs pro- 

• grefs was dilleminated, the Bafchkirs, a people 

unfettled 
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unfettled under the Ruffian government, de- 
clared immediately for the impoftor, and join- 
ed him in large bodies : their example was 
followed by many Ruffian colonifts, and par- 
ticularly by the peafants employed in the 
mines and founderies of the Uralian moun- 
tains *. Thefe forces he either employed in 
the fiege of Orenburg, before which town he 
fpent part of the winter in all poffible z6ts of 
wantonnefs, drunkennefs, and cruelty ; or fent 
them to coUedt money from the founderies, 
and to caft copper guns, and balls, which he 
ufed in battering Orenburg. At this time his 
army was fo ftrong, that all the forces which 
could be drawn from Cafan could fcarcely op- 
pofe him at the ridge of the mountains lying 
between that town and Orenburg. In this 
fame winter he received a powerful reinforce- 
ment by the junction of 1 1,000 Calmuc horfe 
from the neighbourhood of Stauropol, who 
revolted and killed their commander, brigadier 
Veghezak. Strengthened by thefe acceffions, 
his troops roved over the whole mountainous 
diftria of Orenburg, where only the fmall 
town of Upha made the leaft refiftance. He 
was even advancing to Catharinerlburg, where 

♦ The Uralian mountains abound in copper mines, 

H4 he 
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he would have found copper coin to the va- 
lue of *^, 200,000; but a delay, occafionedby 
a falfe report that a fuperior force was march- 
ing againft him, fortunately afforded time to 
coUedt the foldiers ftationed on the Siberian 
frontiers, and to cover that place. 

At iirft, Pugatchef afiefted the appearance 
of uncommon fan(3:ity : he frequently wore 
the epifcopal drefs ; gave his benedid:ion to 
the people ; renounced all ambitious views for 
himfelf ; and exprefled a refolution that, as 
foon as he had raifed his fon the great-duke 
to the throne, be would again retire into the 
monaflery, which had given him an aiylum 
upon his efcape from prifon. He was alio 
active and enterprifing, eager to fignali^e his 
arms, and ready to fei^e every advantage which 
the fituation of the enemy prefented : but in- 
capable of fupporting with equanimity his fuc-r 
ccffes, which followed each other with fuch 
rapidity, he began to cpnfider all further dif* 
limulatioq as unnecefTary, He became for 
fome time dilatory in his meafures ; and his 
patural temper broke out into the moil un- 
warrantable excefles. 

He had omitted the moft favourable oppor- 
tunity of marching towards Mofcow ; where 
the fpirit of rebellion had penetrated, and 

which 
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whidi would probably have fallen into his 
hands, as it was defended by only 600 re- 
gular troops ; and as the Turkifh war pre- 
vented marihal Romantzof from fending any 
great detachment from the troops on the 
Danube. Inftead of vigoroufly continuing the 
progrefs of his army, he palTed the g^eateft 
part of the winter before Y aitlk and Oren-^ 
burg : at the fiege of which latter place hp 
mafTacred, with the moft favige l?arbarity, 
all the officers and nobles who AVere brought 
before him ; and as he openly avowed an in- 
tention of exterminating the whole Ruffian 
nobility, he fpared neither fex nor age ; but 
cut off, without compundlion, women and 
children, as well as thofe who were capable 
of bearing arms againft him. His condudt was 
as imprudent as it was barbarous* Though 
already married to Sophia, the daughter of a 
Coffac, by whom he had three children, he 
yet efpoufed a common woman of Yaitlk. 
Hq delayed his march againft the enemy for 
the celebration of his nuptials ; and exhibited 
continued fcenes of the mpft public intoxica-* 
tion and riot. 

He was fupported by no perfons of rank or 
confequence ; but, in order to impofe upon his 
afmy, fome of his moft confidential adherents 

had 
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had aflumed the names of the principal Ruf- 
fian nobility, and wore the feveral orders of 
knighthood. By a fignal to his attendants* 
he maflacred all German officers who were 
brought before him ; in order to prevent his 
ignorance of a language, which, as Peter III. 
he muft have underftood, from being ob- 
;fcrved by his followers. 

During thefc tranfaftions, general Bibikof, 
advancing into thefe parts at the head of a 
very confiderable army, detached his major- 
general, prince Peter Galitzin, againft the re- 
bels, who furprifed Pugatchef with his whole 
force near Tatifcheva, and worfted him for 
the iirft time. Being compelled to retire, he 
was clofely purfued and overtaken by prince 
Galitzin near Kargula, upon the river Sak- 
mara, about the diftance of twelve miles from 
Orenburg ; he was completely routed, his de- 
iultory troops were difperfed, and he himfelf 
narrowly efcaped, with a few of his moft 
d&ithful followers^ into the Uralian moun- 
tains: notwithftanding this difcomfiture, he 
colleded his fcattered men; and foon made 
his appearance with a refpeftable force on the 
Eaft fide of thofe mountains. He carried fe- 
veral fmall fortreflfes, and burnt Troitzk ; but - 
bein? attacked near that place by lieutenant- 

general 
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general de Colm, he was obliged to retreat a 
fecond time into the mountains. Rendered 
deiperate by thefe repeated defeats, and defirous 
of again fignalizing his arms by fome brilliant 
exploit, he fuddenly directed his march to- 
wards Cafan, committing in his progrefs the 
moft dreadful devaftations. Having burnt the 
fuburbs of that town, he laid liege to the 
citadel, which is built upon an eminence, and 
whither major-general Paul Potemkin the go- 
vernor, and all his attendants, had retired. 
Being compelled to raife the liege, by the 
approach of colonel Michaelfon, and being 
clolely purfued, he was again routed by that 
officer a little beyond Cafan, after leveral ob- 
ftinate engagements, which continued with 
little interruption during three days. This 
rout was fo general, that Pugatchef, accom- 
panied only by three hundred well-armed Col^ 
facs of Yaitlk, who were the moft defperate 
rebels, and in whom he chiefly confided, fled 
acrofs the Volga. Afterwards he was joined 
by large bodies of ColTacs and Balhkirs ; while 
ill-armed peafants, who looked upon him as 
their deliverer, flocked to his ftandard from 
very confiderable diftances. In this manner 
the impoftor feemed to gain ftrength from his 
lolTes ; and he, derived fuch dtliiiive hopes 

irom 
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from the number of his troops, that he had 
even formed the refolution of proceeding to 
Mofcow, where on^ of his emiflaries had 
raifed a fpirit of fedition among the common 
people of that city. But apprehenfive, left, as 
peace was concluded with the Turks, part of 
the army on the Danube might now be em- 
ployed againft him^ he foon changed his plan 
cf operations. 

He marched down the Volga ; routed at 
Dubof ka a party under the command of Baron 
Dies ; ftormed Penfa and Saratof, where the 
governor efcaped only with fifty foldiers ; and 
got ppfleffion of Demitrefik by treachery, and 
executed the comniandcr. Near .that fortrefs, 
the aftronomer Lowitz, mejnber of the Aca - 
demy of Sciences, who was employed in le- 
velling the projefted canal between the Don 
and Volga, was murdered in a moft inhuman 
manner. In this inftance, infult was added 
to cruelty : being informed that he was an 
aftronomer, Pugatchef wantonly ordered him 
to be transfixed upon pikes, and raifed in the 
air, in order to be nearer the ftars ; and in that 
fituation he was maflacred by the command, 
and in the prefence of the barbarian. 

But the enormities of this monfter were 
ibon clofed by a fate which he had long 

defer vedf 
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deferved. The court, no longer embarrafled 
with a Turkifh war, was able to turn its 
whole attention towards crufhing this diftant 
rebellion ; and count Peter Panin, who had 
diftinguifhed himfelf by the taking of Bender, 
was fent againft the impoftor* That able ge- 
neral, moving towards the Volga, detached 
feveral troops to the affiftance of colonel 
Michaelfon : the latter, ftrengthened by this 
fmall reinforcement, compelled Pugatchef to 
raife the iiege of Tzaritzin; drove him to- 
wards Tchernoyarlk ; cut oiF his provifions ^ 
and finally attacked him unawares as he was 
marching with his half^ftarved multitude, em- 
barrafled with a large train of loaded carriages 
aad women who followed his camp, Th« 
rebel army being furprized in a defile between 
two ridges of mountains which run towards, 
the Volga, was entirely routed ; many were 
cut to pieces ; more, as they were endeavour- 
ing to efcape, were precipitated down the fteep 
precipices with their horfes and carriages ; 
and the greateft part of the remainder fur- 
rendered at difcretion. Pugatchef, after many 
defperate efforts of valour, efcaped, with a few 
of his principal followers, by fwimming acrofs 
the Volga j( and retired through the defert 
towards the river Ufem, where he had begun 

his 
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his firft expedition. Here he was gradually 
defefted by his followers, who were worn out 
with mifery and hunger ; and was at laft be- 
trayed by thofe in whom he placed the greats 
eft confidence. Tvogorof, a Coflac of Iletz, 
and Tchumakef and Fidulef, Coflacs of Yaitfk^ 
were induced by the promife of a pardon to 
betray him. One of thefe perfons reprefented 
to the impoftor, that, furrounded as he was 
by the enemy, he could entertain no hopes of 
fafety ; and advifed him to refign himfelf in- 
to the hands of the Ruffians, upon condition 
of receiving a pardon. Pugatchef, however, 
was fo enraged at this propofal, that he drew 
his dagger, and attempted to ftab the author 
of fuch daftardly advice; upon which his 
companions inftantly difarmed, b6und> and 
conduced him a prifoner to a corps of troops^ 
pofted upon the river Yaik under general 
SavoroFs orders. He was conveyed to the 
town of Yaitfk^-'and from thence delivered 
to count Panin at Simbirfk, who fent him, 
with his principal confederates, to Mofcovv 1 
where he arrived in the month of November 
1774, Being examined, he acknowledged all 
the circumftances of his impofture> and wai 
publicly beheaded in the city of Mofcow, 
on the 2ift of January. His body was thea* 
^11 quartered. 
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quartered, and expofed in different places of 
the city. 

Nothing can place the humanity of the 

emprefs in a ftronger light, than that, at the 

conclufion of a rebellion which almoft (hook 

her throne, the impoftor Pugatchef was not 

put to the torture * ; and that only he and 

four of his principal confederates fuffered 

death. 

* When I vlfited the prifon of Mofcow, I faw feveral 
horrid inftruments which had been made on pttrpofe to tor- 
tare Pugatchef, but which, by the emprefs's politive p^ders, 
were not ufed. L'Evefque is wrong, therefore, in aflertinjj 
that he was racked to death, " // perit du fupplUe di JW 
rme.^* Vol. V.p. 143. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. IV. 

DefcriptioH of the knoot.-^Penal laws ofKu{^ 
fia. — Abolition of capital punijhments by the 
edidi ^Elizabeth,— jR^w^zr>5i- upon that ediSi. 
''^Capital punijhments not really ^ though ap^ 
parentfyyfupprejfed. — Abolition of torture by 
the prefent emprefs.-^Her majcjifs anfwet to 
the author s queries upon prifons.^-^Outlines 
of the new code oflaws.'-^Its excellence and 
beneficial tendency. 

ONti, morning, as I was cafually ftroll- 
ing through the ilreets of St, Peterf- 
burgh, near the market-place, I obferved a 
large croud of people flocking to one par- 
ticular fpot. Upon inquiring of my Ruffian 
lervant the caufe of this concourfe, he in- 
formed me, thai the multitude was iaflembled 
in order to fee a felon, who had been con- 
vidled of murder, receive the knoot. Al- 
though I naturally fhuddered at the very idea 
of being a fpedator of the agonies of a fel- 
low-creature, yet my curiofity overcame my 
feelings. With the affiftance of my fervant 
I penetrated through the croud, and afcended 
the roof of a wooden houfe of one ftory; from 
whence I had a diilincS view of the dread- 
ful 
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iul operation, which was already begun. 
The executioner held in his hand the knoot * ; 
This inftrument is a thong, about the thick- 
nefs of a crown -piece, and about thrcjc quar-^ 
ters of an inch broad, and rendered extremely- 
hard by a peculiar kind of preparation : it h 
tied to a thick plaited whip, which is con- 
nected, by means of an iron ring, with a 
fmall piece of leather that acfts like a fpring> 
and is fattened to a fhort wooden handle. 

The executioner, before every ftroke, re- . 
ceded a few pacesi and at the fame time 
drew back the hand which held the knoot ^ 
then, bounding forwards, he applied the flat 
end of the thong with confiderable force to 

♦ The following are the exa6l dimenfions and weight 
of a knoot, which I procured in Ruffia, and which is now 
in my pofleflion. 

Length of the thong 2 feet;, breadth of the top | of an 
inch; at the bottom i. — Thicknefsi. — Length of the 
plaited whip 2 feet.— Circumference of ditto 2 1 inches.—^ 
Diameter of the ring 1 inch and |. — Length of the leather 
fp/ing I inch and |. — Length of the handle i foot 2| 
iriches.*— Length of the whole 5 feet 5 inches and |.-*— 
Weight 1 1 ounces. 

The reader will judge of the groat force which the Ikil- 
fttl executioner can give to this inftriiment, when in- 
formed, that if he receives si private order, he can difpatch 
the criminal by ftriking him two or three blows upon the 
ribs. 

Vol. IIL I the 
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the naked back of the criminal in a perpen- 
dicular line, reaching fix or feven inches from 
the collar towards the waift. He began by 
hitting the right fhoulder, and continued his 
ilrokes parallel to each other quite to the 
left ihoulder ^ nor ceafed till he had inflided 
333 laflies, the nimiber prefcribed by the 
fentence. At the conclufion of this terrible 
Operation, the noilrils of the criminal were 
torn with pincers; his face marked with a 
. hpt iron ; and he was recondu&ed to prifon, 
in order to be tranfported to the mines of 
Nerfhinik in Siberia. 

As feveral authors have erroncoufly de- 
fcribed or exaggerated the punifhment of the 
knoot, I have been thus particular in relating 
what fell under my obfervation ; and I fhall 
take this opportunity of throwing together a 
few remarks upon the penal laws of Ruffia. 

By the anticnt ftatutes, felons:, as well as 
traitors, were publicly executed : but by ai) 
edid: of the emprefs Elizabeth, certain cor- 
poral penalties were, in cafe§ of felony, fub- 
ftituted in the room of capital fentences ; a 
circumftance peculiar to the Ruffian code. 

According to the prefent penal laws, of- 
fenders are puniflied in the following man- 
ner. Perfons convided of high treafon are 

either 
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cither beheaded or imprilbned for life. Fe- 
lons, after receiving the knoot, having their 
noftrils torn and their faces marked, as I have 
juft defcribed, are condemned for life to work 
in the mines of Nerfliinfk. Petty ofienders 
are either v^hipped *, tranfported into Siberia 
as colonifts, or fentenced- to hard labour for 
a flated period. Among the tolonifts are in- 
cluded pcafants, who may be arbitrarily con- 
figned by their matters to baniflimcnt ^f. 

All thefe perfons, felons and others, are 
tranfported in fpring and autumn from dif- 
ferent parts of the Ruffian dominions. They 
travel part of the way by water, and part by 
land; are chained in pairs, and fattened to 
a long rope: at night they arc carried to 
different cottages, and guarded by the foldicrs 
who condudt them. When the whole troop 
arrive at Tobolfk, the governor affigns ilKf 
colonitts who have been bred to handicraft 
trades to different matters in the town ; others 
he difpofQS as vaflals in the neighbourin|^ 
country. The remainder of the colonifts go 

♦ There are three inftruments for whipping in Ruffia : 
the knootjthe katze, and the pktl, both of Which latter a^e 
a kind c^cat.o'-nine-tails. 

t Their mailers are empowered to infiiA this punilh'<^ 
^ncnt, only affigning the caufe of the pfience. 

1 2 on 
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on to Irkutfk, where they are difpofed of by 
the governor of that town in the fame man- 
ner. The felons then proceed alone to the 
diftrid: of Nerfhinfk; where they are con- 
demned to work in the filver mines, or at tte 
different forges. 

Travellers, who have vifited Ruffia pre- 
vious to the reign of Elizabeth^ uniformly 
concur in relating the various , modes of pub- 
lic executions, and in reprobating the feve- 
rity of the criminal laws. But though we 
may join witli every friend to humanity in 
rejoicing that many of thefe dreadful punifh- 
ments no longer cxift ; yet we cannot afTent 
to the high encomiums paiTed upon the fu- 
perior excellence of the penal code fince the 
edid: of Elizabeth, which is fuppofed to have 
totally annulled capital condemnations. 
" From this fuppreflion of capital punifh- 
ment in all in fiances excepting treafon, Eli- 
zabeth has been reprefented, not only by the 
lively Voltaire, but even by the fugacious 
Blackflone *, as a flandard of legiflative cle- 
mency. 

* Voltaire thus exprefles himfelf upon this edi<2:» 
'* L'lmperatrice Elizabeth a acheve, par la clemence, 
'* I'ouvrage que fon pere commen^a par les loix. Cett« 
" indulgence a etc meme pouff^ a un point, dont il n'jr 

'' a point 
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mency. Yet however incontrovertible it may 
be that the inflidtion of death for offences, 

which 

« a point d'exemple dans I'hiftoire d'auclin peuple. Elle 
*' a fromisy que pendant Jon regne perfijfne ne ferait punt de 
^* mort^ {ff a tenufa promejfe. Elk ejl la premiere f Oliver alne 
" qui ait ainji refpeSie la vie des hommes. Les 'malfaiteiirs 
*' ont ete condamnes aux mines, aux travaux publics : leurs 
" chatimens font devenus utiles a Tetat ; inftitution non 
" moms fage que humane. Partout ailleurs on ne fait 
"que tuer un criminel, ' avec appareil, fans avoir jamaiil 
'' empeche les crimes. La terreur de la mort fait moins 
" d'impreflion peut-etre fur des mechants pour la plupart 
" faineants, que la cramte d'un chatiment & d'un travail 
" penible qui renaiflent tous les jours.'*. Hift. de Ruffie, 
p. 120. . 

Sir William Blackftone "make's the following remark 
upon the fame prohibition. 

*' Was the vaft territory of all the RufJias worfe regu- 
^ lated under the late emprefs Elizabeth, than utider her 
*' more fanguinary predeceflbrs ? Is it now, under Cath^- 
" rine II. lefs civilized, lefs focial, lefs fecure ? And yet 
" %ue are ajfured^ that neither cf thefe illuflrious princejfes 
'' have^ throughout their whole adminijlrationy injii^led the 
^-^ penalty of death \ and the latter has, upon full perfuafion 
'' of its being ufelefs, nay, even pernicious, given orders 
" for abolifliing it entirely throughout her ektenfive domi-r 
" nions." Commentaries, vol. IV. p. 10^ 

And lately L'Evefque, " Les grands crimes ont com-? 
^' mence a devenir plus rares fous ce regne, ouperfonne n*a 
" etepunide mort,^^ Hift. de Ruffie, Tom. V. p. 92. 

Voltaire affigns^ as the grounds of his encomiums on 
EjiTrabeth's fuppreffion of capital" punifliinent, the two fol- 

I 3 lowing 
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which ought not to be efleemed capital^ is 
much too frequent in many countries; we 

may 



rcafbos: x* That the pcfmanent chafttiemeiit Mducfa 
enttils upon the oikadcr a long contmuance of bard- 
ibips and mikrj^ has a greater tffeSt upon the multitude, 
than tbe fummary pangs of death. 2. Tliat the prefer-* 
Tattoo of male&^ors is fubfiu^ient to public emolumenf • 
!• Upon ii» firft rcafon I iball briefly remark, that die 
horror of diflblution has been repeatedly obferved in ths 
generality of mankind to preponderate beyond any other 
Urroni and that if we could devife a punifhment more 
ttfrible than deaths this new puniibment, in order to 
work its effed upon vulgar minds^ ought to be inflifted 
within the reach, of vulgar obfervadon, and not in the 
remoteft region of Siberia. For can we fuppofe that the 
lower clafe of mankind, who are governed by their fen&s, 
receive any ftrong imprei&on from At cafual report of 
fufferings endured at a great diftance i 2. Voltaire's fe- 
cond reaibn for bis applaufe of Elizabeth's edi£t, namely, 
the profit which the community derives from the labour 
of a malefa£tor whofe life is fpared, will hardly be allowed 
to hold good in regard to murderers j for if capital pu-> 
nifhments be really the moft efficacious prevention o£ 
crimes, they will neceflarily form a ftronger bulwark 
round the lives of orderly citizens than any other penal- 
ties. The legiflator, therefore, who fub verts this fecu- 
rity with a view to the emolument of the ftate, aftually 
revives the old barbarous cuftom of weighing the life of 
man in a fcale againft pecuniary advantage, with this ma- 
terial difference, however, in fevour of that barbarous 
culiom, that the latter affigned the price of blood, to the 
relations of the perfon whofe blood had been ihed, and 

who 
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may venture to affirm, that Elizabeth's mo- 
dification of the criminal laws is perhaps 
no lefs exceptionable, in point of policy and 
expedience, than illufive, in regard to its fup- 
pofed lenity. 

With refpeiSt to the firft pofition, its con- 
tradiction to ibund policy ; fhould we even 

•who had a itioi* immediate claim, than the community at 
large, on any compenfation made by the offender. 

Judge Blackftone intimates his doubts concerning the 
fuperior efficacy of capital punifliments over other penaU 
ties in the fhape of a query. Was the vaft territory, &c^ 
But no reader can perhaps anfwer this queftion in the 
negative ; nor could the fagacious author himfelf have 
anftvered it in the affirmative. For can it be decifively 
determined, except by a coUe^ion and comparifon, dur- 
ing a long feries of years, of felonies refpedHvely com- 
mittcid under the two different modes of jurifprudence ? 
and judge Blackftone does not pretend to have fo/med 
his theory on this ground : But after all, this reafoning 
fuppofes a f^tS which in reality does not exift, that no 
criminal has ftiffered capitally fince the acceffion of Eli- 
zabetli ; the falfity of which afTertion is, as I flatter my- 
felf, abundantly proved in the text. 

I entered Ruffia fully prejudiced in favour of the no- 
tion, that there no perfons were ever punifhcd with death. 
I was firfl undeceived by a foreign gentleman, to wHoni 
I addrefled the queflion, Whether there were any capital 
executions in Ruffia? *' Malefaftors, indeed," he re- 
turned, '* are not beheaded or hanged ; but they are not 
" unfrequently knootcd to death." 

1 4 arroneoufly 
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crroneoufly fuppofe, with feme authors*, 
that the edid: has been literally obeyed, and 
that, during the fpace .of forty years, not 
one criminal has fuiFered death throughout 
the vaft empire of Ruffia ; furely this lenity 
to the moft atrocious crimes cannot but be 
confidefed as extremely injurious to the fo- 
ciety. For, as a denunciation of death is 
probably, to the generality of mankind, the 
moft formidable prevention of crimes, the 
removal confequently of this falutary terror 
'withdraws a material fafe-guard from the 
lives and property of worthy citizens; and 
diminifhes that fecurity which thefe valuable 
members of fociety have a right to claim 
from the protedion of the laws. I advanccj^ 
however, thjis firft objection to this celebrated 
and much-extolled edift with that hefitation, 
which the interefts of humanity and the in- 
tricate nature of the fubjcdt require. 

But^ with regard to the fecond objedion, 
that its lenity is illufive; this pofition will 
not reft* merely upon theoretical reafoning, 
but be incontrovertibly eftabliflied by pofitive 
fad. A difpaffionate perfon will probably feel 
no extraordinary veneration for this boaftcd 

* See the former note. 

abolition 
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abolition of capital punifliment ; when he 
reflects, that though the criminal laws of 
Ruffia do not literally fentence malefadtors to 
death ^ they ftill confign many to that doom 
through the medium of puniifhments, in fome 
circumftances, almoft afluredly, if not pro- 
fefledly fatal j which mock with the hopes 
of life, but in reaHty protrafl: the horrors of 
death; and embitter with delay an event 
which reafon wifhes to be inftantaneou$* 
For when we confider that many felons ex- 
pire under the infliction, or from the confe- 
quences of the knoot; that feveral are ex- 
hauiled by the fatigue of the long journey 
to Nerfhinfk*, the remoteft region of Si- 
beria; and that the forlorn remnant periih 
in general prematurely from the unwhole- 
fomenefs of the mines ; it will be difficult to 
view the doom of thefe unhappy outcafts in 
any other light than that of a lingering exe- 
cution. In effeft, fince the promulgation of 
the edidt in queftion ; a year has never pafled 
in which many atrocious criminals, though 
legally condemned to other penalties, have 
not been capitally punifhed. And ii^decd, 
upon a general calculation, it will perhaps 



* 4776 i^iles from Pcterfburgh. 
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be found; that notwithftanding the apparent 
snildnefs of the penal code, iK>t f^wer mak^ 
fadlors fufFer death in Ruflia, thjin in thoie 
countries wherein that mode of puniihment 
is appointed by the laws, It will therefore 
be evident to the reader, that capital penal- 
ties are virtually and neceffarily retained; al- 
though the chief utility refulting from thq 
terror of certain deftni^^on is confiderably 
diminifhed* 

The pancgyrifts of Elizabeth would cer- 
tainly have entertained fome doubts concern- 
ing her boafted clemency; if they had re- 
coUefted that fhe did not aboliih, but re- 
tained the following horrid procefs for the 
purpofc of extorting confeflion from perfons 
charged with treafonable defigns. The arms 
of the fufpe<3:ed perfon being tied behind by 
a rope, he was drawn up in that pofture to a 
confiderable height in the air ; from whence, 
being fuddenly precipitated to within a fmall 
diftance of the ground, and being there as 
Suddenly checked^ the violence of the con- 
Cuffiori' diflocjted his ihoulders, and in that 
deplorable fituation be underwent the knoot. 
To thi« dreadful engine of barbarity and def- 
potifm, Elizabeth, amidft all her imputed 
lenity, gave unlimited fcop<^ and, during 

her 
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her .whole retg0> it was ordinarily applied 
eren at the dtfi:rction of inferior and igno-- 
rant magiftrates > nor was it abdiihed until 
the accdSoft of the pre&nt empreis, who has 
prdnbited the ufe of tortiire in aJPl criminal 
caibs. 

AltlKm^ the £;>Tereigst of this empire 
is db^ttte in the moit unlimited ienfe of 
the word; yet the prejudice of the Ruf- 
iians in rt^trd to the neceHity of torture 
(and a wile legifkrtw wiU always refped: po-» 
pukr prejudices, be th^ ever fo abfurd 
and unreaibnable) was fo deeply rooted by 
immemorial uiage, that it required ^eat; 
circiraifpcdtion in the emprefs not to raife 
discontents by an immediate abolition of 
tlmt inhuman pradice. Accordingly, the 
cautious manner in which it was gradu- 
ally fuppreffcd, difcovered as much judgment 
as benevolence. In 1762, Catharine, foon 
after her acccfBon, took away the power of 
inffiaing torture from the vayvodes, or infe- 
rior juftices, by whom it had been fhamc- 
fully abufed. In 1767, a fecret order was 
idfued to the Judges in the fevcral provinces, 
that whenever they fhould think ;,torturc re- 
quiiite to force a criminal to confeffion, they 
ihould draw up the gener^^ ai^ticles of the 

charge. 



124 TRAVELS' INTO RUS^SIA. B. 5, 

charge, and lay the cafe before the governor 
of the province for his confideration : and 
all the governors had received previous di- 
reifiions to determine the cafe according to 
the principles laid down in the third * quef- 
tion of the tenth chapter of her majefty's in- 
ftrudions for a coiieof .laws; w^herein tor- 
ture is proved to be no lefs ufelefs than cruel, 
This^ therefore, was a tacit abolition of tor- 
ture, which has been fince formally and pub-* 
licly annulled. The prohibition of this hor- 
rid fpecies of judicature, throughout the vaft 
dominions of the Ruffian empire, forms a 
memorable aera in the annals of humanity. 

At Mofcow and Peterfburgh I vifited tljc 
prifons, of which I have already given an 
ample account in a former publication -f*. 
In this place I {hall only remark in general ; 
that the emprefs, being informed of my re- 
fearches in relation to prifons, with a con- 
defcenfion peculiar to her character, permitted 
me to deliver to count Ivan Tchernichef, vice-r 
prefident of the admiralty, a lift of queries, 

* Queftion III, ^^ La queftioi) ne bleffe-t-ejlc pas la 
" juftice, et conduit-tcUe au but, &c." See luftrudtions 
de Catharine II. &c. p. 51 to 55. 

t Account of the Prifons and Hofpitals in Ruifi^, Swe- 
den, and Denmark, &c. 
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with refpeft to fome of which I received in- 
formation, by her orders, from her beft-in* 
formed governors *, and others fhe even con- 
defcended to anfwer herfelf. The latter I 
fhall here fubjoin, with a full conviftion, 
that obfervations even of lefs moment would 
be rendered acceptable by the authority of 
fo diftinguifhed a character. 



^eries upon the Ruf- 
^ Jian prifons^ deli-^ 
vered to the em- 
prefs. 

1 . Is there any ge-- 
tier al plan for the con- 
JiruBion ofprifonsy and 
their interior dijlribii- 
tion ? and are they 
ufually Jituated in the 
fuburbsy and near the 
running water? 

2. What precau- 
tions are taken, in or-^ 
der to keep the prifons 
clean, and to prevent 
epidemical dijlempers ? 



Anfwer s dictated by the 
emprefs to her fecre-* 
tary, and fent to tht_ 
author. 

I . ^* There has been 
" hitherto no general 
** plan for the conftruc- 
" tion of prifons, nor 
^' rules for their diftri- 
** bution and fitua- 
^' tion. 

"2. There is no 
'* more regulation for 
** the cleanlinefs of the 
'* prifons, than for their 
'* conftrudionandfitu- 



* I have made ufe of thefe papers in the treatife men^ 
tioned in the lafl: note. 

" ation* 
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3. Is there afepa-^ 
rate infirmary fof%^he 

fickf 

4. Are petty offend^ 
ers kept apart from the 

felons^ and are the fe- 
lons alfofeparatedfrom 
each other ? 



5. Are the pri^ 
foners permitted to 
purchafe fpirituous li- 
quors and do the jai^ 
lersjell them ? 

II 



B. 5^ 

*^ ation. By an abufe 
^^ favourable to the pri- 
*' foners, they are in 
*' naany places pcrmit- 
*' ted to go to the baths. 
" It is probable that 

" the cold alone pre- 
^* vents epidemical dif- 
•' orders. 
^' 3. Not every where. 



*' 4. Although it is 
" prefcribed by the an- 
'* tient laws that a fe- 
^* Ion, when he is fen- 
'^ tenced to death, fhall 
** be kept in a fepa- 
" rate room, called the 
'^ chamber of repent- 
" ance, neverthelefs, 
*^ there are nowhere 
^\ chambers of that de- 
'* fcription. 

" 5. Every Ipecics 
" of food is fold in the 
" prifons, but the jailer 
** cannot fell fpirituous 
** liquors, and that for 

" two 
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6. Are female cri- 
minals put in irons f 
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two rcafbns : Firft, 
becaulb fpirituous li- 
quors can only be 
fold by thofe who 
fann the right of 
vending them from 
the crown. Secondly^ 
what is very extraor- 
dinary, there are no 
jailers * to any of 
the prifons, although 
the laws make men- 
tion of them. 
'* 6. The laws arc 
filent upon this head. 
So that whenever this 
cuftom is praftifed, 
it muft be reckoned 
among thofe innume- 
rable abufes, which 
ought to be abolifh- 
ed-f*. 

'*7. Crimi- 



♦ The prifoners are guarded by foldiers. 
t The original paffage, which is in the French lan- 
guage, does npt admit of a literal tranflation : 

Les loix pailent fous filence ce point : ainfl ce que; 

*^ pourroit 



cc 
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7* Is the fate of 
criminals condemned to 
hard labour ever mi-^ 
tigated in cafe ofre^ 
formation ? Do they 
wear any badge of in- 
famy^ and is it taken 
away upon good beha-- 
viour ? 



8 4 Are there fixed 
times and places in the 
fever al provinces for 
the trial of criminals ? 



<t 



y. Criminals con- 
^* demned to public la-^ 
'* bour are tranfported: 
*' for murder th^ are 
'* branded in the face 
*^ with an hot iron, &c. 
** fbme are chained, o-^ 
*^ thers have their nof- 
** .trils torn ^ and un- 
*^ lefs, upon a general 
" or particular amnef- 
^^ ty, they receive no 
^^ mitigation. 

"8.TheIav/s fettled 
^^ indeed certain times 
*' for this purpofe; but, 
** as a great quantity of 
*^ different aifairs and 
*^ trials were decided in 
*' the fame tribunal, 
*^ the courts of crimi- 
*^ rial juftice were very 
'* dilatory in their pro- 
** ceedings. 



' • • • . 

" pourtoit fe fiaire a cet egard peut etre compt^ parmi 
rinombrable quantit6 des abus. Ces abus font. pour 1» 
piupart autant de cloux qu^il faut tirer du corps politiqae 

•* de Tetat ou on les trouve/' 

" See 



<c 
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" See the manifefto 
^* of 1775, at the head 
^^ of the Regulations *, 
'' 6ce. 

*' New Plan for the Ruffian Prifons, to be 
" introduced into each government. 

** I. To divide the prifons into civil and 
^' criminal. 2. The criminal prifon fhall be 
*' diftributed iato three parts. The firft, for 
*' criminals before and during trial ; the fe- 
** condi for perfons fentenced to confinement 
** for a ftated time ; and the third, for fe- 
*' Ions capitally convicted, condemned to per- 
** petiial imprifohment, or to the public 
*^ works. 3. Each part fhall be feparated, 
'* one for the men, the other for the women. 

4. There fhall be an infirmary for fick 

prifoners. 5. The prifon fhall be con- 
^' flrudted without the town, in an airy fitu- 
" ation, and near the water." 

It cannot be otherwife than a fubjed: of , 
pleafing refledtion to the reader, that this 
great princefs thus condefcends to contemn 
plate and alleviate the fufiferings of even the 
wretched vidtims to public juflice ; but how 
much more will the veneration for her be 

• Reglements de fa maj. imp. pour radminiftratton dcs 
Gouvcrnements, &c. 

Vol. II J; K increafed; 
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increafed ; whcft he confiders her as crefting 
the glorious fuperftru<fture of national hap- 
pineft on the firm bafis of equal legiflation ? 

The emprefs, at her acceffion, found the 
Ruffian code of laws a rude and indigefted 
chaos ; and &w the unmediate neceflity of 
amending and reforming it. The courts of 
juftice were r^^ted by the ilatutes of Alexey 
Michaek>vitch *, extremely defedive both as 
to order and preciiion ; and by the uia/es or 
imperial mandates iffiied by Peter and his 
fucceflbrs, uncommonly nmrierous> and in 
many important points contradi<ftory to each 
other, • 

The vaft empire of Ruffia was diftributed 

* The etflf eft r^lar eode of written laws was formed^ 
in 15429 by Ivan Vaffilicvitch XL from precedents and 
amtient cuftoms. 

The ftatuces of Alexey Michaelovitci^ alluded to in the 
taxt) were chiefly compofed from tiie above-mentioned 
eoc^e^ from tiie mandates of the ibvereigns fi^eqoent to 
Ivan Vaffilievltch H*^ from the decifions of the boiars^ 
who in thofe times preltded in the high courts of juftice^ 
and from the Byzantine laws or edi£b iiTued by the Greek 
emperors of Qonftantkiople.. The new ftatutes^ com- 
piled from thefe feurces^ i|jith a km additions, being in 
jtb^o read in die tzar's prefence, were printed^ and a copy 
ient into eacb province*. 

See Statuta Mofchovitica in Herberfteiiu Itin. in Mof* 
chpviam ^ alfo Von Jufti»-Wcfen in Haygold** Beylagen,, 

P- 379' 

I into 
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into a few extenfive governments : each go-* 
vemment was fubdivided into provinces, and 
each province into diftridts, or circles. Over 
each government was appointed a governor ; 
over the provinces a vayvode and his officers, 
who formed a chancery 5 and over the dif- 
tridts an inferior vayvode, of a kind of juiHc^ 
of peace* The abufes which refulted from 
this diftribution are fufficiently detailed in thtf 
following pafTage, from the manifefto of the 
emprefs prefixed to the firft part of the new 
code* : 

** We find that many governments are hot 
fufBciently provided with tribunals or of-* 
ficers of juftice in proportion to their ex-* 
tent ; that not only the affairs of the trea-* 
fury and of the police, but alio the civil 
'^ and criminal caufes, are tried in the fan>e 
** court in which the adminiflration of go- 
** vemment is carried on. Nor are the pro- 
** vinces and diflridls in thefe fame govern- 
** ments lefs fubjefl: to fimilar inconveniences ; 
'' as the fole chancery of the va)rvode is the 
'* only court which has cognizance of fo 
" many and fuch different affairs. The dif- 
•* orders refulting from thefe circumflances 

* Reglements dc Catharine XL &c. p, VII» 

K 2 are 
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** are but too evident. On one ifide delays, 
•* omiffions, and vexations, are the natural 
*^ confequences of fo incongruous and defec- 
** tive a conftitution ; where one bufinefs im-^ 
'* pedes another ; and where the impoffibi- 
^^ lity of terminating matters fo various in the 
*^ fole chancery of the vayvode occafions pro- 
^^ craflination, negled: of duty, and admits 
only a partial difpatch of bufinefs : on the 
other fide, thefe delays generate chicanery, 
and encourage the commiflion of crimes ; 
becaufe the punifhment does not follow the 
** tranfgreffion of the laws with that celerity 
which is neceflary to reprefs and ftrike 
terror into ofltnders : while endlefs ap- 
peals * from one court to another are per- 
** petual obftrucSions to juftice."^ 

But the greateft evil to the lower clafs of 
people was derived from the enormous au- 
thority of the inferior vayvode ; who, though 

♦ The manifefto of the emprefe enumerates the fof- 
lowing inftances of appeal in the affairs relative to com- 
merce, as well as all caufes of merchants or burghers, 
" A perfon, not content with the decifion by oral judge- 
*^ ment, could carry his caufe before the magiftrate of the 
f * town, from whofe fentence he might appeal to the ma- 
** giftrate of the province, from him fucceffively to the 

magiftrate of the government, to the fuperior magiftrate, 

and laftly to the fenate." Ibid, p. VIII. 

ufually 
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ufually a perfon of low birth, and totally 
ignorant of the laws, yet could not only im- 
pofe punifliment for petty offences, but had 
even the power of ordering the knoot, of in- 
flicting torture, and of tranfporting to Siberia* 
Hence perfons fufpedted of crimes were de- 
tained in prifon feveral * years without being 
brought to a final trial ; were applied to the 
torture without fufficient proof, and frequently 
more than once. 

Many fovereigns fubfequent to Alex^y Mi- 
chaelovitch, and particularly Peter I., had 
framed the projeft for amending and reform- 
ing [the Ruffian jurifprudence, but had never 
carried it into execution : the completion of 
this arduous undertaking was referved for Ca- 
tharine II. ; who, in 1767, fummoned depu- 
ties to Mofcow from every part of her ex-* 
tenfive dominions, and having appointed com- 
miffioners for compofing a. new code of laws, 
delivered to them her Grand Inftrud:ions *, 
which had been previoufly compofed by her 

injperial 

* *' Inftruftions de Catharine II. pour la CommifliQii 
"chargee de drefTer le Projet d'un Nouveau Code d^ 
^'Loix." St. Pet. 1769. 

Thefe inftrudtions have been tranflated into moft mo- 
dern languages, and into Englifli by TatifchefJ a Ruffian 

K 3 gentleman I 
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imperial majefly in the true fpirit of genuine 
legation. In conforaiity to thefe inftruc-. 
tions, the firft part of a new code made it$ ap- 
pearance in 1775 ; and a fecondpart in 1780 1 
and has been received in many of tlw new go- 
vernments into which the Ruffian empire has 
been lately divided. Many of the abufes, as well 
thofe above enumerated as others of no Icfs 
moment, have been n»noved by thefe new in. 
ititutions I and many of them ftill cxifting 
will be aboliihcd, if the emprefs has time to 
tpmplete the fyftem. 

As an ample detail of thefe regulation? falls 
not within the compafs of the prefent work, 
nor within the capacity of the author j it is 
to be hoped that the curiofity of the public 
will be in fomc meafure gratified by the enu- 
meration of the moft ftriking peculiarities in 
this extenfive plan ; which has changed and 
naodified the whole fyftem of government. 

The empire, which had been divided by 
Peter the Great into nine extenfive govern^ 
ments, is now diilributed into a larger nwn>-H 

gentleman I to which is prefixed, a dercription of ihe man<r 
4ier of opening the CQmmiffioxi| with the order and rules 
for electing the commiffioners appointed to frame a new 
code of laws. See The Grand Ipftruflions, &c, printed 
l>} Jefferys, 

bcr, 
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ber *, each upon an average containing only 
from 3 to 40o>ooo males. One or more of 
theie governments is fuperintended by a Na- 
meilnick, or lord « liqitenant^ and each of 
them has a vice-gsnremor^ a council^ cifvil 
and criminal courts of judicature, fome of 
whofe members iare appointed by the fove- 
reign, and the others are chofen by the nobles. 



* The firft provinces ere^d into governments, accord- 
ing to the new inftltutio% were Tver and Smden(kO| in 
January 1776. Thofe ^iirhich have been fince eftaUiibed, 
eidier before or during my refidence in RuiSa, were in 
the following order : Novogorod and Kaluga, in Decern* 
ber ^;j76 j Plcfcof, Yaroflaf, and Tula, in December 17771^ 
PolotflcNmd Mobile^ in May 1778$ Refan, Volodimir, 
ICoftroma, and Orel, in December 1778. 

By the lateft accounts from Peterlburgh, the governr 
ments were ranged in the following manner* 

I. MoicoW. 2. Peterfburgh. 3. Wiburgh. 4. Tver. 
5. Novogorod. 6. Plefkof. 7. Smolenfko. 8. Mdiilef. 
9. Polotflc. 10. Orel. 11. Kurik« 12. Karkof. 13. 
Voronetz. 14. Tambof. 15. Refan. 16. Tula. 17. 
Kaluga. 18. Yaroflaf. 19. Vologda. 20. Vladimir. 
21. Koftroma. 22. Nilhnei Novogorod. 23. Viatka. 
^4. Permia. 25. ToboUk. 26. Kolyvan. 27. I^kutft. 
28. Ufa. 29. Simbirflc. 30. Cafan. 31. Penza. 32. 
Saratof. 33. Aftracan. 34, Azof. 35. New-Ruffia. 
36. Little-Ruifia. 37. Kiof. 38. Tchernigof. 39. Li- 
vonia, or Riga. 40. Efthdnia, or Reval. 41. Novo- 
gorod'^Severftoi. ^ft^ Orenburgh. 

K4 By 
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By this inftitution , Catharine has, in fomc 
inftances, fet bounds to her abfolute prero- 
gative, by diminifhing the power of thofe tri- 
bunals which were . only dependent upon the 
crown ; by transferring^ it ;to the nobles ; arid 
invefting them with, many additional privi- 
leges with refpeft to the adminiftration of 
juftice. A^ fhe has introduced likewife into 
each government fuperior tribunals, whofe de- 
<:ifion is final ; fhe has prevented, by thefe 
means, frequent appeals to the imperial col-^ 
leges at Peterfburgh and Mofcow, which were 
attended with confiderable expence and de- 
lay. By eftablifhing or feparating the dif- 
ferent boards of finance, police, &c. from the 
courts of law, which before impeded each 
other by meeting in the fame place ; fhe has 
facilitated the difpatch of bufinefs, and ren- 
dered the adminiftration of juflice more fpeed)^. 
She^has increafed the falaries of the judges, 
who before, from the narrownefs of their in- 
come, were necefTarily expofed to almbfl ir- 
refifUble temptations frpm bribery : or, to ufe 
her own expreffions to the judges, in her 
celebrated edidt, '* Formerly your rieceffities 
^^ might have induced you to be too atten-^i 
<^ tive tQ your own iflterefli* : your country 
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*' now pays your labours -, and what before 
** might admit of fome excufe, from this mo- 
/^ ment becomes a crime/' 

To thefe regulations muft be added the 
abolition of torture; the fettling of the pro- 
per boundaries between the feveral govern- 
ments, which has prevented^ many diflentions 
and - law^fuits ; the appointment ' of regular 
phyficians and furgeons, Rationed in various 
diftrid:s, at the crown's expence ; the foun- 
dation of fchools for the education of the 
nobility, others for children of perfons of in- 
ferior rank ; the eftablifhment or augmenta- 
tion of new feminaries for thofe intended for 
holy orders j the ere(5tion of new bodies cor- 
porate with additional irnmunities ; the grant 
of freedom to numberlefs^ vaflals of the crown 5 
and^ facilitating the means of giving liberty tQ 
the peafants. 

Such are die outlines of thefe excellent in- 
ftitutions. How far, or in what degree, they 
may operate upon a people fo widely dif- 
perfed, and of fuch different manners and cuf- 
toms, can only be proved by time and ex-^ 
perience. But though they may fail in pro-^ 
ducing a// thofe advantages which fromibcit 
intrinfic excellence the fp^cuktive reafoner 

mi^ht 



138 TRAVEtfi TNTO RUSSIA* B. 5. 

might cxpeft, yet they muft be attended with 
the moil beneficial efieds; as indeed fufH- 
ciently appears from the flourifhing ftate of 
thofc provinces in which they have been al- 
ready admitted. If it be allowed that many 
evils are reforaied, and many improvements 
have been introduced ; it cannot at the fame 
time be fuppofed that the national manners 
fhould be fuddenly changed ^ or that the mofl 
abfolute fovereign can venture to fhake thofc 
ifondamental cufloms which have been fane- 
tioned by ages, and which oppofc any viola- 
tion even of thofe rights that infringe the 
ccmimon principles of humanity. It is furely 
fufficient if the abufes are remedied^ as much 
fts can be expected in fuch a country ; where 
the vafl difproportioij of rank and fortune, and 
the abfolute vaflalage of the peafants^ render it 
pxtremely difficult, if not impofHble, to efk- 
blifh at once an impartial ind incorrupt ad- 
miniflration of juftice* 

Ruffia, with refped to the vafl mafs of its 
people, is nearly in the fame ilate in which 
the greatef^ part of Europe was plunged in 
the 1 1 th and 1 2th centuries ; when the feudal 
iyflem was gradually declining ; when the un* 
bounded authority of the land-holders over 

their 
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their Haves ws» beginning to l>e counter-f 
balanced by the introdudipn of an interme- 
diate order of merchants } \fhen new tow^s 
were continually eredting, and pndowed with 
increafing immunities ; and when th^ crowm. 
began to ^ve ^cpdQm to many pf ltd yaf. 
fajs. 



CHAP, 
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G H A P- V, 

Inquiry- into the prefent ftate of civilization in 
the Ruffian empir^. Divijion of the inha-^ 
hitants into I. nobles, II. clergy. III. mer-- 
chants and burghers, IV. peafants. — General 
remarks on thefe orders. — Privileges granted 
by the emprefs to the merchants, burghers, 
and peafants. — State of vaffalage. — Conch-- 
fon. 

MUCH has been written concerning the 
great civilization which Peter I. in- 
troduced into this country; that he obliged 
the people to relinquifli their beards, and their 
national drefs; that he naturalized the arts 
and fciences ^ that he difciplined his army, 
and created a navy ; and that he made a total 
phange throughout each part of his extenlive 
empire. We may readily allow the truth of this 
eulogium with refped to his improvements in 
the difcipline of his army and the creation of a 
navy ; for thefe were objed:s within the reach 
of the perfevering genius of a delpotic fove- 
reign : but the pompous accounts of the total 
. change which he eifefted in the national man- 
ners. 
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tiers, feem to have been the mere echoes of 
foreigners, who have never vifited the coun- 
try, and who have collected the hiftory of 
Peter from the moft partial information. For 
though a nation, when compared with itfelf 
at a former period, may have made a rapid 
progrefs towards improvement, even when the 
degree of that improvement, if put in com- 
petition with the refinements of other nations, 
feems fcarcely to exift ; yet, as the exaggerat- 
ed accounts which I had heard and read of 
the great civilization diffufed throughout the 
whole empire, made me expert a more po- 
lifhed flate -of manners than I found f I muft 
own I was aftonifhed at the barbarifm in 
which the bulk of the people ftill continue* 
I am ready to allpw that the principal nobles 
are as civilized, and as refined jn their enter- 
tainments, mode of living, and focial intcr- 
courfe, as thofe of other European countries. 
But there is a wide diflference between po- 
lifliing a nation, and polifhing a few indi- 
viduals. The merchants and peafants ftill 
univerfally retain their beards, ' their national 
drels, their original manners ; and, what is 
moft remarkable, the greateft part of the mer- 
chants; and burghers of the large towns, even 
the citizens of Peterfburgh and Mofcow, re- 

femble,^ 
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femble, in their external appearance and ge- 
neral mode of living, the inhabitants of the 
imalleft village : and, notwithftanding the 
rigorous edids iffued by * Peter I., I can ven^- 
ture to aflert, that the far greater number 
ftill wear their beards ; being fcarccly lefs at- 
tached at prefent to that cuftom than their 
anceftors in former times, when the fine for 
cutting off a finger was rated at is. 3 ^. ; that 
for cutting off the beard, or whifkers, at 4x. 

The greateft part of the peasants, who form 
the bulk of the nation, are ftill almoft as de-» 
JEc^ient in the arts as they were before Peter's 



^^^^ U ordmna aiix Rufles de quitter Inhabit long et I4 
^ bacbe» Une amende fut impolee aux amateurs obftines 
*' de Tancien ufiige. Bien das Rufles, et lurtout les Roz-* 
^ kolniks, regardtiint le changement dlisdnt comme un 
^^ renoncementi la religioo, et difiuent qh^il valaient mieux 
*' perdre h t£tc que la barbe : ils fiirent obliges de payer 
*^ un droit pour n'etre pas ra^ et ils re^evaient un jettoii. 
'^^ qui leur fervait de quittance* Souvent a la cour on 
** enivrait les vieux boiars, et on leur taillait la barbd 
^ d'une maniere fi ridicule, qu'ils etaient obliges degarder 
^ la chambre pendant plufieurs mois, on de fe &ire rafer^ 
^^ On attachait aux portes des villes un modelle du nouvel 
^^ habit, et on rognait la robe de ceux qui ne voulaieht pas 
** payer : on les rafait malgt^ eux dans ks rues/* L*E- 
yefque, IV. p. 157. ^ 

t Haygold^ L p. 3J7. 

time, 
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time, although the fciences have flourifhed in 
the capital. But the civilization of a nu- 
merous and widely difperfed people cannot be 
the work of a moment ; and can only be ef- 
fected by a gradual and almoft inieniible pro«» 
grefs. 

If we defcend from thefe vague and gene-* 
ral refledtion$ to a more diftind: confideration 
of the different clafles of fubjedts in the Ruf-* 
lian empire ; we fhall be more eafily enable4 
to form fome probable judgement concerning 
the prefent ftate of its civilization. 

The inhabitants in general may be divided 
into four orders : 

I. That of the nobles and gentry. 

II. That of the clergy. 

. III. That of merchants, burghers, and 
other freemen. 

IV. That of the peafants.. 

The three firft include almoft all the free 
fiibjefts of the empire, and the latter all the 
vaflals or flaves.^ 

I. The firft order comprehends the nobles 
and gentry : the fole * perfons who, in the 

true 

* Ctdiariney in confirmmg the immunities of the no-* 
bks, decreed^ ^^ Que le droit d'acheter ou de vendre dea 

*^ tcrrct 
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true fpirit of feudal defpotifin, have a right to 
poflefs land ; but inftead of appearing, them- 
felves, according to the tenure of that . fyf- 
tern, at the head of their retainers, are now 
only expected to ferve in the army ; and are 
obliged to furnifli recruits in proportion to 
tfie extent of their pofleflions. 
- In Ruffia, as in the Oriental governments, 
there is fcarcely any diftinftion of ranks among 
tile nobility, excepting what is derived from 
the fervice of the fovereign. Even the eldeft 
ions of thofe perfons, who have been raifed 
to the moll confiderable honours and the 
Bigheft employments, excepting the advan- 
tages which they undoubtedly retain of faci- 
litating their promotion by a ready acceft to 
court, do not derive any folid benefits from 
their birth; like thofe which the peers of 
England, the grandees of Spain, or the dukes, 
who are peers of France, enjoy from their 
hereditary defcent. The importance of a noble 
family of immenfe property and official ho- 
nours, is almoft annihilated upon the death of 

^ terres feroit propre ou particulier aux feuls nobles." Le 
Clerc, p. 472. t That is in Ruffia, fl:ri£tly fpeaking, for in 
the Ukraine, and inrthe provinces conquered from Sweden, 
Ingria excepted, and in a few other places, the lower orders 
are proprietors of lands. ^ 

the 
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the chief ; becaufe his property is equally di-4 
vided among his fons ; and becaufe titles^ 
though allowed to be hereditary, do not, in-? 
dependent of the fovereign's favour *^ contri- 



* " A prefent en Ruffle, ind^pcnd^mmeilt des aVantages 
*' que procUrent par tout la fortune, ou la facillte de s*ap-» 
** procher de la cour, un noble n'cft diftingue d*un autre 
" que par Temploi qu'il occupe, et qui lui marque fon 
** rang. Les titres, Tancienncte de la noblefle, I'illuftra- 
*' tion de fes p6res, n'empechent pas celui a qiii fon em- 
** ploi ne donne que le rang de lieutenant, d'etre meme hors 
^^ du fervice militaire, inferieur a un capitaine tire de la 
'^ plus nouvelle noblefle, ou meme de la clafle des af- 
" franchis.'* L'Evefque, vol. iv. p. 479. 

With refpeft to the advantages poflefled by the children 
of the nobility, Monfieur Le Clerc informs us, *' Catha-^ 
" rine II.cn confirmant " les droits et privileges que 
•* Pierre III. a accordees a la noblefle Ruile, y en a ajoute 
** quatre autres. i. Elle a ordonne aux colonels des 
** regimens, dans ime inftrudMon particuliere, de preferer, 
^^ dans tous les cas, les nobles i ceux qui ne le font pas^ 
^' dans la promotion des grades militaires. 2. Elle a 
*^ ftatue que les enfans des nobles, ainft que ceux des 
*^ officiers de Tetat major, feroient re^us prcferablement i 
" tous autres de fes fujets, dans les etabliflemens d'educa- 
** tion nationale. 3. Que le droit d'achctcr ou de vendre 
** des terres feroient propre et particulier aux fculs nobles. 
" 4. Que les nobles de fon empire jouiroient du privil^e 
** exclufif d'etablir des fabriques pour la difUllation dc 
" Teau-de-vie des grains, et de la vendre a la Couronnc/* 
P. 472. 

Vol. IIL L Bute 
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bute much to aggrandize the poi&ffors : that 
of a prince, a count, or a baron, conveying in 
themfelves little perfonal diftiniftion, unlefs 
accompanied with a civil or military employ- 
ment. 

Before the aerji of Peter the Great, the 
only title in Ruflia, excepting that of boyar, 
which fignified privy-counfellor, and was not 
hereditary, and other fimilar appellations an- 
nexed to civil employments, was that of 
knaes, which was eftcemed fynonymous to 
prince. Pcrfons who affumed this title were 
defcended, or pretended to be fo, either from 
the different collateral branches of the reign- 
ing family ; or from fomc Lithuanian princes 
who eftablifhed themfelves in Ruflia in the 
14th and 15th centuries; or from the nu- 
merous Tartar nobles who became fubjefts 
of the Ruflian empire under Ivan Vaflilie- 
vitch II. and his immediate fucceflbrs ; or 
from feveral Polifh, and other foreign fami- 
lies, who fettled in this empire. In procefs of 
time the number of thefe princes increafed to 
fo confiderable a degree; that, according to 
Lord Whitworth, no lefs than 300 were com- 
mon foldiers in prince Mentchikof s regiment 
of dragoons. Though Peter the Great, in 

imitation 



C S^ >I O B L E S. 147 

imitation of the other European courts, in- 
troduced the titles of count and baron, and 
his example has been followed by his fuc- 
cdflbrs ; yet neither thefe titles, nor that of 
prince above mentioned, have been.efleemed a 
fufficient aggrandizement; becaufe the greateft 
favourites of the fovereign have been ocjca- 
fionally created by the emperqr of Germany 
princes of the German empire; as prince 
Mentchikof at the requeft of Peter, and the 
princes Orlof and Potemkin during the pre- 
fent reign. 

According to the iyftem introduced by 
Peter I. but which has gradually been cor- 
rupted as it has receded from its fource, every 
perfon takes precedence from his military fta- 
tion ; he mull rife in regular gradation, and, 
before he can be an officer, mufl have fcrved 
as a corporal or ferjeant : but this ordinance 
is eafily eluded; as frequently infants are 
made ferjeants and corpqrals ; and it is not 
neceflary to have ferved even one campaign in 
order to obtain precedence, as it may be con- 
ferred by civil offices. And although the law 
of Peter I. which compelled each nobleman 
or gentleman, under pain of degradation, to 
fwive .in the army, was abpliihed by Pe- 

L 2 ter 
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tcr IIL* j yet its cfFefts ftill fubfift. No one 
under the rank of a major, let his fortune be 
ever fo confiderable, is permitted to drive 
more than two horfes ; under that of briga- 
dier, more than four: a nobleman of the 
higheft fortune and diftinction, who has never 
been in the army, is not allowed, excepting 
by the fpecial permiffion of the crown, to 
life in the capital a carriage drawn by more 
than one horfe ; while a merchant may have 
two. There are various methods, however, 
of procuring military dignity, and the pri- 
vileges annexed to it. Amongft others, a 
chamberlain, for inftance, to the fovereign, 
ranks as major-general ; the office of a fecre- 
tary, in the different departments of govern- 
ment, confers the rank of an officer ; and the 
contributor of a certain fum to the foundling 
hofpital at Mofcow, obtains the rank of a 

♦ The Abbe dc Chappe, in a remark upon the aboli- 
tion of this law by Peter III. is guilty of a ridiculous mif- 
takc, when he fuppofes, that1)efore rfiis decree the nobles 
were Jlaves* About a week after his acceflion to the 
throne, Peter went to the fenatc, and declared, ** that he had 
** granted tiie privilege oi freedom to the nobility." This 
miftake arofe from an omiffion in his decree, in which the 
nobles were only declared free^ without the addition oito 
ferve^ or not to fervcy as they thought f roper. See Antidote, 
p. 148 to 150. 

lieutenaat* 
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lieutenant. Thefe regulations, and the eafe 
with which military rank is acquired, has 
induced a German, fettled in Ruflia, to cx- 
prefs himfelf with fome humour in the fol- 
lowing manner : ** A nobleman is here no- 
**.thing; his fituation in the army alone 
** marks the value of his exiftence, A phy- 
** fician has the rani of major, and dares, as 
" a ftaff-ofiicer, put four horfes to his car- 
riage, while others can only drive two ^ an 
apothecary in the imperial fervice has the 
" rank of a captain ; his apprentices that of 
" enfigns ; and the two furgeons of the dif- 
^^ trid bear the rank of lieutenants */' But 
however ridiculous thefe promotions may ap- 
pear, yet they are founded on principles of the 
foundeft policy : for as, by a decree of Peter 
the Great, every officer is noble during his 
life, and the children of a ftafF-officer are 
claffed among the nobility; any inflitution 
tending to increafe the number of this order 
of men, who alone are entitled to poflefs land, 
cannot fail of being highly beneiicial to the 
fociety. Upon their own eftatcs the nobles 
and gentry are almoft uncontrouled, having 

♦ ScWoetzer's Briefwechfel for 1781, p. 3(>S* 

^^ 1*3 abfolute 
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abfblute aufhofity over their vaflals, as wrill 
be fhcwn when I treat of the peafants. 

IL The next order of fubjecfls is the Clergy. 

I have already had occafion to mention the 
origin and fuppreffion of the office of patri- 
arch, who was formerly the heid of the Ruf- 
fian clergy, Peter I. firiall)? abolifhed that 
dignity in 1 7 1 9 5 but, inftead of formally de- 
claring himfelf the head of the church, he 
prudently configned the chief ecclefiaftical iu- 
fhority to a tribunal which he called the Sa- 
cred Syn6d ; but which was in effeft rendered 
ftbfolutely fubfervient to him, by an oath taken 
hy all its members, acknowledging him as 
their fupreme judge. The iynod is compofed 
of the fovereign, who is pfefident ; a vice-pre- 
fident, who is generally the metropolitan arch- 
feifliop ; and a number of counfellors arid af- 
^eflbrs. 

The clergy are divided into, i . Regular ; 
drid 2 / Secular : the firft are monks ; and the 
latter, parifh priefts, 

I. The principal wealth of the church is 
centered in the monafteries, which formerly 
had eftates to the amount of JT. 400,000 per 
^npum i and, like the other land-holders, en- 
joyed 
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joyed uncontroukd authority over their pea- 
fants, who were equally bondTmen as on th^ 
pofleflions of the laity. The prcfeixt emprefs 
has annexed thefc church-lands to the crown j 
and in i?eturn grants annual penfions to the 
hierarchy, the dignified clergy> and the monks* 
The archbiihops and bifhpps. receive about 
£. 1000 or jT. 1200 per annum ; and the fub* 
ordinate ecclefiaftics in proportion. Soon after 
this regulation took place, many of the mo-., 
nafteries were fupprefled; and the members 
in thofe which were %>ared, were confiderably 
reduced ; as well by the prohibition to admit 
more than a certain number, as by limiting 
the age of noviciates. The abolition of mo- 
nafteries muft be acknowledged a very benefi- 
cial circumftance in moft countries ^ yet there 
is one evil to he apprehended from it in Ruf^ 
fia : th^ were the only feminaries of educa- 
tion for thofe perfons defigned for the facred 
fundtion ; and the monks are, if I may fi> ex- 
prefs myfelf, almoft, the fole proprietors of the 
learning which fubfifls among the clergy. 
But, moil probably, the ill effefts which may 
be expected fron> the fuppreifion of fome cpn^ 
vents, will be cdfhpeni^ated by the better im- 
provement introduced into the adminiftration 
of thofe which are continued ; and by the 

L 4 fchool$ 
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fchools lately eftablifhcd in various parts of the 
empire for die education of ecclefiaftics. 

All the dignitaries of the ehurch are cho-f 
fen froni the order of monks : thefe are arch- 
bifhops and bifhops, archiniandrites or ab- 
bots, and igoomens or priors. " The epifco- 
'* pal order in Ruffia is diftinguifhed by the 
** different titles of metropolitan, archbifhop, 
*^ and bifliop. The titles of metropolitan 
*^ and archbifhop are not attached to the fee ;' 
** but arc, at prefent, merely perfonal diftinc- 
^^ tions conferred by the fovereign, which 
** give the poffeflbrs no additional power, and 
** fcarcely any precedence * J^ The arch^ 
bifhoprics or bifhoprics are thirty -three in 
number. i.Npvogorod. 2.Mofcow, 3. Pe- 
terfburgh. 4. CaJfan. 5. Aftracan. 6. To-e 
bolik. 7.Roftof. S.Plefkof. 9. Kratitz. 10, 
Refan. 11, Tver. 12. Slavenfk and Kherfon, 
13. Mphilef. 14. Smoleniko. 15. Niflinei- 
Novogorod. i6.Bielgorod, 17^ Sufdal. 18, 
Vologda. 19. Colunma. 20. Viatfkt 21, 
Archangel. 22. Uft)Fug. 23. Voronetz. 24, 
Irkutfk. 25. Perellaf. 26. Coftroma. 27. Vo- 
lodimir. 28. Tambof. 29 • Olonetz. 30, 
Sievlk. ^i.Kigf^ 32, Tchernigof, 33^ Pe^ 
feaflavl. 

f Pr. King on the Grccl^ Churchj p. 272, 
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Ruffia contains at prefent 1 59 monafteries, 
governed by 58 archimandrites ^nd 99 igoo* 
mens ; and 67 nunneries, fupcrintended by 
abbefles. There are 2677 monks, and 1299 
nuns. The other priefts and ecclefiaftics be- 
longing to the nunneries ^nd cathedrals are 

^537*- 
2, The Ruffian parifh-priefts are called 

papas, or popes ; a word fignifying father, 

and indifcriminately applied in the early ages 

of Chriftianity to all ecclefiaftics without diii- 

tindtion, until it was confined to the bifhop 

of Rome by an edid: of Gregory VII. But 

though this order was obeyed by the members 

of the Latin or Roman Catholic church ; 3ret 

it was not acceded to by thofe of the Greek 

communion 5 and the priefts of that p(?rfua* 

♦ According to a lift of the religious eftabliflunects, 
printed in the Journal of St, Peteriburgh in 1 776, there 
were 460 monafteries, and 20,535 churches* According 
fo Bufchiqg, Ruijia contained 479 cpnvents, and 79 nun*' 
neries^ widiout reckoning feveral fmall monafteries de-r 
pendent upon the larger ones ; in all which were 730© 
monks, and 5300 nuns. Perhaps this was the ftate be* 
fore the fuppreffion of many of diem. I have adopted the 
account by Le Clcrc, becaufe he informs us, " Cet ctat 
i^ exaa vient de rimpcratric? memc." Se^ Hift. Ajv 
^c la Ruff. p. 261, 

doxk 
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lion arc ftill diftinguiflied by the appellation of 
pope. 

The parochial clergy, who may and ought 
to be the moft ufeful members of fociety, are 
generally in Ruflk the very refizfe of the peo- 
jdc. It is literally true, that many of them 
cannot even read*, in their own languagq, 
the Gofpel which they are commiflioned to 
preach j thefe deliver from memory the fer- 
vice, a chapter of the New Teftament, or part 
of a homily, which th^ repeat every Friday 
and Sun&y. Nor is it in the lead fuprifing 
that fome are fo illiterate, when we confider 
the fcanty maintenance which they derive 
from their profcflion. Beiide the fuiplice fees, 
which in the pooreft beaefkes amount to £.^ 
per annum, and in the moft profitable to but 
^. 20 ; they have only a wooden houfe, fcarcely 
fuperior to that of the meaneft among their 
pariihioBers, and a fmall portion of land, 
which they ufualfy cultivate with their own 
hands. While the higheft dignity to which 
they can ever attain, as long as they continue 
married, is that of protopppe of a cathedr^, 

*■ 

* This ihamefiil ignonmce is certaliilj lefi commoQ 
liian (otmerly; as the biihops axe, more cautkms in or« 
daining fuch improper perfons,. 

2 whofe 
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whofe income fearcely e^ceds £. 20 a year. 
As the parifli-pricfts are undoubtedly the 
principal fources from which learning and 
improvement muft be gciltfrally difFufed among 
the lower clafs of people ; if they, who ought 
to inftrud: and enlighten 6tfters, are fo igno- 
rant, how grofs muft be the ignorance of their 
pariflbioners ! In no inftlnce^ perhaps, has the 
emprefs contributed more towards civilizing 
her people, than in inftituting various femina- 
f ies for the children of priefts ; in endeavow- 
ing to promote among the clergy a ^eal for li-^ 
beral fcience; and to roufc thdin from that pro- 
found ignorance in which Aey are plunged ♦. 
The monks are not pertnittai tb marry^ 
tvhile the pariih-priefts are ccMH^efled to take 
a wife as a preliminary to ordination, a^ I 
have remarked on a former trccafion ^f* : if 

♦ An inftance of her majcfty's zeal in this particular 
M under my obfefvation. When I vffited the prtfs of 
the Holy Synod at Mofcow, three volumes of fermons 
were printing in the Ruffian tongue : they were tranfla- 
tions, by the emprefs^s command, from the beft En^tfh, 
French, and German authors, 6( thofe principally which 
Contained a clear difcuifion of the moral duties. They 
were to be diftributed among the parochial clergy, who 
bad orders to read them occafionally in the time of di« 
vifie fervice. 

t See Vol. I. Book III, Chap. II. 

their 
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thdu: wives happen to die, they may enter in^ 
to a convent, and become dignitaries of the 
church. They cannot engage in a fecond 
marriage unlefs they become laymen ; neither 
can they continue parifli*pricfb without the 
cxprefs permiflion of a biihop. The children 
of the fecular clergy are all free ; their fons 
arc ufually brought up for orders, or em- 
ployed in the fervice of the church. 

All the clergy wear long beards, and are 
diflingjiifhed from the laity by fuifering their 
hair to ftreana for a confiderable length over 
their fhoulder^, without being tied or curled. 
Their drefs is a iquare bonnet, and a long 
robe of a black or dark colour, reaching to 
their ankles : the fecular and regular priefts. 
uJfe, in fomc inftances, a different habit ; and 
the dignitaries of the church are diftinguiihed 
by a more coftly fpecies of raiment ^, 

I caiuiot forbear mentioning, that, during 
tht five months we palled at Petcrfburgh, and 
the almofl conftant intercourfe in which we 
were daily engaged with the nobility and 
gentry, I never once faw in company a fingle 
peribn of the facred profefSon, It muil be 

♦ Sec prints of the feveral ccclefiaftical drcfles in ICing^3 

State of tbe Gwk Church in Ruffia, 

allowed, 
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allowed. Indeed, that the parifh-priefts are, 
for the moil part, too low and ignorant to bel 
qualified for admiffion mto graiteel focicties ; 
while the dignitaries, being a feparate order, 
and reftrained by feveral ftrid: regulations, re- 
fide chiefly in 'their palaces within the mo- 
nafteries; and contract an averfion, perhaps 
in unfitnefs, for focial intercourfe. This ge- 
neral charafter of the Ruffian hierarchy does 
by no means comprehend all the individuals ; 
as fome of them, with whom I occafionally 
€onverfed, were men of liberal manners^ and 
enlightened underftandings *: 

III. The third divifion of Ruffian fubjedls 
comprehends that intermediate clafs of men 
between the nobles and peafants, which is thus 
defined by the emprefs, in the i6th chapter 
of her inftrudtions for the new code of laws. 
** Cette clafle d'hommes, dignes que nous^ 
en. faflions mention, et dont Fetat peut (e 
promettre de grands avantages, quand elje 
aura re^u une forme ftable, et qui ait pour 



€€ 
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♦ The dignitaries occafionally dine at the tables of the 
ifobilltjr upon days of great ceremony, as on that of St» 
Alexander Nevfki, "wktn I meit! the archbifhop of Roftof ' 
at prince Volkonlki's. See VoU I. Book III, Chap. 11. 

r 
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** hut reneoiiragemcnt des bonnes moeurs et 
f * Tamour de travail, c'eft Tetat Mitoyen* 

** Cet etat compofe d'hommes librcs n'ap^ 
'^ partient ni a la clafle des nobles, ni a celle 
** des payfans. 

** On doit ranger dans cette clafle tons ceux 
•* qui, fans etre ni gentilhommes ni payians, 
«« 15'occupent des arts, des fciences, de la navi- 
•* gation, du commerce, ou exercent des me- 
f* tiers. 

" On doit y placer encore tous ceux, qui 
*^ .nes de parens roturiers, fortiront des ecoles 
*^ et maifons d'education, religieufes ou autres, 
•* fondees par nous ou par nos predecefleurs. 

** De meme, ks enfans des officiers et ecri- 
*' vains de chancellerie. Mais comme.ce tiers 
'* etat eft fufceptible de different degres de pre- 
^* rogatives, dont nous ne voulons pas traiter 
"en detaU, nous ne ferons que douvririci le 
" champ a un plus ample examen *." 

Although, 

* Inftruftion, &c. pour le Nouveau Code des Loii^ 
p. 107, 

*' This clafe of men, worthy to be mentioned by us, 
^ and from whom Ae Ibite may promife itfelf great ad- 
•<* van^es, when it (hall have received a ft^ble forin> awd 
=*' which lyis for its end the encouragement of good mo- 
** nds and the love of induftry, is the middle of .ftat^. 

« This 
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Aithough, previous to the reign of Peter 
the Gr^t, there had been certain bodies of 
merchants, enjoying peculiar privileges which 
raifed them above the condition of peafants ; 
yet thefe were few^, and their advantages, con- 
lidering the immenfe monopolies which were 
in the hands of the crown, and the oppreffion 
which they neceflarily laboured under from 
the power of the great, extremely precarious, 
Peter, who during his travels into foreign coun- 
tries had perceived the utility and neceflity of 
a third eftate for the purpofes of commerce, 
made many regulations with this view, which, 
though excellent in themfelves, yet not be- 
ing adapted to the ftate of property in Ruffia, 

" This ftate, compofed of freemen, belongs neither to 
" the clafe of nobles nor to that of peafants. 

" All thofe who, being neither gentlemen nor peafants, 
** follow the arts and fciences, navigation, commerce, or 
" exercife trades, are to be ranked in this clafs. 

" In this clafs fhould be placed all thofe who, born of 
." plebeian parents, (hall have been brought up in fchools 
^* or places of education, religious or others, founded by 
/' us, or by our predeceflbrs. 

" Alfo the children of officers, and of the fecretaries to 

*^ the chaficery. But as this third eftate is fufceptible of 

'" different degrees of privileges, which we do not mean 

" to detail in this place, we fliall only here open the way 

" for a more ample examination/' 

did 
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did not in general anfwer the\nd propofed.i 
Among the moft beneficial of thefc regula-» 
tions muft be mentioned^ that he endowed 
fbme free towns with certain privileges, which 
verc afterwards augmented by Elizabeth. But 
thefe privileges were confined to Peterfburgh, 
Mofcow> Aflracan, Tver, and a few other 
great provincial towns ; and all the inhabi-* 
tants> even merchants not excepted, were^ in 
fbme cafes, upon the fame footing with the 
peafants, particularly in two inftances, which 
are confidered in this country as indelible 
marks of fervitude : they were fubjed: to the 
poll-tax, and to be draughted for the arniy 
and navy. Her prefent majefty has exempted 
the body of merchants from thefe two odious 
Inftances of fervitude ; has greatly increafed 
the number and immunities of the free towns; 
and has permitted many of the crown-pea- 
iants, and every free man, to enrol himfelf, 
under ftipulated conditions, into the clafs of 
merchants or burghers, who form the third 
order of inhabitants now under confideration. 

The merchants are diftributed into three 
clafles. The firft comprehends thofe who, 
have a capital of ^. 2000 ; the fecond thofe 
who pofTefs jT. 1 000 ; and the third thofe who 
are worth £. 100. By the 47th article of the 

celebrated 
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celebrated manifefto of Graces, as it is called, 
which the cmprefs conferred upon her fubjedts 
at the conclufion of the Turkifh war in 1775^ 
all perfons who chufe to enter themfelves in 
any of thefe clafles are exempted from the 
poll-tax, upon condition of paying annually 
one per cent, of their capital employed in trade 
to the crown ** The extent of their capitals, 
however, is not tigoroufly inquired into, for 
it entirely depends upon the merchants to 
name the oftenfible fum which they are fup-*- 
pofed to be worth 3 as a perfon pofleffing above 



* A literal trariflation of this remarkable article is here 
fubjoined; " The inhabitants of towns who do not pofIe6 
^* a capital of 500 roubles,;^. 100, and merchants declared 
** infolvent, fliall be excluded from the body of merchants, 
" and fliall be clafled am6ng the blirghfers. On the con- 
*^ trary, all burghcrsj who by their induftry have acquired 
5* the fum of 500 roubles, fliall be admitted into the body 
/' of merchants. This body fliall remain divided as before 
^^into threfe clafles, in profiortion to their capital j they 
** fliall pay an annual afleflment of one per cent, of their 
** capital, which they declare is employed in trade, in con- 
^* fideration whereof they are exempted from the poll-tax* 
*'The burghers continue upon the fame footing as be- 
" fore," 

Alfd, in the 46th artick, "We permit all perfons'^ 
" franchifed by their lords^ to chufe the free towns in Mdiich 
*^ they vdfli to refide, and to enrol themfelves either among 
** the merchants or burghers of that town,'* &c. 

. Vol. IIL ' M ^.zooo 
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£. 2000 may enrol liimfelf in dny of the in- 
ferior claflcs, or even in that of the burghers, 
if ^ chufcs to pay the poll-tax rather than 
one per cent, of his capital, and be entitled to 
no more privileges than they enjoy. 

This alteration in the mode of afleffing mer- 
chants is produdive of great advantages both 
to the crov^il and to the fubjedts ; the former 
recfiycs, and the latter cheerfully pay, one per 
cent, of their capital, as vvell becaufe they are 
by that means exempted from the poll-tax, as 
becaufe they are alfd entitled to additional im- 
munities. It is alfo a juft impoft, as each 
merchant pays according to hi« fortune : if 
his profits increafe, his affeflment increases ; if 
they diminifh, his contribution proportionably 
diminifhes. With refpd<Sl to . the general in- 
terefts of the nation, it muft be confidered as 
a mafter-piece of judgment and found policy. 
It excites induftry, by holding up to the 
people a principal of honour, as well as of in- 
tereft, to be derived from the augmentation of 
their capital ; and it affords an additional fe- 
c\xrity from arbitrary impolitions, by pledg- 
ing the good faith of government in the 
prote(^on of their property* It is likewife 
produiftive of another very eflential pub- 
lic ben^t, by creating, as it vrere, a third 

eftatej 
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^ftate * } which, as it increafes in wealth, in 
credit, and in importance, mull by degrees 
acquire additional privileges, and gradually 
rife into confequence and independence. 

The burghers form the fecond divilion of 
this order : the term burghers is applied to 
all inhabitants of fr^ towns, without any re- 
ference . (o their peculiar trade, who declare 
that they poflefs a capital lefs than ^. ipo ; 
or who, having that fum, do not chufe to 
aflume the more honourable name of mer- 
chants* They poflefs many privileges fuperior 
to the peafants ; biit are diftinguifhed from the 



* Montefquieu obferves^ that there is no third ejiutt in 
Ruffia, and that the natives are either nobles or flaves ; an 
«fiertion vrtiich is contradifted by Monf. Le Clerc, who 
fliows that there is undoubtedly, and always has^ been, in 
RufCa, a certain defcription of perfons neither nobles noy 
flaves. Hlft. Mod. p. 223. But Montefquieu has certainj/ 
cxpreffed himfelf correftly upon. an extenfive view of thfe 
Tubjeft^ as Le Clerc is right in the detail. For though 
Acre were fome fubje£b neither nobjcs nor flaves, yet ^s 
their number was extremely limited, and as, when Mon* 
tefquieu wrote, th^y- did not enjoy thofe privileges which 
Aey now poflefs, they could not be faid to conftitute a 
third ^ate^ according to the fenfe of that term in other 
Europea^n countries. 

The definition of this intermediate order qf oien by the 
cmprefs, fo late as 1767, fuf&(;xently proves that it had no^ 
tmi forme ^abie% 

M z merchants; 
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merchants by being ftill fubjeft to the poll- 
tax, and to enrolment in the army or navy. 

Under this third order muft be included all 
the other free fubjeds of the empire ^ namely, 
thofe flavj^ who have received their liberty 
from thdir mafters : thofe who have obtained 
their difmiflion from the army and navyj; the 
.members of the Academy of Arts, and of other 
fimilar inftitutions ; orphans from the Founds 
ling-hofpital ; and, laftly, the children of all 
thefe freemen. All thefe perfons have per- 
miffion to fettle and carry on trade or com- 
merce in any part of the empire ; may enrol 
themfelves among the burghers of any free 
town ; and, if they have a fiifficient capital, 
are admitted into the order of merchants. By- 
all thefe wife regulations, the number of per- 
fons above flaves will gradually increafe; and 
muft in time form a very conliderable order 
of men, as foon as they fhall acquire the right 
of pofTeffing land. 

It is a circumftance not unworthy of re- 
mark, that the Ruffian merchants and tradef- 
men feldom keep any book of accounts, as 
few of them can either read or write, and are 
unacquainted with the knowledge of figures. 
Their manner of reckoning is by a kind of 
machine, with feveral rows of wires, upon 
6 which 
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which beads are fining. The beads upon the 
firft row ftand for units, thoie upon 'the fe- 
cond for ten«, upon the third for hundreds, 
on the fourth for thoufands, and in a fimilar 
progreffion. By means of this machine they 
fubtradt, multiply, and divide with great ex- 
aftnejfe. An exception, aoiong a few others, 
to this general obfervation, fhould be men- 
tioned. The moft honefl: and intelligent per- 
fons of this order are the inhabitants of Arch- 
angel and its environs : they are moftly able 
to write, read, and caft accounts ; and many 
of them are much employed at Peterfburgh by 
the members of the Britifli faftory to fuper- 
intend their warehoufes ; and they have ^ the 
general character of faithful and induftrious 
fervants. It may, perhaps, be difficult to ac- 
count for the peculiar circumftances , which 
may have concurred to render the inhabitants 
of the towa and environs of Archangel more 
intelligent than the other Ruffians, unlefs the 
following caufe fhould be thought fufficient. 
Archangel, from the time pf its firfl difcovery 
by the Englifh in 1554, was, during a con- 
liderable period, the great emporium of Ruffia^ 
many of the inhabitants, therefore, being con- . 
nedted with foreign merchants, who required 
great exa<ftnefs in all their dealings, were gra- 

M 3 dually 
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dually trained to bufinefs. By a kind erf lo-» 
cal cnthufiafin and traditional inftru(9ion| they 
have continued to diftinguiih themfelves among 
their ignorant and Icfs honcft countr)rmen, by 
applying themfelves to underftand the com-^ 
mon rudiments of arithmetic, and by a dili- 
gent and regular difcharge of their truft, 

IV, The fourth order of fubjed:s copipre- 
hends the peafants. 

The peafants of Rufiia. excepting thofe of 
Finland and Carelia, the Ukraine, and a few 
others *, are aU ferfs, or flaves. They may be 

divided 

* I am not able to afcortain die number and prmleges 
of thofe peafants who arc free« Monf. Le Clerc thus eim* 
merates them ; 

I. ^^ II y a une clafle de fujets nature!, qiu ne {ont ni 
^ nobles ni ferfs ; on les appelle odnovortji. Ce font des, 
** pa)rfans Kbres, qui pofledent dcs terres en propre, qui 
^^ les culdvent ^ux-memes, ou les font cultiver par les 
« autres.'' 

Byfchingfays of thefe people: ^^ Tht odnovort/?* (which 
appellatron fignifies a perfon who pofleffes only one houfe) 
'** are a kind cf intermediate fubjefls** (for they can hardly 
be called peafants) ^^ between ^e nobles and flaves. They 
** are independent of the nobility, a,nd have themfelves np 
*' dependents : but feveral have, by little and little^ pur-* 
** chafed peafants, not in their own name, but urider thofe 
** of feme nobles. In the reign of Anne, a great number 
^' pf tljwefe perfons w6re tranfplanted towards the bounda- 

*' ries 
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divided into, j.Pcaiantso£thc'crown. 2. I^cai» 
/giHs bdongiag to individiiais. 

I . The fornier inhabit the imperial de« 
mcfaes ; ami ptobably comprehend, including 
thofe belonging to the church lands, which 
are now annexed to the crown, about the fixth 
part of the Ruffian pea^nts. They are im- 

^^ ries of the Ukraine and Sakamfki, and fupplied a national 
" militia for the defence of the limits. Some dwelLupon 
** the banks of the Occa, in the government of Mdfcow ; 
** but the greateft part are fettled in the governments of 
« Bielgorod and Voronetz." Buf.Erd. Bef. VqI I. P. L 

P- 635- 

2. Le Clerc adds, " II eft encore d'autres payfans qui 

" ne fourniflent point i Pentretien de la Lande Milice, ou 

** des troupes qui gardent les frontieres, et qui payent a la 

^^ Couronnei pour redevances annuelles et par tet«, deux 

♦* roubles foixaiite dix copecs. lis font au nombre de 

" 24,991. Outre ceux-ci, il y en a 532,948, egalement 

*^ libres, qui payient uiie redevance d'un rouble foixante 

**dix copccSi, et qui fourniflent a l*entretien des troupes," 

. {lift. Mod. de Ruffle, p. 223* 

In anodier place he (ays, ^" Les payfans qui habitent aux 
'* environs d'Arkangel, ont des terres en propre, qu'ils 
** peuvent hypothequer, vendre et leguer," P. 222. 

The yamihicks, ©r perfons who furnifli poft-horfes, may 
be reckoned among the freer kind of peafants, as they are 
exempted from the poll-tax, and from being enlifted. SejS 
Vol. I. of this work, Book III. Chap. I. 

To thefe may be added the peafants of the provinces 
conquered from Sweden, Ingria excepted i and the Coflac 
pea&nts of the Ukraine and' Siberia. 

! M 4 mediately 
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mediately under the jurifdiition of the im-^ 
perial officers or bailijfFs. Although liable to 
great exadtions, by the tenure of their fubjec- 
tion, from thefe petty tyrants, yet they are 
much more fecure of their property ; and be- 
ing under the protection of the fovereign, any 
flagrant inftances of oppreffion ar^ more eafily 
made known and redrefled. Many of thefe 
vaflkls, in particular diflridts, have been fran- 
chifed, and permitted to enrol themfelves 
among the merchants and burghers : the whole 
body will gradually receive more and more pri- 
vileges, as the fpirit of humanity and policy 
penetrates further into thefe regions ; and a§ 
the emprefg can venture to realize the generous 
iyflemof difFufing a more equal freedom among 
the fubjeds of her vafl empire, 

2. Peafants belonging to individuals are the 
private property of the landholders, as much 
as implements of agriculture, or herds of cat- 
tle ; and the value of an eftate is eftimated^ 
as in . Poland, by the number of boors, and 
not by the number of acres. No regula- 
tions have^ perhaps, tended more to rivet the 
ihackles of flavery in this empire, than the 
two laws of Peter the Great ; one which ren- 
ders the landholder accountable to the crown 
for the poll-tax of his vaflals 5 and the othe? 

which 
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which obliges him to furnifh a certain num- 
ber of recruits : for by thefe means he be-. 
comes extremely interefted, that none of his 
peafants migrate without permiffion from the 
place of their nativity. Thefe circumftances 
occafion a ftriking difference in the fate of 
the Ruffian and Polifh peafants, even in fa- 
vour of the latter, who in other refpedts are 
more wretched. If the Polifh boor is op- 
preffed, and he efcapes to another mafler, the 
latter is liable to no pecuniary penalty for 
harbouring him ; but in Ruffia the perfon who 
receives another's vafTal is fubjeft to an heavy 
fine. With refpeft to his own demands upon 
his peafants, the lord is reflrained by no law, 
either in the exaftion of any fum, or in the 
mode of employing them. He is abfolute 
mailer of their time and labour : fome he em- 
ploys in agriculture ; a few he makes his me- 
nial fervants, and perhaps without wages ; and 
from others he exadls an annual payment *. 

Each 

♦ The emprefs thus expreflTes herfelf on this head : 
** II n'y a guere de village, qui ne paye fes redevances 
** en argent. Les poffefleurs, qui ne voyent jamais ou que 
" tres rarement leurs villages, impofent chaque tete a un 
*' a deux et jufqu'a cinq roubles, fans s'embaraflcr com- 
^' ment le payfan s'y prendra pour gagner c©t argent. 

«I1 
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Each vafTal, therefore, is rated according to 
the arbitrary will of his mailer. Scwne con-^ 
tribute four or five fhillings a year y others, 
who are engaged in traffic or trade, are af- 
fcflcd in proportion to their fuppbfed profits. 
Several inftances of thefe exactions fell under 
my obfervation : a mafon, who was rated £1.6. 
per annum; a fmith jT. 1 2 , ; and others as high 
as jC- 20. With regard to any capital whi5h 
they may have acquired by their induftiy, 
it may be fei^ed, and there can be no redrefs j 
as, according to the old feudal law, which ftiU 
exifts, a flave cannot inftitutc a procefs againft 
Jus matter. Hence it occafionally happens, 
that feveral peafants, who have gained a large 
capital, cannot purchafe their liberty for any 
fum; becaufe they are fubjeft, as long a* 

** D feroit tres neceflaire de prefcrire ainc poflefleurs dcs 
^ Loix (}ui les obligent a agtr avec plus 4^ circonfpe(^OA 
^ dans la manierfi iont ils fe font payer leurs droits, et i 
** exiger du pay fan des redevances qui foient de nature a 
** Teloigner le moins qu'il fera poiEbIc de fa maifon et de 
^' fa famille. Par ce moyen Ton mettra ragriculture en 
♦* vigueur, et la population augmentera dans rempirc*** In- 
^ ftruftion, &c. p, 79, 

This cuftom of obliging the peafants to pay an annual 
iiim iii money, without their having always fufficient re-* 
iburces to procure that fum, frequently drives the neoc^ 
i^ous to the moft defperate modes oi acquiring tt« 

they 
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they continue IJave?, to be pUlageci by tbw 
mailers; 

The modt adQpte4 by many landbplders 
with their peafants, reminds me of that for-n 
merly pradifed by the Romany in regard to 
their flaves. Atticus, we are told> caufed a 
numerous body of flaves to be inftruded in the 
art of copying manuftripts, which he fold at 
a very high price, and raifed by that means ^ 
cpnfiderable fortune. Upon fimilar principle^ 
fome of the Ruffian nobility fend their vaflal^ 
to Mofcow or Peterfburgh for the purpofe of 
learning various handicrajft trader : they either 
employ them on their ovw eftatesj let thena 
out for hire ; fell them ^t an advanced, price ; 
or receivq from then> an annual compenfation 
for the permiffion of exercifing trade for their 
own advantage. 

In regard to the lord^s authority oyer their 
perfons, according tQ the ancient laws, he 
might try them in his own courts of juftice, 
or punifh them without any procefs ; he could 
infli(3: every fpecies of penalty excepting the 
knoot, order them to be whipped, or confined 
in dungeons ; he might fend them to houfes^ 
of correftion, or banifh them into Siberia? 
or, in Ihort, take cognizance of every mifde-p. 
meanor which was not a public offence. H^ 

had. 
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had, iodeed, no power over their lives ; for, 
if a flave was beat by order of his mafter, and 
died within the fpace of three days, the latter 
was guilty of murder, unlefs other reafons 
could be affigncd for his demife. But was not 
this almoft a nwckery of juftice? for furely 
a man might be terribly chaftifed without fuf- 
fering death within fbree days 5 and if a vaiTal 
died within that fpace, and his mafter was a 
man of confequence, who was to bring hin:! 
to juftice * ? By the new regulations, this 
enormous power of the lords is reduced by re- 
ftricSions more confonant to the humane prin- 
ciples which diftinguifti all the regulations of 
the prefent empreis ; and the right of inflict- 
ing puniftiment is lodged, where it ever ought 

*tHow often muft fuch tyrannies efcape the cognizance 
of the court, and remain unpunifhed ! Sometimes, indeed, 
a noble is brought to juftice.. One inftance, though related 
in a former publication, I beg leave to introduce ia this 
place- 

" In the prifon of Mofcpjy there is agendemaii confined, 
** and he alone is denied the privilege of €ver coming from 
*' his cell 5 a punifhment which is by no means adequate 
'' to his crime ; namely, that of ordering feveral of his pea- 
'^ fants to be whipped in fo cruel a manner, that they died. 
" This circumftance will {how the power which the lords 
^^ have over' their peafants ; and will at the fame time prove, 
^' that fuch crimes, when difcovered, do not always remain 
^ unpunifhed." Account of Prifons, &c. p. i%. 

tQ 



to be, in the hands of -the public magiftrate* 
Abufes, however, ftill fuhfiii ; but muft, in 
time, yield to the kifluenceof fuch ialutary 
inftitutions, 

I am far from aflerting, that inhumanity k 
the general charafteriftic of the Rtiflian nobi^ 
lity ; or that there are not many perfons who 
treat their vaflals with the utmoft benevolence 
andjuftic6, I aiii alfo well' aware, that federal 
peafants are in fuch a flourifhing condition as 
to have formed very confiderable capitals with- 
out dread of exad:ion , and that fomc even 
polTefs landed eftates under then: mafters names. 
But if we cbnfider the unhappy pleafure which 
too matiy feel in tyrannizing over their infe- 
riors ; we have every reafon to conclude, that 
the generality of boors muft ftill be cruelly 
opprefTed. It has been ably obferved, by a 
very judicious writer, that " as much as fub- 
jedtion to a petty prince, whofe dominions 
extend not beyond a fingle city, is more 
grievous than obedience to a great monarch, 
** io much is domeftic flavery more cruel and 
*^ oppreflive than any civil fubjedtion what- 
** foever," The fame author alfo adds the fol- 
lowing remark, which will equally apply in 
the prefent cafe : ** Nor can a more probable. 
** reafon be imagined for the fbvere, I might 

^*fay 






•* % bar batow, manners of aricient time^^ 
•' thaft the prafticc of domeftic flavery j by 
'» whkh every maft of rank was rendered a 
•* petty tyrant, and educated amongft the flat- 
** tery, fubmiflk>n> and low dcbafement of his 
•* flavee */' How then can a country be faid 
to be civilked> in which domeftic flavery ftill 
cxifts ? 

The vaiSals who tvdrk for their tnafters, 
generally receiving their maintenance^ or be- 
ing acccmimodated with a fmall portion of 
land for their own ufe, always enjoy in fuffi*^ 
cient abundance the common neceflaries of 
Kfe, which are fo few as to be eafily obtained ; 
and ufttally fpend aiiy little money they are 
able to acquire in 61othes or fpirituous li- 
quors. Thofe who, m contradiction to this 
general rule, ikve the profits which they may 
have earned by their labour, or by their trade, 
conceal as much as poflible any acquifition of 
fortune ; they feldom change their mode of 
living, and frequently bury their money in 
the grounds This cuftom is one reafon^ among 
fevcral others, of the fcarcity of filver cur- 
rency ; that being the fpecie . which is chiefly 
tmaflcd. The pra<Sice of hiding money is 

♦ Hume's Effitys^ Vdl% I. p. 40li 

common 



common in all countries of the Eaft, where ' 
property is not well fecured ; and where the 
people' are in fuch a ftate of flavery, that, 
through dread of repeated exaftions, they can- 
not even venture to ufe the riches which they 
have acquired : neverthelefs, they are remark- 
ably greedy of gain ; and perhaps there are no 
tradefmen who demand fo much for their 
goods, and will take fo little, as the Ruffians i 
— a fureproof of continual oppreilions. 

The peafants are not to be pitied for the 
want of any little indulgences, which arc 
efteemed in other nations the common necef- 1 
faries of life; ufe reconciles them to fuch 
deficiencies : but they deferve compaffion for 
their fubje<flion to their mailers • . The former 
only makes them hardy, patient, and cafily 
contented ; but the latter renders them hum- 
ble, cringing, obftinate, carelefs, and in a man- 
ner infenfiblc, 

A peafant may obtain his liberty, i. by 

manumiffion, which, upon the death of the 

matter, is frequently granted to thofe who 

have ferved in the capacity of his immediate 

domeftics ; 2 . by purchafe ; 3 . by ferving in 

the army or navy ; for a peafant is free from 

the moment of his enrolment, and continues 

fo whenever he obtains his difcharge : and in 

all thele cafes the emprefs has facilitated the 

means 

9 
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means of obtaining freedom^ by waving ievc^ 
ral rights of the crown, which, in fome mea-» 
fure, obftrudted this acquifition of liberty^ 
Although her majefty cannot alter the funda- 
mental ftate of property^ by conferring upon 
the pealants, as individuals^ any material pri- 
vileges which might infringe thofe of the 
nobles i yet fhe has not negledted- their in-^ 
terefts, but has iflued feveral laws in their 
favour, which have given them fome allevia-* 
tion. By allowing them to fettle in any part 
of her dominions, and to enr6l themfelves 
among the burghers or merchants, according 
to their refpeftive capitals, fhe has given a 
ftability to their freedom; and afforded the 
flrongefl incitements for the exertions of iri^ 
duflry. She has repealed thofe oppreffive laws^ 
which forbad, in certain diflridts, all peafartts 
to marry without the confent of the governor 
of the province, or the vayvode of the town, 
who ufually exadted a prefent from the par- 
ties. The emprefs, by abolifhing this tax 
upon the rights of humanity, has wifely re- 
moved, as far as lay in her power, every ob- 
flacle to marriage *• 

I waa 

♦ See 17th article of the Manlfefto at the conclufion of 
the peace with the Grand Signer : 

'^ In certain diftridts of our empire it has been hitherto 

" neceflary 
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I was much furprifed to find, upon en- 
quiry, that no noble in Ruflia had franchifed 
his vaffals in the fame manner as I before men- 
tioned to have been pradtiled in Poland ; but 
I may venture to predid:, that the time is not 
far diftant ; although an almoft general pre- 
judice feems at prefent to prevail with refpedt 
to the incapacity of the peafants for receivifig 
their liberty. And this perhaps may be true' 
in the literal fenfe ; as many of them, unlefs 
properly inftruded, would fcarcely be enabled 
to derive a folid advantage from, their freedom, 
which might be confidered by fome as an ex- 
emption from labour, and a permiffion for li- 
centioufnefs. 

A century ago, perhaps no one in Ruflia 
would have ventured to debate the queflion. 
Whether the peafants ought to be free ? But 
the fcience and learning, which are now dawn- 
ing upon thefe regions, have already introduced 
fuch a fpirit of enquiry, that fimilar fubje<Sts 

^* neceflary to obtain a permii&on to marry from the go- 
*' vernors of provinces, or the vayvodes of towns 5 and 
** this permiffion was ufually purchafed by money of cattle* 
« We abolifli this cuftom j and from this time every per- 
'^ fon fhall be free to marry without obtaining fimilar pcf- 
" miffions.'* 

Vol. III. N arc 
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in not unfrcquently difcuflcd in public. A 
remarkable inftancc, which juftifies the truth 
of this obfervation, lately occurred : in con- 
iequence of a prefent of a thoufand ducats, 
fent, in 1766, by an anonymous pcrfon to 
the Oeconomical Society at St. Peterfburgh, 
and at the defire of the faid perfon, the So- 
ciety offered a premium of 50 ducats, and 
a gold medal, value 25 ducats, to the au- 
thor of the beft dificrtation on the following 
queftion : /* Is it mqft advantageous to the 
** ftate, that the pealant fliould poflcfs land, 
*' or only perfonal effefts ; and to what point 
** fliould that property be extended for the 
** good pf the public ?'' One hundred and 
lixty-four diflertations were accordingly deli- 
vered by the time appointed : and the prize 
was given to a Mr. Bearde, doftor in canon 
and civil law at Aix-la-Chapellc, for a French 
cflay upon this intercfting fubjedJ: in fiivour of 
thepeafants. 

This treatife afforded me great fatisfadlion 
in the perulal ; becaufe the author, while he 
dcmonflrates the advantages, of landed pro- 
perty to the pea&nt, does not conceal the dif- 
ficulties which mufl necefJarily occur in re- 
alizing an objea of fuch confequence. He is 
9 not 
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not one of thofe fpeculative theorifts, who are 
for haftily changing the fundamental laws of 
a kingdom; but recommends the legiflature 
to confer upon the peafants a gradual fuccef- 
fion of privileges, and to follow the flow, but 
fure method of inftrudtion and improvement. 
This and feveral other efl!ays upon the fame 
fubjeft have been printed at Peterfl^urgh ; and 
will certainly tend to excite a candid fpirit of 
enquiry, and to diifufe fuch principles of be- 
nevolence,' as cannot feil of being in time pro- 
dudlive of fome good eiFefts. The following 
judicious refledtion of Catharine II. perhaps 
comprehends in a few words the fum of the 
beft arguments which may be advanced on 
this fubjed: : ** L'agriculture ne pourra jamais 
** profperer la ou Tagriculteur ne poflede ricn 
** en propre *." 

From this general review of the various in- 
habitants in Ruflia, it may be perceived, that 
though they are proceeding towards civili- 
zation, they are ftill far removed from that 
ftate ; that a general improvement cannot 
take place while the greatefl part continue 
in abfolute vaflalage; nor can any effeftual 

♦ " Agriculture can never flourifh in diat nation where 
^ Ae hufbandman pofleiles no property/' Inftru£tion$, Sec. 
pour Ic Nottveau Code dc Loix, p. 83. 

N z change 



t I ' 

180 TRAVELS INTd RUSSIA. B. 5* 

change be introduced in the national manners, 
until the people enjoy a full fecurity in their 
perfons and property : for what ihould en- 
tourage them to fucceed in any art> when 
they do not themfelves reap the benefits of 
their labour, but are taxed in proportion to 
their profits and induftry ? 
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CHAP. VI. 

Academy of Sciences.— Its origin and injiitution. 
^^T^ranJaStions . "^ Members . — Library. — 
Mufeum. — Fojif bones of elephants and other 
animals found in Siberia.— iViz//w copper 
and iron. — Golden ornaments from feveral 
ancient fepulchres.-^'^\x^\dSi coins .^— Waxen 
figure of Vtttv the Great. — Celejiial globe of 
GotXov^.'^ Academy of Arts, — Society for 
the Promotion of Agriculture. — Corps de 
cadets. — Couvent des demoifelles nobles. 

THE Imperial Academy of Sciences owes 
its inftitution to Peter the Great, That 
great monarch having, during his travels, ob- 
served the advantage of public focieties for the 
encouragement and promotion of literature, 
formed the deiign of founding an Academy of 
Sciences at St. Peterfburgh. By the advice of 
Wolf and Leibnitz, whom he confulted on 
this occafion, the Society was regulated, and 
feveral learned foreigners were invited to be- 
come members. Peter himfelf drew the plan, 
and figned it on the loth of February 1724 ; 
but was prevented, by the fuddennefs of his 

N 3 death. 
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death, from carrying it into execution. His 
deceafe, however, did not prevent its com- 
pletion; for, on the 21ft of December 1725, 
Catharine I. eftablifhed it according to Peter's 
plan ; and on the 27th of the fame month 
the Society was firft affembled. On the ift 
of Auguft 1726 Catharine honoured the meet- 
ing with her prefence, when profeflbr Bul- 
finger, a German naturalift of great eminence, 
pronounced an oration upon the advances made 
by the loadftone and needle for the difcovery 
of the longitude*. 

The emprefs fettled a fund of j^. 4982 f 
per annum for the fupport of the Academy ; 
and fifteen members, all eminent for their 
learning and talents, were admitted and pen- 
fioned, under the title of ProfeiTors in the va- 
rious branches of literature and fcience. The 
moft diftinguilhed of thefe Profeflbrs were 
Nicholas and Daniel Bernoulli, the two Dc 
Lifles, Bulfinger, and Wolf. 

During the fhort reign of Peter II. the fa- 
laries of the members were difcontinued, and 

* See Nachricht von der Kays : Acad. &c. in Schmidt 
Beyfrage, p. 35 j alfo Jour. Pet, for June 1779, p. 383. 

t " Smnmam a Petro Magno conftitutam viginti-qua- 
« tuor miUium nongentorum tt duodecim rubdlonum.'* 
Nov. Cx)m. I. p, ^^ 

the 
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the* Academy was utterly neglefted by the 
court; but it was again patronized by the 
emprefs Anne, who even added a* feminary for 
the education of youth, under the Tuperin- 
tendence of the profeflbrs. Both inftitutions 
flourifhed for fome time under the diredtion 
of baron Korf ; but upon his death, towards 
the latter end of Anne's reign, an ignorant 
perfon being appointed prefident, many of the 
moft able members quitted Ruffia. At the 
accefiion of Elizabeth, new life and vigour 
were again reftored to the Academy : the ori- 
ginal plan was enlarged and improved ; fomc 
of the moft learned foreigners were again 
drawn to Peterfburgh ; and, what was confi- 
dered as a good omen for the literature of Ruf- 
iia, two natives, Lomonofof and Rumovlky, 
men of genius and abilities, who had profe- 
cuted their ftudies in foreign univerfities, were 
enrolled among itp members. The annual in- 
come was increafed to £. 10,659 *, and foon 
afterwards the new inftitution took place. 

The prefent emprefs, with her ufual zeal 
for promoting the diffufion of knowledge, has 



♦ " ClemcntiiSme jubemus adjici ofto ct viginti milUa 
" rubellones trecentos et o6laginta fex." Nov, Com. I. 
p. &• 

N 4 taken 
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taken this ufeful Society under her more im- 
mediate prote(Stion. She has altered the court 
of diredors greatly to the advantage of the 
whole body ; fhe has correded many abufes ; 
.and has infufed a new fpirit into their re- 
fearches. By her majefly's particular recom- 
mendation, the moft ingenious profeflbrs have 
vifited the various provinces of her vaft do- 
minions ; and as the fund of the Academy was 
not fufficient to fupply the whole expence of 
thefe feveral expeditions, the emprefs beftowed 
a largefs * of ^. 2000, which fhe has renew- 
ed as occaiion has required. 

The purpofe and intent of thefe travels will 
appear from the inftrudions given by the 
Academy to the feveral perfons wh6 were en- 
gaged in them. They were ordered to pur- 
fue their epquiries upon the different forts pf 
earths and waters ; upon the befl methods of 
cultivating the barren and defert fpots ; upon 
the local diforders incident to men and ani- 
mals, and the mofl efficacious means of re- 
lieving them ; upon the breeding of cattle, and 
particularly of fheep ; on the rearing of bees 
and filk-worms ; on the different places and 
objeds for fifhing and hunting ; on minerals ^ 

♦ Bjich. Ruff. Bibl, vol. i. p. 50, 

on 
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on the arts and trades ; and on foxming a Flora 
Ruffica, or colledtion of indigenous plants : 
they were particularly inftruded to reftify the 
longitude and latitude of the principal towns ; 
to make aftronomical, geographical, and nie- 
teorological obiibrvations ; to trace the courfe 
of the rivers ; to take the moft exadt charts ; 
and to be very diflindt and accurate in re- 
marking and defcribing the manners and cuf- 
toms of the different people, their dreffes, 
languages, antiquities, traditions, hiftory, re- 
ligion 5 and, in a word, to gain every infor- 
mation which might tend to illuftrate the 
real ftate of the whole Ruffian empire. 

In confequence of thefe expeditions, per- 
haps no country can boaft, within the ipace of 
fo few years, fuch a number of excellent pub- 
lications on its internal ftate ; on its natural-, 
productions ; on its topography, geography, 
and hiftory ; on the manners, cuftoms, and 
languages of the different people, as have iffued 
from the prefs of the Academy of Sciences ; 
fo that we may fairly affent to the truth of 
the remark mjide by an anonymous author 
upon this fubjed: : ** Tons ces differens objets 
** ont ^te fuperieurement remplis par nos il- , 
** luftres favans, & Ton n'a pas eu tort d'avan- 
'* cer que jamais Thiftoire naturelle n'a ob- 

*^ tenu 
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** tenu tout d'un coup un pareil accroifle- 
•* ment de richeflcs, fruits ineftimable$ du 
•* labeur de ces hommcs vraiment utiles ; & 
** leurs relations font devenues un monument 
** ^ jamais durable de leur zcle> de leurs rarea 
*• talens, ct de leur infatigable adtivite */* 

The moft remarkable of thefe diftinguifhed 
travellers are Pallas, Gmclin, Guldenfbcdt "f^. 
Gcorgi, and Lepekin. 

The firft tranfadtions of this Society were 
publiftied in 1728, and in titled, Commentarii 
Academa Sctentiarum Imperialis Petropolitana^ 
ad An. 1726, with a dedication to Peter II, 
The publication was continued under this 
form until the year 1747, when its tranfac- 
tions were called Novi % Commentarii Aca-^ 

demice, 

• " All thefe different objeSs have been accompliflied 
** in the beft manner by our illuftrious philofophers ; and 
** it may be advanced with truth, that natural hiftory n^y^r^ 
** in fo fliort a time, acquired an equal increafe of riches, 
** ineftimable fruit§of the labour (rfthofe tndy ufeful men; 
'* and their accounts have become an everlafting monu- 
** ment of their zeal, of their rare talents, and indefatigable 
** aftivity/* Hift. des Decouv. par divers favans Voy- 
agcurs, iic. IntroduSicm. 

t The reader will find an account of Pallas, Gmelia, 
and Guldenftaedt in the next chapter. 

X " Hunc autem ct fequentes tomos Novorum Com- 
I* mentariorum nomine ideo venire, quia Acadcmia nunc 

*' novis 
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demMj &c. In 1777 the Academy again 
changed the title into ASla Academt(B Scien^ 
tiarum Imperialis Petropolitance, and likewifc 
made fome alteration in the arrangement and 
plan of the work. The papers, which had 
been hitherto publifhed in the Latin tongue, 
are now written either in that language or 
French ; and a preface is added, jflyled Par^ 
tie Htjioriquey which contains an account of its 
proceedings, meetings, admiffion of new mem- 
bers, and other remarkable occurrences *. Of 
the Commentaries, fourteen volumes were pub- 
lifhed; the firft of the New Commentaries 
made its appearance in 1750, and the twen- 
tieth in I776, Under the new title of ABa 
Academiay feven volumes have been given to 
the public ; and two are to be printed every 
year. Thefe tranfadtions abound with inge- 
nious and elaborate difquifitions upon various 
parts of fcience andnatural hiflory, and which 
reflect the greateft honour upon their authors ; 
and it may not be an exaggeration to affert, 

** novis legibus inftf ufla eft j et clafles hie ^iter, ac in 
•* praecedentibus tomis fieri folebat, difpofitae inveniiintur,'* 
Nov. Com. Vol. L p. 4.— *In this fame volume die fta- 
tutes for the regulation of the Society, under its new infti- 
tutions, are inferted, p. 9 — 33. 
* AftaPet. foriyjj, P.I. 

that 
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that no fociety ia Europe has more diftin-. 
guifhed itfelf for the excellence of its publi-* 
cations, and particularly in the ipore abftrufq 
parts of the pure and. mixed mathematics. 

The Academy is ftill compofed, as at firft^ 
of fifteen profeflbrsjj befide the preiident and 
diredor, Each of thefe prof^flbrs has a houfe 
^nd an annuai ftipend from >C*?o^ ^ >C*6oo, 
Befide the profeflTors, there are fq^r adjunds, 
who are penfioned, and who are prefent at 
the fittings of the Society, and fucgeed to th? 
firH vacancies. 

When I was at P^teriburgh this Academy 
was compofed of the following members : Pre-» 
fidcnt *, Count Cyril Gregorievitch Razomofr 
iki. Director, Sergius Domafhnef. i , Leon- 
hard Euler-f, profeflbr of mathematics, ad- 
mitted 1727. 2. Gerhard Frederick Mul^ 
ler J, hiftoriographer, and keeper of the ar- 
chives at Mofcow, 173 1. 3. Jacob Staehlin, 

* The diredllon of the Academy is now configncd to 
the princefs Daihkof. That learned princefs has propofbd 
the foundation of a fociety fimilar to the Academie Fran^ 
foife : it is to confift of fixty members. The plan has been 
approved by the emprefs, who has already given a fund for 
its fupport and eftablifhment. 

t This great philofopher died of an apoplexy on the i8th 
of September 1783. 

% Muller died in the lattfr end of 1 783, 

1736- 
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1736. 4. Francis ^Epinus, 1757. 5. Simeon 
Kotelnikof, in mathematics, 1757. 6. John 
Albert Euler, fon of the celebrated Eulcr, in 
natural philofophy, 1766. 7. Stephen Ru- 
movfki, in aftronomy, 1763. 8. Gafpar Fre- 
derick Wolf, in anatomy, 1767* 9. Peter 
Simon Pallas, in natural hiftory, 1767. io» 
Eric Laxman *, in agriculture, 1770. 11. 
Alex^y Protaflbf, in anatomy, 1764. 12. Ivan 
Lepekin, in natural hiftory, 1 77 1 . 13. Wolf- 
gang Ludwig Kraft, in experimental philo- 
fophy, 1 77 1. 14. Andrew John Lexel, in 
aftronomy, 1771. 15. Anthony John Gul- 
denftaedt, in natural hiftory, 1771, fince de- 
ceafed.— -Adjuncts, i. Peter Inokpdtzof, in 
aftronomy, 17685 appointed in 1779 extra- 
ordinary profeflbr. 2. John Gottlieb Georgi, 
in chemiftry, 1775. 3. Nicholas Fufs, in 
mathematics, 1775. 4. Michael Golovin, in 
experimental philofophy, 1775. 

This general account of the eftablifhment, 
progrefs, and prefent ftate of the Academy, 
.will be naturally fucceeded by a defcription of 
the library ; the cabinet of natural hiftory ; 
and the other curiofities, which I vifited feve- 
ral times during my ftay at Peterft)urgh, 

♦ Laxman, being promoted, is fucceeded bjrFert)cr, the 
fitmous Swediih inineialogift« 

Mr; 



J 
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Mr. Bachmcifter, the librarian, has juftly 
femarkcd, in a recent publication ♦, That war> 
which in moft other dountrics is unfavourable 
to the fciences, has tended to promote them 
in this empire. The library owed its ori- 
gin to 2500 volumes which Peter the Great 
feized at Mittau, in his Swedifh campaign : 
k was afterwards increafed by the bounty 
of that emperor, and of his fucceflbrs ; and 
lately enriched by the curious colledion of 
prince Radzivil at Newitz, taken by the 
Ruffians in 1772, during the troubles of Po- 
land. Mr. Bachmeifler informed me, that^ 
fince this laft acquifition, the number of books 
amounted to about 36,000. The moft an-^ 
cient MSS. are the Lives of the Saints, 
written in 1298 5 and a Chronicle of Neftor, 
the earlieft hiftorian of this empire. This 
Chronicle, together with thofc of Novogorod^ 
Plefcof, of the Ukraine, Cafan, and Aftracan, 
the genealogical tables of the early great-dukes, 
from Vladimir the Great to the tzar Ivan Vaf- 
filievitch, compiled in the 12th, 13th, 14th, 
and following centuries, convinced me, diat 
Ruffia is extremely rich, as well in documents 

* EBzi fur la Bibliotheque, &c« de TAcad. des Sci« 
cnces» ' * 

* ^ relating 
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relating to its more remote annals, as to thofe 
of later times *. They are all written in the 
Sclavonian tongue. Among the MSS. relat- 
ing to the hiftory of Ruffia, muft not be 
omitted iixteoi volumes in folio, contain^ 
ing an account of the negotiations of Pe- 
ter's minifters, from 1711 to 1716; as alfb 
thirty volumes of the official correfpondence of 
prince Mentchikof, from 1703 to 171 7 : thefe 
coUeftions would ferve as good materials to- 
wards compiling an authentic hiftory of Peter 
the Great, a work much wanted. 

One MS, although of very modern date, is 
yet highly valued, on account of the augufl 
perfon by whom it was written, and is pre- 
served in an elegant box of bronze gilt. It 
contains the emprefs's inftrudtions to the 
committee delegated to form a new code of 
laws ; inftrudions drawn up by herfelf, and 
written with her own hand. This MS. is 
always placed upon the table, whenever the 
members of the Academy hold a folemn meet- 
ing- ^, 

Among feveral books, the librarian fhowed 

me a volume, containing the Adts of the 
Apoftles, and the Epiftles, which is curious,, 

♦ See Chap. VUI. 

as 
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as being the firft book printed in Ruflia * ; 
it bears the date of 1 564, and iffued fr<Mii the 
prefs eftablifhed at Mofcow* Its paper is cer- 
tainly of our manufadhire, as I plainly dif- 
covered the Englifh ftamp : and we find in 
Hackluyt, that paper is mentioned among the 
firft imports which Ruffia received from Eng-* 
land. 

This library contains, perhaps, a larger 
quantity of Chinefe books than is to be found 
in any other colle<5tion of Europe. They aro^ 
clafled in port-folios, and confift of 2800 fe- 
parate pieces. An exad: catalogue of them has 
been lately made by Mr. Leontief, who was 
feveral years at Pekin ; where a Ruffian church 
is eftablifhed, and ftudents are permitted tO 
refide for the purpofe of learning the lan- 
guage 'f. Hitherto we have been indebted al- 
nioft to the French alone for any probable ac- 
counts of the interior flate of the Chinefe 
empire. The amicable intercourfe, however, 
which has for fome time fubfifted between the 
courts of Peterfburgh and Pekin, has facili- 

* Mr. Nichols informs us, that this book was ten years 
in the prefs, and that the names of the firT: printers were 
Ivan Hoderfon and Peter TimofiofFsom. See ^ The Ori* 
" gin of Printing, 1776," p. 288. 

t See Ruffian Diiboveries, &c. Piirt Hit Chap* II» 

6 tated 
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tated the acquifition of Chinefe books ; and 
the eftablifliment of a feminary at Pekin has 
naturally led the Ruffians to obtain a more 
general and accurate knowledge of that coun- 
try. Hence many interefting publications have 
been lately put forth at Peterfburgh, relative 
to the laws> hiftory, and geography of China, 
extraded and tranflated from the originals 
publiflied at Pekin* 

The various branches of natural hiftory are 
diftributed in different apartments. This mu- 
feum^ v^hich is extremely rich in native pro- 
dudions, has been confiderably augmented 
with a variety of fpecimens, collefted by 
Pallas, Gmelin, Guldenftaedt, and other learn- 
ed profeflbrs, during their late expeditions 
through the Ruffian empire. As it neither 
falls within my plan, nor is it in my power, 
to enter into a minute account of all the va- 
rious fpecimens ; I fhall only curforily men- 
tion a few objects which principally engaged 
my attention. The ftuffed animals and birds 
occupy one apartment. Among the former I 
particularly obferved the Equus Hemionusy a 
^cies of wild horfe, -which bears the ap- 
pearance of a mule: it refembles an afs in 
its mane, ears, feet, and tail, and principally 
in the black ftreak down its back i in other 
. Vol. IIL O parts 
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parts it is like an horfe. It is the fame which 
was called by Ariftotle the Hemionos, found 
in his 4ays in Syria, and which he celebrates 
for its amazing fwiftncfs and fecuqdi^ 5 it is 
denominated by the Mongols ajhiggetU^ which 
fignifies eared \ is alfo known among na-^ 
turalifts by the name of mulm Daurkus, b«* 
caufe it is found in Dauria, about the rivers 
Amoor, Onon, and Orgoon. Thefe aninula, 
however, are there obferved only in fmall 
numbers, detached from the numerous herds 
which inhabit the vaft deferts of Tartary, to 
the fouth of the Ruflian dominions. Their 
fwiftnefs is proverbial, and is fiud to exceed 
even that of the antelope ; they are defcribed 
by the Tartars as very fierce, and fo untrafk- 
able as not tp be tamed, Mr. Pallas has fe- 
voured the world with an. accurate defcriptioa 
and engraving of this Angular animal^ in the 
New Commentaries of the Academy ^ to which 
I refer the reader, as well as to Mr. Pennant's 
account, in his Hiftory of Q^dnjpeds* The 
other animals peculiar to Ruflia and the ad- 
jacent countries, which attrafted my notice* 
are the wild ram, called Argoti by the Mon-^ 
gols, by Linnaeus Capra Ammony which in- 
habits the mountainous deferts fouth of the 
Lake Baikal ; and the Bqs Grumiiem of Lin- 
naeus, 
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naeus, 6r grailting ox of Pennant. The latter 
inhabits Tartaiy and Thibet; and is men- 
tioned here for the uncommon beauty of it^ 
tail, which is full and flowing, of a glofly and 
filky texture. Thefe tails form a confiderable 
article of exportation from Thibet. The In- 
dians faften fmall bundles of the hair to a 
handle, which they ufe for fly-flaps ; the Chi- 
tiefe dye tufts of it with a beautiful fcarlet, 
with which they decorate their caps; and 
the Turka employ it as ornaments * to theiif 
ftandards. I obferved alfo the bouquctin, the 
white bear, the ermine, the mufk-rat, the 
flying iquirrel ; among the amphibious ani- 
mals, the fea-horfe, whofe tufk is ufed inftead 
of ivory ; and the fca-otter, greatly prized for 
its rich and valuable fur. The latter is caught 
on the coaft of iCamtchatka, and in the Aleu- 
tian and Fox Iflands ; and its fkin is difpofed 
of to the Ghinefe at a high price "f-. 

The cplledion of birds, infefts, fifh, {hells, 
dried plants, all ranged in the exadtefl: order, 
and after the fyfl:em df Linnaeus, next attracts 
the obfefvation of the naturalifl:. 

In the cabinet of natural hiftory, I could 

♦ The Europeans erroiieoufly fuppofe the(e ornaiiicnt's 
to be made from horfe-tails. 
t Sec RufSan Difcoveries, p. 12. 

O 2 not 
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not avoid being furprifed with the number 
and variety of foflil bones, teeth, and horns; 
of the elephant, rhinoceros, and buffalo, which 
have been found in different parts of this em- 
pire, but more particularly in the fouthcrn 
regions of Siberia. From the infpcdtion of 
their aftonifhing variety, I was led to enquire 
by what means they could have been found 
in a country, where the animals of which 
they formerly made a part were never known 
to exift. It was the opinion of Peter, who, 
though he deferves to be efteemed a great mo- 
narch, was certainly no great naturalift, that 
the teeth found near Voronetz were the re- 
mains of elephants belonging to the army of 
Alexander the Great, who, according to fome. 
hiilorians, crofted the Don, and advanced as far 
as Koflinka *. The celebrated Bayer, whofe 
authority carries greater weight in the literary 
world, conjedtures ^f*, that the bones and teeth 
found in Siberia belonged to elephants com- 
mon in that country, during the wars which 
the Mongol monarchs carried on with the 
Perfians and Indians ; and this plaufible fup- 
poiition feems in fome meafure to be cor- 

♦ See Ruffian Difcoveries, p. 132. 197, 2C0. and other 
parts. 
t Le Bruyn's Travels, Vol. I. p. 6> 

roborated 
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roborated by the difcovery of the entire ikele- 
ton of an elephant in One of the Siberian 
tombs. ^ But this opinion, as Mr. Pallas very 
juftly obferves, is iiifficiently refuted by the 
confideration, that the elephants employed in 
the armies of all India could never have af- 
forded the vaft quantities of teeth which have 
been already difcovered ; not to mention thofe 
which it is juftly to be prefumed may ftill be 
buried *. 

The fame ingenious naturalift has given an 
ample defcription of thefe foflil bones, and 
has endeavoured to account for their origin -f-. 
Upon examining thofe in the mufeum, he 
was led to conclude, that as thefe bones are 
equally difperfed in all the northern regions 

* Nov. Com. XIII. p. 440. 

t Nov. Com. De Oflibus Sibiriae foflilibus. He Czys^ 
that in no country more foflil bones have been difcovered 
than in Siberia 5 and that elephants teedi have been dug up 
in fuch plenty, as to make a confiderable article of trade. 
*' Nulla tanien unquam regie tot tantaque in hoc genere 
^* graviflimarum et antiquiflimarum telluris mutationum 
*^ monumenta prodidit, ac Sibiria noftra, cujus fubter- 
** raneum ebur, quamquam hodiernum nonnifi cafu ri- 
*♦ parumque ad majora flumina ruinis detegi foleat, ea 
*^ tamefl fic quoque copia legitur, ut inter merces indi- 
" genas non ultimum obtineat locum ; illud praefertim, quod 
" in terris hyperboreis aterno gclu rigentibvig repertum, 
^* plane incorruptum et tornatili operi adhuc aptum eft." 

.03 of 
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of Europe, the climate prob^ly was in the 
earlier ages lefs fevere than at prcfent, and 
then poffibly fufHciently warm to be the native 
countries of the elephant, jhinoceros, and other 
quadrupeds, now found only in the fouthern 
climates • But whefi he vifited, during his 
travels, the fpots where the foflil bodies were 
dug up, and could form a judgement from his 
own obfervations, and not from the accounts 
of others ; he, with a candour which rcfledls 
the higheft honour upon his good {(^nfc, re-' 
pounced his former hypothefis ; and, in con- 
formity with the opinions of many modern 
philofophers, afferted that they muft have 
been brought by the waters j and that no-^ 
thing but a fudden and general inundation^ 
fuch as the deluge, could have tranfported 
them from their native countries in the fouth, 
to the regions of the north, In proof of this 
^flertion, he adds, that the boneS are generally 
found feparate, as if they had been fcattered 
by the waves, covered with a ftratum of mud, 
evidently formed by the waters, and com-r 
monly intermixed with the remains of marine 
plants, and finiilar fubftanpes * j inftances of 

which 

'^ Pc reUquiis ^njmali^m exoticorMm per Aflam 4^^^ 
penis, 

5^ Ja 
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which he himfelf obferved during his progrefs 
through Siberia, and which fufficiently prove 
that thefe regions of Afia were once over-^ 
whelmed with the fea, 

*' In plerifque ripis, que foffili eborc offibufque inca- 
^^ luerun^ membra animalium plerumque disje^ repe- 
^' riuntur, quafi a flu6tibus agitata, et obruta limo vel 
" glareofis maxime ftratis, evidehtiffime undamm effedtu 
•* et flu£tuatione C6ngeftis, imo variis faepe corporum 
^^ marinorum reliquiis confociata. Hujus momenti in 
^^ extricanda offium foffilium hifioria graviffimi| fduribus 
** in locis luculentiffima exempla propriis oculis vidi.'* 

And again, ** Ex eodem limofo folo Rhymnus, ubicun- 
^^ que altiores ripas fubruit, crebro in conipedlum producit 
^' elepbantum dentes, maxillas, magna artaum bfTa, buba* 
^^ lorum immania cum cornibus capita, flmilcfque reli- 
** quias, quarum bene magnum numerum per hafce re- 
** giones profeftus miraculi loco apud plebem adfervari 
*' vidi, quseque magis Integra reliquerat aitas eollegi.** 

Mr« Pallas, in a recent publication, has ddlcribed feveral 
foffil bones lately dug up in the government of Caiani 
fome whereof were fent to Peterfburgh in 1779, and de- 
polited in the mufeum of the Academy. The mofl: re- 
markable of thefe bones y/iAch he enumerates, are the fol-» 
lowing: An elephant's tooth, lO fpans 3I inches long^ 
and I5i inches in circumference; ditto, 5 feet 3 inches 
in length, and the fame in circumference ; feveral bones 
rf elephants of confiderable fizt j a damaged horn of a 
rhinoceros, 2 feet 4 inches long j a jaw of a rhinoceros, 
3 fpans and i J inches long, Containing two black teeth, &c. 
Gericht von Gebeincn groffer auflaendifcher Thiere. Pal* 
la6*5 Nordifchc Beytrage, Vol . I. p. i;^*. 

O 4 Thus 
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Thus far Mr. Pallas, to whofe excellent 
difquifition on the fubjea I muft refer the cu- 
rious reader : for my own part, I can only add, 
that I examined the fpecimens in the mufeum 
with that attention which they deferved, and 
am perfectly fatisfied that they are the foflil 
bones of the animals in queftion. The moft 
curious of thefe fpecimens is the head and 
foot of a rhinoceros, which were dug up en- 
tire in a bank of the Vilui, a fmall river fall- 
ing into the Lena, in latitude 64, below Ya- 
kutik: the body was found in December 1771 • 
and when Mr. Pallas came into thofe parts 
the following year, the head and two legs 
were fent to him by the governor of the pro- 
vince, and by him tranfmitted to the mufeum. 
The ikin and hair are very apparent. The 
following tranflation of the account relative 
to the difcovery of this rhinoceros is extracted 
from Pallas's Travels, I have preferred this 
extrad to the defcription given in the Com- 
mentaries of the Academy ; as well becaufe- 
the latter is too long to be inferted in this 
place ; as becaufe the German, in which the 
former is written, is lefs famiUar to the Eng- 
lifli reader than the Latin, in which the other 
is compofed, 

." This winter the hunters of Yakutfk 

** found. 
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*^. found, near the rivulet Vilui, the body of 
** an unknown animal, the head and two 
** hinder feet whereof were fent to Irkutlk 
** by Ivan Angunof, vayvode of Vilitfk, In 
** the account of this difcovery, dated the 
** 17th of January, it appears; that in De- 
'* cember, about 26 miles above Vilitik, the 
** body of an animal was obferved half buried 
** in the land, about a fathom from the water, 
and four fathom froni a fteep cliff. Being 
meafured upon the fpot, it was found to be 
7 feet 7 inches in length, and in height 
about 7 feet 6 inches. The hide was en- 
*^ tire; the body appeared of its natural bulk; 
" but in fuch a ftate, that only the head and 
^* feet could be carried away ; one of the latter 
^' was fent to Yakutflc, and the remainder to 
** Irkutlk. Upon infpedtion, they feemed to 
" have belonged to a full-grown rhinoceros • 
** and as the head was entirely covered with- 
** the Ikin, there could be no doubt of the 
" faft. On one fide the fmall hairs were ftill 
^' perfedt. The exterior organization was well 
** preferved, and the eye-lids were not entirely 
♦* corrupted. Here and there under the Ikin; 
*^ and the bones, and alfo in the hollow part 
^^ rf the IkuU, was found a llimy fubllance; 
** die remains of the putrid flelh; and upon 

'' the 
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** the feet, befide the ilime, partt of the ten- 
*^ dons and fincws were obferved. Both the 
^* horn and the hoofs were wanting ; but the 
*• hollow in \v^ich the horn had been {et, 
** and the edge of the fkin which encircled 
.** its bafe, being apparent, and the cloven fe- 
** paration of the hoofs being vifible, aiFwded 
^^ undoubted proof that the animal wa$ a 
** rhinoceros. Having given, in the C<»nmen^ 
^^ taries of the Academy of Sciences, a par- 
ticular defcription of this extraordinary dif- 
covcry, I will not repeat what I have there 
advanced concerning the caufes which might 
^* have brought this rhinoceros into thefe north- 
ern regions, and have difperfcd the other 
remains of exotic animals through Siberia. 
^* I (hall here only mention a few circmn-- 
*• ftances, which I obtained from Argunof, 
** relative to the place where the remains of 
^* die rhinoceros were difcovered > and (hall 
*^ add a few> conjedures upon the poflibility 
** of their prefervation during fo long a pe- 
*' riod. The country about the Vilui is moun- 
^^ tainous ; and the mountains conii(t of ftrata, 
** partly of (and and lime-ftone, and partly 
^ of clay mixed with many pebbles. The 
** body was found in a hill, compofed of (and 
^^ ^nd pebbles, about fifteen fethoms high : 

c ^^ it 
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*' it was buried deep in a coarfc gravelly land; 
•^ and was preferred by the froft, as the ground 
•* in that part ia never thawed at any confix 
** dcrable depth. The warmeft and moft ex* 
^^ pofed places are thawed about two ells deq> 
** by the fun ; but the lower parts, which arc 
•* formed of clay and fand, are, even at the 
** end of fummer, frozen at no more than 
** half an ell below the furface. Without 
** this circumftaoce it would have been im- 
'* poffible that the fkin and other parts of this 
quadruped ihould have been prefenred for 
(b long a time : for we cannot affign the 
•* quick traniportation of this animal, fronti 
its native country in the fouth to thefc cold 
regions, to a later period, or to a leis im-^ 
** portant caufe, than to the deluge ; as the 
^* moft ancient hiftories of mankind make no 
** mention of any later revolution of this 
*' globe, which could, with eqtsal probabi-* 
** lity, have buried thefe remains (rf the rhi- 
** noceros, as well as the bones of the ele- 
•* phants that are fcattered throughout Si-^ 
<* beria *•" 

The variety of ores collected from the nu- 
jnerous mines of the Rufiian empire^ highly 

' deferves 
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dcferves the attention of the mincralogift. In 
fpeaking of this coUeftion, I fhall confine my- 
felf to two fpecimens very interefting to na- 
turaliils ; namely, native copper, and a large 
mafs of native iron. The former was brought 
from a fmall ifland lying clofe to Beering's 
Illand, within fight of the coaft of Kamt- 
chatka, which takes its nameof Mednoi Oftrof, 
or Copper Ifland, froni the pieces of native 
copper that are not unfrequently found upon 
the beach. 

The fpecimen of native iron is part of a 
moft remarkable mafs, confifting of that me- 
tal in its pure ftate, blended with glafs-like 
matter * : it is jn every refpedt perfed:, nialle-* 
able, and capable of being forged into any 
form ; fufceptible of ruft ; in a word, par- 
taking of all the undoubted qualities of iron. 
It was difcovered in Siberia by Mr. Pallas, 
who, at my defire, favoured me with a de- 
fcription in French; and, as k^ helps to elu- 

* It appears, by Mr. Meyer's analyds of this mineral, 
that the glafs-like matter confifts of 8 parts of ferrugi- 
neous earth, 27 of filicious earth, and 25 of the earth of 
xnagnefia. See Meyer's " Verfuche mit der von dem 
*' Herns Prof. Pallas in Siberien gefundenen EifenftufFe;** 
in Befchaeftigungem der Berlin, Gefellfchaft* Vol. llh 
p. 405. 

cidate 
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cidate the account fent to the Royal Society 
by the fame author, I Ihall here infert a tranf- 
lation. Let me only remark, that I repeatedly 
examined the fpecimen, and found its real 
ftate to be exactly defcribed. I exprefsly men- 
tion thefe circumftances, as fome perfonshave 
doubted the exiftence of this block of native 
iron; and as I am always anxious, when- 
ever I have it in my power, to afcertain the 
truth of every relation which I give to the 
public. 

" This mafs, which exhibits the firft in- 
*^ ftance of native iron ever found in a perf^d: 
ftate of malleability, was difcovered upon 
an eminence oppofite to_ Mount Memis, 
" near the eaftern bank of the Yenisei, be- 
'* tween the rivulets Oberi and Sifim, which 
'5 fall into that river above the town of Kraf- 
** noyarfk. It vrzs a feparate mafs, which 
** feemed to have been detached, by lapfe of 
** time, from the mountain upon which it 
'^refted; and what is very remarkable, the 
*' chain of mountains, among which it was 
'* found, do not afford the leaft traces of any 
** volcano, any remains of forges or ancient 
**- mines, or in any other part the fmalleft ap- 
" pearances of native iron. Within about 
" 374 y^rds of the fpot where it was obferved. 
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V-. 

^ is a rich vein of a blttdfh magnetic ore ; 
•* which^ being vifited by the Ruffian miners^ 
** firft led to the difcovcrjr of the infulated 
^^ mafs, wiiich^ in its original ftate^ weighed 
*' 1440 Englifh pounds^ and was incrufted 
^ in moil parts with a thick coat of blackiih 
^^ iron ore* The infide coniiils of pure mal-^ 
^^ leable iron^ divided by irregular cavities, 
*^ which are filled with a vitrified tranfpafcnt 
•* fiibilance ; yellow for the niofl part, but 
** black in a few places, cfpecially near the 
«* furface, and blended here and there with 
•* ocrc* Thofe who have never feen any parts 
^^ of this mafs may be difpo((ed to conclude 
^^ that it mufl have been the cS^ of art ; 
^^ but they who examine it with attention 
•♦ mufl be of opinion, that it was entirely na- 
•* tural, although they cannot account for the 
** mode of its production.'* 

The anatomkal cabinet is highly efleemed, 
from its having been prepared by Ruyfch, a 
celebrated anatoitiifl of the Hague, who fdid 
it, in 1 717, to Peter the Great, for 3^,000 
florins *. This coUedtion is particularly ce- 
lebrated for the regular focceffion of fcetufes 
in fpirits, from the earlieft period of concept 

• About £.2poo# 

tioa 
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tioa to the birth of the infant ; and for tlte 
injedtions of the brain and eye* The m«n- 
branes of the eye are £o fine and tender, that 
it requires infinite care to injeft thwn ; and 
Ruyfch, of all others, fucceedcd beft in this 
difficult operation* He fuppofed that he had 
difcovered a new membrane in the chorokks 
of the eye, which is from him called RuyiAr 
chhoi. In onfcr to afccrtain this difcovery, 
he fparcd neither pains nor expence: aod 
although, in the opinion of the moft able 
anatomifls, he may not hare fucceedcd in his 
attempts to prove the cxiftepce of this ijew 
membrane * ; yet his labauris muft be efteemed 
of great ufe, and his inje<5tions of the finer 
veflcls of the eye are juftly admired for Aeir 
fuperior delicacy. 

I haflen to the chamber of rarities, in which, 
among the nK)ft confpicuous curiofities,- muft 
be mentioned the ornaments found in the tombs 
of Siberia, many of which are of great value -f-, 

being 

* He ^rmed, that be divided tbe choroidcs into twor 
membranes; but it is now the received o]^niony that; he 
mly (plit the lame membrane into two parts* 

t The quantity of gold found in thefe tombs is fcarcelj^ 
credible. Os)t which vrzs opened in die neighbourhood of 
the Irtilh, is thus defcr&ed in the.Archaeolpgia : , 
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being of maffive gold, and of very ckgant 
workmanftiip, Thefe ornaments confift of 
bracelets, fome of which weigh a pound ; of 
iPoUars in the ihape of ferpents ; of vales, 

*• After removing a very deep covering of earth and 
* ftoncs, the workmen came to three vaults, conftrufted 
** of ftones of rude workmanfhip ; a view of which is 
** exhibited in the annexed plate. 

** That wherein the prince was depofited, which was 
^ in the centre, and the largeft of the three, was eafily 
•* diftinguifhed by the fword, fpear, bow, quiver, and ar- 
•* row, which lay befide him* In the vault beyond him, 
•* towards which his feet lay, were his horfe, bridle, faddlc, 
" and ftirrups. The body of the prince lay in a reclining 
** pofture, upon a fhect of pure gold, extending from head 
•^ to foot : and another flieet of gold of the like dimenfions 
•* was ipread over him. He was wrapped in a rich man^ 
*' tie, bordered with gold, and ftudded with rubies and 
** emeralds. His head, neck, breaft, and arms naked, and 
** without any ornament. 

" In the lefler vault lay the princefs, diftinguifhed by 
^ her female ornaments. She was placed reclining againft 
** the walls, with a gold chain of many l^nks, fet with 
*' rubieSj round her neck, and gold bracelets round her 
^ arms. The head, breaft, and arms were naked. The 
^ body was covered with a rich robe, but without any 
*« border of gold or jewels, and was laid on a flieet of fine 
^ gold, and covered over with another. The four fhcets 
** of gold weighed 40 pounds. The robes rfboth looked 
*^ fair and complete ; but, upon touching, crumbled into 
« duft." 

DemidoPs Account of certain Tartarian Antiquities, in 
the Archaeologia, Vol. 11. p. 223^ 224. 

crowns. 



Ci 6l .' ACADEMY 01? SCIENCES^ SO^ 

crowAs, bucklers^ rings, figures of ahimah 
ridily carved in gold and filver ; fabres with 
goldeh hike, ornamented with precious ftonesf j 
Tartar idol^ j and other antiquities 4 The fur-i 
prifing quantity of golden ornaments, wefe 
th^ not evident to light, would exceed all 
beli^ ; but having been in faA difcovered in 
the manner reprefented, it is certain that the 
people whole relics were interred in thefe 
places mull have bisen very tich« How then 
are we to account for a civilized nation, ca^ 
pable of thele artificial productions, formerly 
exilling upon the banks of the Irtilh, the To-* 
bol, and the Yeitis^ ? Mr. Muller> who has 
made relearches upon die fiibjed, and who^ 
during his travels through Siberia, examined 
many ci the Ipots whdre the tombs were 
opened, advances the following probable con-* 
ja3:ures concerning die people to whcnn they 
belonged J and from him all fubiequent au-« 
thors, who have written upon this points have 
drawn thdr^onclufions ♦. 

After defcribing the diferent Ipecies of tombs 
obferved in the fouthem parts of Siberia ; he 
adds, ** that as in leveral of thefe burial phees 

* 

♦ Sec Mr. Mullcr's excellent Treatife Von den Alteni 
Gr^ehi in Siberia in Haygoid, Vol. 11. p. 155 i ^o in 
dit Journal of St. Pfct. for 1779. 
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*^ the bones o£flien,/women» and horieStJuyo 
^* been found, with javelins, bowi and aircms, 
f* and other Yreapons^ it fccn» evideoA. tfeat 
^* the fame ancient fnperftitioni w)uck ildll 
^* reign* ia India, wis formerly prevalent in 
** tho& parts ; natncty> that the departed i<w^ 
f^ Iblbw the fame Idbd (^ life kk a ftttaftf 
*• ftatc^ which tli^ey pjuutfiied in this vrorlA^* 
** Fbr this pnrpofe, at.thc dcmife of a per&fi 
*^ of diiUndtion^ his £ivoidhfie w^e, hii.&rvsatHs^ 
^^ the hor&s'upon^ which he vyas a^ccnflomcd 
^ to ride, were &crificad at his: tsmb, andlbu^ 
'' ried with him ^ and for dbe fame ncafon his 
^^ armsr drefs, and other accDulrenttitts^ wero 
^^ alfo interred : hence thff indiaiiiwiyeSjLto thia 
•* day, throw themfelves iipon the faneiul' pilo 
^* o£ their hufbands." And Mr^ MuUer ob- 
ferves, that upon iolpefliaig the ancient ar-* 
(hives of Yakuts, hje fbnnd the £mae cnftom 
obtained WBMngs the inhabitants wfa^^ tho 
Ruffians firfl made ^ conqjaeil: of tbofi^ 
parts ; and that the onfy efibdhxal nu^hod c^ 
putting a iftop^ to. iuch. procoedinga^ was. by 

f 

* Or,as thopoet has^degairfjr«3q»xiE?dit:- . 
' Quae gratia currum 

Armoruou|ue fiiit Yi\d$, qUa^ cur^ nitentes . 
t Paftere equps^^ eadem fequitiir tellurefc^i^os* 

Mmd^* Ub^ vi. 6j^ 

puniibing 
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ptinifhing all thofe as murderers who facri* 
ficed the wives and fervants of the deceafed* 
Having thus accounted for the quantity of gold 
^nd filver ornaments found in fhefe tombs, he 
next endeavours to point oi^t the particular 
people to whom thefe burial places belonged ; 
and he is equally judicious in the folution of 
this diffictrlt enquiry. He begins by afferting^ 
tbzt the richeft of tjiele burial places were 
trtade in the time of Zinghis Khan and his im- 
mecfiate fucceflbrs* The moft valuable tombs 
being found near the banks of the Volga, the 
Tobol, and the Irtifli ; the next in value in 
the deferts of the Yenisei ; and the pooreft in 
the coimtries bordering upon the Lake Bai- 
kal : he fuppofes them all to have been the 
work o£ the Mongol Hordes at different pe- 
riods, who irthabited, at various times, the 
drftridts in which the burial places at prefent 
cxift. He grounds his proof upon the fol- 
lowing circumftances : Zinghis, or Tchinghis 
Khan, laid the foundation of his vaft power 
in the beginning of the 1 3th century. The 
roving hordes of Mongols, who were firft 
under his dominion, inhabited the countries 
about the riVers Selenga, Tola, Orkon, and 
Andn, ftretching from the river Amoor to the 
Mdngol Defert, which leads to the wall of 

P 2 China. 
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China. Thefc hordes were at that time a poor 
tribe ; and hence the tombs which arc found 
in thofe parts are very fcantily provided with 
rich accoutrements, and ornaments of * any . 
value. 

Zinghis had no fooner brought the Mon- 
gols under his fubjedtion, than he turned his 
arms to different quarters. With the aid of 
thefe warlilce tribes, he and his immediate fuc-. 
ceffors conquered great part of China, inde- 
pendent Tartaiy, Perfia, and the regions as. 
far as the Black Sea ; and held for fome years 
^Itpoft all Ruffia. under their yoke. The 
plunder of fuch vaft countries centered for the 
uioft part in the fettlement of the chief Khan, 
acknowledged by all the feudal princes as the 
head of that extenfive empire ; which, upon 
^e death of Zinghis Khan, was divided into 
many independent principalities. This fettle- 
ment was, about the middle of the 13th cen- 
tury, not far from the banks of the Irtifh ; 
as appears from the travels of the miflionary 
Rubruquis, who, in his way to the court of 
the Khan Magnu, defcribes the laft river he 
^rroflcd to be the Yaik ; and as he never men- 
tions the Irtifh, it is probable that the feat 
of the court was fituated between thofe two 
rivers : accordingly we find, in corroboration 

of 
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of this fuppofition, that the richeft fepulchres 
arc difcovercd in the parts between the Yaik 
and the Irtifli, Towards the beginning of the 
1 5 th century, the empire of the Mongols fell 
to pieces ; and therefore there feems no other 
period, but the 13 th and 14th centuries, in 
which they could have colled:ed fuch an im-^ 
^menfe booty as the ornaments found in thefe 
tombs feem to indicate. 

It is a remarkable circumftance, that many 
of thefe ornaments are executed with fuch 
tafte and elegance, as is hardly to be account- 
ed for from the ftate of the arts at that time 
in the Eafl : and indeed they were undoubt- 
edly the work of Europeans, whom the li- 
berally of Zinghis Khan and his fucceflbrs 
drew to their courts ; for Rubruquis niet at tbfe 
court of Magnu William Boucbert a French 
^Idfmith, employed by the Khan* 

Mr. MuUer^ with his ufual cando^r^ al« 
lows one ejcception to his general ailertion^ 
that all the tombs of Siberia, in which arm$ 
and ornaments were interred with the dc* 
ceafed, were the burial places of the Mon« 
gols ; and he defcribes ?t few which f^m of a 
fer more ancient date, and <^ntain . copper 
armsi utenfils, and ornantents. Thefe reKcs 
§re now preferved ,in the chamber of rarities 1 

P 3 M 
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smd I examined them with great atteation. 
The knives, fpears, and fwords, being uni- 
fornily of copper, fecm to prove, that the 
people who were buried in thefc parts were 
not acquainted with the ufe of iron ; and 
therefore muft have been of very high anti- 
quity, and far anterior to the Mongol hordes* 
Mr. Muller,^ who has inveftigated all thefe 
fubjed:s with a wonderful fpirit of enquiry, 
fuppofcs thefe people to have been the Igurs, 
or Uigurs * ; from whom Zinghis Khan, a^ 
his own fubjefts the Mongols were entirely 
without the uie of letters^ is faid to have 
adopted the alphabet and the art of writing. 
But he gives this merely as a conJe<3:ure ; and 
luimits the uncertainty of fettling decifively 
to what people thefe cppper arms and orna- 
ments belonged, or at what period they were 
buriedt 

A long gallery contains the various dreflea 
of the inhabitants in the Ruffian empire, and 
of many caftern nation$ ; among which the 
Chinefc are the moil confidcrable, One sjpart- 
ment is iiUed with the dreiles, arms, and 

* Or Ugorians, the anceftors of the prefent Hungarians, 
who, in remote times, inhabited parts of Siberia. One 
of the necklaces found in thefe tombs refemble$ thcife ftitl 
Ijlcd in Hungary. Effai Bib. p. 176, 
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iajfit etaae i its brcMiigkt from the new diicovered 
i^ands hdtwccn Afia and America^ and fron^ 
the parts of tte cbatinent which have been 
vifitcd by the Rjuflka vcffels. Some of thefe 
ipecimcns are the 6me whkh are mention*- 
ed in the Journals of the Ruffian Voyages ; 
namdy, caps beautifully adorned with long 
iheamers 6£ hair like the ancient helmets $ 
clothes made With the fkins of fca-otters, 
^f rein-deer, and of birds painted red, and 
ornamented with fringes of leather, hair, or 
iinews ^ alfo wooden maflcs, reprefenting the 
Ji^ds of large &&% and lea-animals, which the 
inhabitants occa&Qnally wear at feiHvals *. 

In this gallery are various idols, which Mr, 
Pajflas procured from the Calmuc or Mongol 
hordes roving in Siberia, many of whom are 
ftiir plunged in a ftate of the gl?offeft idolatry, 
and follow the religion of the Dalai Lama. 
Some of thefe deities are delineated upon can- 
vas ; others are of clay, painted or gilded ; 
and a few ane of bronze, chiefly procured from 
Thibet, They are moftly grotefque figures, 
with many hands and arms, and fitting crofs- 
legged; and are fimilar to thofe worfhipped 
by many fedts in the Eaft : they are hollow. 



* See Ruffian Difco¥eries, p, 131. 197. 200. and other 
parts, 
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Biid generally filled with relics and ienfieiices 
of prayers. Engravings of the moft ranark-? 
able idols are given in Pallas's Travels, 

I paid great attention to the coUefiion o£ 
Kuflian coinsy which throw a confiderable 
li^t upon the early hiftory of this country. 
The mofl ancient fubftitutes for money, which 
pafled among the natives, were fmall piwres 
of leather, or of martens^ fkin ; but in their 
dealings with foreigners, the Ruffians, like 
the Chinefe at prefent, ufed to exchange their 
merchandize for gold and filver^n bullion. 
The precife time in which the art of coining 
began to be pra£H&d in RiiU}ia is unknown ; 
but it was moft probably derived from the 
Tartars. The coins ♦ zn ranged into nine 
claflcs, 

I . The firft contains thofe that arc without 
infcriptions : thefe, which are undoubtedly the 
moft ancient j^ exhibit in one or two inftances 
an human figure on horfeback, wielding a 
• fword ) but are for the moft part ftamped 
with the rude reprefentations of certain ani- 

' 4 

* Monf. Le Clerc has lately fevqured the public wjth 
a very ci^riotis apcount of the Numifmatic Hiftory of 
* Ruffia, which he was rendered extremely valuable by en- 
gravings of 177 of the moft ancient cokts. See Hi^* do 
h Ruff, Anc. Vol. II. p. 527 to 549/ 
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mals ; and which^ according to the ingenious 
conjefture of a Ruffian hiftorian*, denote 
their Tartarism origin in the following man- 
ner : The cycle or period of computation em- 
ployed by the Tartars, was fimilar to that 
ftill ufed by the Chinefe and Mongols, and 
contained twelve years ; »ch whereof was 
fucceffivdy marked by the following animals : 
j,a.moufe j 2.an OX; 3. a tiger; 4. a hare; 
5. a crocodile, and fometimes a dragon; 6. a 
ferpent ; 7. a horfe; 8, a lamb; 9. an ape; 
JO. a hen ; 1 1. a dog; 12. a hog. Of thefe 
all but the crocodile, the ape, and the hare, 
appeaf upon the coins ; and perhaps the Tar- 
tars who frnf^nxi Ruffia ufed^ inflead of 
^le^, the fwan^ the ^harpy, and the fyren, 
whofe reprefentations aj-e occafionally ob&rv- 
ed. The coins imprcffed with the figures 
Above-mentioned, were probably ftruck in the 
correfponding years of the cycle. The fame 
jiiftorian alfo advances, that the annual trir 
l)ttte paid by the Ruffians to the Tartars was 
putcked by the animals which denote the par* 
$icular year of the cycle ; and, as in Ibmc 
poios two of thefe animals are reprefented at 
|he ian^ time, probably the tribute of two 

• Sherebatof in |ourn. St. P«t. fgr 1781, Pate H. 

year* 
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years was delivered at once ! he fupporte this 
conjecture with great appearance of argument! 

2. Coins with a Tartar infcription exhibit 
images of men on foot, or on horfeback, hold- 
ing in their hands a fiibre, a lance, and a fal- 
con ; alfo of griffins, goats, fowls, and fwans. 

3. Coins that have jontly l)oth Tartar and 
Ruffian infcriptions. 4, Coins with only Ruf- 
fian charadters without date ; and as the name 
of the prkice in whofe reign they were ftruck 
is not exprcfled, their age cannot be deter- 
mined. We may remark upon the three laft 
clafles, that from the time the coin bore any 
infcription, the charafters were fometimes Tar- 
tar, fometimes Ruffian, and fometimes both; 
as the fovereigns of this efftpire were more 
©r lefs fubjedt to the Tartar yoke. 5. The 
coins of the great-dukes, beginning from Vaf- 
iili Bcmitrievitch, and ending with thoCt of 
VaffiH Ivanovitch, The year in which thfe 
great-duke firft ftruck money at Mofcow is 
not afcertained ; but from the Ruffian infcrip- 
'tion upon the moft ancient pieces of this clafs, 
Knaes Veliki VaJJilij, the great-duke Vaffilf, 
probably about the year 1424, when Vaffili 
Pemitrievitch obtained a confiplete victory ovdr 
KundaU khan of the Tartats. The year be- 
fore the death of Ivan Vaffilievitch I, a coib 

was 
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was ftruck by Ariftotlc of Bdogna, who, 
tkxnong other foreign artifts, was drawn by that 
prince to Moicow. 6. The coins of the princes 
of the blood who held independent principali- 
ties ; namely, thofe of Galitz, Svenigorod, 
Mofliaifk, Bielofero, Sufdal, Refan, Tver, &c* 
7. Thofe of the principal towns, which bad 
the right of coining; namely, Novogorod, 
Plefcof, Mofcow, Tver, &c. The moft an- 
cient are thofe of Novogorbd, in which city 
the Tartar money had no currency ; as the 
commercial intercourfe with foreign nations 
had introduced the Lithuanian and Swedifli 
fpecies, 8. The coins from the tzar Ivan 
Vaffilievitch II. to the majority of Peter the 
Great* The firft gold piece was made in the 
reign of Ivan ; and the impreflion was at the 
fame time greatly improved. Upon fome of 
thefe pieces I obferved on one fide the fpread*- 
eagle and an unicorn ; and on the reverfe the 
fpreadneagle, with a St. George and the dra- 
gon on its breaft. The firft introdu<3:ion of 
the fpread-eagle is fuppofed to be owing to 
the marriage of Ivan Vaflilievitch I. with 
the Greek princefs Sophia ; in whofe right he 
is faid to have founded pretenfions to the Greek 
empire, and to have borne that device upon 

hk arms* But we have nP poof pf, the fa^r, 

either 
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cither from the coins of this monarch, or 
from the accounts of Hcrbcrftcin and Pof- 
fcvinus ; and Ivan Vaffilievitch II. was un- 
doubtedly the firft prince under v^hom the 
device of the fprcad-eagle was flamped upon 
the coin ; but hiftory is filcnt on what occa- 
fion it was aflumed. The firft roubk, which 
before was only ufed like our pound fterlrng 
in computing, was coined by Alexey Michaelo- 
vitch. In this clafs are three coins remark- 
able in the hiftory of the empire : the firft 
is a Rufiian ducat, having the heads of the 
two tzars Ivan and Peter Alexievitch on one 
fidci {ind on the other that of their fifter 
Sophia, with the crown, fceptre, and royal 
robes. The others are two coins of Ivan and 
Peter, which baffle the conje(5hircs of hif- 
torians : they bear no date ; and as thefe princes 
were both joint-fovereigns, no antiquarian has 
hccfi as ytt able to account for their ieparate 
repreientation, when the money, during their 
reign, was, excepting in this inftance, uni- 
fonnly imprefled with both their heads. 9* 
The laft clafs comprifes all the moiiey ifiued 
by Peter and his fucceflbrs : upon comparing 
thtfe with the preceding ones, it is evident toe 
the commoncft obfcrver, how greatly the die 
was correded l^ Peter the Great upon his 

retupa 



C. ^. ACADEMY OF SCIENCES* 221* 

return from his travels ; and that fince hi», 
time it has not been in the leaft improved *• 

The cabinet is rich in Eaftern coins ; con- 
taining, among others, an ample colle<9ion of 
thofe of the caliphs of Arabia and SamarcaiKi^ 
thofc of the khans of Bulgaria^ of Crim Tar- 
tar/, of Afof ; and of the Mongol tribe, called^ 
by the Ruffians the Golden Horde. Among 
tne Indian pieces are the twelve roupees, re-, 
prefenting the twelve figns of the Zodiac, ojF 
queen Nourmahall ^ whoie hiftory, related ia 
the Travels of Tavernier-j-, has more the air 
of an Eaftern tale than of a true narrative.. 
Thefe roupees are fo extremely rare, that the 
original pofleflbr of this cabinet is faid to have 
purchafed them for a thoufand crowns J. 

In an adjoining apartment, I was ilruck 
with a waxen figure of Peter the Great, as 
large as life, fitting in an armed chair. The 
^tures bear the moft exadt reiemblance to 
the original, becaujfe they were taken from a 
mould applied to his face when dead, and co- 
loured in imitation of his real complexion. 
The eye-brows and hair are black ; the eyes 

♦ See Ef&i fur la Bib. p. 245, Vcrfuch ucber die altca 
RuiEfchen Muentzen. Joum. St. Pet* 1781. 
f Tavernier's Travels, Part II. p. lo. 
t Backmeifter, Eflai fur b Bibi. p. 254. 

3 dark ; 
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dark; the compfcxion fwarthyj the afpeft 
ferocious ; and the head inclined to one fide, 
according to his ufual cuftom': he was very 
tall ; and, upon mcafuring the figure, as well 
as the attitude woeld permit, the height was 
above fix feet. It is clothed in the only full 
drcfs which that emperor ever wore, and is 
the fame which he had on, when, with his 
own hand, he placed the crown upon the 
head of his beloved Catharine. It is a fuit of 
blue filk richly embroidered with filver ; the 
ftockings are of flefh-eoloufed filk, with filver 
clocks. I muft own I fhould have received 
more fetisfa^on in contemplating this great 
monarch's image, if it had been dreflfed in the 
plain green uniform, and brafs-hilted fword, 
which are preferved in the fame room, and 
were worn by him at the battle of Pultava : 
near them is preferved the hat ufed on thcr 
feme occafion, which was pierced near the 
crown by a mufket ball. This apartment' 
contains alfo his trowfers, worfted flockings^ 
flioes, and cap, which he wore at Sardam, 
when he worked in the dock-yard in the cha-» 
jader of Matter Peter. The Academy of Sci- 
ences have paid the greateft refpecft to the 
memory of their illufixious founder^ by pre- 
fcrving in their mufeum the horfc which he 

rodp 
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code at the battle jof Pultavay twa ^v^corite 
dogs, his tuirniiig-*lathe aad tpals^ aod ibreral 
ipecimens <£ his workm^i^ihip ; an iraa barj^ 
oa which is thie following infeription : ** 1724, 
" Thurfday, Feh. jii. His. Majdty Peter I^ 
^^ being a£ Olon^z, forg^ this bar with hta 
^^ own hand«'/ I muil not omit three goblets^ 
of (ilvtT^ pref^ted to the iame monarch iif)Q» 
&e launching of t^ree fl)ip& of the line, wh^ 
bad bosn conftru(5ted under his immediater di«* 
ie(^on. One of theie. gpblets^ containing ^^ 
ioedals of t^e French kings,, was the ^^ 
Qf the empre& Cath^Eme, who equally availed 
beri^of hcf ho&and's yirbies and £>ib]es to 
win upon his affbCkions* Another article^ 
which engaged my attention, was iho model 
q£ a veifel of xao guns, giv^n by William III. 
to Peter I. dufing his. refidence in England* 
The omperor/ who had received many markg 
of ^e king's attention and friend^p, pre&nt« 
^ him at parting with a diamoi^ of great 
yaloe, wrapped in a piece of common brow» 
paper : no bad emblem of him^lf or his nar- 
tion, whoie vktaies and. abiUtjiqs were yet un« 
der a ooadecover. 

Before I clofc this apcounfe of the Aca^ 
demy of Sciences, I muft mention, the Celeftial 
Sphere, known by the name of the Globift 

of 
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6f Gottorp, now placed in a detached bufld*^ 
iag, in order to preferve it from fire. It y 
a large concave fphere^ eleven feet in diameter, 
containing a table, and feats for twelve per<^ 
ions. The infide reprefents the vifible furface 
of the heavens: the fUrs and conflellations 
are diiHnguifhed, according to their reipeftive 
magnitudes^ by gilded nails* It is fet to the^ 
ttieridian of Peterfburgh ; and, being turned 
by means of a curious piece of mechanifm, ex- 
hibits the true pofition of the fbrsv theif 
ri^ng and fetting. The outfide is a terreftnal 
globe. This machine is called the Globe of 
Gottorp, from the original one of that name; 
which, at the expence erf* Frederic III. duke 
of Holflein, was ereded at Gottorp by An- 
drew Bu(h, under the diredion of Adam de- 
arius *. It was planned after a defign found 
among the papers of the celebrated Tycho 
Brahe ; and was prcfented by Fred«ick IVv 
king of Denmark to Peter the Great, who^ 
faw it in 171 3, and cxpreflfed much fatisiac«» 
tion at its curious flru^re and mechanifm« 
The carriage of £;> cumbrous a machine from 
Gottorp to Fetedburg^ was attended with 
great expence and labour. It was condu<3ed 

* Bufching Erdbefchreibung^ aiticle Gottorp. A^ 
pet for 1777, ftntll^ P« ?• ^ 

over 
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ova* jthe foow upon Follers and fledges to 
Riga, the forefts being in many parts cleared ^ 
and from Riga it was fent by lea to the new 
Dietropoiis ** This fpherp was afterward? 
cite<3ted in the bujilding of the Academy of Sici- 
cnces, and was burnt in 1747^ Frc»n the iron 
plates or carcafe which remained, the prefent 
globe w^5 conf]tru<aed, with confiderapje adr 
ditipns, and placed in 1751 in its prefent pofi- 
tion. it is exadly of the fame fize with the 
original ; and is far preferable, becaufe all 
the modern ^nproyenxepts If^ geography ancj 
aftronomy have bqen added. Tfee meridian 
and horizon were formed l^ Scott, an Eng- 
li^ mechanic* 

Trayellers are too apt, ift defcribing foreign 
countries, to overlook their owa> and ito tc* 
prefent many objeds as extraordinary and pe- 
culiar, which may fometimes be fou^d 19 
greater perfcftio^i at honjte. In order to avoid 
the imputation c^ this partial proceeding, I 
fliail licpe add, , that thio aftronomical machinei 
4s far inferior in fize tp one of the fame kinjl 
eredted at Pembroke College, in the univerj^tj^ 
dof Camjbridge, by. the late Dr^ Long, mafter 

I- 
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of that fbciely, which is thus defcribed by the 
Doiftor himfelf *. 

** I have, in a room lately built in Pembroke-Hall, erected 
** a iphere of 18 feet diameter, wherein above 30 perfons 
** may fit conveniently ; the entrance into it is over the 
** fouth pole, by fix fteps : the frame of the fphere confifts 
^ of a number of iron meridians, hot complete femicircles, 
^^ the northern ends of which are fcrewed to a large round 
** plate of brafs, with an hole in the centre of it j through 
*' this hole, from a beam in the cieling, comes the north 
^ pole, a round iron rod, about three inches long, and 
** fupports die upper parts of the Iphere to its proper ele- 
** vation for the latitude of Cambridge ; the lower part of 
** the fphere, fo much of it as is invifible in England, is 
** cut off; and the lower or fouthern ends of die meri- 
^^ dians, or truncated femicircles, terminate on, and are 
** fcrewed down to, a ftrong circle of oak, of about thirteen 
** feet diameter, which, when the fphere is put into mo- 
** tion, runs upon large rollers of lignum vitae, in the 
** manner that the tops of fome wind-mills are made to 
^* turn round. Upon the iron meridians is fixed a zodiac 
** of tin painted blue, whereon die ecliptic and heliocentric 
** orbits of the planets are drawn, and the conftellations 
** and ftars traced : the great and litde Bear and Draco 
** are already painted in their places round the north pole ; 
^* the reft of the conftellations are propofed to follow : the 
" whole is turned round with a fmall winch, with as litde 
" labour as it takes to wind up a jack, though the weight 
" of the iron, tin, and wooden circle, is about a thoufand 
** pounds. When it is made ufe of, a planetarium will 
" be placed in the middle thereof. The whole, with th« 
^ floor, is well fupported by a frame of large timber." 

• Long*9,Aftronoiny9 Vol. 11. Introduftion. 

2 Thus 
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Thus far Dr* Long, before this curious 
piece of mechanifm was perfected. Since the 
above was written, the fphere has been com- 
pletely finished ; all the conftellations and flars 
of the northern hemifphere, vifible at Cam^ 
bridge, are painted in their proper places upon 
plates of iron joined together, which form one 
concave furface- 

The Academy of Arts was eftablifhed by 
the emprefs Elizabeth, at the fugg^ftion of 
count Shuvalof, and annexed to the Academy 
of Sciences : the fund was >r. 4000 per annum, 
and the foundation for 40 fcholars. The pre- 
fent emprefs has formed it into a feparate 
inftitution ; enlarged the annual revenue to 
jf. 12,000; and augmented the number of 
fcholars to 300 : fhe has alfo conjftrud:ed, for 
the ufe and accommodation of the members, 
a large circular building, which fronts the 
Neva. The fcholars are admitted at the age of 
fix, and continue until they have attained that 
of eighteen : they are clothed, fed, and lodged 
at the expence of the crown • They are all 
inftrufted in reading and writing, arithmetic, 
the French and German languages, and draw- 
ing. At the age of fourteen they are at li- 
berty to chufe any of the following arts, di- 
vided into four claiTes. i. Painting, in all its 

Qjt branches 
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branches of' hiftory, portraits, battles, and 
landicapcsi architedhire ; Mofaic; enamelling; 
&c. 2. Engraving on copper-plates> feal-cut-- 
ting, &c. 3. Carving in wood, ivory, and 
amber. 4. Watch-making, turning, inftru- 
ment making, cafting ftatues in bronz6 and 
other metals, imitating gems and medals in 
parte and other compofitions, gilding, and> 
varnifhing. Prizes are annually (Jiftributed ta 
thofe who excel in any particular art; and 
from thofe who have obtained four prizes, 
twelve are felefted, who are fent abroad at the* 
charge of the emprefs, A certain fum is paid 
to defray their travelling expences ; and when^ 
they are fettled in any town, they receive an 
annual falary of ^.60, which is continued 
during four years. There is^ a fmall affort- 
tnent of paintings for the ufe of the fchokrs^ j 
and thofe who have made great progrefs are 
permitted to copy the pictures in the em- 
prefs's colle(5tion. For the purpofe of defign,i 
there are models in plaifter of the beft an- 
tique ftatues in Italy, all executed at Rome,^ 
<sf the iame fize with the originals, which- 
the ar tifts of the Academy were employed to- 
caft in bronze. We obferved feveral finiflied 
pieces of drawing, painting, and fculpture,. 
which had m\K:h merit, and feemed to pre-^ 

di<5t 
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did the future improvement of the arts in 
Ruffia. 

Though this inftitution is indeed admirably 
calculated for promoting the liberal arts, and is 
deferving of the higheft encomiums ; we muft 
not be furprifed upon confidering the finall 
eiFeds which have hitherto flowed from fuch 
a liberal endowment. The fcholars, for the 
moft part, make a cgnfiderable progrefs dur*- 
ing the time they remain in the Academy^ 
and many improve themfelves abroad. It is 
jemarkable, however, that the perfons of the 
greateft merit often fettle in other countries 5 
or, if they return, foon fink into an indolence, 
which appears almoft national. The caufe of 
^this failure feems to proceed from the little 
encouragement which they receive from the 
nation in general. The fovereign may rear 
artifts, like foreign plants, at a prodigious ex- 
j)ence^ and by conftant cultivation ; but un- 
iefs the fame care is continued when they 
.are brought to maturity, they will fickea by 
negleft. And it is impoflible even for a mo- 
narch, however inclined to proted: and en- 
courage merit, . or for a few of the nobility 
who are pkafed to follow fuch an illuilrious 
example, to diifufe a love for the works of 
art among a people, who mi^ift, b^re they 
can judge or be pleafed with them, imbibe 
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9, degree of tafte which can only be ac- 
quired by experience : and if thofe who arc 
eminent are not in fome meafure diftinguifhed, 
they cannot feel that noble fpirit of improve- 
ment and emulation which excites to excel- 
lence ; nor, unlefs they are employed, can they 
fubfift by their profeffion. The cafe is, that the 
Ruffians are by no means deficient in genius ; 
but, as there is not yet that general zeal for 
the purfuit and cultivation of the arts wljich 
has taken place in other European countries ; 
they have not fufficient motives to animate 
and encourage a continuance of induftry, or 
to gratify the purfuits of reputation and cha- 
racter. As the nation, however, is gradually 
haftenlng towards a higher ftate of civiliza- 
tion and refinement; thefe inftitutions, 'ftill 
in their infancy, muft infallibly be produftive 
of more extenfive and permanent eflfedts. 

The Free Oeconomical Society, or the So- 
ciety for the Promotion of Agriculture, at Pe- 
terlburgh, is too important and ufeful an in- 
ftitution to be overlooked. It owes its origin 
to the following occafion : The emprefs one 
day at table expreffing herfelf with warmth 
upon the advantages that would refult from 
fuch a fociety, firft fuggefted the idea to prince 
Orlof, who happened to be prefent. In con- 
formity to the wifhes of his imperial miilrefs, 

he 
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he and fourteen other perfons, partly men of 
rank, and partly men of learning^ aflembled in 
June 1765, drew up rules, and formed them- 
felves into a regular fociety. Having laid the 
plan before the emprefs, her majefty returned 
the following anfwer, written with her owh 
hand. 

** The defign which you have juft formed 
*^ for the improvement of agriculture and 
** hufbandry, is highly agreeable to Us 5 and 
*/ your labours will be regarded as efFeftual 
*^ proofs of a true zeal and love for your 
*^ country. We confider the plan and the re- 
** gulations, by which you have bound your- 
" felves, as deferving our approbation ; and 
** we gracioufly allow you to be called The 
** Free Oeconomical Society, You may reft 
'* aflured, that we take your Society under our 
proteftion : we not only confent that yga 
ufe our feal and imperial coat of arms; 
but, as a particular mark of our good will 
** towards you, we permit you to bear our 
" device in the centre of our imperial arms ; 
namely, a hive, to which bees are bringing 
honey, with the motto * Profitably.* 
^* We gratify, moreover, your Society with 
** 6000 roubles *, towards the purchafe of a 

♦ £. 1200, 

0^4 ^ convenient 
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^* cx)nvenicnt houle, as well for your meetings 
** as for the purpofe of holding a library on 
^* fubjefts of agriculture. Your labours will, 
^* under the protedlion of Divine Providence* 
^* be highly advantageous to you and your 
" pofterity ; and we will not fail, in propor-* 
^* tion as your zeal difplays itfelf, to increafe 
** our good- will. 

**Odtober3i, 1765, Catmarihe.'* 

The Society confifts of a prefident ^ who ii 
changed every four months ) and of ah indfefi- 
nite number of hiembers, The cindidate fat 
admiflion muft be propofed by three mem- 
bers ; and ftands reje<aed or admittied by thd 
majojri^ of the pcrfons prefent. The Society 
is chiefly fupported by the voluntary cohtri-f 
butions of its members, many of whom are 
pcrfons of the firft diftinftion and fortune. 
Their number, in 1781, amounted to 179. 
The aflembly meets regularly once in thb 
AVeek, when the papers on agriculture and 
limilar fubjefts are read : thdfe which are 
thought worthy of publication are printed at 
the eniprefs's expence, and the profits of the 
fale are given to thte Society, The wbrk is 
fold at a very low price 5 arid twelve copies are 
forwarded gratis to the governors of iedch pro- 
' yince, in order to be diftributed in the feve- 
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ral governments. The Tranfadlions ard either 
written or trinflated into the Ruffian Ian- 
guage, and are printed in odavo. The original 
titk was " Treatifes of the Oeconomical So- 
** ciety/' which confift of thirty parts, in ten 
volumes. The firft part was put forth in 1 765^ 
*and the laft in 1775* Th6 title h?is fince been 
altered into *• Continuation of the Treatifes,'* 
&e. ; and the work, inftead of being pub- 
lifhed three times in the year, comes out only 
occafionally. Since this alteration, the firft 
volume made its appearance in 1769, and the 
fecond in 1780 *. 

This Society gives annual prizes, confifting 
of gold ^hd filver medals, or moneys fome^ 
times to the amount of £. 140, for the beft 
folutions of certain queftiohs relative to agri- 
culture, for difcoveriiig improvements in huf- 
bandry, &c. 

The emprefsj iii the true fpirit of this in- 
ftilution, fends feveral young men into Eng- 
land, in order to ftudy pradical agriculture. 
They are chiefly recommended to Arthur 

♦ For an account of this Society, fee Schmidt's Nach- 
richt von der Freyen Oecon. Gcfelk, in bis Beytrage ; 
Bachm. RuiF. Bib. paffim; and the Abhandlungen der 
Frey. Gef. or the German Tranflation of thefe Tranf- 
A^ons. 

6 Young, 
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Young, Efq. who has diftinguifhed himfelf 
by many excellent works on various branches 
of hufbandry ; and who was elefted in the 
moft honourable manner a member of this 
fociety. 

Catharine likewife his lately formed an 
eftablifhment for the . iniprovement of agri- 
culture, which is as fingular in its kind, as it 
is • calcvilated to be highly beneficial to the 
country. X^e defign was planned by Mr. 
Samborfki, a clergyman of great learning and 
abilities, who ftudied agriculture for feve- 
ral years in England ; and who accompanied 
the great-duke during his late tour, that he 
might obferve the different modes of farming 
in the feveral countries through which he 
pafTed. The plan, which is now carrying into 
execution, is as follows : 

At Sophifk, about three quarters of a mile 
frpm Tzarfko-Tzelo, a farm of a thoufand 
acres is provided with dwelling-houfes, and 
other neceflary buildings. In this fpot Mr. 
Samborlk^i, and the young men who have been 
educated in England, are to be fettled. Every 
fpecies of hufbandry is to be introduced ; and 
ledtures upon the theory and practice of agri- 
culture are to be given. From each feminary 
of the empire two children of priefls, who . arq 

likely 
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likely to fucceed their fathers in their bene- 
fices, are to be placed in this rural eftablifhment, 
that they may rehder themfelves acquainted 
with the oeconomy of a farm ; and be able, in 
due time, to inftru<ft their pariihioners. Any 
nobleman, who is defirous to improve his pea- 
fants in this branch of knowledge, will be 
permitted to fend one to Sophifk. The whole 
is to be under the prote(9:ion and infpedtion of* 
the emprefs. As this uncommon and curious 
eftablifhment was formed fince my departure 
from Ruffia, I am incapable of laying any 
further information before the reader. I can 
only add, that Mr. Samborlki has carried from 
Mr. Young's houfe, in Suffolk, ploughs, har-^ 
rows, and other implements of agriculture ; 
and is now employed in fettling and regulat- 
ing the farm of Sophifk. 

In Peterfburgh there are two feminaries for 
the education of the nobility : the one for 
males is called Corps de Cadets ; and the other 
for females is denominated Le Convent des De^ 
moifelles Nobles. 

The houfe appropriated for the feminary of 
the land cadets, was formerly a palace belong- 
ing to prince Mentchikof, and is lituated in 
the Vaflili Oftrof. The number of perfons 
f^fiding in this houfe, including the cadets^ 

amounts 



t^S TRAVELS INTO RUSSIA. B. 5, 

amounts to at leaft 2000. This inftitution 
owes its firft origin to the emprels Anne, by 
the advice of marflial Munic ; but it has been 
fo much improved, ?nd the fund fo confider* 
ably enlarged, by Catharine II. that her ma-^ 
jefty may almoft be called its fbundrefs. Its 
annual income is J^. 30,000, for the reception 
of 600 boys. 

In the month of November 1778, when I 
vifited this fchool, there were 480. nobles, and 
64 gymnafiafts, or children of inferior ranks, 
who are defigned to be tutors to noblemen's 
children, and are inftruded in claffical litera- 
ture. The former are chiefly intended for the 
army, and are drefTed in uniforms ; a few ex* 
cepted, who follow a civil line. The children 
are admitted at the age of fix, and remain 
iifteen years : they are divided into five claf- 
fes, and learn French, German, arithmetic, 
fortification, tadtics, hiftory, geography, &c^ 
They alfo receive leflbns in dancing, fencing, 
and riding, and fome in drawing and mufic* 
The boys whofe genius prompts them to fuch 
iludies, are provided with maftcrs in the Latin, 
Engiifh, and Tartar tongues. The cadets are 
divided into a certain number of companies j 
and are regularly trained to military exercifes. 
During fix weeks in the fummer they form 

an 
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an encampment near the town ; are review-r 
ed ; and perform all the manoeuvres of war* 
Prizes are annually diftributed among thoie 
who excel, as well in their refpedlive ftudics 
and employments, as in their exercifcs : thefe 
prizes confift of books, gold and filver medak^ 
ribbands, and ftars. Of thofe whofe merit ha* 
entitled them to fix prizes, three are annually 
feleded for the purpofe of travelling into fo- 
reign countries, with an allowance to each of 
jT. 120 per annum. 

The boys are all brought up in the hardieflk 
manner ; they are not, even in winter, clad in 
furs, nor always indulged in the ufe of ftoves. 
They are habituated to all kinds of exsercifes, 
and particularly to running and leaping: I 
iaw fonae of the largeft cadets engaged in theCs 
manly diverfions. At the further end of a 
krge hall ftood a leathern horfe, the higheft 
part of which was at leaft fix feet : they leaped 
over it in every diredion ; fprung over it« 
head ; vaulted upon its back ; turned them^ 
felves round upon it ; poifed themfelves upoq. 
theiF hands, with their head upon the faddJe 
and their feet in th^ air; and then threw 
themfelves from that .pofture; uf on the floor 
on their legs ; with many fimilar feats, which 
Aey performed with as much eafe and agility 

as 
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as the moft expert tumblers. Thefe exercifee 
arc of great ufe in ftretching their limbs ^ 
opening their chefts ; and rendering them ro- 
buft and adHve. In every department great 
attention is paid to cleanlinefs ; and, in con- 
fequence of this care, the boys are remarkably 
healthy. 

Once or twice in the vvrinter, the cadets 
are permitted to give a mafqueradc and ball 
to the principal nobility. On this occafion, 
fome of the young ladies from the female fe- 
minary are generally invited as partners for 
the upper boys. One of thefe entertainments, 
at which we were prefent, was condu<9:ed with 
great elegance and propriety. 

The feminary for the education of the fe- 
male nobility, ufually called Le Convent des . 
DemoifeHes Nobles, is fituated at the extremity 
of the fuburbs of Alexander Neviki. The edi- 
fice, which is a large quadrangular building, 
was built by Elizabeth, and intended for a 
nunnery; but was wifely converted to its 
prefent ufe by Catharine 11. Her Majefty 
has endowed it with a falary of jT. 16,000 per 
annum. It was firft opened for the recep- 
tion of children in 1764 : the foundation is 
for 200 nobles, and 240 bourgeoifesy as they 
are called^ or children of lower rank. To 

thefe 
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thefe the emprefs has added 50 fupernumerary 
Tiobles, called penjionaires ; and Mr, Betfkoi, 
the humane director of all thefe ufeful foci- 
eties for education, fupports 40 bourgeoifes at 
his own private expence. The girls are ad- 
mitted between the age of five and fix, and 
quit the feminary about eighteen. Formerly 
the young^ ladies and the bourgeoifes were 
brought up in the fame manner, without the 
leaft attention to their diflference of rank and 
fortune ; but this plan is wifely amended, and 
they now receive education more adapted to 
their refpedive fituations in life. They are 
both divided into four clafiTes. The firfl: clafs 
is habited in white, the fecond in light brown, 
the third in green, and the loweft in choco- 
late. The drefs of the bourgeoifes is coarfer 
than that of the young ladies : the firft clafs 
of the latter wear alfo black handkerchiefs 
and green aprons ; while the others are clothed 
entirely in white. The whole fociety learn 
reading, writing, accounts, and all kinds of 
Ijeedle-work. The young ladies are feparately 
inftrufted in hiftory and geography : they ob-' 
tain, befide a grammatical knowledge of their 
* native, tongue, the French, German, and Ita- 
lian languages ; and receive leflbns in danc- 
ing, mufic, and. drawing, according to the 

bept 
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bent of their genius. In the room of tfaefe 
accomplifliments the bourgeoifes are employed* 
in the management of hoiifehold affairs ; they 
prepare. and wafli their own linen; are taught 
to make bread ; and are trained to the art of 
cookery. One of the apartments was hung 
\Vith the defigns, paintings, charts, genealo-. 
gical tables, and other trophies of the inge- 
nuity of the young ladies. Prizes are annu- 
ally diftributed among thofe who diftingui(h 
themfelves 5 they corifift chiefly of ribbands^ 
which are worn in bows at their fides. 

On the day in which we,;ifited this noble 
foundation, a hundred poor women dined in 
the hall, and Were attended by the oldeft mem- 
bers of the feminary . The young ladies dif- 
tributed to each perfon a fmall filver coiny 
and a few yards of linen. This ceremony was 
inftituted to inculcate in their tender minds 
an attention to the poor, and z, rcadinefs to 
relieve human diftreis. 

The quadrangular building contains an ele-- 
gant theatre, in which the young ladies occa-' 
fionally adt plays • We were prefent at a re-* 
prefcintation, and were greatly entertained with 
the performance. The theatre is an elegant 
circular room, neatly painted with- trees in- 
the form of a landfcape, and feemei capable' 
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X3rf containing about 400' fpeftators. The 
pieces were. La Servanh MaitreJTe, and UOra-- 
cle ; both performed in the French tongue j 
the firft by young ladies of about fixteen or 
Seventeen years of age, and the laft by thofe 
of about ten or twelve. Both parties afted 
with 'fpirit ; and difplayed great propriety 
i>oth in their gefture and elocution. I was 
greatly aftoniflied at the furprifing purity 
with which they pronounced the French 
tongue. The reprefentation was concluded by 
a ballet, and various dances, adapted to the 
ages and ftrength of the feveral performers. 
The national dance was introduced. It is 
executed by two perfons, who continue nearly 
on the fame fpot ; but uie a variety of actions 
with the arms, body, and head^ while their 
flioulders are elevated and deprefled in exadt 
meafure. It is expreflive of a courtfhip ; firft 
ianguifhing looks, coynefs, refufal, and invi- 
tation, &c, and at length, after the two dancers 
have once or twice changed places, they make 
a couple of circles brilkly, and conclude with 
an embrace* ' 

After the play was a ball and . fupper, to 
which were admitted fevers^l of the nobi-- 
lity and foreign gentlemen, and a few of the 
cadets. About twelve, a collation was ferved 

Vol. III. ^ R upon. 
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upon feveral tables, at which parties promif- 
cuoufly ranged themfelves. As I was walk* 
ing about the room, one of the young ladies 
obferving a foreigner unprovided with a feat, 
quitted the table where fhe was fitting, and 
politely invited me to make one of their com- 
pany ; an invitation I immediately accepted. 
I withdrew, with the reft of the company, 
about two o*clock in the morning, highly de- 
lighted with the eafe and innocent vivaci^ 
of my fiiir entertainers ; whofe politenefs and 
afiability beipoke the elegant fpirit of the in- 
iUtution. 
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Anecdotes ofprofejfor Pallas.*— U/> traveh and 
works ^ — Circumjiances of Dr. Samuel Gme^ 
linV death k — Memoirs of Guldenftaedt. — 
His travels into Georgia and Imeretk.— <- 
Reception at the courts of the princes Hera- 
clius and SoXomon.^^ Works of Gulden*- 
ftaedt. 

THE * prefent learned and eminent na-^ 
turalift and traveller. Dr. Pallas of Pc- 
terfburgh, is fon of Simon Pallas, profeflbr of 
furgery at Berlin, and firft furgeon of the Cha-- 
rity Ho^ital in that city. Simon Pallas, the 
father, made himfelf known among the wri- 
ters of phyfic, by a Treatife on the Opera- 
tions of Surgery, publifhed in 1763 3 and by 
a Supplement to it. On the Difeafes of the 
Bowels, in 1 770 ; in which yea;* he died, at 
|heageof76. 

Peter ^ Simon Pallas, the fon, waa bom in 

* I am indebted for a great part of this account of 
Mr. Pallas to the ingenious Dr. Pulteney, well known to 
Ac puUic by his ** General View of die Writings of Lifl- 
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1741 ; he received the early part of his educa- 
tion at Berlin; and in the year 1750 was fent to 
Gottingen. He afterwards purfued his ftudies 
in Holland, and in the year 1760 took his 
degree of dodtor of phyfic at Leyden ; on which 
occafion he wrote a very ingenious trcatiie 
under the title of DiJJertatio inauguralis de in- ' 
fejiis viventibus intra viventia. In this tradt 
the author appears to have taken great pains 
to diftinguifh thefe noxious animals 5 and has 
with fingular accuracy defcribed, particularly, 
thofe worms which are found in the human 
body. The talents of the author probably re- 
commended him very early to the favour and 
patronage of the celebrated Gaubius, at that 
time principal profeffor of phyfic at I^eyden : 
' through his recommendation and intereft, hfc 
feems to have obtained a fettlement at the 
Hague, where we find him in 1766; when 
lie publifhed a much-efteemed work under the 
title of Elenchus Zoophytorum. 

The attention which Dr. Pallas had be- 
ftowed on the Zoophytes, or animal-plants*, 
in the inveftigation of the worms which in- 
feft the human, body, and particularly the 
uncommon nature of the taniay or tape- 
worm, as he acknowlecjges, feems to have led 
him into this line of natural fciente, and 
■ : - in 
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in which he has (hewn a great degree of ac* 
curacy, and furprifing induftry. In this work, 
which is printed in odlavo, pp. 451, after 
having treated on the nature of thefe ambi- 
guous kinds of animals in a general way, and 
given the various opinions of authors relating 
to the place they ought to hold in the Syftem 
of Nature, he defcribes, from his own infpec- 
tion, more than 270 fpecies of thofe worms 
and animalcules, which are known under the 
various generical names of polypes, corals, ma- 
drepores, corallines, fea-pens, tcema, or tape- 
worm, fponges, fea-fans, &c. 

The free accefs which he had to the mufeum 
of the prince of Orange, and other curious 
colle(ftions in Holland, enabled him to enrich 
his work with the defcription of a great va- 
riety of thefe productions, which were brought 
from l^oth Indies. He has defcribed each fpe^ 
cies at large, and given it a new name, cha- 
radteriftic of its real diftindtions : and (what 
efpecially increafes the value of his work) he 
has, with wonderful induftry, extricated, as 
far as poffible, the fynonyms of /ormer au- 
thors, both ancient and modern ; thus ren- 
dering his book highly ufeful to ^hofe who are 
curious in this branch of natural hiftoiy. 

That our author's charad^r as a man of 

R 3 fciencc 
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fcience muft have been well cftablifhed, even 
before the publication of this book, may fairly 
be inferred from his being eleded member of 
the Royal Society of London, on the 7th of 
June 1764, and of the Imperial Academy be- 
fore that time. It is probable that the credit 
of his works occafioned the removal of the 
author to his native city, where he was refi- 
4ent in 1 767 : in the fame year he was in- 
vited, by the emprefs of Ruffia, to accept the 
proieflbrfhip of natual hiftory at Peterfburgh ; 
and was, at the fame time, made infpedor of 
the mufeum. 

The fovereigns of Ruflia had at various 
times deputed learned and ikilful men to vifit 
the moft diftant provinces of their vaft em- 
pire ; with a view to enlarge thcrhounds of 
fcience, and exteM the knowledge of ufefiil 
arts among the nanxes. About the time of our 
audior's eftablifhment^t Peterfburgh, two of 
^efe expeditions had been planned : Dr. S. 
G^elin had the conduft of one -, and Pallas 
was'^^laced at the head of the other, with 
Meflrs. Falk, Lepekin, and Guldejiftaedt, as 
his aflbciates, 

Mr. Pallas quitted Peterfburgh in the month 
of June ,1768, pafTed through Mofcow, Vlodi- 
piir, Kafimof, Murom, Arfamas, to Cafan; 

and, 
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and, having examined great part of that pro* 
vince, wintered at Simbirfk. From thence he 
departed in March of the following year ; and 
penetrated through Samara, and Orenburgh, 
as far as Gurief, a fmall Ruffian fortrefs, fitu- 
ated at the mouth of the river Yaic, or Ural. 
There he examined the confines of Galmuc 
Tartary, and the neighbouring fhores of the 
Cafpian ; and, returning through the pro- 
vince of Orenburgh, paflcd the fecond winter 
at Ufa. After feveral expeditions in the ad- 
jacent parts of that province, he left Vh on 
the 1 6th of May 1770 ; profccuted his route 
through the Uralian mountains to Catharinen- 
biirgh ; vifited the mines of that diftrid ; pro- 
ceeded to Tcheliabinfk, a fmall fortrefs in the 
government of Orenburgh ; and in December 
made an excurfion as far as Tobolfk. The 
next year he was employed in traverfing the 
Altai Mountains, and in tracing the courfe pf 
the Irtifh up to Omfk and Kolyvan 5 where 
having infpedted the celebrated filver-mincs, 
he made for Tomfk ; and finifhed that year's 
expedition at Krafnoyarfk, a town upon the 
Yenisei. In that place, fituated only in the 
56 th degree of north latitude, the cold was fo 
intenfe, that the learned profefTor was witnefs 
to the natural freezing of quickfilver ; which 
curious phsenomenon he has minutely de- 

R 4 fcribed. 
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fcribed *. From Kra^oyarfk he iiflued oin the 

7th of March 1772 5 and proceed by Irkutik^i 

and acrofs the Lake Baikal, to Udinfkj, Se- 

lengiaflc, and I^akta^ where the trade between 

Ruiiia ai>d China is principally carried on^ 

Having penetrated into that part of Dauria 

Avhich is fituated in the fbuth-cafternmoft part 

of Siberia, he journeyed between the rivers 

Ingoda and Argoon, at no great diftance from 

the Amoor : thence tracing the lines which 

feparate the Ruffian empire from the Mongol 

hordes dependent upon China, he returned tQ 

Selenginik; and again wintered at Krafnoy- 

arfk. In the fummpr of 1773 he vifited Tara,, 

Yaitfk, and Aftracan; and concluded that 

year's route at Tzaritzin, a town upOA the 

Volga ^ from whence he continued his journey 

\a the enfuing fpring, and arrived at Peterf- 

burgh on the 30 th of July 1774, after an ab- 

fcnce of fix years. 

The account of this extenfive and intereiling 
tour was publiflied by Mr. Pallas, in three 
parts "f, containing 2004. pages, in f^ve vor 
lume§ in quarto, which has greatly coptri- 

* See Pallas Reife, P. III. p. 417—419 ; and a tranf- 
lotion of this remarkable pafiage, in V. I. p. 227 of Che- 
mical EiTayS) by Dr. Watfon, bifhop of LandafF. 

t Reife durch verfchiedenen Provinzen d^ Ruffifch?^ 

Rejchs. 

buted 
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butcd to extern! his fame and eftabliih his cha« 
rt€ter. The author, in this valuable work, 
l\as entered into a geographical a^nd topogra- 
phical defcription of the provinces, tovnis, and 
villages which he viiited in his tour, accom- 
panied with an accurate account of their an- 
tiquities, hiftory, produdions, and compiercc. 
He has difcriminated many of the triheis who 
wander over the various diftridts, apd near the 
ponfihes of Siberia ; and detailed, vsdth pecu-. 
liar precilion, their cuftoms, manners, and 
languages : he has alfo rendered his traveU 
invaluable to the naturalift, from the many 
important difcoveries in the animal, vegetable, 
and mineral kingdoms, with which he has 
enriched the fcience of natural hiftory. Thefe 
travels are written in the German language ; 
but the author has added to each part an ap-^ 
pendix in the Latin tongue, which contain 
395 fcicntific defcriptions of feveral quadru*- 
peds, birds, filh, infefts, and plants. He has 
alfo greatly contributed to increafe the utility 
of his performance by 9 charts, and 123 en- 
gravings of various antiquities, of feveral Tar- 
tar drefTes and idols, and of many animals 
and plants. The curious naturaliflis and phi-? 
lofbphers of England could not fail confider- 
ing a tranflatlon of thefe travels, and thoie 

of 
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of Georgi, Lepekin, and Gmclin, the two 
former whereof were made, and the latter 
were printed, under the infpedtion of Pallas, 
as a valuable addition to our knowledge of 
thofe diftant parts of the globd. 

Expeditions of this kind into inhofpitable 
regions, among vagrant and almoft barbarous 
nations, are full of danger ; as had been fuf-« 
ficiently experienced, particularly in that un- 
dertaken by MuUer, and Gmelin the elder, 
in the reign of the emprefs Anne ; and no- 
thing but the moft extenfive ardour for fciencc 
can ilimulate men to fuch undertakings. In 
that expedition M. De Tlfle and Steller pe- 
ri(hed ; and, as if thefc fchemes were deftined 
to ill fate, Dr* S, Gmelin, after having loft 
many of his papers and collections, funk un- 
der grief and difeafe, and expired in a imall 
village of Mount Caucafus, in 1774: Falk 
died in the courfe of the journey ; and pro- 
feflbr Lowitz was wantonly maflacred by the 
inhuman Pugatchef. 

Mr. Pallas fortunately rfeturned, but not 
without having endured many hardihips, and 
having narrowly efcapcd from the moft im- 
minent dangers 3 as we may conclude by the 
- manner in which he finifhes the account of 
his travels. ^* And on the 30th of July I 

** reached 
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** reached Peterfburgh, with a very enfeebled 
•* body and grey hairs, though only in the 
three-and- thirtieth year of my age; but yet 
much ftronger than when I was in Siberia % 
and full of grateful acknowledgements to 
** Providence, for having hitherto preferved 
*' ^d delivered me from numberlefs perils/^ 

Mr, Pallas, known to the generality of tl» 
Englifh readers only as a great naturalift, de- 
fences a confiderable place among thofe wri- 
ters who have fucceeded in developing the 
complicated hiflory of the roving tribes that 
are fcattered over thofe extenlive regions which 
ftretch from the heart of Siberia to the nor- 
thern limits of India. The profefTor has, in a 
recent publication, intitled. Collections upon 
the Political, Phyfical, and Civil Hiflory of 
the Mongol Tribes *, thrown new light upon 
the annals of a people, whofe anceftors con- 
quered Ruffia, China, Perfia, and Indoflan ; 
and, at more than one period, eftablifhed, per- 
haps, a larger empire than ever was poflefTed 
by any finale nation. The materials for this 
publication he collefted, partly during an in- 
tercourle with the Mongols, Burats, and Cal-* 

♦■ Samlungen Hift, Nacbrlchten uebcr Mongolifcbcn 
VoIkcrchaften» 

7 mucs. 
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mvics, and partly from the communications of 
Muller and Gmelin. * 

Hitherto moft authors who have written 
upon thefe Afiatic hordes, have called them 
all indifcriminately by the name of Tartars ; 
but this erroneous appellation is redtifie^ hy 
Mr. Pallas, w^ho proves unqueftionably that 
the Mongol tribes are a diftind: race from the 
Tartars ; that they differ from them in their 
features, language, and government ; and re- 
femble them in nothing but in a fimilar in- 
clination to a roving life. This primitive na- 
tion of Alia, whofe origin, hiftory, and pre- 
fent ftate form the fubjeft of this interefting 
work, dates its celebrity from its founder Zin- 
ghis Khan ; whofe exploits and fovereignty 
have been already mentioned. When his vaft 
dominions fell to pieces under his fucceifors 
in the i6th century ^ the Mongol and Tartar 
hordes, whq had compofed one empire, again 
feparated, and have lince continued diftinft 
^nd independent. The Mongol hordes Mr, 
Pallas divides into three principal branches, 
chilled Mongols, Oerats or Calmucs, and Bu- 
rats ; and each of thefe he'feparately defcribes 
with that precilion and accuracy which dif- 
tinguifh all his writings. This volume, de- 
fcribing their hiftorical, civil, and political 

flate. 
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ftate. Is to be followed by a fecond ; that will 
contain a very circumftantial account of their 
religious eftablifhment, which confifts in the 
worfhip of the Dalai Lama. It is the religion 
of Thibet, and of the Manlhur fovereigns who 
now fit upon the throne of China. " A work,'* 
as Mr. Tooke juftly obferves, '^ that will en- 
«' rich the ftock of human knowledge with 
*' difcoveries, the greateft part entirely new, 
** and which ho perfon but Mr. Pallas is able 
** to communicate *." 

In the fame year in which the profeflbr 
prihted his Elenchus 'Zoophytorum^ he alfo pub- 
liflied a treatife und^r the title of Mifcellanea 
Zoologica quibus novce imprimis at que obfcura Ani-^ 
malium species defcribuntur y et Obfervati^nibus 
Iconibufque illujirantur . Hagae Com. pp. ii8, 
with 14 copper-plates. This work is in a 
great meafure incorporated into a fubfequent 
publication, made the next year on his return 
to Berlin, intitled, Spicilegia Zoologica*, and 
which has been continued in numbers, or faf- 
ciculi, at uncertain periods, until 1780, when 
the 14th was delivered. It contains, befide 
the letter-prefs, 72 plates, and has reflefted 
the higheft credit upon the author, as a moft 

♦ Tooke's RufEa Illuftratai Introd. p. cxi. 

« 
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cartful obferver and critic in zoology. It 
comprehends a rich magazine of knowledge 
for future writers, not only from the great 
number of new animals difcovered in confer 
quence of his travels through the RufSan em* 
pire ; but alfo from a vaft fund of new obfer* 
vations on thofe before known, and particu- 
larly from the light he has thrown upon the 
defqent of feveral of the domefticated kindsj 
the origin of which had been hitherto in- 
volved in the utpioft obfcurity. The works 
of count BufFon, the illuilrious French zoo- 
logif):, amply tefHfy the labours of Pallas in 
the fupplcmentary volumes -, and our own ex-^ 
cellent writer on the fame fubjedl, Mr. Pen- 
nant, makes frequent acknowledgements of 
his obligations to the fame fource, particularly 
for his new edition of the Synopfis of Quad-* 
rupeds ; having received from Mr. Pallas con- 
fiderable additions and corrections^ communi- 
cated in a long feries of letters. 

In June 1777 the learned profefTor read be- 
fore the Academy of Peterfburgh, in a meeting 
at which the king of Sweden was prefent, a 
Diflertation on the Formation of Mountains, 
jmd the Changes which this Globe has undcTrt 
gone, more particularly as it appears in the 
Ruffian empire. This cujipus treatife, writ- 
ten 
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ten in the French tongue, was printed at St* 
Peterfburgh; and a tranflation of it is given 
by Mr. Tooke in his Ruffia lUuftrata, In 
1778 he publifhed Novte Species ^adrupedum 
e Glirium Ordine. This performance, printed 
at Erlang in quarto, contains 388 pages and 
27 plates, and defcribes numbers of the rat 
genus and their anatomy. In 178 1 he brought 
out Enumeratio Plantarum qua in Horto Pro^ 
copii a Demidof Mofcud vigent (Pet. odlavo) ; 
or. Catalogue of the Plants in Mr. Demidof 's 
jGardens at Mofcow ; and in the fame year he 
gave to the public two volumes, in odavo, of 
an interefting work in the German tongue, 
called, Neue Nordifche Beytragej &c. or New 
Northern CoUedlions on various Subje(fts of 
Geography, Natural Hiftory, and Agricul- 
ture ; which, amongft other diflertations, con- 
tain the following by himfelf ; 

Defcription of the Tangut Buffalo, together with ge- 
neral obfervations on the wild fpecied of oxen; from the 
French, by the fame author, in the New Commentaries 
of the Academy, accompanied with an engraving. — Na- 
tural hiftory of the Koriak, a fpecies of little fox, found in 
the fouthem deferts of Middle Afia«— 'Remarks upon tape- 
worms in men and animals, with engravings. In this 
diilertation he 'continues his obfervations upon diefe noxi- 
ous animals which he had made in his Dijfertatio Inau* 
guralit.1 and even accurately defcribes 2t difljn£l fpecies. 
•—Comparifon of certain mortal diftempers obferved in 

Sweden, 



Sweden, Jluffia, Siberia, and the neighbouring defert% 
iH^iidi nwy be comprehended under the general name of" 
gangrenous boils. — Remarks upon that chain of the Swedifh 
mountains which ftretches between the White Sea and the 
Lakes Onega and Ladoga.— Defcription of the bones of 
large exotic animals found buried in the government of 
Cafen,— Accounts of Thibet, from the relations of feme 
Tangut Lamas {priefts] among the Mongols of Selen^ 
ginfk. — Defcription of the mountain Altai, from a Chinefe 
book, tranflated in 1759 by Roflbkin, &c.' — ^Journal of an 
expedition* over the ice, made by Andreef, Leontief, and 
LyfToff, to the Bear Iflands in the Frozen Ocean, near the 
mouth of the Kovyma. — Gec^raphical defcription of the 
river Anadyr, and the rivulets which it receives.'—Parti- 
cular accounts of the Tchutfki promontory, and the neigh- 
bouring iflands, tranflated from the Rui(lian.<^Account of 
the Journal of captain -Krenitzin and Levaflief from 
Kamtcbatka to the New Difcovcred Iflands, as for as 
Alafka, on the American Continent ; from Coxe's Ruffian 
Difcoveries. — On the difcoveries in the Eaftern Ocean 
between Siberia and America, with a chart of the faid 
difcoveries.— Short defcription of the ceremonies obfcrved 
from the 22d of June 1729, to the 12th of July,inthe vil- 
lage of Urga upon the river Elbina, at the new birth of the 
Kutukta, one of the moft celebrated prrefts ambng the 
Mongols.— Defcription* of the art ftill pra6Hfed at Aftra- 
can of preparing fhagreen.— On the migration of the large 
Water-mice (mus atnphibius)^ generally called water-rat, 
upon the Volga, 

The fecond volume contains the following 
treatifes : 

Defcription of die djhigtial^ Or wild-miile, found in the 
deferts of Middle Afia, from the Eatin account of the 

• A chart of this expedition is given in the Ruffian Difcoveries. 

iame 
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fame author in the New Comnlentarie$^ with a coloured 
figure. — Obfervation on the onager of the anti^its^ or thfe 
Wild-afs, from the French, in A(3r. Acad. Pet. for 1777, 
with an engraving of the animal*-— Account of two Ame^ 
rican monkeys (Simia Jacchus)^ which have propagated 
their breed at Peterfturgh. — Defcription of the Surinaok 
herofl^ or arded helias^ with a coloured engraving.— Re- 
marks on tape-worms, in regard to the 12th and 14th ar^ 
tide in the Naturforfcher.^^Jonm?! of the route of a ca« 
i'avanjin 17^7 and 1728, from Kiakta to Pekin, under the 
dire<Elion of the agent Laurence LangeV— ^Journal of the 
route of a caravan^ in 1736, from Zurukaitu through Mon^t* 
golia to Pekim — Geographical and hiftorical defcription of 
Pekin.-^Remarks upon the Labrador ftone. — Topogra- 
phical and phyfical defcription of Beering^s Bland, ex» 
tradled from Steller's papers.-^Short defcription of Copper 
Ifland) extrafted from the papers of Peter Yakovflaf, who 
failed there in 1755. — Account of a four years voyage to 
the iflands between Afia ana America, made in 1772 by 
Demetri Bfagin, and communicated to Mr. Pallas at 
Irkutfk.— *ExtraA from a journal of a voyage made by 
Ivan Solovicf, in 1770 to 1778, to the American promon* 
tory called Alafka. 

The third volume^ which made its appear- 
ance in 1782, contains thefe treatifes by Mr^ 
Pallas. 

Defcription ot two remarkable ^outh-Ameritan birds* 
the Cuculus Tenehrofm^ and P icus JlTtnutijffmus.^^ Accoxuit 6t 
Danid GbtKeb MefTerfchmidt's feven years journey tht'oiigh 
Siberia. — Route from Kiof to Conftantinople in the 'year 
1714, trahflated from the Ruffiam — ^Journal of a voyage, 
in 1775, to explore the coaft of America north of Ca- 
lifornia, by the Second Pilot of the Spanifh fleet, Don 
t^^rancifco Antonro MaurcUe, in the king*s fchooncr Sononi, 
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icoB(itfia|ided by Don John Francifco de U Bodega. — Ex* 
tra<S from SaUcoPs Journal of a Voyage to the wcftern- 
coafts of America. — Conje£tures on the origin of the Ame* 
ricans.— Short extra^ from the Hiftory of Georgia.— 
£)efcription of the folemn burning of a lama, or prieft's 
body. 

- In 1782 he put forth two Ja/ciculi, or num- 
bers, of Icones InfeSlarum prafertim RuJJia 
JSiberiaque peculiarium, &€• quarto, Erlang ;; 
or. Figures of Infeds, principally of thofe 
which are peculiar to Ruflia and Siberia, ac- 
companied with defcriptions and illuftrations^ 
Thefe two numbers treat of the fcarabai^ 
curculionesy tenebrionesj bupejires^ meloedes, ce^ 
rambycesy with fix plates, containing coloured 
figures of 180 infeds of thofe genera. 

By intelligence received during the courfe 
of laft year, we find that he is employed in 
the arrangement and publication of a fplendid 
work, which is to be executed at the em- 
prefs's expence, and is to contain the entire 
botany of the Ruffian empire.. It is to be em- 
belliihed with feveral hundred plates of the 
more ufeful or fcarce plants. It will be of 
the large fized paper, and will be delivered out 
in numbers. 

t Exclufive of thefe feparate piiblications, he 
has likewife read before the Imperial Academy 
the following dilTertiations, which have been 

^ ^ printed 



printed in the Tf^trfa<ftiofts of that learned 
body* 

Defcriptio tubularia fungofa^ p^iipc Wolodimerum^ menji 
yulio 1768, fihfervata,-^De ojj^s Siberia fcrfJiKhus craneisj 
prafertim rhinocerotum dtque huffahrum^ ohfervaiiones.'-^Dif 
reliquiis ammalium exotkorum per j^am berealem reperth 
tomplementum.^^Obfef^aM de dentibus molaribus fofftlibui 
ignoti animali^ icd ad XJrahnfe jugum repertis. The 
extraordinary fiifts mentioned in thefe three treatifcs on 
the fo^ bones, fkull^, and other parts of the rhinos 
Cerosy elephant, and bul&lo, foiind ih varioas {iarts dt 
Siberia, have been already rdated.— ^D^n^rifl Leporii 
PuJtlli.-^DeJiriptiones !^adrupeduifh et Avium anno 1769 
riferi>aiorum. Equus Hemionus^^Teirah Arenaria'—ha'^ 
terta Apadai^^Additamtntum Difl de Crimi» jRMn. Zcc.'^^ 
ObfirvattMes circc Myrmecophagam J^canani ad Didd^ 
phidisnovarrl fpecieifLy Scc-^DefcripMn du Bt^e a queue de 
cheval pretedee d*obfervations generates fur les efpicei faw ^ 
vages du gros betaih'^Obfervatians fur P/me dxcnsfon etdtt 
fauvagt^ oufur le v^riiable Ondgrs des anciem *; 

It cannot biit be pleafing to the lowers of 
fcienee to be informed, that Mr. Pallas has 
been lately diftinguifhed with a mark of im- 
perial favour^ being appointed member of the 
board of mines, with an additional appoints 
Xttcnt oi J^i 209 per annum^ 

As the care of putting into drder and pub-a 
tifliing the papers of Gmelin and Guldenftaedt 

^ Tbefe {cferal treatifcs are in the lith^ tjlfr; f^th, lytfi, and 
^4^ Vols. oftkeNmComi|a^»i4fiHli» Aftli l9i:;tn#» P^t U. 
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is configned to Mr. Palks ; I flull clofe thb 
chapter with a (hort account of thofe learned 
profeflbrs. 

Dr. Samuel Gmelin, profcflbr at Tubin- 
gen, and afterwards member of the Imperial 
Academy of Sciences at Peterfburgh, com- 
menced his travels in June 1768; and hav- 
ing traveried the provinces of Mofcow, Voro- 
netz. New Ruflia, Azof, Cafan, and Aftra- 
can, he vifited, in the years 1770 and 1771, 
the different harbours of the Cafpian -, and 
examined with peculiar attention thofe parta 
of the Perfian provinces which border upon 
that fea 5 of which he has given a circum- 
ftantial account in the three volumes of hia 
travels already publiihed. Aftuated by a zeal 
for extending his obfervations, he attempted 
to pafs through the wcftern provinces of Per- 
fia, which are in a perpetual ftate of warfare, 
an4 infefted by numerous banditti. 

Upon this expedition he quitted, in the 
month of April 1772, Einzellee, a fmall trad- 
ing place in Ghilan, upon the fouthern fhorc 
of the Cafpian ; and, on account of many dif-^ 
ficulties and dangers, did not, until the fe* 
cond of December 1773, reach Sallian, a town 
fituated upon the mouth of the river Koor. 
From thence he proceeded to Baku and Kuba^ 

4 ia 
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in the province of Shirvan ; where he met 
with a friendly reception from Ali Feth Khan, 
the fovereign of that diftrid:. After he had 
been joined by twenty Uralian Coflacs, and 
when he was only four days journey from th^ 
Ruffian fortrefs Kiflar -, he and his compa- 
nions were, on the 5 th of February 1774, ar- 
retted by order of Ufm^i Khan, a petty Tar- 
tar prince, through whole territories he was 
obliged to pafs, Ufmei urged as a pretence 
for this arreft, that thirty years ago feveral fa- 
milies had efcaped from his dominions, and 
had found an afylum in the Ruffian territories; 
adding, that Gmelin Ihould not be releafed 
until thefe families were reftored. The pro- 
feflbr was removed from prifon to priibn ; 
and at length, wearied out with continual per- 
fecutions, he expired on the 27th of July at 
Achmet-Kent, a village of Mount Caucafus : 
his death was occafioned partly by vexation 
for the lofs of feveral papers and colledtions, 
and partly by diforders contracted from the 
fatigues of his long journey. Some of his pa- 
pers had been fent to Kiflar during his im- 
prifonment ; and the others were not without 
great difficulty refcued from the hands of the 
barbarian who had detained him in captivity *• 

♦ See Bach. Ruffl Bibl. for 177S, p. S^,^ ' 
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The arrangement of thefe papers, which will 
form a fourth volume of his travds, was at 

% 

firft configned to the care of GuldeQftaedt, but 
upon his death has been transferred to Mr^ 
Pallas. 

John Anthony Guldenftaedt was bom at 
Kiga, on the 26th of April 1745 ; received 
the rudiments of his education in that town j 
and in 1763 ^yas admitted into the medical 
college of Berlin. He completed his ftudies 
^t Franckfort upop the Oder ; and in 1767 
received ^he degree of doctor of phyfic in that 
^miverfity. Oi> account of his knowledge of 
foreign languages, and thte confidcrablc pro- 
grefs he had made in natural biftory, he wag 
confidered as a fit perfon to engage in the ex- 
peditions which were planned by the Impc-» 
rial Acadpmy. Being inyited to Ppterft)urgh|. 
he arrived in that city in 1768 ; was created 
adjund: of the Academy 5 and afterwards, ia 
1770, member of that focjety, and profcflbr 
of natural hiftory. In June 1768 be iet ou|. 
upon his travels, and was ablent (cvca years. 
From Mofcow, where he continued till March 
1769, he pafled to Voronet;?, Tzaritain, Aftra-r 
can, and Kiflar, a fprtrefs upon ^ weftem 
fbore of the Cafpian, and clofe to the confine^ 
pf Perlia. In 1770 he examined the diftridis 
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watered by the rivers Terek, Sunjflia, and; 
Alkfai, in the eaft^n extremity of Caucaius ;. 
and in the courfe of the enfuing year pene*. 
trated Jnto Ofletk, in the higheft part of the 
fame mountain ; where he collated vocabu- 
laries of the languages fpoken in thofe re- 
gions ; made enquiries into the hiftory of the 
people ; and difcovered fome traces of Chrif- 
tianity among them. Having vifited Cabarda, 
^nd the northern chain of the Caucaflis, he 
proceeded to Georgia; and was admitted tot 
an audience of prince Heradius^ wh9 wras en-^ 
camped about ten miles from TefHis. 

Prince Heraclius *, or, as he is called, the 
tzar Iracli, who made fo bold a ftand againft 
the Turks in the laft war between the Porte 
and Ruffia, and now poflefles all Georgia^ 
Kaketia, and the two fmall diftrids of Bortfhal 
and Kofak, which were ceded to him by Nadir 
Shah, is above fixty years old ; of a middle 
fvze i with a long countenance ; a dark com-- 
plexion ; large eyes ; and a ftnall beard. He 
paffed his youth at the court and in die army 
(of the celebrated Nadir Shah ; where he con^ 
tradted a fondnefs for Perfian cuftoms and 
piaoners, which he has introduced into his 

» Sec Journ, St. Pet. 1779, p. 33^8. 
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kingdom. He has feven fons and fix daugh-* 
ters. He is much revered and dreaded by the; 
Perfian khans > his neighbours; and is ufually 
chofen to mediate between them in thflir dif- 
putes with each other. When they ar? at 
war, he fupports one of the parties with a few 
troops, who diiFufe a fpirit and courage among 
the reft, becaufe the Georgian foldiers are 
cfteemed the braveft of thofe parts ; and prince 
Heraclius himfelf is renowned for his courage 
and military fkill. When on horfeback he has 
always a pair of loaded piftols at his girdle ; 
and, if the enemy is near, a mufket flung over 
his fhoulder. In all engagements he is the 
foiiemoft to give examples of perfonal bravery ; 
and frequently charges the enemy at the head 
of his troops, with the fabre in his hand. He 
loves pomp and expence; he has adopted the 
drefs of Perfia i and regulates hi$ court after 
the manner of that country. From the ex- 
ample of the Ruflian troops, who were quar- 
tered in Georgia during th? lail Turkifh war, 
he has learnt the ufe of plates, knives, and 
forks, diflies, and houiehold furniture, &c. 
Although his revenues are very fmall, fcarcely 
exceeding j^. 50,000 per apnum, yet he cpn-i 
trives to maintain a ftanding armjr of about 
^Qpomen, 

The 
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The profeflbr accompanied prince Heraclius 
in a campaign along the banks of the river 
Koor, 80 miles into the interior part of Geor^ 
gia j and returned with him to Tefflis. All 
the houfes of that capital arc of ilone, with 
flat roofs, which fe^ve, according to the cuf- 
tom of the Eaftji as walks for the women. 
The buildings are iieat and clean ; but the 
ftreets are exceedingly dirty and narrow. The 
town contains one Roman Catholic, thirteen 
Greek, and feven Armenian churches. Hav- 
ing pafled the winter in Tefflis, and in exa- 
mining the adjacent country, he followed in 
fpring the prince to the province of Kaketia^ 
and explored the fouthern diftridts inhabited 
by the Turcoman Tartars, and fubjedt to He-, 
radius, in the company of a Georgian mag-» 
Bate, whpm he had cured of a dangerous dif-. 
order. In July he pafTed into Imefetia; a, 
country which lies between the Cafpian and. 
Black Seas, and is bounded on the eaft by 
Georgia, on the north by OfTetia, on the weft 
by Mingrelia, and on the fouth by the Turkiih 
dominions. 

The ^ fovereign of this diftrift, the prince 
or tzar Solomon, having upon his acceffipa 

♦ Sec Journ, St. Pet. p. 336. 
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forbid the fcandalous traffic pradtlfed by the 
poblemen of felling their peafants, greatly of- 
fended the Turks, who gained by that fpecies 
of commerce. Being by their intrigues driven 
from his throne, and compelled to find an 
^ylupi in the woods and mountains, he lived 
like a wild man, for fix teen years, in caverns 
and holes; and frequently by his perfonal 
courage fefcaped afTallination, until he was re- 
inflated in his dominions by the Ruffians in 
the late war. The prince wears ufually a 
coarfe drefs of ^ brown colour, with a mufket 
upon his fhoulder ; but upon folemn occafions 
he puts on a robe of rich gold brocade, and 
hangs round his neck a filycr phain.. He is 
fliflinguifhed from his f^bjedts by riding upon 
an afs, perhaps the only one in Imeretia, arwl 
by wearing boots. He has no regular troops ; 
but can collect a defultory and ijndifciplined 
army of 6000 men, with no artillery. Thefe 
troops are drawn together by the found of the 
trumpet : in other refpeds the prince's orders 
are ifTued in the following manner at the mar^ 
kets, which are held every Friday^ One of 
his fervants afcends a tree near the place of 
pieeting, and proclaims the edi<ft with a loud 
voice ; which is communicated to the people 
by each perfon upon his rctyrn to the place 
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fif his abode. His fubjedls are of the Greek 
religion. 

In the almoft unknown dominions^ of this 
prince, wlio, from his gratitude to Ruffia^^ 
afforded to Guldenftaedt every afliftance in hi^ 
power, the profeflbr penetrated into the midT 
die chain of Mount Caucafus ; vifited the 
confines of MingreUa, Middle Georgia, aD4 
Eaftera and Lower Lwretia ; and, after cfcap- 
ing many imminent dangers from the banT 
4itti of thpfe parfs, fortunately returned tq 
Kiflar on tl>e iStlj of November j where he 
paJfTed the winter, colleding various infor- 
mation concerning the neighbouring Tartar 
tribes of the Caucafus, and particularly the 
Lelgees. In the following fummer he jouf- 
peyed to Cabarda Major ; continued his courfe 
to Mount Beflitan^ the higheft point of the 
iirft ridge of the Caucafus ; infpeded the 
mines of Madfhar: and went to Tcherkafk 
upon the Don. From thence he made expe* 
ditions to Azof and Taganroc, and then along 
the new limits tp the Dnieper.: he finished 
this year's route at Krementfhuk, in the go-** 
vernment of New Ruffia, In the enfuing fpring 
he was proceeding to Crim Tartary ; but re- 
ceiving an order of recal^ he returned through 
6 the 
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the Ukraine to Mofcow and Peterfburgh, 
where he arrived in the month of March 
1775 *• 

Upon his return he was employed in ar- 
ranging his papers ; but, before he could finifh 
them for the prefs, was feized with a violent 
fever, which proved mortal, and carried him 
to the grave in the month of March 1781. 
His writings which have been hitherto pub- 
lifhed, confift only of the following treatifes. 

T%eoria virtum corporis humani primitivarum^ iic. by 
f«rhich he obtained his do6lor's degree, — Memoire fur bf 
froduits de Rujfte propres pour foutenir la balanfe du com^ 
merce exterieur touj ours favorable. St. Pet. 1 777. — ^Ac- 
count of the Havens in the Seas of Azof, Euxine, and 
Marmora, in the Journal of St. Pctcrlburgh for 1776.— 
Of the Harbours and Trade of the Cafpian Sea, with a 
Chart, in the fame Journal for 1777. — Chymical Analyfis 
of the Warm Baths near the River Terek, in the Geo- 
graphical Calendar for 1778. —Geographical, Hiftorical, 
and Political Accouot of the new Roilian Lines between the 
Terek and the Sea of Azof, accompanied with a Map, in 
ihe Journal for 1779. — Thoughts on the Commerce to be 
opened between Ruffia and Germany, through the Danube, 
in the Journal for 1780. — The five laft articles are written 
in the German language 5 and the following, which are 
printed in th^ A£ls of the Academy, are in the Latin tongue, 

• For an account of Guldcnftaedt,fceRufr. Bib. Vol. I. p. 49. 101, 
3or. 548. Vol. II. p. 221. 456. Vol. III. p. 72. 421. HiA. des Dc- 
i^uvertes, 4cc. Introd. p. 27. and Nachricht von den Lebens-yo)- 
/faij.dcn dcs Hfrm Prpf. Quldcnftacdt, in Jo«rn. 8t, Pet. for 1781. 
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JHus SuJIica'^Anas Nyroca — SpalaXj novum gltrium ge^ 
nus — Pereghufna^ nova tnujlela fpecies — Salmo Leucichtys et 
Cyprinus Chalcoides defcripti — Krafcheninicoviaj novum plan-- ' 
tarum genus—^Cyprinus Copoeta et Cyprinus Murfa — Jce^ 
rtnoy pifcis ad perca genus pertinenS'^Sex avium defer ip^ 
tiones-^Loxia Rubicilla-^Tanagra MelaniSieta^Mufciapa 
Melanoleuca — Motacilla Erythrogajla — Scolopax Fubar^ 
quata^-^et Cinerea'^Chacala hijloria — ChauSy animal felt 
affine^ defcriptum — Antilopes Subguttorofie Defcriptio et Ana^- 
tomia — Cyprinus Barbus et Cyprinus Capito. Appendix Ob'-' 
fervationum ad hifi^ reliquorum Cyp, cirratorum pertinfn^^ 
tium. 
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QHgin of the Schvonian alphabet .-^^Its intro-^* 
duSlipn into ^nKii.^^^The fmall progrefs mdde 
by the Ruffians in the aps andfciences owing 
neither to want of genius nor to the effeSls of 
cHmate .'^Enquiry into the rife and progrefs 
^'Ruffian literature.-^. Hijtorians *'—'i>itC 
tor, and his continuators . — Cyril. — Makari. 
— 'Nicon* — Theophanes. — Khilkof. — Ta- 
tifchef . — Sherebatof . — Remarks on Vol-» 
tairtV Life g/* Peter the Greats— IL Poets i 
— Lomonozofi — Digr^on concerning thf 
Ruffian Jiage. .— Volko£ — Sumorokof . -^ 
Kherafkof*— i?/V epic poem the Roffiada.— * 
Ruffian tranflations i'^ClaJJical learnings 

THE invention of the Sclavonian cha* 
rafters is generally attributed to Con^ 
ftantinp, a Greek philofopher, afterwards more' 
known by the name of Cyril, which he af* 
fumed when he turned monk. About the 
middle of the 9 th century, Cyril and his bro- 
ther Methodius were fent from Conftantinople 
by Michael III. to plant the Gofpel among 
the Sclavonian nations inhabiting the coun-^ 

tric4 
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tries bordering upon the Danube, now called 
Hungary and Bulgaria, and thofe which were 
fettled in Bohemia and Moravia. [As thofe 
barbarous nations fcarcely knew the ufe of 
letters, Cyril compofed for them an alphabet, 
and tranflated feveral rel^ious books into their 
tongue *. The greateft part of the charader* 
were the capitals of the Greek alphabet, the 
lame ufually employed in writing ; to which 
he added a few others, in order to exprefs fe^ 
veral founds that were peculiar to the Sclavo* 
nian language. Notwithftanding the difficulty 
of afcertaining the firil formation of any al^ 
phabet, the probability of this account ie^ns 
to be eftablifhed from the perfedt fimilarity 
which fubfifts between the charaftcrs in the 
moft ancient ecclcfiaftical writings, and thofe 
in a copy of a Greek manufcript of the ninth 
century, publifhed by Montfaucon -f*. Another 

proof 

* ** Petentibus deinde ut Uteris inftruerentur, Michael 
•* Imp* Methodium et Conftantimun, Leonis Theflalo- 
** nicenfis filios, mifit \ qui cum permultos libros conver- 
^ tSkxiX. Slavonice, Methodius Moravian epifcopatum adiit^ 
•^ Conftantinus monachatum induit et nomen Cyrilli." 
£xtra6led by Bayer from an ancient annalift, in his inge« 
luous diilertation De RuiTorum in Comm. Petrop. VL 
p. 366. 

t Palaeographia Gneca, p. 40?. Although I have only 
a i^perficial knowledge gf the Sclavonian alphabet, yet 

merely 
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proof that Cyril's alphabet was formed fronl 

the Greek, may be derived from the following 

circumftances ; that moft of thofe Sclavoniaa 

nations, who received Chriftiahity from the 

Greeks, and have retained the Greek religion^ 

ftill make ufe of his charafters } while the 

other people of that tribe> who were either firft 

converted by the Germans or Italians, or wh(* 

afterwards adopted the Roman Catholic te-^ 

nets, employ either the German or Romaii 

alphabet** 

That 

tncrely from that flight acquaihtartte, u^6n eomparing ihi 
above-mentioned Greek manufcript) written ill the nintH 
century, with the Cyrilian charafters ; I was able to trace 
(b perfe<Sl a fimilarity, as to make out feveral words, not- 
withftanding the abbreviations. 

♦ Befide the Ruffians, the Sclavonians dwelling in Dal- 
matia, and in the iflands under the dominion of Venice^ 
who arc of the Greek religion, ftill ufe the Cyrilian cha-» 
aiSlers. The fame were employed by all thS nations of 
Hungary, Sclavonia, Croatia, Dalmatia, and others in the 
Auftrian territories ; but as the Roman Catholic perfua- 
fion has gained ground amongft them, they have lateljf" 
begun to adopt the Roman letters ; while the Sclavbnian 
people fubjeft to die Turks, namdy, thfe inhabitants of 
Albania, Servia, Bofnia, Bulgaria, who are of the Greek 
religion, preferve the Cyrilian alphabet. The Bohemians, 
who foon after their firft converfion quitted the Greek re- 
ligion, and were afterwards turned by the Germans to the 
Roman Catholic feet, ufe the German or Gothic cha-t 
rafters, which were alfo in ufe among the Poles, equally 
indebted to the Germans for the firft introduiftioh of Ohrii^ 

tianitjf 
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That tribe of Sclavonians, called Ruffians, 
when they iflued from the banks of the Da- 
nube in the ninth century, and Uid the foun- 
dation of this empire, either brought with 
them, if they knetv the ufe of letters, the 
Cyrilian, alphabet ; or afterwards adopted it, 
when converted to Chriftianity ; and when the 
Scjavonian Bible, tranflated by Cyril in the 
fame century. Was introduced amongft them. 
Thefe characters are occalionally written, like 
the oldeft Greek ahd Roman manufcripts, of 
equal fize, at equal diftances, without con- » 
nection or ftops, and without difl:in(flion of 
words. 

The earlieft Sclavooian book ever publilhed 
was a Ruffian tranflation of the Pentateuch, 
printed in the Cyrilian alphabet at Prague in 
1 5 1 9 * : the fame letters were introduced into 
Ruffia upon the eftabliihment of the firft prefs 
at Mofcow ; and they continued to be ufed, 
not only for ecclefiaftical publications, but 
alfo for all others, until 1707, when fome 
new kuffian types, confifting of great and 

tianity amongft them ; but the Poles have lately, in moft 
of their publications, adopted the Roman alphabet. See 
the prefece to the Neue Slavonifch und Deutche Gram- 
matik, printed at Vienna, 1774- 
* Eflai fur la Bibliotheque, p. 92. 

Vol. III. T fmall 
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fmall letters, and fimilar to thofe which are 
now employed, were caft at Amfterdam for 
the printing-houfe at Mofcow *. The lan- 
guage in which the church-fervice is ftill per- 
formed, is the iame which was fpoken in the 
ninth century by the Sclavonians fettled upon 
the banks of the Danube, in the countries now 
called Hungary and Bulgaria, from whom 
the Ruffians are undoubtedly defcended. The 
tranflation of the Bible made in that century 
being ftill in general ufe, has afcertained its 
original, arid preferved it in its priftine ftate ; 
and it is remarkable that the feveral dialeds 
of Sclavonian, fuch as Poliih, Ruffian, Bohe- 
mian, &c. have a greater refemblance to this 
mother- tongue than to each other -f*. 

The Cyrilian alphabet employed by the 
Ruffian church is compofed of 39 charadlers^ 
fome of which contained, according to our 
mode of fpelling, three or even four confonants ; 
but, as new modified in 1707, for common 
ufe, is reduced to 30 J letters. 

The Sclavonian, in its different dialedls, is 
known through a larger extent of country, 

♦ See a Specimen of the RufSan charafliers, in vol, XL 
book III. chap. V. 

+ Schloetzer Prob. Ruf. An- p. 189, 

t RufSan Diaionary, i778. In Charpentiere's Gram- 
mar there are 32 charaflerSa 

and 
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and by a greater number of people^ than per- 
haps any other language in the world; It is 
the native tongue in Bohemia, Moravia, Cro- 
atia, Carinthia^ Carniola, Sclavonia> Bofnia^ 
Servia, Albania* Dalmatia, different parts of 
Hungary and Bulgaria, Polandi and Ruffia: 
in a word^ a traveller acquainted with that lan- 
guage would be underftood from the confines 
df Germany to the Sea of Kamtchatka, 

The Ruffian dialed of the Sclavoniaii, which 
is faid to be extremely rich and harmonious^ 
has not| till very lately^ undergone any de- 
gree of cultivation ; having been chiefly con- 
fined to affairs of government, ecclefiaflical 
writings, and to unconnedted chronicles and 
journals; 

Some anthers, ifi conlidering the friiall ad- 
vances which the Ruffians have made in the 
sirts and fcicnces, when compared with the 
progrefs of the more enlightened nations in 
Europe^ have erroneoufly attributed this de- 
ficiency to the effeds of their climate, or to 
an innate want of genius* With refpedt to 
the latter afTertion, it fcarcely deferves a fe- 
rious refutation : for all intelledtual improve- 
ment muft arife from culture ; and the greater 
or lefTer degree of knowledge muft ultimately 

T 2 depend 
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ckp^nd upon the greater or lefler degree of in- 
ftruftiop. Befides, this illiberal national reflect 
tion, indifcriminately caft upon a whole people, 
is fufficiently refuted by the bare mention of 
feveral illuftrious Ruffians, who, amongft many 
others^ might be felefted on this occafion : Phi- 
laretes and Nicon ; Sophia Alexiefna^ prince 
Vaffili Galitzin and Peter the Great; the 
learned Theophanes ; the poets Lomonozof 
and Sumorokof; and the prefent hiftorian 
prince Sherebatof, 

With refpedt to the firft objedion, that die 
genius of this nation has been fettered by the 
intenfe cold of their climate, we may fub- 
join the following remarks- If climate has 
fuch an invincible efFedt upon mankind, where 
Ihall we draw the line of, the greateft in- 
telledual ability*? Shall we fuppqfe a point, 
in which, tKe human^ mind is at its greateft 
perfe<3:ion, and from which, in proportion as 
it recedes, it gradually degenerates ; in the fame 
manner as rays of light become fainter and 
feinter, as they diverge from their focus to a 
greater diftance ? Is the influence of climate 
uniform or cafual ? If uniform, why is mo- 
dern Greece no longer the feat of arts and 
karning ? Why was Iceland once the fole re- 

3 pofitory 
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pofitoiy of northern literature ? Why are the 
Swedes more enlightened than the Ruffians ? 
and why are not the Ruffians of Aftracan 
more civilized than thofe of Peterfburgh and 
Archangel ? If the efFefts of climate are ca- 
fual, they are then counterbalanced by other 
circumftances ; and it ceafes to be a pofitive 
criterion of diftindtion. 

To a perfon at all converfant with this fub- 
jeil of inquiry, there are many impediments 
arifing from the government, religion, and 
particularly from the abfolute vaflalage of the 
peafants, which would tend to check the dif- 
fufion of the arts and fciences in this empire, 
without the neceffity of having recourfe to a 
fuppofed want of genius in the natives, or to 
the eiFedt of climate. But inftead of com- 
bating theoretical reafonings, which have no 
foundation in fad; or experience ; I fhall haften 
to trace the rife and progrefs of Ruffian litera- 
ture, and take a curfory view of its prefent 
ftate. 

While fome authors deny the fmalleft por- 
tion of literature to the Ruffians, and even 
hold them to be incapable of any confiderable 
progrefs in fcience ; others, on the contrary, 
affert, that they began to be enlightened even 
at fo early a period as during the reigns of 

T 3 Oleg 
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Olcg ^d Igor *. But their arguments in fa^t 
vour of this hypothcfis, prove little more thaj^ 
that the art of writing was probably not ahr 
folutely unknown to the Ruffians in thofe 
times ; that they poncluded treaties ef alliance 
and commerce ; fealed commiffipns and pafTr 
ports ; that they were not entirely without 
laws ; and that they had comppfed, or could 
repeat, "a few ancient fongs, which celebrated 
the military exploits of their princes and lea- 
ders. But undoubtedly the whole nation wa? 
plunged in the grolTell ignorance, and in ^ 
fituation not fuperior to that of the moft wan-r 
dering hordes who now inhabit Independent 
Tartary. It is faid of Svatoilaf, the fon of 
Igor -f, ^* Upon his march he carried with him 
/* no baggage-waggon, no kitchen furniture^ 
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** his food was the flefh of horfes and other 
animals, juft warmed over the fire ; he had 
no tent ; his houfmgs ferved him for a bed, 
** and his faddle for a pillow ; and the whole 
** army followed his example." A defcription 
which characterizes the chief of an unlettered 
Scythian tribe, and not the fovereign of a 
people in whom the fmalleft traces of the arts 
were to be found. And although perhaps the 
knowledge of the Sclavonian alphabet might 
have been brought into Ruffia by a few Chrif- 
tians, who were drawn to the court by Olga, 
the wife of Igor ; yet the firft introduftion ot 
literature muft be afcribed to Vlodimir th* 
Great, upon his converfion to Chriftianity in 
988 : that fovereign even inftituted fchools, 
and paffed a decree * to regulate the mode of 
inftrudting youth in his dominions. His fon 
Yaroflaf, who afcended the throne in ioi8j 
invited many learned priefts from Conftan- 
tinople; caufed various Greek books to be 
tranflated into the Ruffian tongue^ hymns, and 
other poetical verfions of the pfalms to be 
fung in the churches : he eftablifhed a femi-^ 

♦ This curious decree ftill exifts in the Ruffian tongue^ 
and is tranflated into French by Bachmeifter, in his Eflai 
lav la Bib. &c. p. 9. 

T 4 nary 
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nary at Novogorod for 300 ftudents ; and 
gave to that republic the firft code of w^ritten 
laws. This daw^n of letters, w^hich ihoiie 
upon Ruflia at fo early a period, was, howr 
ever, obfcured by the fubfecjuent ealarnities ; 
and was fucceeded by a long darknefs of three 
centuries, during which tinle the nation was 
fubjedt to the Tartar yoke. The Chriftian 
religion, however, tended in this, as well as 
in moft other countries of Europe, to preferve 
fome finall remains of literature in the fchools 
and feminaries of the feveral monafteries. Thus 
each of thefe manfions of bigotry and fuperfti- 
tion then fortunately became an afylum for 
the prefervation, though not for the difFufion 
of knowledge ; and in this period of barbarifm 
and ignorance, many monks were diftinguifli- 
ed for their erudition. 

Upon the final expulfion of the Tartars by 
Ivan Vaffilievitch I. in the middle of the 15th 
century, Ruffia gradually emerged from this 
ftate of almoft total darknefs ; and continued 
improving in civilization and culture, under 
the patronage of the fucceeding jfovereigns, 
particularly Ivan II. Boris Godunof, the two 
firft tzars of the line of Romanof, and the 
princefs Sophia, who held the reins of go- 
vernment in the minority of Peter I. But it 

was 
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was not till the ^ra of that grqat monarch, 
that letters, which, a few inftances excepted, 
had hitherto been confined to the regular 
clergy, began to be cultivated by the laity ; a 
fare fign that the nation was advancing to a 
more general ftate of improvement. 

A review of the lives and works of a few 
of the moft eminent writers, who have con^ 
tributed to poliih and refine the language, and 
to diffufe a tafte for fcience among their coun- 
trymen, will afliift in tracing the progrefs of 
literature, and afcertajning its prefent ftate *. 

In this inquiry I fhall confine myfelf prin- 
cipally to two heads: I. Hiftory; and II. 
Poetry. 

I, History. 

This empire can boaft the earlieft hiftorian 
of the North ; for, at a period when Poland, 

* Perhaps fome little apology would have been thought 
neceflary for the author's prefuming to touch upon the 
literature of a nation, with whofe language he profefles 
himfelf unacquainted ; if the fubjeft had not been totally 
unknown to the Englifti reader, and feemed in a great de- 
gree connefted with the plan of this work ; if the author 
had not carefully perufed feveral efteemed tranflations of 
the original compofitions j and had not always given his 
criticifms on the authority of thofe pcrfons who are either 
natives or perfe^ matters of the RuiRan tongue. 

Sweden/ 
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Sweden, and Denmark were unlettered ; when 
even the annalifts of Iceland were yet mute ; 
a monk of the convent of Petcheriki at Kiof 
was compiling the hiftory of Ruflia. 

This annalift, whofe fecular name is not 
known> was born in 1056, at Bielozero; and 
in the nineteenth year of his age he aflumed 
the monaftic habit in the above-mentioned 
convent, and took the name of Neftor *. At 
Kiof he made a confiderable proficiency in 
tiie Greek language : but feems to have formed 
his ftyle and manner rather from the Byzan- 
tine hiftorians, Cedrenus, Zonaras, and Syn- 
celius, than from the ancient claffics. The 
time of Neftor^s death is not afccrtained ; but 
he is fuppofed to have lived to an advanced 
age, and to have died about the year 1 1 15. 

His great work is his Chronicle, to which 
he has prefixed an introdudlion ; which, after 
a fhort fketch of the early ftate of the world, 
taken from the Byzantine writers, contains a 
geographical defcription of Ruflia and the ad- 
jacent regions 5 an account of the Sclavonian 

♦ For the account of Neftor, fee principally Muller, 
S. R. G. V. p. 6; and Schloetzer's Probe Ruffifche An- 
Balen j which acurate and interefting work I have chiefly 
followed, as the great fource of information relative to the 
early annalifts of Ruflia. 

nations. 
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nations, their manners, their emigrations from 
the banks of the Danube, their difperfion,, 
and fettlement in the feveral countries, where- 
in their defendants are now eftabliihed. He 
then enters upon a chronological feries of the 
Ruffian annals, from the year 858 to about 
1 1 13. His ftyle is fimple and unadorned, 
fuch as fuits a mere recorder of fads 5 but his 
chronological exadtnefs, though it renders his 
narrative dry and tedious, contributes to afcer- 
tain the aera and authenticity of the events 

which he relates *, 

It 

* A competent judge thus exprefles himfelf with regard 
to this performance : 

" Neftor's chronicle is unique in its kind. For all the 
*' other Sclavonian people, fuch as the Poles, Bohemians, 
** lUyrians, &c. cannot produce any writer who can in the 
** fmalleft degree contend with the Ruffian* annalift in an- 
** tiquity^ minutenefs, accuracy, and truth. He was fo 
** highly efteemed in Ruffia, and the fubfequent writers 
** were fo convinced of his fidelity, that, in fpeaking of the 
** lame times, they adopt his very wordsj^ or make only the 
" finalleft alterations, 

** I will not prejudice the readers in their judgment con- 
** cerning the authenticity of this annalift ; and I am con- 
** vinced, that whoever perufes his work, will at once dp 
" him the juftice which he deferves. I allude to thofc 
♦* readers only who do not acknowledge any other hiftpries 
^* than thofc which are derived from the moft efteemed 
f ^ fources ^ and who know how to diftinguifh with critical 

" cxa(9»efs 
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It is remarkable, that an author of fuch 
importance, whofe name frequently occurs in 
the early Ruffian books, fliould have remained 
in obfcurity above 600 years ; and been fcarce- 
ly known to his modern countrymen, the ori- 
gin and aftions of whofe anceftors he records 
with fuch circumftantial exadnefs. A copy 
of his chronicle was given, in 1668, by prince 
Radzivil to the library of Konigfburgh, where 
it lay unnoticed until Peter the Great, in his 
paiTage through that town, ordered a tranf- 
cript of it to be fent to Peterfburgh. But it 

" cxadlnefs the purity of thofc fources. But I do not ad- 
** drefs myfelf to thofe who have not hitherto been ac- 
** quainted with any other writers on the early times of 
** the Ruffian hiftory than Hcrberftein and Petreius ; who 
•* place the introduction of the art of writing into RufSa 
" To late as the 13th century; who hold the fucceffion of 
*' Ruffian fovereigns to be unknown, at leaft uncertain, 
*' until the time of Ivan Vaffilievitch j who confider this 
** long period as totally obfcure, in which no chronicle 
** affords a clue to the difcerning hiftorian ; who draw 
*' their whole knowledge of Ruffian hiftory from Strah- 
*' lenberg, Voltaire, La Combe, and from the ftill more 
*' wretched compilers of the article Ruffia in the Univerfal 
•* Hiftory : Thefe readers will not indeed be eafJy induced 
" to efteem, as authentic, the relations of a monk, whofe 
•' writings (how the inaccuracy of the above-mentioned 
" authors, and confute at once their whole account of 
" Ruffia during the middle ages." Schloetzer, Ruff. Ann* 
p. 32, 

ftiU 
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ftiir was not known as the performance of 
Neftor : for when MuUer, in 1732, puWiflied 
the firft part of a German tranflation *, he 
mentioned it as the work of the abbot Theo- 
dofius of Kiof ; an error which arofe from the 
following circumftance : the ingenious editor, 
not being at that time fufficiently acquainted 
with the Sclavonian tongue, employed an en- 
terpreter, who, by miftaking a letter in the 
title, fuppofed it to have been written by a 
perfon whofe nanae was Theodolius. This ri- 
.diculous blunder was foon circulated, and co- 
pied by many foreign writers ; even long after 
it had been candidly acknowledged and cor- 
reded by Muller. 

Neftor was fucceffively followed by three 
annalifts ; the firft was Sylvefter, abbot of the 
convent of St. Michael at Kiof, and bifhop of 
Perillaf, who died in 1123 : he commences^ 
his chronicle from 1 1 15,, only two years pof- 
terior to that of Neftor, and continues it to 
1 1 23; from which period a monk, whofe 
name has not been dielivered down to poftc- 

* S. R. G. I. p. I, Sec. The real tide to this manu- 
fcript was, by the " Monk of the Theodofian Convent of 
** Petcherlki ;'* which the interpreter, by miftaking one 
fetter, explained. The Monk Theodofius, of the Convj^nt, 
&c. See Schloetzer, p, i6« 

rity. 
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rity, carries the hiftory to 1 1 57 ; and another/ 
equally unknown^ to 1 024. With reipeft ta 
thefe performances, Mr. Muller informs m^ 
** the labours of Neftor and his three conti- 
** nuators have produced a connected feries of 
** the Ruffian hiftory fo complete, that no 
** nation can boaft a fimilar treafure for fo 
^* long and unbroken a period*." We may 
add likewife from the fame authority, that 
thefe annals record much fewer prodigies and 
monkifh legends, than others which have 
iffued from the cloifter in times fo unenlight- 
ened. 

From this period, which terminates in 1 203^ 
there is no regular continuation of the Ruffian 
hiftory, but many feparate and detached an- 
nalifts : for as the empire was bi'oken intof 
independent principalities, each writer has dc^ 
tailed the events of the particular diftrift iri 
which he flouriflied. The next general an- 
nalift who prefents himfelf to our notice is 
Cyprian, metropolitan of Ruffia in the reign 
of Demetrius Donfki, who began in the 14th 
century the Boo A of Degrees ; fo called becaufe 
it arranges the hiftory of the empire, accbrd- 
ing to the order o( defcent : each degriee con^ 

♦ S. R. G. V. p. 6. 
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tains the reign of thofe fovereigns who fol- 
lowed each other in an uninterrupted line; 
and a new one commences when the throne 
pafled to a collateral branch. This work was 
continued by the metropolitan Makari, who 
flouriflied under Ivan VaffiHevitch IL and 
afterwaros by unknown compilers, to the times 
fomewhat pofterior to the reign of Feodor 
Ivanovitch. Thefe writings, unlike thofe of 
Neftor and his continuators, contain many 
idle traditions and abfurd legends ; but the 
events, which they at the fame time record, na- 
turally render them the objed: of the hifto- 
rian's notice; and Mr. Muller has thought 
them of fufficient confequence to become their 
editor. 

The chronicle of Nicon, in which he col- 
lected a complete feries of Ruffian annalifts, 
from Neftor to the reign of Alexey Michael- 
ovitch, and the extraordinary exertions which 
he made to difFufe knowledge among his coun- 
trymen, have been already related. 

The reign of Alexey was extremely fertile 
in what were called hiftorical productions ; 
but which in reality are rather dry materials 
than deferving fuch an honourable appellation. 
It would be tedious to enumerate the various 
chronicles, journals of the court, books of 

2 genealogy. 
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genealogy, public records, ftate-papefrs, and 
other fimilar fources of information, both of ^ 
his and fucceeding times - which the libraries 
contain in fuch abundance as to aftonifh a 
ftranger, who by falfe reprefentations may 
have been mifled to conceive that the; Ruffians 
are deficient in fuch original documents. 

Among the perfons who, pofterior to Nicon, 
have moftly contributed to promote fcience 
by their example and proteftion; to whom 
Ruffia is chiefly indebted for the introdudion 
of polite] literature ; and who may be ckifed 
among the hiftorians, * touft not be omitted 
Theophanes Prokopovitch, metropolitan arch- 
bifhop of Novogorod. This learned prelate, 
who is here mentioned as the author of a Life 
of Peter the Great, was the fbn of a burgher 
of Kiof: he was born in that city on the 9th 
of June 1 68 1, and was baptized by the n'amc 
of Elifha. Under his uncle Theophanes, redtor 
of the feminary in the Bratfkoi Convent at 
Kiof, he commenced his ftudies ; and was well 
grounded in the rudiments of the Greek, La- 
tin, and Hebrew tongues.' Though his uncle 
died in 1692, he completed his education in 
that feminary; and in 1698, in the eighteenth* 
year of his age, he travelled into Italy. He 
refided three years at Rome ; where, befide a 

competent 
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competent knowledge of the Italian, he ac- 
quired a tafle for the fine arts, and improved 
himfelf in philofophy and divinity. 

Upon his return to Kiof, he read lefturcs 
on the Latin and Sclavonian art of poetry in 
the fame feminary in which he had been edu- 
cated i and, having affumed the monadic ha- 
bit, he changed his name to Theophanes. Be- 
fore he had attained the 25 th year of his age, 
he was appointed praefedt, the fecond office 
in the feminary, and profeiTor of philofophy. 
In 1706 he diftinguifhed himfelf by fpcaking 
a Latin oration before Peter the Great ; and 
ftill more by a fermon, which, in 1709, he 
preached before the fame monarch after the 
battle of PultaVa. Having once attra<fted the 
notice^ he foon acquired the protection, of Pe- 
ter, who was fo captivated with his great ta-' 
ients, fuperior learning, and polite addrefs, as 
to fele<ft him for a companion in the enfuing 
campaign againft the Turks:— a fure prelude 
to his future advancement. In 171 1 Theo* 
phanes was nominated abbot of the monaf^ 
tery of Bratfkoi, redor of the feminary, and 
profeflbr of divinity. His cenfures againft the 
ignorance and indolence of the Ruffian clergy, 
and his endeavours to promote a taftc for 
polite literature anaong his brethren, rendered 

Vol. IIL U him 
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him a fit inftrumcnt in the hands of Peter for 
the reformation of the churchy and the final 
abolition of the patriarchal dignity. He was 
placed at the head of the fynod, of which 
ecclefiaftical eftablifliment he himfelf drew 
the plan ; was created in 1718 bifhop of Plef- 
cof ; and in 1720 archbifhop of the fame di- 
ocefe : foon after the acceffion of Catharine 
he was confecrated archbifhop of Novogorod, 
and metropolitan of all Ruflia ; and died in 
1736. 

Befide various fermons and theological dif- 
quifitions, he wrote a treatife on rhetoric, and 
on the rules for Latin and Sclavonian poetry; 
he compofed verfes in the Latin language; 
and was author of a work, for which he is 
chiefly mentioned in this place, the Life of 
Peter the Great, which terminates with the 
battle of Pultava. In this performance the 
prelate has, notwithftanding his natural par- 
tiality to his benefaftor, avoided thofe fcur- 
rilous abufes of the contrary party, which 
frequently difgrace the beft hiftories ; and has 
been particularly candid in his account of So- 
phia. Peter, from a well-grounded experience, 
had formed fuch a good opinion of the ta- 
lents of Theophanes, as to employ him in 
compofing the decrees which concerned theo- 

I o logical 
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logical queftions, and even many which re- 
lated to civil affairs. 

Theophanes may be faid, not only to have 
cultivated the fciences, and to have promoted 
them during his life, but likewife to have 
left a legacy to his countrymen, for their fur- 
ther progrefs after his deceafe, by maintain- 
ing in his epifcopal palace fixty boys, whofe 
education he fuperintehded : under his aufpices 
they were inftru<fled in foreign languages, and 
in various branches of polite knowledge, which 
had been hitherto cenfured by many as pro- 
fane acquifitions ; thus tranfmitting the rays 
of learning to illuminate future ages and a dif- 
tant pofterity *. 

- Hitherto, though Ruflia abounded in chro- 
nicles and annals relative to detached periods, 
yet excepting a dry detail of fafts compiled 

* For the hiftory of Theophanes I have followed im- 
plicidy Muller, whofe fidelity and accuracy always appear 
to me unqueftionable. See S. R. G, V, p, 5JS4. MonH 
Le Clerc differs from Mr. Muller in relating the earlieft 
part of this prelate's life. He alfo informs us, that Theo- 
phanes perfuaded Peter to introduce the proteftant religion 
into Ruflia ; and that the emperor was inclined to follow 
his advice, but was prevented by his death. 

This important anecdote I could not, however, venture 
to adopt, though I cannot controvert it, as the ingenious 
author has not cited his authority. See Le Clerc's Hift. 
Anc. de Ruffiei p. :(92 -, and Hift. Mod, p. 65, 66. 

U 2 for 
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for the ufc of Alexey Mich^lovitch, it pctf-* 
feffed no regular and conne<aed hiftory. The 
firft attempt toward* fuch a work was under- 
taken by prince Khilkof . This nobleman *, 
dcfcendcd from a very ancient family, had 
diftinguiflicd himfelf as embaflador to feveral 
foreign courts, before he was fent in 1700 to 
Stockholm in that capacity. He accompa- 
nkd Charles XIL in his defcent upon the 
Ifle of Zealand ; and upon the enfuing truce 
of Travei^dahl, between Sweden and Denmark, 
returned to Stockholm on the 17th of Sep- 
tembery at the eve of the rupture which broke 
out between the Swediflx and Ruffian mo^ 
narchs. His character of embaffador, decmaed 
iacred by the law q£ nations, could i»t pro-^ 
tc6t hkn from tlie refcntment of Charles XII. ^ 
and, on the 20th of die iame month, he was 
arrefted and imprifoned. 

As anamufement during his captivity , which 
was long, and for ibmc time extrenaely rigor- 
ous ; a.nd at the requeft of his follow*prifoner 
prince Trubetfkoi, he began an abridgement 
of the Ruffian hiftory, from its earlieft period 
to his own time 5 which he completed before 
he was reftored to liberty. After a ccmfine- 

♦ Sec B^ch- Ru^ Pib. for 1777, p. 78—87. 

meat 
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tneftt of eighteen years, he expired in his pri- 
fon of Wefteros, in the moment when he 
was upon the point of being releafed. His 
work, called the Kernel of the Ruflian Hif^ 
tory, is a mere abridgement, and was pub- 
iifliedin 1770 by Mr, MuUer. It forms only 
one volume in odlavo, and contains feven books j 
the firft commences with the creation of the 
world, and ends with the foundation of thfe 
Ruffian empire iinder Ruric 5 the remaining 
fix carry down the hiftory frorii that period 
to the year 171 3. Dufing fome part of his 
confinement, he wa« permitted to receive from 
Mofcow books, extrad:s from chronicles, and 
a few ftate-papers 5 but as he could not ob- 
tain the neceflfary documents fo well as if 
he had been upon the fpot, his performance 
unavoidably contains occafional errors, many 
of which the judicious editor has pointed out 
and correfted^ 

About the time of KhilkoPs death, another 
native commenced a fimilar work upon a much 
larger fpale, and who had more opportunities 
of obtaining information, This perlbn was 
'Vaffili Tatifchef, who, in 17^0, began to 
collect materials for a complete hiftory of 
Rufila ; and continued his refearches without 
intermiflion for the fpace of 30 years. The 

U 3 indefatigable 
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indefatigable compiler finiflied his account to 
the reign of Feodor Ivanovitc^i ; and was bring- 
ing it down to this century, when death put 
a period to his labours. Part of this great 
work was confumed in a fire; and the re- 
mainder was publifhed after the author's death 
by Mr. MuUer. It confifts of three large vo- 
lumes in quarto. The firft contains feveral 
curious diflertations relative to the antiquity 
of the Sclavonian nation ; while the fecond 
and third comprife the hiftory of the Ruffian 
empire, from its earlieft origin to the year 
1237. It can hardly be called a regular hif- 
tory, but is rather a connedted feries of chro- 
nicles, whofe antiquated Sclavonian dialeds 
are only changed into the Ruffian idiom ; and 
the author is juftly cfenfured for not regularly 
citing the various annalifts as he abridges or 
new models them, and for not affigning the 
reafons which induced him to prefer the wri- 
ters whofe relations he has adopted, to thofe 
which he has rejedted *. 

Since Tatifchef, feveral writers -f- have pub- 
lifhed 

♦ Bach, Ruff. Bib. for 1774, p. 43; alfo for [1775, 
p. 216. L'Evefque, Vol. I. p. xxxi. 

t Particularly Novikof, in his ancient Ruffian Library, 
in ten volumes, a work thus chara6terifcd by L'Evefquc : 

*^ Recueil 
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liflied coUedUons of ftate-papers and other 
documents $ but the honour of compofing a 
complete hiftory of this country is probably 
referred for prince Sherebatof ; who, if we 
except Mr. MuUer, has contributed more 
than any other perfon towards illuftrating. the 
Ruffian annals. 

This learned nobleman is editor of the fol- 
lo^ying works : A journal of Peter the Great 
in 2 vols, quarto, which he found in the ar- 
chives, and publiihed by order of the em- 
prefs. It confiils of eight books, five of which 
were correded by Peter himfelf. The firft 
volume begins with the infurredion of the 
Strelitzes in 1698, and finifhes with the year 
1 7 14; and the fecond concludes with the 
peace of Nyftadt in 1 72 1 . The learned editor 
has added feveral remarks, and fome important 
pieces from the Ruffian archives. — The Ruf- 
fian Hiftory, by an Ancient Annalift, from 
the beginning of the reign of Vladimir Mo- 

" Recueil de pieces originales et authentiques, tirees des 
*^ cabinets et des archives : on y trouve des morceaux tres 
^ importantes." Vol. I. xxiv. The Academy of Sciences 
has alfo publifhed an Hiftorical Journal every month, from 
1755 to 1765. It confifts of 20 volumes, o<Savo, and con- 
tains *' un grand nombre de morceaux hiftoriques tres 
" intereffans, dont la plupart ont etc compofes par le favant 
*^MuHcr." lb. 

U 4 nomaca^ 
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nomaca, in 1114, to 147231 in which die au-? 
thor particularly dwells upon the civil feiids^ 
in the city of Novogorod, and its fubjedtioix 
to Iva^n Vaflilievitch I. — The Lite of Peter 
the Great, in the Ruffian language, firft pub- 
UOied at Venice ; which the prince reprintci 
in 1774* and, according to his ufual cuftomj» 
enriched with many hiftorical obfcrvations.— 
His own works are, an Account of l;he Ruf- 
fian Jmpoftors : amongft thcfe is the Life of 
Demetrius, which is chiefly drawn from the 
fame fources as thofe which Mr. Muller con-t 
fulted in his relation of the f^me period.— 
But this noble author's great work now comes^ 
tinder confideration, his Hiftory of Ruffia, 
from the earlieil times. He has already pub- 
lifhed three volumes in quarto, which finifli 
with the reign of Demetrius Dpnlki, who 
died in 1389. The fourth volume was in 
the prefs in the year 1778 ; but I am not 
certain whether it has yet made its appearance. 
I havd read with great pleafure the German 
tranflation of this performance, which ap- 
pears to me a moft valuable addition to the 
hiftory of the North. The author has had 
accefs to the imperial archives: he draws 
his information from the moft ancient and 
ynqueftionable fources 5 is particularly cxaft 

in 
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in quoting his authorities 5 and ranges t3io 
events in chronological feries with great per- 
fpicuity. A writer, who, having coiifulted 
many of the fame chronicles which are cited 
\>y this hiftorian, and who having given to* 
the public the moft complete hiftory of Ruf- 
lia yet extant, is no incompetent judge of She* 
rebatofs merit, thus fpeaks of this work: 
f* L'Auteur cite toujours fes autoritds. J'ai 
•* verifie un grand nombre de fes citations, ct 
^* j ai reconnu par tout fon exadtitudc. Si le 
^* premier caraiStere d'un hiftorien eft Tamour 
** de la verite^^ ce prince m^rite des] grands 
• * eloge$ *." 

Although this difquifitipn is confined to 
the native writers ; yet I cannot avoid cur- 
forily mentioning; Voltaire's Life of Peter the 
Great, as it is the work from which moft 
foreign nations have formed their ideas of 
Ruflia ; which many French and Englifti au- 
thors have fervilely copied, until it is con- 
fidered as a ftandard book, to which we may 
refer as to the moft unqueftionable authority; 

* " The author always cites his authorities* I have 
** verified a great number of his references, and have al- 
*^ virays difcovered his accuracy. If the firft character of 
^ an hiftorian is the love of truth, the prince deferves the 
*1 greatcft praife." L'Evefijue, 

and 
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and particularly as the author informs us ia 
the Preface : ** La cour de Peterjbourgy &c^ 
** a fait parvenir a rhijiorien chargi de cet 
** ouvrage tous les documens autentiques. II ria 
** ecrit que fur despreuves incontejiables.'' 

But the well-informed Ruffians, although 
this work idolizes their hero Peter I. do not 
fcruple to confefs that it is a very inaccurate 
performance ; a panegyric rather than a hif- 
tory, in which many fads are difguifed or 
omitted 5 where every defedt in the principal 
charafter is foftened, and every virtue exag- 
gerated. The truth is, that the elegant au- 
thor wrote this Life by deiire of the em- 
prefs Elizabeth, by whofe order he received 
great part of the materials. Hence it may 
eafily be conjectured, that nothing would be 
communicated which could refled: the fmall- 
eft difcredit on Peter or Catharine I. ; and 
he was unwilling to infert any circumftance 
which might be difpleafing to Elizabeth. His 
genius was fettered by thefe reftraints; the 
picture, accordingly, which he has drawn of 
Peter I. is almoft as devoid of animation as 
of refemblance -, and this Iketch is the leaft 
entertaining, as well as the moft inaccurate, 
of all his hiftorical pieces. 

But frequently alfo in regard to thofe events 

which 
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which did not interfere with Elijzabeth's pre- 
judices, he certainly either did not examine, 
or did not follow, fome of the beft and moft 
authentic materials which had been ftnt from 
Peterfburgh *. From thefe circumftances we 
may fairly aflent to the truth of the cenfure 

' * Bufchinghas publilhed, in the third volume of his Hif- 
torical Magazine, " Memoire abrege fur la vie du Tfare- 
** vitch Alexei Petrovitch." This memoir, fays the editor, 
was fent to Voltaire before he began to write his Hiftory 
of Ruffia : it will ferve as a proof how little that writer 
employed the authentic papers tranfmitted to him. Vol. III. 
p. 194. Mr. Muller alfo charges Voltaire with not pay- 
ing fufficient attention to the papers which he commu- 
nicated from the moft undoubted authorities. *' Tout le 
" monde eft d'accord, &c. Buf. XVI. p. 352, que THif- 
*^ toire de Pierre le Grand de Voltaire n'a point rempli 
*' I'atteinte qu'on en avait avant qu'elle parut au jour- 
** On s'en apper^ut meme avant la publication par les 
*^ echantillons, que Tauteur envoyoit a St. Peterfbbug en 
. " Mflcript. Je fus prie de faire la deflus des remarque«. 
" Je le fis: m^is M. Voltaire n'eut pas la patience d'en 
*' profiter 5 tant fe hata-t-il a faire imprimer le I, Tome. 
Apres la publication je continuai mes remarques. Tout 
cela fut envoye a Tauteur. C'eft a I'aide de ces re- 
^* marques que M, Voltaire dans la Preface du 11. Tome 
*' vient de corriger quelques legeres fautes qu'il avoit 
'^ commifes dans le premier. II en a excufe d'autres. II 
^' a paye de duretes. II a eu garde fur tout de ne point 
*' toucher a des faits qui le ferolent rougir. Voila ce que 
^* ^'eft qu'un auteur qui ne veut avoir tort." See B. H. 

M. XVI. p. 3551, 

pafled 
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pafled by the lively writer upon his own per- 
formance, when he faid, *' Je ferai graver 
*^fur ma tcmbe^ cy git qui a voulu krire rhij- 
^* toire de Pierre ie Grand '^.'* 

IL Poetry, 

With refped: to the Ruffian poetry pre-- 
vious to this century, the only fpecimens 
were a few ancient fongs ; fome occafional 
copies of yerfes ; and a pfaltcr, comppfed by 
the monk Simeon Polotiki, and printed at 
Mofcow in 1680. To ufe the expreffions of 
the epic writer Kherafkof, ^* the Mufes waited 
^* till the reign of Peter the Great, in order 
** to make their appearance in Ruffia : be- 
^* fore his time there were indeed a few poets, 
** but their compofitions were more rhymes 
** than verfes ; and even during his reign the 
^* art was ftill in its infancy. At length came 
** Lomonozof •f',*' &c. Theophanes had in- 
deed read ledlures upon the rules for Scla-* 
vonian or Ruffian verfes ; prince Kantemir, 
Ilinfki, Trediatoflki, and a few others, hid 

* Cited by L'Evefque, Vol. I. p. xxx. ** Here lies 
* the perfon who would have written the Hiftory of Peter 
<* the Great." 

\ Preface to Kheraflcofs Poem on the Battle of Tchefmc^ 
tjuoted in Bach, Ruff. Bib. for 1774, p. 201. 

4 compolcd i 
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compofed ; but there were certainly iio poets 
of eminence before Lomonozof and Sumo-* 
rokof. A iketch therefore of the lives and 
writings of thele two authors, a fhort account 
of the Ruffian ftage, and a few remarks on 
the compofitions of Kheraikof, will convey 
to the reader fome idea of the rife, progrefs, 
and prefent ftate, of poetry in this empire. 

Lomonozof*, the great refiner of his na-- 
tive tongue, was the fon of a perfon who 
trafficked in fifh at Kolmogori : he was bora 
in 1 7 1 1 , and was fortunately taught to read ; 
a rare inftance for a perfon of fo low a ftation 
in Ruffia. His natural genius for poetry 
was firft kindled by the perufal of the Song 
of Solomon, done into verfe by Polotiki; 
whofe rude compofitions, perhaps fcarcely fu«* 
perior to our verfion of the Pfalms by Stern- 
hold and Hopkins, infpired him with fuch 
an irrefiftible paffion for the mufes, that he 
fled from his father, who would have com- 
pelled him to marry, and took refuge in a 
raonaftery at Mofcow ; where he had an op- 
portunity of indulging his talle for l^etters, 
and of ftudying the Greek and Latin lan- 
guages 4 In this feminary he made fo confi- 

* Lq Clcrc, Hift. Mod. p. 704 

derable 
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derable a progrefs in polite literature, as to 
be noticed and employed by the Imperial 
Academy of Sciences. In 1736 he was fent, 
at the expence of that fociety, to the univer- 
fity of Marburgh * in Hefle Caflel ; where 
he became a fcholar of the celebrated Chrif- 
tian Wolf, under whom he ftudied univerfal 
grammar, rhetoric, and philofophy. He con- 
tinued at Marburgh four years, during which 
time he applied himfelf with indefatigable 
diligence to chymiftry, which he afterwards 
purfued with ftill greater fuccefs, under the 
famous Henckel, at Freyberg in Saxony. In 

1 74 1 he returned into Ruflia; was chofen in 

1742 adjunct to the Imperial Academy; and 
in the enfuing year member of that fociety, 
and profeflbr of chymiftry. In 1760 he was 
appointed infpeftor of the feminary„ then an- 
nexed to the Academy; in 1764 he was gra- 
tified by the prefent emprefs with the title 
of counfellor of ftate ; and died on the 4th 
of April that year, in the 54th year of his 
age. 

Lomonozof excelled in various kinds of 

♦ Le Clerc fays Magdebourg, which is no univcrfity : 
I prcfume it is a falfe print, for Marburgh, where Wolf 
was profeffor of mathematics and philofophy, from the 
year 1723 to 1741. 

compofitions ; 
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compolitious ; but his chief merit, by which 
he bears the firft rank among the Ruffian 

.writers, is derived from his poetical compo- 
litions, the fineft of which are his odes. The 
firft was written in 1739, while he ftudicd 
in Germany, upon the taking of Kotfchin, a 
fortrefs of Crim Tartary, by marfhal Munic. 
The odes of Lomonozof are greatly admired 
for originality of invention, fublimity of fen- 
timent, and energy of language; and com- 
penfate for the turgid ftyle which, in fome 
inftances, has been imputed to them, by that 
fpirit and fire, which are the principal cha- 
rafteriftics in this fpecies of compofition. Pin- 
dar was his great model ; and if we may give 

' credit to a perfon * well verfed in the Ruffian 
tongue, he has fucceeded in this daring at- 
tempt to imitate the Theban bard, without 
incurring the cenfure of Horace "f-. In this, 

•tas well as feveral other fpecies of compofi- 
tion, he enriched his native language with 
various kinds of metre ; and feems to ^ave 

• L'Evefque, who fays of h^m, " II eft peut-etre le feul 
** emule de Pindar^." 

t " Pindarum quifquis ftudet aemulari," &c. L'Ode 
de Lomonofof fit coniiQitrc aux Ruffes hs veritables regies 
de \z hannonic. Le Clerc, 

jnerited 
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merited the appellation beftowed upon him> 
of the Father of Ruffian Poetry, 

A brief recapitulation of the principal wtorks 
of. Lomonozof, which were printed in three 
volumes odtavo, will ferve to fliow the verfa- 
tility of his genius, and his exteniive know- 
ledge in various branches of literature. 

Tke firft volume, befide a preface on the advantages de-i 
rived to the Ruffian tongue from the eccleiiaftical writings^ 
contains ten facred and nineteen panegyric odes^ and fci 
veral occafional pieces of poetry. 

The fecond comprifes an Eflay, irt profe, on the rules ftrf 
Ruffian Poetry ; tranflation of a German Ode ; Idylls 5 
Tamira and Selim, a tragedy 5 Demophoon, a tragedy j 
Poetical Epiftle on the Utility of Glafs ; two cantos of aii 
epic Poem^ intitlcd Peter the Great; a congratulatory copy 
of vcrfes ; an Ode ; tranflation of Baptift Rouffeau's ode^ 
Sut li Brmhiur ; Heads of a Courfe of LeSures on Na- 
tural Philofophy ; certain paflages tranflated in Verfe and 
profe, according to the originals^ from Cicero, Erafmiis; 
Lucian, ^lian, Ammianus Marcellinus, Quintus Curtiusj 
Homer, Virgil, Martial, Ovid, Horace, and Seneca, which 
Ruffian tranfladons were brought as examples in his Lec- 
tures upon I^hetoric; laftly> defcription of the Comet 
ivhich appeared in 1744* 

The third volume confifts chiefly of fpeecheis and tr^a- 
tifes read before the academy ; panegyric on the emprefe 
Elizabeth j on Peter the Great; trcatife on the advantages 
of chymiftry j on the phaenomena of the air, occafioned by 
the dedbical fire, with a Latin tranflation of the fame ; on 
the origin of light, as a new Aeory of colours ; mediods 
to determine with precifion the courfe of a veflcl; on the 
- . origin 
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origin of»metaIs by the means of earthquakes; Latin dit 
fertation on fdlidity and fluidity ; on the Tranfit of Venus 
in 1761, with a German tranflation ♦. 

Befide thefe various fubjedts, Lomonozof 
made no inconfid,erable figure in hiftory, hav- 
ing publiflied two fmall works relative to that 
of his own country. The firft, ftyled Annals 
of the Ruffian Sovereigns, is a fhort chrono- 
logy of the Ruffian monarchs ; and the fecond 
is the Ancient Hiftory of Ruffia, from the ori- 
gin of that nation to the death of the great- 
duke Yaroflaf I. in 1054; aperformance of great 
merit, as it illuftrates the moA difficult and ob- 
fcure period in the annals of this country. 

Alexander Sumorokof> who is juftly denomi- 
nated the founder of the Ruffian theatre, was 
the perfon who, after Lomonozof, principally 
contributed to refine the poetry of his coun* 
try. But before I enter upon a detail of his 
life and writings, I fhall premife a fliort ac- 
count of the Ruffian ftage ; as well becaufe a 
view of the ftate in which Sumorokof found 
the national theatre -f-, will difplay his powers 

in 

* Mr. Damafkin, who publifhed this complete edition 
of LomonozoPs works, received from the emprefs a pre- 
sent of ;^. 100. See RufT. Bib. for 1780, p. 338. 

t It does not enter into my plan to trace the intro- 
4u6lion and progrefs of the German, Italian, and French 

Vol. III. X players 
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in dramatic compofition ; as becaafe the hif- 
tory of the ftage in any country forms no in- 
confiderable part of the true hiftory of its li- 
terature. 

Before the aera of Peter the Great, almoft 
the only * dramatic reprefentations in Ruffia 
were exhibited in the monafteries of Kiof and 
Mofcow ; where the Undents performed oc- 
cafionally an u4£fus Oratorius^ or a fcriptural 
hiftory. 

The learned Demetrius Tooptalo^f-, me- 
tropolitan archbiftiop of Roftof, was highly 
diftinguifhed among the literati for cbmpof- 
ing, in the prevailing tafte of thofe times, 
the following fcriptural hiftories in verier 
The Sinner, an allegory. — Efther and Aha- 
fuerus. — The Birth of Chrift. — And the Re- 

players in Ruffia. I fliall only obferve, that, m the reign 
of Pete^ the Great, the firft fet of Germajn aSors played at 
Peterlburgh ; that fome Italian performers firft made their 
appearance in 1730 ; and the French comedian? in 1742. 
For further information on this futjeiS:, the reader is refer- 
red to Staehlin's Gef. des Theatres in Rufsland, in Hay- 
gold, or Schloetzer's Beylage, Vol. I. p. 400^ 

♦ We may except the reprefentations at cpurt Juring 

the minority of Peter the Great, when fome of Moliere's 

plays, tranflated into the Ruffian tongue, were afted in the 

. Ikonofpatlkoi convent ; among other perfons of diftinftion, 

the princefs Sophia performed a part. 

\i He died in 1709. 

furredion 
II 



fiirredron of^CliMi At the commencement 
of this century, thefe pieces became the fafhi- 
onable rtprefemations ^ and were not only 
|>erformed in convwits, but were aded at court, 
even fo late as the beginning of Elizabeth's 
reign. 

The ftudents ' of furgery in the hofpital at 
MoicbW'feerti W have given the firft public 
pcrfbrftiance exhibited by any of the laity, in 
the great hall ; whiere they raifed a ftage, and 
ufed fcreens for the fceneiy . Mr. Staehlin *, 
wlio was prefent at one of thefe plays, the 
fubjea of which was Tamerlane, informs us, 
that ' nothing fcould be more grotefque and 
^idiciiloii^; arid relates an inftance of moft 
jirofane ribaldry introduced into one of the 
fcriptural pieces, too grofs to be mf ntioned. 
The fame ingenious author remembers to have 
fcett at Peterfburgh the emprefs's grooms ad: 
in a iKll more wretched manner, either in the 
hay-loft of die imperial ftables, or in an un- 
fornifhed houfe. ASors pf this fort ufed alfo 
10 perform every year for theamufement of 
the common people: they had no regular 

* See Gcfchichte des Theatres in Rufsland, froit* which 
ingenious treatiie I have principally takei> this ac<:ouHt of 
the Ruffian ftage. 

X 2 theaire. 
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theatre, but were accuftomed to play in difie- 
rent parts of the city. At dufk, a paper lan- 
tern was hung from the window; and two 
huntfinen's horns were blown, in order to 
announce a comedy for that evening. T}^c 
entrance money was from ^ to zd.; and the 
fpedtators ufually remained two hours to fee 
and hear every fpecies of nonfenfe and ribal- 
dry. Such was the ft^te of the Ruffian ftage 
when Sumorokof brought out his firft tragedy 
ofKoref. 

About the fame time the ftrft regular Ruf- 
fian theatre was opened at Yaroilaf, under the 
direftion of the celebrated adlor Fepdor Volkof, 
the Garrick of Ruffia ; whofc talent^ for the 
ftage were as great as thofe of §yfi»orokof for 
dramatic compofition. Thi$ furprifing genius 
was fon of a tradefman at Yaipflaf, and was 
born in 1729: having difcovered very-ic^ly 
proofs of great abilities, he was fent for his 
education to Mofcow; where he learnt the 
German tongue, mufic, and drawing. His 
father dying, and his mother marrying a fe-^ 
cond hulband, who had eftablifhed a manu-* 
failure of falt-petre and fulphur, he applied 
himfelf to that trade; and ^oing upon the 
bufmefs of his father-in-law to Peter(burgh 

^bout 
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about the year 1748, his natural inclination 
for the ftage Jed him to frequent the German 
plays, and to form an intimate acquaintance 
with fome of the adors. 

Upon his return to Yaroflaf, he conftrudted 
a ilage in a large apartment at his father-in- 
law's houfe; painted the fcenes himfelf ; and, 
with the affiftance of his four brothers, adted 
feveral times before a large aflcmbly. Their 
firft performances were the fcriptural hiftories 
written by the archbifhop of Roftof 5 thefe 
were fucceeded by the tragedies of Lomo- 
nossof and Sumorokof, and fometimes fatiricai 
farces of their own compofition againft the in- 
habitants of Yaroflaf. As the fpedlators were 
admitted gratis at every reprefentation, his 
father-in-law objected to the expence. Ac- 
cordingly Volkof conftrufted in 1750, after 
his own plan, a large theatre, partly by fub- 
fcripticm, and partly at his own rifle : hav- 
ing fupplied it with fcenes, which he painted 
himfelf, and drefles, which he aflifl:ed in mak- 
ing ; and having procured an additional num- 
ber of adtors, whom he regularly inftru<fted, 
he and his troop performed with great ap- 
plaufe before crowded audiences, who cheer- 
fully paid for their admiffion. 

X 3 In 
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In 1752, the emprcf? Elizabeth, informed 
of their fuccefs, fiunmoned them to Peterf- * 
burgh ; where they reprefented, in the theatre 
of the court, the tragedies of Suniorokof. In 
order to form the new troop to a greater de- 
gree of perfection, the four principal ad:ors 
were placed in the feminary of the cadets *, 
where they remained four years. At the con- 
clufion of that period, a regular Ruffian the- 
atre was eftabliflied -at the court ; three ac- 
trefles were admitted; Sumorokof was ap- 
pointed diredor; and jT.iooo were allowed 
for tlie adors, Befide this falary, they were 
permitted to perform once a week to the 
^ public ; and the • admiffion-money was dif^ 
tributed among them without dedu<Stion, as 
the lights, mufic, and dreijes were provided 
at the exp^nce of the emprefe. 

The chief performances were the tragedies 
and comedies of Sumorokof, and tranflation^ 
from Moliere and other French writers.- The 
company continued to jfiouriih under the pa* 

* Stachlin fays, that Volkof was amongft thefe j but Le 
"Clcrc aflerts, *^ L'imperatrice fit placer les a^leurs au corps 
"^es' cadets, Volkof excepte, Celui-ci fe voyant prive de 
*' fes cempagnons, s'amufa a fairc des Mavionnettei^ 5 tarit 
" le penchant naturcl a de pui&nce fuf rhomme*" 
JP. 80. 

tronage 
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tronage of Catharine II. and the falaries of 
the Sidoors were gradually increafed to j^. 2200 
per annum. Volkgf and his brother were 
ennobled, and received from their imperial 
miftrefs eftates in land : he performed, for 
the lafl time, at Mofco w, in the tragedy of 
Zemira, a ihort time before his death, which 
happened in 1763, in the 35th year of his 
age. He equally excelled in tragedy and co- 
medy; and his principal merit confifted in 
characters of madnefs. ^ He was tolerably verfed 
in vriui" c , and was no indifferent poet, 

I lis friend .Sumorokof paid the following 
tribiite to the piemory of a perfon who had 
done ample juftice to his dramatic compo- 
fitions : ^^ Melpomene, unite thy tears with 
** mine.— Lament, and t^ar thy locks.-— My 
** friend is dead- — Adieu, my friend— for- 
^* row penetrates and difTolves my foul.— 
'* The fource of Hippocrene is frozen.— O 
" Ruffia ! you poffeffed a fecond Racine ! but 
** the new theatre is already tottering from 
^' it$ foundations ; and all the labours of a 
** century are deftroyed ! Volkof is feparated 
** from the Mufes for ever. — Tragedy has 
** loft her buikin and her poignard. — Mel* 
f* pomene, bedew his tomb with thy tears*/' 

• Lc Clerc, p. 8x, 

X 4 The 
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The prophecy, however, of Sumorokof, 
which his enthufiafm for the theatrical abi- 
lities of this great aftor, or his affedtion for 
the memory of his friend, led him to utter, 
is far from being fulfilled. The ftage, though 
it has fufFered a confiderable lofs by the death 
of Volkof, ftill fubfifts and profpers under 
the aufpices and protedion of her prefent ma- 
jefty ; and from the fpecimens which I faw 
among the foundlings at Mofcow, and in 
other feminaries, there feems no reafon to ap-- 
prehend the want of a future fupply. 

To return from this digreffion : Alexander 
Sumorokof was the fon of Peter Sumorokof^ 
a Ruffian nobleman, and was born at Mof- 
cow, on the i4tk of November 1727 *• He 
received the firft rudiments of learning in his 
father's houfe; where, befide a grammatical 
knowledge of his native tongue, he was well 
grounded in the Latin language. Being re- 
moved to the feminary of the Cadets at St. 
Peterlburgh, he profecuted his ftudies with 
unwearied application ; and gave very early 
proofs of his genius for poetry. Even on 

♦ This account of Sumorokof is chiefly taken from 
*' Kurze Nachricht von den Leben und der Schriften des^ 
" Alexander Petrowitch Sumorokof/* in Journ. St. Pet. 
for 1778. 

holidays 
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holidays he would retire from his compa- 
nions, who were engaged in play, and de- 
vote his whole time to the peruial of the 
Latin and French writers ; nor was it long 
before he himfelf attempted to compofe. 

The firft efforts of his genius were love* 
fongs, whofe tendernefs and beauties, till theo 
unexprelled in the Ruffian tongue, were greatly 
admired, and confidered as certain prognoftics 
of his future fame. Upon quitting the fe- 
minary, he was appointed ac^utant, .firft to^ 
count Golovkin, and afterwards to count Ro- 
fomoffki; and being foon noticed and pa- 
tronized by count Ivan Shuvalof, he was in-, 
troduced by that Maecenas to the emprefs Eli- 
zabeth, who took him under her proteftion. 
About the 29th year of his age, an enthu- 
fiaftic fondnefs he had contradled for the 
works of Racine, turned his genius to the 
drama ; and he wrote the tragedy of Koref> 
which laid the foundation of the Ruffian the- 
atre. This piece was firft adled by fome of 
his former fchool-mates, the cadets, who had 
previoufly exercifed their talents in declama- 
tions, and in afting a French play. The em- 
prefs Elizabeth, informed of this new phaeno- 
menon in the theatiical world, ordered the 
traj^edy to be exhibited in her prefence upon 

a fmall 
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a jTmaJl tl^ajtre of the court, where German, 
It^an, ai\d Freijch plays had b^n perforrped. 
Thje appjaufc aad diiUndion which the au- 
thor received on this occafion, encouraged 
him to Jfi^lQW the bent of his genius ; and 
he j^c^iucjed Xucceflively Hamlet, Ariftona^ 
Sinaf and Tnivor, ^emira, Dimifa, Vitflielaf, 
th^ Falfc Demetrius, and Miciflaf. Nor was 
]^is jcnufe lefs fertile in comedies ; which are, 
Trifibtinus ; the Judge ; the Difpute between 
the Huftand smd Wife ; the Guardian ; the 
Portion acquired by Fraud ; the Envious 
Man ; Tartuflfe ; the Imaginary Cuckold, the 
Mother who rivals her Daughter; the Goilip; 
^nd the Three Rival Brothers. He wrote 
alfo the operas of Alceftes, and Cephalu§ and 
JProcris. 
With refpcct to his tragedies, Racine* 

was 

♦ " Elegant comme Racine il tacha d'imiter la conduite 
*' de fes plans j mais il ne put pcnetrer le fecret de notrc 
** inimitable poete. . D voulut etre fage comme lui, il fut 
** froid, et.fa fcene manqua du mouvement." L'Eveftjue, V, 

P- 342. 

" !pn voulant raprochcr de Racine dans la cojiduite de 

*Vfes plans, Sumorokof s'eloigna dans Taftion; fouvent 

'* il eft froid dans les fcenes ou Racine eleilrife Jes coeurs 

*' et Jes ames. Les vers tragiques de Sumorokof ap- 

** prochent dc la douceur, de Telegance, et dc rbarnjoni^ 

"de 



C. 8^ POETS. 31^ 

was his model ; and the Ru0kn biographer 
pf S^imorokof, who feems a competent judge 
o£ his merit/>llows, that *V though in fome 
*• xnftances he has attained all the excellence 
*' of the French poet, yet he has failed in 
" many others -, but it would be uncandid to 
*' infift upon fuch defecfts in a writer who 
** iirft introduced the drania among his counp 
'* trymen. The French overlook in their Corr 
" xieille ftill greater faults/' ** His comue- 
/^ dies,*' continues the fame author, ** con- 
^^ tain much humour : but I do not imagine 
*' that our dramatic writers will adopt him 
/* fpr their model ; for he frequently excites 
/• the laughter of the fpedtator at the expence 
^' of his cooler judgement*. Never thelels, 

they 

'^ de ceux de Racine, mais il s'en faut bien qu'ils en aient 
*' Tame/' Le Clerc, p. 76. 

His tragedies are written in rhyme, in the Alexandrine 
verfe, the fame as the French heroic. His comedies- are 
jti profe, 

* ** Weil es auch ein Lachen gieht, nach welchem der 
" Zufchauer nicht wohl mit fich felbft Zufrieden ift dafs 
** er gelacht hat." X'iterally, " Since he occafions a 
'^ laughter, at which the fpeftator is not well latisfied that 
♦^ he has laughed.'* Does the biographe/ mean by this 
paffage, that the wit of Sumorokof was often too farcical, 
Imd degenerated too much into a low fpecies of humour ? 
If fo, let the author anfwerfor himfelf. In a letter to Vol- 
taire 
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** they prefcnt fufficient paffages to prove, 
*^ that he would have attained a greater de- 
*< gree of perfection in this line, if fie had 
** paid more attention to paint our manners, 
** and to follow the tafte of the beft foreign 
** writers," 

Befide dramatic writings, Sumorokof at- 
tempted every fpecies of poetry, excepting the 
epic. He wrote love-fongs, idyls, fables, fa* 
tires, anacreontics, elegies, verfions of the 
Pfelms, and Pindaric odes. Superior to Lo- 
monozof * in the compositions of the drama, 
he was yet inferior to him in Pindaric writ- 
ings. " Though his odes," adds his biogra- 
pher, " are diftinguifhed by their eafy flow 

tatre, he complains that his countrymen had begun to adopt 
that wretched fpecies of compofition, the ientimental cor 
mcdy, inftead of the wit and humour of MoHerej and 
Voltaire agreed with him, in the following words : ** Je 
** foufcris entierement a tout ce que vous dites de Molierc 
*^ et de la comedie Larmoyante, qui a la honte de la nation 
*' a fuccede au feul vrai genre comique porte a perfeftion 
** par rinimitablq Moliere," Bach. Ruft Bib. for 1778, 

P- 153- 

♦ There was an unfortunate rivalry between thefe two 
poets : each wifhed to excel in the other's line j and each 
failed in the attempt. The account of this rivalry between , 
Lomonozof and Sumorokof might unfortunately add ano- 
ther article for the author of Les ^erelles Liter aires. 
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** of verfificatton, by their harmony, foftncfs, 
'* artd grac6 ; yet they are far from reaching^ 
*^ that elevation aftd fire, which charadterize 
thofe of Lomonozof. Thefe two great poets 
had each their peculiar talents : the one dif- 
** played in his ilyle all the majefly, ftr^ngth, 
** and fublimity of thd Ruffian tongue ; and 
** the other all its harmony, foftnefs-, and ele;* 
gance. The elegies of Sumorokof are full 
of tenderncfs ; his idyls give a true pidure 
** of the paftoral life, in all the pleafing fim- 
^* plicity of unimproved nature, without de- 
^* fcending to vulgarity ; and may ferve as 
•* models in this fpecies of compofition in all 
*^ things excepting in ftri(5t morality. His 
*^ fatires are the beft in: the Ruffian language, 
** but are extreipely unequal ; and d^erve tq 
** have been wrought with more plan and 
*• regularity. In writing his fables, his pen 
•* feems to ha.ve been guided by the Mufes 
** and Graces * ; and I do not hefitate, if not 

♦ This opinion feems to be general : " Mais tous le^ 
^* applaudiflements fe font reunis en faveur de ces fables, 
** On ne peut leur refufer la premiere place apres celles de 
^ La Fontaine." L'Evefque, Vol. V. p. 342, 

'* Ses fables peuvcnt etre comparees a ce qu'on a feit de 
" mieux dans ce genre, depuis Tinimitable La Fontaine." 
he Clerc, p, 77, 
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V 

'^ to prefer diem, at Icaft to compare them 
^^ with thofe bf Fontaine/" - • 

Sumorokbf was alfo author of a few flioii; 
itiA cjfitached hiftorical pieces* A ChTOiticlfe' 
of Mbfcow, in which he relates the origin' 
of that city ; and abridges the reigns of* its 
monai-chs frorii Ivan Danilovitch to Feodor 
Alexievitch.— -A Hiftory of the firft infur- 
reftion of the Strelitz in 1682, by whfch 
Ivan was appointed joint fovereign with Peter 
tfie Great, and the princefs Sophia regent.— 
Art account of Stenko Razin*s rebellion. His 
flyle in thefe pieces* is faid to be clear anil 
peripicuous, but fomewhat too flowery and 
|icetical for proie. 

Sumorokof obtained by his merit the fa- 
vour cfnd prot^dtion of his fovereign • Eliza- 
beth gave him the rank of brigadier ; ap- 
pointed him dire(5lor of the Ruffiari theatre ; 
and fettled apon him a penfion of £. 400 per 
annuhii Catharine II. created him tounfellbf 
of ftate ; conferred upon him the order of St. 
Anne; and honoured him with many in- 
ftances of munificence and diftinftion until 
his death> which carried him off at MofcoWr 
pn the I ft of October i jjy, in the 51ft year 
of his age. 

*^ With refped; to his difpofition,*^*' fays his 

biographer. 
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biographer, ** this celebrated poet fcehis to 
** have pofTeffed a gckM and araiabk iieart ; 
*' but his extreme fenfibiKty, an exceUcht 
*^ qudity in a poet when tempered A;irith phi- 
*' lofophy^ occafioned that flri^ularity and ve- 
*^ hemence of charadlet, which gave i^ mucJt 
*' trouble and uneatfinefs to stll his atquaint- 
" ance, but particularly to hinifelf. He Was 
" polite and condefcending towards thofe who 
" treated him with refpfedt; but haughty to 
** thofe who behaved to him with pride. 
** He knew no deceit; he was a fcrde friend, 
** and atn open enemy ; amd cbuld neither for- 
^* get an obligation nor an injury, Paffionate^ 
*^ and fre(^ueritly ihconfideratc iii his purfuits, 
**.he could not bear the leaft'oppofition ; and 
'* oftentimes looked upon the moft trifling 
** circumilance as the greateft evil. His ex- 
•* traordinary fame, the many favours which 
^^ the onprefs conferred upon him, the indul- 
*^' genee and veneration of his friends, might 
** have made him extremely forttinate, if he 
*^ had underftood the art of being fo; He had 
** conceived a great, perhaps too great, an icfea 
** of the charafter and merits of a true poet; 
** and could not endure to fee with patience 
*^ this noble and much-efteemed art, which 
'* had been confecrated by Homer, Virgil, 

and 
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and other great men, profaned by perfons 

* without judgement or abilities. Thefe pre- 

* tenders, he would fay, fhock the public 

* with their nonfenfe in rhyme ; and clothe 
^ their monftrous conceptions in the drefs 

* of the Mufes. The public recoil from them 

* with difgufl and averfion ; and, deceived by 
^ their appearance, treat with irreverence thofe 
' children of heaven, the true Mufes/' 

The , examples of Lomonozof and Sumo- 
rokof .have tended to diffufe a fpirit of poe- 
try, and a tafte for polite learning, among 
the Ruffiansi and they are fucceeded by a nur 
merous band of poets *. Of thefe I fhall only 
mention one writer, who has diftinguifhed 
himfelf by compofing the firft epic poem in 
the Ruffian, tongue. 

Michael Kherafkof, a perfon of a noble 
family, has excelled in fever^ ipecies of com- 
pofition. His works are, a poem upon the 
Utility of Science; fev.eral tragedies and co- 
medies ; Pindaric odes. Anacreontics, fables, 
idyls, and fatires ; a romance, called Ariadne 
in Thebes ; Numa Pompilius ; a poem, in four 
cantos, in honour of the naval viAory over 
the Turks at the battle of Tchefme ; but the, 

♦ Many of thefe ^re enumerated by Mr. Lc Clerc, 
Hift. Mod. p. 78—98. 

piece 
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piece by which he has acquired the greateft 
fame, is an epic poem in twelve cantos^ called 
the Rofliada, written in Iambic meafure of 
fix feet in rhjrme. Its fiibjeft is the conqutft 
of Cafan by Ivan Vaflalievitch II. or, as the 
author has exprefled himfelf, ** I fing Ruffia 
•* delivered from the yoke of barbarians ; the 
might of the Tartars laid low, and their 
pride humbled : I fing the ftrifes and bloody 
conflicts of ancient armies ; Ruflia's tri- 
** umph; and Cafan's fubje<5tion/.' This work 
is greatly admired by the natives; and may 
juftly be confidered as forming an epoch in 
the hiftory of their poetry. The general plan 
feems well difpofed * ; the events follow each 
other in a rapid but orderly fucceflion ; and 
the imagination of the reader is kept alive 
by frequent fcenes of terror, in which the 
author feems particularly to excel. The fub- 
jedt is extremely interefting to the Ruffians ; 
and the poet has artfully availed himfelf of 

♦ An account of this poem in the German tongue is 
given in the Journal of St. Peterfburgh for 1779, vol. I. 
p. 388, in which the contents of each canto are minutely 
delineated, I had once begun a tranflation of this Re- 
view, and of the contents of each canto, with a defign o^ 
prefenting it to the reader j but defifted, as the materials 
for this work were much more extenfive than I had at firft 
reafon to apprehend. 

Vol. IIL Y > the 
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the popular belief by the introduction of faints 
and martyrs for the nuchinery of his poem- 
Mr. Le Clerc informs us, that this poem, 
while it contains fcveral ftriking paflages of 
great beauty, is in many parts deficient in 
harmony; a defedl, he adds, which the au- 
thor, by retouching and corredting, is capable 
of removing. 

Mr. Kheraflcof has not in the prcfent reign 
failed of acquiring the rewards due to his ex*- 
traordinary talents; having been fucceffively 
appointed vice-prefident of the college of 
mines, counfellor of flate, and curator of the 
univerfity of Mofcow. 

Lomonozof is a rare, and perhaps a fingle 
inflance of any Ruffian of low degree, who 
was not an ecclefiaflic, that has attained, 
from fo mean a condition, to great eminence 
in niterature. Rut it is probable, that fuch 
examples will foon ceafe to be uncommon; 
fince the fchools, inflituted by Catharine in 
every province of her wide-extended empire, 
will facilitate the acquifition of learning among 
the lower clafs of people ; fince the, zeal for 
inquiry is fpread among the natives ; and ho- 
nour and promotion are known by experience 
to be the certain attendants on literary ac- 
quifitions. Indeed, fuch is the fpirit with 

which 
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which the emprefs protefts and encourages 
learning; that fcafcely any work of merit 
makes its appearance, for which the author 
does not inftantly receive fome mark of dif- 
tindion or liberality* 

In order to fpread a tafte of literature among 
her fiibjefts, Catharine appointed, in 1768, 
a committee to order and fuperintend tranfla- 
tions of the claffics, and the beft modern au- 
thors, into the Ruffian tongue ; and allowed 
£iJood per aniium towards defraying the ex- 
pence of fuch undertakings. 

The following is a lift of the tranflations 
which had made their appearance before the 
8th of July 1774*. 

Homer's Batrachomyomachia 5 Charafters of Theo- 
phraftus ^ ^lian ; Herodian \ Diodorus Siculus ; Terence ; 
Cicero De Finibus 5 Csefar's Commentaries 5 Three 
Epiftles of Ovid; his Metamorphofes in profe ; Tacitus d^ 
Moribus Germanorum ; Paterculus ; Valerius Maximus ; 
Stritter's Memoria populorum olim ad Danubium incoUntium 
e Script. Byzan. Hijl. eru/ta ; Mullen's Account of the 
Antient Inhabitants of Ruffia j Gmelin's Travels through 
Ruffia; Pallas's Travels through RufSa; His Prufliaa 
Majefty's Treatife on the Reafon for making and repealing 
Laws ; Montefquieu's Conjideratiom fur la grandeur it la 
decadence des Remains ; his Lyjimaque^ Dialogue de Sylla et 
d^Eucratey EJfai fur le Gouty and Temple de Gnide ; Dimf- 
dale's Treatife on Inoculation j Chalotais y?^r P Education ; 

• See Ruff. Bib. for 1775, p. 74. 

Y z Hiftory 



3^4 TRAVELS INTO KtfSSIA. *• ^ 

Hiftory and Trcatifcs of the Amfterdam Society (br 1^ 
covery of Drowned Perfons j The Ottoman Empire ; Re- 
public of Ragufa, Great-Britain, Portugal, Kingdom of 
Pruffia,from Bufching's Geography; Voltaire's Candide; 
a Dialogue of St. Evremond between three perfons of dif* 
ferent fentiments ; various articles from the Eccyli^^edie $ 
Jufti's Foundation of the Power and Happinefs of States 5 
Calliere De la manlere de negocier avec les fiuverains ^ Rouf- 
feau's Abridgement of St. Pierre^ s Projet ^une pais perpe^ 
tuellt'y St. Real's Cenfpiration des Efpagnob smtre la Re* 
publlque de Venife\ Vertot's Revolution Romaines-, Mably's 
Hlftoire Grecque ; Chincfe Refleflions from the Manfliur 
tongue; The Vifible World; Lambert's Traiti de T Jmitii ^ 
Taffo's Jerufakmme Liberata; Gulliver's Travels; JofejA 
Andrews ; Jonathan WUd the Great ; Amelia ; of the Vjm^ 
triloquifts ; Gellert's Betfchwefter ; die Art of being po- 
lite ; Letters upon feveral Phyfical and Philofophical Sirf)- 
je£ls ; Macquer's Chymiftry ; the Duty of aa Pflic^r j 
Diftionary of the French Academy j oa die - advantage of 
inftru^ling Youth in ClaiScal Literature^ RdU^^s Belles 
Lettres ; Bell's Journey through Ruffla. 

This lift mentions 83 bdoks, the tranila- 
tions whereof were in the prefs ; 78, of which 
tranflatk^ns were making > aixd 63, whieh the 
committee propofed to be tranfktccL 

I have received an account of the following 
tranflations, which have been lince made. 

. Henriade ; Diabk Bokeux ; Gellert's Works ; AndeTf 
fon's Hiftory of Commerce; Robertfon's Hifbory of 
Charles V. from the French tranllation; Pallas Samlw^en 
MongoHfchen Volkerfchaften ; Englifh Grammar ; Homcr'5 
Iliad ; Virgil's -/Eneid ; Lucian's Dialogues ; Milton's 
Paradife Loft; Coycr's Hifloire dej. ScbUfki-, MonteP. 

quieu's 
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<tjiiieu*s EJprit des Lotx\ Mallet's Hift. de Dannemarc\ 

Hift* Generale de Voyages \ Virgil's Eclogues and Georgics ; 

^Cicero de Natura Deorum\ Plato's Works ; Hefiod; Coxe's 

Ruffian Difcfoveries \ Les Incas de Marmontel 'y Bielfield's 

* * * _ 

Political Inftitutions ; Hift. 'de la Malfon de Br^denburgh ^ 
']i^moir€S tie Sully -, Blackftone^s Commentaries ; Hift, 
Aug* Script, Sex ; Pope's Effay on Man ; Locke on Edu- 
cation; Livy; feveral Epiftles and Odes of Horace; 
"Young's Six Weeks Tour, tranflated by particular order 
of the emprefs, for the purpofe of difFufing the knowledge 
of pra£tiad agriculture, &c. &c. 

With refpedt to claffical literature ; the 
<jreek language is yet taught in very few of 
the fchools ; is fcarcely known to the laity ; 
and is a rare qualification even among the 
regular clergy. Latin is more common, be- 
ing underftood by many of the regular clergy, 
and not unfrequently cultivated by perfons of 
improved education. Many of the claflics 
have been tranflated by natives into the Ruf- 
fian tongue ; feveral editions of the mofl: ap- 
proved Greek and Roman authors have been 
publiflied at Mofcow and Peterfburgh ; but 
the editors have been chiefly foreigners, en- 
couraged to this attempt by the patronage of 
thofe among the Ruflian nobility who are not 
deficient in antient literature, and excited by 
the opening genius of the nation. Among the 
natives, however, who have rendered them- 
ielves iUuilrious in this branch of knowledge, 

y 3 Imuft 
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I muft not omit the name of Plato archbifhop 
of Mofcow, who is highly eminent for claf- 
lical learning; and, among the naturalized 
foreigners, that of Eugenius archbifhop of 
Slavenik and Kherfon *, who, in the true fpirit 
of the original, has tranflated into Greek hex- 
ameters the Eclogues andGeorgics of Virgil; 
a work printed in folio, at the expe»<ie of prince 
Potemkin, and exhibiting a magnificent fpe- 
cimen of typography. This fame ingenious 
author is employed in tranflating into the fame 
language the iEneid, in which he has made 
confiderable progrcis. 
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BOOK VI. 

CHAP. I. 

Conje£iures on the population and revenues of the 
Ruffian empire.^^Bank of aJignation^^-^Pa-^ 
per currency. 

IF we recoiled; the various publications in 
England relative to the population of Great 
Britain, and the furprifing difference between 
the calculations of Dr. Price on one hand, 
and Meffi-s. Wales and Howlett on the other, 
in a country where the regifters of births and 
deaths are fuppofed to be regularly kept, and 
where there are no impediments to our re- 
fearches 5 we fhall not be furprifed at meet- 
ing with a ftill greater uncertainty in refpedt 

Y 4 to 
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to the population of Ruffia^ confidering the 
immenfe extent of its empire, the various na- 
tions v^hich compofc it, the difficulty of pro-* 
curing cxadt intelligence, and the obftrud:ions 
which prevent a freedom of inquiry i nor caa 
we think it extraordinary, that fome authors 
have eftimated it at. 28,000,000 inhabitants^ 
and others at only 14,000,000. 

Under this refledion, it might appear pre- 
fumptuous in a foreigner, who was only re- 
lident in the metropolis during a few months, 
to attempt to lay down any pofitive informa- 
tion upon fo intricate a fubjedt. Trufting, 
however, to the candor of the teader, I fub- 
mit the following iketch, from which fomQ 
general inferences may be drawn with refped: 
to the number of inhabitants contained in this^ 
vaft empire. 

According to the laft numeration made in 
J 764, the males who paid the poll-tax 
amounted to 7,363,348. By doubling*, 
therefore, this number for the females, we 
have for the inhabitants in thofe provinces Souls^ 
. which are felled with the poll-tax, -- 14,726,696 
In the new governments of Mohilef and 

• Voltaire, in his eftimatc of the population of Ruffia, inf^ead of 
9nly doubling, triples the number of males paying the poll-tax 5 and 
while be computes the incrcafe by births^ make* no allowance for thf 
diminution by deaths, 

Polotfk^ 
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Folotik, lately difmembered from Poland^ 
and which contain 730,000 males paying 
the poll-tax, by the fame mode of efti- Souls, 
mation, are — — — 1,460,000 

In the Ukraine *, which, according to the 
revifion of 1764, contained 955,228 
males, are _— ■ ^j9iP3456 

Government of Revel in 1773 *— - 176,000 

Riga or Livonia — — . *— 447,360 

Wiburg * — . — **^ 117,998 



18,838,510 

As in this calculation are not included the nobles and 
gentry, the clergy, the army, the navy, the Siberian coflacs, 
the tribes of wandering Calmucs, the Laplanders, the Sa- 
nwyedes, the inhabitants of the provinces ceded to Ruflia by 
the Turks, and others, who are exempted from the poll-tax^ 
we may fairly add for all thefe 4,000,000 ; and the average po- 
pulation of the whole empire will amount to 22,838,510. 

I cannot avoid, in this place, taking notice 
of an objedlion which has been made to this 
mode of calculation. It is urged, that al- 

* In the Ukraine, in 1771, were the following numbers of births 
and deaths, from which the reader, who is verfed in calculations of thi« 
ibrt, will compute the population ; 

Births. Deaths. 

Males 38,630 ^6,746 

Females 35,56^1 a4>»3* 



■»• 



74,191 50*984- 

(uT, Hift. Ma^. IX. p. 459, ice* 



though 
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though at the laft numeration in 1764, the 
pcrfons paying the poll-tax amounted to 
,7,363,348, yet, that fince that period, their 
number has been confiderably diminifhed by 
the Turkifli war, the campaigns in Poland, 
the rebellion of Pugatchef, and by the plague 
which raged with great violence at Mofcow, 
and in the fouthern parts of the empire : from 
thefe circumftances, the author of the Eflai 
for le Commerce de Ruffie has reduced the 
population to 14 millions*. It is very dif- 
ficult to anfwer an obje<ftion which does not 
arife from particular j^ but from general fafts ; 
and which| while it ftates the diminution, 
does not at the fame time pay any attention 
to the acquifition of new fubjedts. 

The arguments drawn from conjedlure may 
feem to make it probable, that the ravages 
of war and of the pcftilence have occafioned 
the lofs of about 600,000 fubjefts; while 
thofe deduced from matters of fad: pofitively 

• *' Le dernier dcnombrcmeht de 1764, a pu donner im 
" total de 17 a 18 millions d'habitants des deux fexes, tout 
** compris : mais ce calcul, fans dout« exaS a cette epoque, 
•* nc peut Tetre depuis la guerre de la Pologne & de la 
" Turquie, depuis la derniere revoke, & fur-tout depuis la 
*' pefte. Nous Croyons done pouvoir avancer qu'il n'y a 
« plus que 6 millions d'homme$ en RufHe," &c. Eflai fur 
"le Commerce de RuiEe, p. 31. 

prove. 
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prove, that the increafe fince the laft nume- 
ration has greatly exceeded this diminution. 

By the acquifition of the provinces dif- 
membered from Poland, at leaft 1,509,000 
fouls have been added to the inhabitants of 
the empire. Befide the new fubje6ts of the 
diftrids bordering upon the Black Sea, which 
were ceded by the Porte, many thoufand Greek 
and Armenian families have migrated from 
Crim Tartary, and help to cdlonize fevergl 
new towns and villages which line the banks 
of the Dnieper below the catarafts ; and it 
muft be remarked, that fince the folid efta- 
blifhment of peace throughout the empire, the 
fecurity and order derived from a more ilable 
legiflature, the eftablifhment of phyficians and 
furgeons in the new governments, the addi- 
tional privileges which the emprefs has confer- 
red upon the merchants, burghers, and peafants 
of the crown, the population has confiderably 
augumented * in many parts of her exteniive 

dominions. 

* I can lay before the reader the following undoubted 
inftances of this augmentation. 

Table of the births ind deaths for 1776 ancf 1777 11^ 

the government of Tver. 

Births. Deaths, Births. Deaths. 

Males - 8707 3715 I 9509 3740 

Females 6137 3066 6726 3192 

ij^d^ 678; 16235 6932 

The 
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dominions. All diefc confiderations muft furely 
overthrow any objections to the general calcu* 
lation of between a 2 or 23 millions * for the 
avwa|;e population of the Ruflian empire. 

lam 

The reader will probably obferve, with as much afto,. 
iiifhment as I di<^ the furprifing excefe of the births 
;J)ovc the deaths. If we compare the twd tables^ we ftiall 
find that in 1777 there were -1291 births more than in 

J 776. 
♦According to a lift in the Journal of St. Peteriburgh 

for 1 78 1, publiftied by authority, we find the births in the 

gpvemment of Tver amounted in 1780 to males 11,948) 

females 9013 =: 20961 : the marriages to 6074^ the 

deaths, males 4315, females 3613 = 7928. The increafe^ 

therefore, of the births fince 1776 amounts to 6117 ; and 

ahe excels o( the births in the fmgle year 1780 over the 

(JeaAs, 13,033. 

In the government of Novogorod for 1777, were. 

Births. Deaths. 

Males 8536 4216 

Females 6625 3^4' 

I5I6I 7857 

In 1779 the lift was, 

Births. Deaths, 

Males 9337 3965 

Females 7129 3289 

16466 7254 

By comparing thefe two lifts, the excefs of births in 1779 
over thofe of 1777, was 1305, and the decreafe of deaths 
603 5 which gives an incr^afe of population for that year 
only, 1908 fouls. 

♦ Bufching, in his Erdbefchreibung, efti mates the po-^ 
pulation of RuiSa at 20 millions 3 Suefslich, Vol. II. p. 213, 

at 
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I am well aware, that the important quef- 
tion concerning the Ruffian finances is no leis 
liifikult than that which relates to the popu- 
lation 3 and all the intelligence which I can 
pretend to give amounts to the following par- 
ticulars* . 

The revenues q£ Ruffia> befide the impaft$ 
paid by the Ukraine, and the provinces con* 
quered from Sweden, chiefly arife from the 
polLtax ; the duties of import and export j 
the excife upon :^lt| the crown and church 
lands ; the mint ; and the fak of Ipirituous 
liquors, &c, . 

The polUtax was introduced in 1721 by Peter Lj 
and, at the acccffion of the prefent emprefs, it was exadlei 
irom all perfons, excepting the; nobles and gentry, the 
elergy, the navy, the army, the Coflacs, the inhabitants ©f 
the Ukraine and conquered provinces. AH who were 
liable to this tax were rated in different proportions, as 
they were merchants, burghers, or peafants^ By , the 

^ man^fto 

at 24; Monf. Le Qerc, Hift. Mod- p. 177, &c. upon the 
fame grounds as thofe alledged by the author of the Efly 
fur le Commerce de Ruilie, at 19 ; but he falls into the 
fame error, by enumerating the caufes which tend to 
diminifh the population, without taking into confideration 
thofe which help to incr^afe it. L'Eveifque, in vol. IV. 
p. 480, ftates the number at 19,050,000 ; but then he is 
evidently deficient in putting die inhabitants of the Ukraine, 
Siberia, and the Coflacs, only at 300,000. He adds, how- 
ever, '' Mais la plupart des feigneurs aflurent que la popu^ 
** lation eft confiderablcment augmentee dans leurs villages, 
^ iepuis U dcrnicre revifion." 
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tnanifefto of 1775, t>romdlgated after the <;onclufion of die 
Turkifh war, the merchants were exempted from this tax ; 
and It now includes only the burghers and peafants. 

Every fifteen or twenty years, the number of inhabitants 
throughout the empire is ufually taken; aiKl, in each 
diftrid fubje£l to the poll-tax, all males, infants as well 
as adults, under the defcHption of a burgher or peafant, are 
aflefled * ; from that period the fame afleflment is regu- 
larly paid till the next revifion, whether the p6pulation of 
that diftri£l increafes or diminifhes ; in the latter cafe, the 
inhabitants or the landholders are bound to make op the 
deficiency ; in the former, the tax is not augmented, and 
of courfe falls much eafier upon a larger number of per- 
fons. The landholders are anfwerable for the payment 
of the money at which their peafants are rated. 

According to, the lafl revifion in 1764, this impofl 
produced a clear fum of ^. i>363,93S. At the beginning 
of the Turkifh war it was augmented to near £. 2,000,000 j 
but, as it was again reduced at the conclufion of the fame 
war, we will Abate its net produce at the original fum, 
/• ^>363>93S > though this eflimate is rather below thaii 

• It is no cafy matter to convey a clear notion of tlys tax, as well 

from the complicated method di impofmg it, as from the different 

changes which are occaHoiially made in the nu>de of afTeiTment.— 

A bvrgher pays ul'ually 4 /. 9 ^. per annum ; a peafant of the crown, 

in Tome inftances, 8 /. pn others, 4/. 4i</. } a peafant of an individual, 

%s, 9^. — Every perfon cxercifin^ the trade of a taylor, fmith, fhoe- 

maker, mafon, or any fimilar handicraft trade^ and who enrols himfelf in 

the company of any town, pays annually, befide the poll-tax, % /. Every 

peafant who quits his village, to trade at Peterfburgh, Mofcow, or 

elfewhere, pays 5 d* to the crown for his paflport. Thefe, and many 

othei* fimilar taxes, are all ranged under the poll-tax. TTie diflenters, 

or old believers in the Ruilian church, pay double poll-tax. Some 

burghers and peafants, fuch as the yamlhtcs who find poft-horfcs, and 

others, are exempted from the poll-tax j others pay it in labour ^ fome 

in furs, &c. I found it impolTible to give eqval atteation to every 

obje£l ; and I frankly own, that amidft the variety of intelligence whicb 

I procured in Ruflia, I do not perfe^ly coipprehend each mode <if tfleC- 

ment in the poll-tax. 

aboFQf 
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above its value, fince the merchants, inftead of the poll- 
tax, now pay one per cent, of their capital employed in 
trade. 

The governments of Mohilef and Polotflc, difmembercd 
from Poland, arc afTefled at £*^i^^^60j in the following 
manner. Each male in thofe provinces is rated at i s. 3rf.j 
and the landholder, for the liberty of diftilling and felling 
fpirituous liquors, pays alfo to the crown lO^. for each 
peafant. As thefe provinces contain 730,000 males liable 
to the polUtax, its revenue in this article amounts to 
die above-mentioned fum of ;^. 74,460. 

The average duties upon imports and exports amount 
to £* 760,000. 

The exqife upon fait, which is appropriated to the cm- 
prefs's privy purfe, produces, upon an average, ;f .400,000. 
Her majefty has twice diminiflied the price of fait nearly 
30 per cent. 

The mines * auid coinage, and duties upon iron at the 
forge, yield ^.679,182, exclufive of the profits from the 
coinage of gold and filver imported into Ruilia. 

The church-lands, which are now annexed to the 
crown, produce about ^.400,000: part of this money 
is allotted to pay the falaries of the archbifhops, biftiops, 
and regular clergy, for the maintenance of the feveral mo- 
nafteries, and for the penfions of officers and foldiers 
difmifled from the fervice. The remainder, which belojigs 
to the privy purfe, amounts to about 300,000 roubles =: 
£, 30,000. 

The fale of fpirituous liquors forms at prefent nearly 
one-third of the Ruffian revenue. In every part of the 
empire, excepting the Ukraine and the conquered pro- 
vinces, the crown alone has tht privilege of felling fpi- 
rituous liquors. The vaft increafe of this branch of finance 
will beft appear from the following table. 

• See Chap. VI. of Uus Book. 

: Unta 
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Until 1752 it was farmed for ^.540,000; dU 1770 
for ^. 610,000 ; till 1774 for ^.900,000; and till 1778 
for ^.i,500,ooo. By the new leafe, which took place in 
^779* it was let for the four next years at the fum of 
^« 1,800,000 ; and will probably be raifed at the condu-* 
fion of the prefent leafe : of this fum Peterfburgh and 
Mufcow pay ^.464,000. 

. Stamp duties, monopoly of rhubarb *, pot-afli, and 
rich furs, tributes of furs and fkins, and other taxes whick 
have been (knitted tj we may fairly ftatc at j^. 500,000. 

Recapitulation of the feveral articles. 
Poll-tax — _ _ 3^.1,362,935 



Revenues of the Ukraine — *^ 


493381 


Conquered provinces — — 


}I9yOI3 


Provinces difembered from Poland — 


74,460 


Cuftoms —.—.—• 


760,000 


Salt, _ _ — 


400,000 


Gold and filver from the mines, copper, 1 




profits of coinage, duty upon iron > 


679,182 


at the forge — - — J 




Farm of fpirituous liquors — - -t. 


1,800,000 


Church-lands — — . 


400,000 


Stamp duties, and other taxes omitted — . 


500,000 



6,144,968 

It IS curious to obferve how the gradual 
increafe of civilization in the Ruffian empire 
has been followed by a gradual increafe in its 
revenues. At the acceffion of Peter the Great, 
they amounted to >C- i>ooo,ooo; and at his 

* This monopoly has been abollfhed fmce I left Ruffia. 
f Particularly the profits from the coinage of the gold and filver 
which are imported* , 

5 death 
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death to ^. X ,600,000. Elizabeth raifedthemto 
^.3,600,000 ; when theprefent emprefs afcend- 
ed the throne, they produced jT. 4,400,000; 
now yield above £^. 6,000,000 ; and are ftill in 
an increafing ftate. This fum is fufficient for 
the peacc-eftablifhment. Of this revenue, the 
expences of the army and navy amount to 

about jC*3>^7^>4^5 > t^^^^ of the civil efta- 
blifhment to £. 2,272,483 ; arid the remainder, 
or ^,800,000, is appropriated to the privy 
purfe of the emprefs. But it is difficult to 
conceive how fhe is able to maintain the mag- 
nificence of her court ; the number of public 
inftitutions ; the numerous buildings * which 
are continually erefting at her expence; the 
liberality with which fhe encourages the arts 
and fciences ; the purchafes which fhe is con- 
tinually making in every country in Europe'; 
and the immenfe donations which fhe con- 
fers upon the mofl favoured of her fubjeds. 

The revenues of Ruflia may be confider- 
ably augmented in cafe of emergency, as was 
evident during the late war, by the increafe 
of the poll-tax, and the addition of many 
new impofls. It fhould alfo be obferved, that 

♦ In time of peace her majefty allots at leaft ^. 20d,ooo 
per ann. for the purpofe of building. 

Vol. III. Z in 
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in 1 77 5 the emprefs remitted fifty-feven taxesy 
and ten in the following year^ 

The great fiipport of the laft war was a 
mew banky called the Bank caf Affignationy 
which was^ eftabliihed diuring the hoftilities 
againrt the Turks ^ When c©ppcr money could 
fiot be coined with' fiifficient expcditioa ta 
anfwer the lieceflkies of the iilate^ bank notes^ 
to the value of£^ 10, £-^5^> ^^ >C-2o,. in 
topper^ were ifliied^ Thefe notes are changed 
at the bank in Peteriburgh and Molicow^ 
The former,, which I vifited, is a brick build-r 
ing, containing feveral vaulted roomsi^ each 
capable of holding £. 400,000 of copper coin 
in bags, piled one above another -, in fome the 
money was already placed,, and the others^ 
were preparing for the reception of the re^ 
mainder^ It is difficult to afcertain the pre- 
cife quantity of this^ paper currency. The 
officers of the bank informed me, that each 
note which was iffued had ita equivalent in 
copper money : that the Bank of Affignation 
had,, befide the building at Peterfbutgh, ano-*' 
ther at Mofcow:. that the former contained 
j^..2>8oo,ooa in copp» coin^ and j^. 100,000 

♦ Soon after tlte mftrtutioir^of AIs bank^ fome notes of 
75 roubles, or ;^. 15, being forged,, thofe bearing that 
value were called in aiiddcftroyed^ 

in 
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in gold and filver fpecie; that in the latter 
^. 1,200,000 in copper was already depofited, 
and that ^.200,000 were then coining for 
that purpofe. According to this account, in 
1779, bank-notfes had been circulated to the 
value of £.4,200,000. It is fuppofed, how- 
ever, that this ftatement of the paper cur- 
rency is under-rated ; and many perfons pretend 
to aflert, that the notes iffued by government 
amount to at leaft £. 10,000,000. Upon the 
firft appearance of this paper, it was received^ 
particularly in the remote parts of the empire, 
not without difficulty, and the difcount againft 
it was commonly about 3!, and in foiiie 
places even 6 per cent. But its obvious ad- 
vantages over copper money foon recommend- 
ed it to general ufe ; and it has been found fo 
beneficial to commerce, that the dilbount iii 
favour of filver fpecie is only one per cent, 
and it bears a premium of one and an half 
per cent, over copper money. 

The debts of Ruflla in foreign countries 
amounted, at the conclufion of the lafl wai*, 
to only £. 2,000,000, which was almoft dif- 
charg^; but the fame fum has been lately 
borrowed in Holland ^ and probably the pre- 
fent armaments againft the Turks will hive 
much increafed the public expenditure. 

Z 2 CHAP. 
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CHAP. ir. 



Admiralty. — Expedition ta Cronftadt. — Z)^- 
fcription of CxonHLot and the citadel % of the 
ijland Retufari ; and the town of Cronftadt. 
— //x harbours and dock.-^Navy .'-^Remarks 
upon Ruflia> confdered as a maritime power. 
^^General obfervations on the Ruflian army. 

TH E Admiralty *, which ftands on the 
fouth bank of the Neva, oppofite to 

the fortrefs of Peterfburgh, was built by Peter 
the Great ; and is a large building of brick, 
furrounded with a rampart and ditch : it is 
the great receptacle for fhips* ft ores 5 and con- 
tains large magazines of cordage, fails, mafts, 
anchors, which ar^ fent to Cronftadt for the 
equipment of the fleet. A large area, which 
lies between the front of the building and the 
Neva, is ufed for the conftrudiion of veflels : 
when I was at Peterft>urgh, five men of war 
and two frigates were upon the ftocks "f. 

I have 

* I am mformcd that the Admiralty is intended to be 
removed to Cronftadt ; and that a building for that pur- 
pofe is abfolutely begun* 

f The men of war which are framed in this dock are, 
in their paflage to Croolhdt, lifted over the bar by means of 

camels: 



- • 
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I have already obierved, that in our expe- 
dition to Peterhof and Oranienbaum, we vifited 
Cronftadt, a defcription of which I referved 
for the prefent occafion. 

Cronftadt, at which port the grcateft part 
of the Ruffian navy is fituated, ftands upon 
the ifland of Retufari, in the Gulf of Finland ^ 
and was founded by Peter I. as being provided 
with the fafeft harbour in thefe parts, and as 
forming a ftrong bulwark by fea for the de- 
fence of the new metropolis. The only paf- 
fage by which fhips of burden can approach 

camels : thefe machines were originally invented by the ce- 
Jebrated De Witt, for the purpofe of conveying large veflels 
from Amfterdam over the Pampus ; and were introduced 
into RiriTia by Peter the Great, who obtained the model of 
them when he worked in Holland as a common (hipwright. 
A camel is compofed of two feparate parts, whofe outftdes 
are perpendicular, and whofe infides are concave, fhaped fo 
as to embrace the hull of a fhip on both fides. Each part 
has a fmall cabin, with fixteen pumps and ten plugs, and 
Contains twenty men. They are bVaced to a fhip under- 
neath by means of cables, and entirely inclofe its fides and 
bottom J being then towed to the bar, the plugs are opened, 
and the water admitted, until the camel finks with the 
fhip, and runs a-ground. Then the water being pumped 
out, the camel rifes, lifts up the veffel, and the whole is 
towed over the ban . This machine can raife die fliip ele- 
* ven feet, or, in other words, make it draw eleven feet lefs 
water, 

Z 3 Pcterfburgh, 
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Peterfburgh, lies on the fouth fide of Retuf^ri, 
through a narrow channel ; one fide whereof 
is commanded by Cronftadt, and the oppofite 
by Cronflot and the citadel. 

Cronflot, which ftands upon a fmall ifland 
of fand, is a circular wooden building, and 
furrounded with fortifications of wood that 
jut into the water : it contains a garrifon of 
an hundred men. The citadel is another fmall 
wooden fortrefs, raifed alfo upon an adjacent 
fand bank, and capable of holding about thirty 
foldiers : all large veflels muft fail between 
Cronftadt and thefe two fortrefles, expofed 
to the fire of the oppofite batteries ; for the 
other parts of the gulf are only from one to 
eleven feet in depth. All thefe fortifications 
were, at the time of their conftrudtion, ef^ 
teemed places of confiderable ftrength^ but 
now they derive their confequence more from 
their part importance, than from any refift- 
ance they could make againfl; the attack of a 
powerful fleet. 

The ifland Retufari is a long flip of land, 
or rather fand 5 through the middle of which 
runs a ridge of granite. It is 20 miles frond 
Peterfl^urgh by water, four from the fhore of 
Ingria, and nine from the coafl: of Carelia, 
It is about ten miles in circumference ; and 

was 
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was overfpread with firs and pipes when Pe- 
ter firft conquered it from the Swedes. It 
<:ontains at prefent about 30^000 inhabitants^ 
including the Tailors and garrifon ; the former 
of whom amount to about 1 2,000, the latter 
to 1,500 men. The ifland affords a fmall 
^quantity of pafture ^ produces vegetables, and 
a few fruits, iuch as apples, currants, goofe- 
fceiries, and ftrawfeerries^, which thrive in this 
northern climate. 

Cronlladt is built upon the fouth-eailem 
extremity of the ifland j and is defended to- 
wards the fea by wooden piers projeding into 
the water, and towards the land by ramparts 
and baflions. It is a very ftraggling place, 
and occupies, like all the Ruffian towns, a 
larger fpace of ground than the number of 
.habitations feem to require: the houfes arc 
moftly of wood, excepting a few fi-onting th« 
harbour, which are of brick ftuccoed white* 
Among the latter are the imperial hofpital for 
failors, the barracks, aivl the academy for 
marines and officers of the navy. That fe- 
ininary contained, in 1778, three hundred 
and feventy cadets, who are clothed, main- 
tained, and taught at the expcnce of the crown : 
they are admitted at the age of five, and are 
fufFered to remain until they reach their fe- 

Z 4 venteenth 
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venteenth year. They learn accounts, ma- 
thematics, drawing, fortification, and navi- 
gation ', and have mafters in the French, Ger- 
man, Englifh, and Swedifh languages. They 
are trained to naval affairs, and make an an- 
nual cruize in the Baltic as far as Revel. 

Cronftadt has a feparate haven appropriated 
to the men of wzr, and another to merchant- 
fhips. The men of v^ar's haven contained 
twenty fliips of the line, and nine frigates, 
which were difmafted, with their guns and 
tackle on fhore. We went on board of the 
Ezekiel of 80 guns, efteoned the fineft fhip 
in the navy : fhe was built under the in- 
fpccftion of admiral Knowles, and carries 80Q 
men. 

Clofe to the haven for merchant-fhips is 
a canal and feveral dry docks, begun in I7i9> 
by Peter I. for the purpofe of refitting the 
men of war ; this ufeful work was negledted 
under his fucceffors, and was not completed 
until the reign of his daughter Elizabeth : 
it has been ftill further beautified and im- 
proved by the prefent emprefs ; and is now 
applied for building as well as careening fhips 
of the line. At the extremity of thefe docks 
is a great refervoir, 568 feet in length, which 
contains water fuf^cient, and half the quan- 
tity 
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tity over, to fupply all the docks ; which is 
pumped out by means of a fire engine, the 
diameter of whofe cylinder is fix feet. The 
length of this work, from the beginning of 
the canal to the end of the laft dock, is 4221 
feet. The fides of the docks are faced with 
ilone, and the bottom is paved with granite 5 
they are 40 feet deep, aiid 105 broad • and 
are capable of containing nine men of war upoa 
the ftocks. 

Nothing can convey a higher idea of the 
vail abilities and perfevering genius of Peter 
the Great, than the fituation in which he 
found the Ruffian navy, and the ftate in which 
he left it. Though in the beginning of his 
reign he did not po^efs a fingle fhip in the 
Baltic 5 yet in the courfe of a few years he 
equipped a fleet of fifty fail of the line, which 
rode miftrefs of that fea. Under his fuccef- 
fors the Ruflian navy was greatly negleded ; 
and it was in fo bad a condition at the ac- 
ceflion of the prefent emprefs, that j(he may 
be faid to have almoft equalled her great pre- 
decefibr in the creation of a new fleet : flie 
invited feveral Englifh captains and fhip- 
' builders into Ruflla, and particularly admiral 
JCnowles, who was remarkable for his fkiU 

in 
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in naval architedure. Under her aufpices 
Europe lately beheld with ailonifhment the 
Ruffian flag difplayed in the Archipelago $ 
and the Turkifh fleet annihilated at Tchefine 
by a fquadron from the North. 

Ruflia produces every article n'eceflary For 
the conftrudion and equipment of fliips, which 
are built chiefly at Cronfl^t, Petcrfburgh, 
and Archangel : thofc conftrud:ed at Cronf- 
tadt and at Peterfburgh are framed with oak ; 
while thoie from Archangel are made with 
larch-wood : the latter are much lefs adapted 
than the former for an engagement. For the 
iupply of the dock -yards at Petcriburgh and 
Cronftadt, the oak is fent from the province 
of Cafan ; the Ukraine and the government 
of Mofcow fupfily the hemp ; the m«fts are 
procured from the vaft tradls of foreft which 
lie between Novogorod and the Gulf of Fin- 
land ; or are furniflied by the provinces lately 
difmembered from Poland. Pitch and tar are 
obtained from Wiburgh. 

Manufadhires of cordage and fail-cloths are 
cftablifhed in difierent parts of the empire ; 
and the magazines of Peterfl^urgh and Arch- 
angel are always plentifully ftored with large 
quantities of both thofe articles. 

lo Lift 
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Lift of the Russian Navy in Odober i778. 

Ships of the Line. 



Names. 

1 Ezekiel 

2 Ifidor 

3 St. Andrew 

4 Clement 

5 Tchcfme 

6 Vladimir 

7 Vekeflaf 

8 De Neifs 

9 America 
10 Periflaf 

J I Vfevolod 

12 Demitri Donfki 

13 Pam and Euflatia 

14 Vidor 

15 Europa 
J 6 Saratof 
17 Pobeda 
J 8 Ratiflof 
19 Miranofitz 



Guns. Station. Whenbmlt, 

80 — Cronftadt - 1773 
74 — LMtto 



74 — Ditto 
74 — Ditto 
74 — Ditto 
66 — Ditto 
66 ~ Ditto 
66 — Ditto 
66 — Ditto 
66 — Ditto 
66 — Ditto 
66 — Ditto 
66 — Ditto 
66 — Ditto 
66 — Ditto 
66 — Ditto 
66 — Ditto 
66 — Ditto 
66 — Ditto 



- 66 — Revel 



20 Pobidnafovitz, rebuilding 66 — At Cronftadt 

21 Count Qrlof 

22 Alexander 

23 Boris and Glebb 

24 Ingermanland , - 

25 Afia 

26 Unknown 

27 Ditto 



- 177a 

- 1770 

- 1770 

- 177a 

- 1771 

- 177^ 

- 1772 

- 1773 

- 177^ 
.1769 

- 1771 

- 1770 

- 1771 
. 1768 

- 1765 

- 1770 

- 1769 
1771 



66 
66 
66 
66 
66 



Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Cronftadt 



28 Ditto 

29 Ditto 

30 Ditto 



66 — Ditto 
66 — Ditto 
66 — Ditto 
66 — Ditto 



- 1770 

- 1772 

- 1773 

- 1773 

- 1773 

- 1777 

- 1777 

- 1777 

- 1777 

- ^777 
Ships 
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Ships of the Line ready to launch, and building. 



31 Ready to launch 

32 Ditto 

33 Building 

34 Ready to launch 

35 Building 

36 Ditto 

37 Ditto 

38 Ditto 



- 74 — Peterfturgh 

- y^ — Ditto 
-74 — Ditto 
. 66 — Ditto 

- 66 — Ditto 
-66 — Ditto 

- 66 — Ditto 

- 66 — Ditto 



FRIGATES. 



Names. 
1 St. Michael 
-2 Kaflevoi 

3 Leefkoi 

4 Pofpeikoi 

5 Bohemia 

6 Hungaria 

7 Nordefkoi 

8 Euftatia 

9 Pomofknoi 



Guns. 

3^ - 
32 • 

3^ • 
3^ • 

32 ■ 
32 . 

32 . 

32 • 
3^ 



Station. When built. 



Cronftadt 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 



^774 

- 1774 

- 1773 

- 1774 

- ^774 

- 1774 

- 17^9 

- 1768 

- 1768 



Frigates ready to launch, and building* 

TO Ready to launch 

11 St. Mark 

12 Ready to launch 



13 Building 

14 Building 

15 Building 



28 — Peterfburgh 
20 — Ditto 
20 — Ditto 
20 — Archangel 
ao — Ditto 
20 — Ditto 



Prames: i. Elephant, 36 guns; 2. unknown, 36; 
3. Leopold, 18 ; 4. Barfa, 18. 

G^dlies ; JO J at Peterlburgb j 3 at Cronftadt ; and 5 at 
IleveK 

Thu$ 
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Thus the navy of Ruffia, in the ports * 
of the Baltic and Archangel, confifted,.in the 
latter end of 1778^ of 38 fhips of the line, 
15 frigates, 4 prames', 109 gallie$. 

Of this number about 28 fhips of the line 
and ten frigates, including thofe built with 
larch-wood, were fit for immediate fervice. 
In cafe, however, of neceffity or danger, Ruf- 
fia producing all the materials for the con- 
ftrudlion and equipment of fhips, her navy 
might foon be confiderably increafed, of which 
I have given a remarkable inflance on a former 
occafion*f*. But though Ruflia, fince the 
beginning of this century, has made furprit- 
ing exertions in the marine, and rapidly be- 
come more powerful at fea than her neigh- 
bouring kingdoms in the North ; yet, in na- 
val affairs, fhe mufl be confidered as flilL in 
her infancy, being in a great degree indebted 
to the Englifh, as well for the conflruftion 
of her fhips, as for manoeuvring and difci- 
plining her fleet. Many circumflances indeed 

< 

* As I could not obtain an exaft account of the Ruffian 
fhips in the Black Sea, I have chofe to be filent on that 
head ; I fhall only obfervc, that feveral men of war and!^ 
frigates were building at St, Demetri, Taurof, and Kher- 
fon. 

t See Vol. 11. Book IV. Chap. V. 

concur 
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concur in retarding the progrefs of her ma* 
ritime ftrength : i . The want of ports in the 
Ocean ; 2. The fmall extent of her fea coaft, 
and that obftna<fted by ice; 3. A deficiency 
of experienced ieamen. 

I, With refpedt to the firft caufe, it is 
obvious that fhe pofieiTes not a fingle port 
upon the Ocean, excepting that of Arch- 
angel ; which is of no ufe but in a com- 
mercial Kght, as well on account of its great 
diilance from the other European ieas, as be* 
caufe the navigation round the North Cape 
of Lapland^ fituated in the yzd degree of la- 
titude, is only open in ^the midft of fummer. 
2. In regard to the fecond caufe, it has been 
juftly remarked, that there are very/ew in- 
ftances of any nation's having arrived at a 
great height of naval power, which did not 
poflefs a confiderable traft of fea-coaft ; and 
Ruffia, excepting thft late acquifitions upon 
the Black Sea, the ckfolate fhores round Arch- 
' angel and in the Frozen Ocean, and the in- 
hofpitable regions of Kamtchatka, can boafl 
no greater portion of maritime Countiy than 
what lies between Wiburgh and Riga: a 
mere point for fo large an empire, and ren- 
dered lefs valuable for bordering upon the 
Gulf of Finland and the Baltic ; inland feas 

without 



without tides J when comfared with the Oeean 
fearcely fuperior to lakesr y and inacceffible * 
for at kaft five months in the year. 3. The 
third caufe is a deficiency of experienced *f" 
fetmen* Government, indeed, retains in its 
pay about 1 8,000 failors, moft of whcsn have 
never ferved : a few in time of peace make 
annual cruizes into the Baltic^ or perhaps as 
far as the Englifh Channel; and others are 
employed in the fummer ieafon in navigat- 
ing the veflels laden with merchandize from 
Cronftadt to Peterfburgho But fuch nurferies 
as thefe are by no means fufiicient to rear a 
large number of feamen; nor can the defi- 
ciency be fupplied, in cafe of an immediate 
war, by the feilors from private veflels : for 
Ruflia has fearcely any merchant ftiips ^ which 
is chiefly owing to the fl:ate of vafl[alage, and 
the fl:ri<S laws that prevent the natives from 
quitting their country without formal licence* 

♦ The jKMrfes iivthe Baltic being frozeiv during that pe- 
riod^ no veflels can take their departiire before the month 
of April, and muft return in October. 

t In the naval expedition againft the Turks, it was a 
remark made by feveral of our officers, that the diftance 
from St. Peterfburgh to the Archipelago was a very for-- 
tunate circumftance, as the Ruffians acquired experience 
during the lengdi of the vopge. 

A mer- 
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A merchant who fits out a trading veiTel, 
muft firft apply to the admiralty for per- 
miffion to take on board a certain number of 
natives : leave being obtained, the pafles for 
each failor are brought and lodged in the ad- 
miralty ; and a fufficient fccurity, at the rate 
of £. 30 per man, is given for their return. 
Thus, without altering the fundamental laws 
of the kingdom, and totally innovating on 
the long eftablifhed rights of v^flalage, there 
cannot be an adequate number of failors to 
man a large fleet upon fudden emergencies. 
In a word, no kingdom, without diftant co- 
lonies, without confidef able fifheries, and with- 
out an extcnfive fea coaft to familiarize its 
inhabitants to the dangers of the Ocean, is 
likely to acquire fuch a marine as to become 
formidable to the great naval powers of Eu- 
rope, 

The navy of Ruflia, however, with all 
thefe deficiencies> is fufficient to protect her 
coafts ; to convoy her merchantmen ; to make 
her refpedtable. in the Baltic; or, in cafe of 
a Turkifti war, to fend a fleet into the Ar- 
chipelago, It is her advantage to maintain 
a good correfpondence with the great ma- 
ritime powers, whom flie fupplies with naval 
{lores } and who are, on that account, equally 

intereftcd 
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interefted to refpeft and cultivate her friend- 
fhip. The frontiers of her immenfe domi- 
nions border upon Sweden, Poland, Turkey, 
Perfia, and China ; and the fecurity of her 
empire depends as much upon her army as 
her navy. 

As I could not obtain an accurate lift of 
the Ruffian army -, and as it does not enter 
into the plan of this work to extract: from 
other publications vague accounts, the vera- 
city of v^hich I cannot, in fome meafure, 
confirm from my own obfervations ; I fhall 
only lay before the reader the following ge- 
neral information, which I procured from 
perfons highly qualified to give the moft au- 
thentic intelligence. 

The Ruffian army is divided into regular 
and irregular troops. 

The regulars, confifting chiefly of infantry, 
include all thofe who wear uniforms, and arc 
trained to European difcipline. According to 
the peace eftablifhment in 1778, they amount- 
ed to about 130,000 efieftive tntn. The 
Ruffians, when properly difciplined, are very 
excellent foldierSj being brave, fteady, obe- 
dient, patient of fatigue and hardihip, and 
fcarcely ever guilty of defertion. Since my 
departure from Peterfburgh, thefe regulars 

Vol. III. A a are 
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are &id to have been confiderably increajfed ; 
but to what amoiunt I cannot pretend to di^ 
limine* 

With refped to the krcgukr troops, ibme 
of whom are flill armed with bo*vrs and ar- 
rows, their number is very confiderablc, 2»id 
can fcarcely be afcertained : they confift en- 
tirely of horfe, who are of uie indeed in a 
war agabft the Turks, Perfian^, and Chi- 
nefe ; but would add very little to the Ruf- 
fian ftrength in an European campaign. Of 
this defultory body, the corps of Coii^cs, 
who are efteemed the moft excellent, and 
who bear the greatcft refemblance to regular 
troops, are thus defcribed in the journal of 
Colonel Floyd. 

" The CoiTacs are in general pcrfons of low 
*^ ftature ; they wear fmall whifkers, and 
** ihave their heads, excepting the crown, 
** upon which they leave a fmall circle of 
** hair. Their drefe is a fur-cap, a loofe long 
^* Afiatic robe, and large pantaloons, boots or 
** half-boots, without fpurs, and a whip, hang- 
** ing from the right wrift. Th^ arms are 
** a lance about twelve feet in length, a brace 
** of piftols flung on the left fide^ a ^^tridge* 
** box pn the right, and a fmall fcytoitat 
^' without any g«iard, or even c*of$*.ba*. Thftit 

' '' hdrfes 
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^^ horfes arc poniea, which arc ftrong and 
** active, but not fleet. The accoutremwts 
** are a kiijd of hufliir-faddlct a fmall fnafflc 
^* with large eyes and no horns, to the near 
♦* eye of which is faftened a thong, that is 
^^ alfo tied to the faddk, and which occa- 
^^ iionally ferves for a halter. They ride 
" ihor| and full-footed; raifc themfelves on 
** their ftimips j bend their bodies with great 
** a^yity ; and throw themfelves into dif-^ 
" fcrcnt attitudes. They never pufli their 
** horfes on full fpecd in a ftraight line ; but 
•^ in galloping turn them in various direc- 
^ tions, defcribing in their progrefs a ferpen- 
** tine line, and wheeling continually to the 
" right and left. When not in aftion, they 
^^ carry their lance flung on the foot ; when 
^* engaged, they prefent it againft the enemy 
^* by holding it almoft in the middle, and 
counterpoizing it under the arm ; and, from 
conflant practice, direct it againft an obje<3: 
•/ with great dexterity. In retreating, they 
^* reft the lance upon their fhoulder as a de- 
fence againft blows ^ and occaiionaUy op« 
p<^ the point to a purfuing enemy. 
** Thefe Coflacs, on account of their aver- 
f* fion to regular difcipline, are not trained 
^ to attack in iquadron ; but ad only as fkir-- 

A a 2 " mifhers. 
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** mifhers, and arc faid to be extremely adroit 
'* in their defultory evolutions : they are ufu- 
•* ally letloofe upon a flying enemy, when they 
^* do great execution. They excel as patrols ; 
*^ and are remarkable for their vigilance on 
** out-pofts, and their knowledge of the coun- 
** try. The fagacity, which they derive from 
** habit and practice, is in fome particulars 
^* aftonifhing : by examining a tradt which 
** has been lately traverfed by the enemy in 
** the moft tumultuary manner, they can dif- 
** cover, with tolerable exaftnefs, the num- 
** ber of horfes that have pafled over it, and 
** how many of them were led. Some of them 
** can defcry, if any movement is taking place 
** among a corps of troops, far beyond the 
** reach of ufual obfervation ; others, by ap- 
** plying their ears to the ground, can dif- 
^^ tinguifh the buz of men, or the clatter- 
** ing of horfes' feet, at a very confiderablc 
^* diftance. They can take the field every 
^* day without intermiflion ; and are indefati- 
*' gable in harafling the enemy : they are con- 
^-* tented ^yith a very fcanty fubfiftence, and 
*' do not require any forage to be carried for 
*^ their horfes. 

^. ^' There are eight regiments of thefe Cof- 
i'-facs : each regiment confifts of £ve iqua- 

** drons. 
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*^ drons, and each fquadron of an hundred 
** men, befide officers. There are alfo fix 
** other regiments of horfe, called regular 
** pikemen, fimilar in their arms and accou- 
** trements to the Coflacs, and diftihguifhed 
** from them only by ^ trifling difference of 
^Mrefs," 
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CHAP. IIL 

J^ Mnd ff^grefs of tbi Ertglifli trade ktd 
l^\xAiSi.^^Cmmerce of tht Britiih Fa^oty 
of St. Peterfburgh, — Exports and imports ^ 

THE commercial intercourie between 
Ruffia and the northern parts of Eu^ 
rope was begun and carried on by the Han- 
featic towns ; which, in 1 276, eftabliflied fac- 
tories at Novogorod and Plefcof *, and for a 
confidcrable period entirely engrofled the trade 
of this empire. The accidental difcovery of 
Archangel, in 1553, deprived the Hanfeatic 
towns of a great part of this lucrative com- 
merce ; and transferred it to the Engliih. On 
the nth of May, in the above-^mentioned 
year, three fhips failed from Deptford, in order 
to explore the Northern Seas, under the com- 
mand of Sir Hugh Willoughby, Two of 
thefe veflcls penetrated as high as the 7 2d 
degree pf latitude, to the coaft c^ Spitzbergen j 

• The merchants of Hamburgh and Jfiijbec,^ and of 4c 
other Hanfeatic towns, in carrying on th^s traffic, ufually 
failed to Revel or Narva, and from then^^ pafled through 
J)orpt to Plefcof and Novogorod, S, R,. G. V, p. 4181 
^M Bif. Hft* Mag. X. %^u 

*n4 
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znd bw^ afterwards forced by ftrefs of weather 
ioto die bay of the river Arzina in Ruffian 
jUaplandi both their crews were frozen to 
death. Richard Chanceller, who commanded 
the other fhipt called the Bonaventure, dif* 
covering the country bordering upon the White 
Sea, landed near the mouth of the Dvina, in 
a bay, which he denominated the Bay of 
St. Nicholas^ from a convent of that name, 
near the prcfent port of Archangel. Infor- 
mation of his arrival being inftantly dif- 
patched to Iran Vaffilievitch II. the tzar fent 
for him to Mofcow ; diftinguifhed him with 
msinj marks of kindncfs and attention ; re* 
caved in the moil favourable manner a letter 
from Edward VI.* 5 and permitted the Eng* 
lifli to open a commerce with Ruffia. Upoa 
Chanceller 's return to Englapd, a Ruffian 
company was eftablifhed by queen Mary ; and 
in the year 1555 he again repaired to Mof-^ 
cow, accompanied by feveral merchants of 
the incorporated fociety. To thefc perfcns 
the tzar, among other conliderable privileges^ 
granted " a free liberty -f- of trading to any 
part of his dominions, without paying any 



4€ 



* Hacklu)rt, VoU I. p. 253. 

t lb. p. 2^5i 266^ dated MoTcow, 7060, ithe fecond 
month of February, 

A a 4 ** duties 
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** duties either of export or import, that they 
" might exercife all kind of merchandizes 
** in his empires and dominions, and every 
*' part thereof, freely and quietly, w^ithout 
** any reftraint, impeachment, price, exaftion, 
** cuftome, toll, impofition, or fubfidie/* 

The correfpondence between Elizabeth and 
Ivan, and the confidence which the latter re- 
pofed in the queen, has been already men- 
tioned * ; and it is no wonder that the mo- 
narch who claimed and obtained the promife 
- of an afylum in England, in cafe he was driven 
from the throne by a rebellion of his fubje<9», 
fjiould confer additional immunities on the 
new company. Thefe privileges, which were 
renewed upon different occafions, amounted 
to an abfolute monopoly, ** Ivan forbidding 
" all other perfons but the members of the 
'Vfaid company, and all other nations but 
*^ the Englifh, to carry on any traffic to any 
^* of the northern coafts of Ruffia-f/* 

IDuring the reign of Ivan, the Engliih trade 
greatly flouriflied : the company fettled colo- 
nies ' in different parts of the empire ; one at 
IColiftogpri, where they even obtained grants 
of land, eredted warehoufes, and formed a 

# Sec Vol. II. Book III. Chap. V. 
f Hackluyt, p. 462. 
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Eope-walk ; others at Novogorod and Vologda, 
Their chief cftablifhment was at Mofcpw, 
where the tzar built for their refidence a large 
brick edifice, which was called the embaflkr 
dor's houfe. The principal merchandize whi<:h 
the iirft Englifli fhips . exported from Ruffia, 
were furs and fkins, mafts, flax^ hemp, cordage, 
tallow, train oil^ tar, pitch> and leather *. The 
Englifh commodities were chiefly cloths of all 
forts, cottons, and tin. Another unexpe(3:ed 
advantage was derived from this conne<ition 
with RujpTia. Ivan Vaflilievitch, having con-r 
quered the Tartars of Cafan and Aftrachan^ 
extended his dominions as fjir as the Cafpian 
Sea, and thus eftabliihed a communication 
with the Perfians and Buchanans -f*. Ani-^ 
mated with the hopes of gain, the Englifh 
fadlory obtained a patent for an cxclufive trade 
into Perfia and Bucharia ^ and feveral mer- 
chants pafled through Mofcow to the coun-. 
tries beyond the Cafpian, as will be fhpwn iix 
the ACxt chapter. 

At the death of Ivan, the Englifh lofl-their 
gnsat fupport ; and, at the acceffion of Feodor^ 
the confirmation of their immunities was 
for fbme time refufed : this refufal v^s o^^ing 

• Hackluyt, Vol. I. p. 298 — 306. 

i RuiBan Difcoreries, Part III. Chap. I, 

to 
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to the imprudence and ivpatience of Sir 
Jeronie Bowes, the Engliih cmbaflidor, who^ 
ofiending by his fupcrcilious deportment the 
Ruffian nobility, occaiioned a revocation of 
the patent for the monopoly of the Ruffian 
trade. In 1586, Mr. Jerome Horfey, the 
Engliih agent at Mofcow, detained the re« 
eftablifhment of ieveral immunities ; and, in 
1588, the English embaflador, Giles Fletch- 
cr ♦, concluded, through the intereft of Boris 
Godunof, a treaty of league and amity between 
Elizabeth and Feodor, the fecond article of 
which ccMitains, ** A confirmation and re- 
** eftablifhment of the former privileges of 
the companie of our Engliih merchants, 
which were infringed and annulled in th« 
** principal points, with divers neceffaiy ad- 
•* ditions to the fame, for the better ordering 
** of their trade in thoie countrys hereafter-f." 
But at length the right of exclufive trade, 
which had been frequently revoked, and as 
often renewed, feems to have been finally 
taken away by Boris Godunof; who extended 
to the Dutch ieveral immunities which had 

^ Fletcher, who went diis embaify, and has publifiied n 
curious Account of Ruflia, was fellow of King's College^ 
Cambridge. 

t Hackiujrt, Vol. I. p. 47$, 

been 
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been hitherto peculiar tO the Englilh; and 
again reinftated the Hanfeatic towns in their 
ancient traffic to Novogorod and Plcfcof *^ 
But ftill, however, the privileges which re- 
mained to the fadlory were very confiderable, 
confifting in a free commerce to any part of 
the Ruffian dominions without paying any 
duties of import and export. 

At the revolution which placed Demetrius 
upon the throne, the Englifli fadtory con- 
ceived a ftrong hope of recovering its patent 
of cxclufive trade, as appears from a letter 
written by that tzar to Sir Thomas Smith, 
the Englifh embaflador. 

^' We, calling to minde the corrc(pondencc, love and 
♦* amity, which was between our father the gfeat lord, 
** emperor, and great-duke, Ivan Vaffilievitch, of famous 
** memory ; as alfo our brother the great lord, emperor^ 
^ and great'duke, Feodor Ivanovltcb, fole commander 
^ of RuiEa ; and their fitter queen Elizabedi, queen of 
^^ England : In the like manner we do purpofe to have 
♦' intercourfe, and to be in love with your lord king James, 
*^ and more than hath bden in former times ; and in token 
^* of our faid love and amity, we do intend to -favour all 
^^ his fubjei^ within our dominions, and to give unto them 
^* more liberty than they have had heretofore," And a fliorl; 
time before his aflaffination, he re-eftablifhed the commerce 
of the Englifh company, ^^ in the fame form and man-t 
^^ ncr as heretofore was beftowed on the Englilh mer-i 

<* chants, 
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•* chants, in the time of our father of fiunous memoryt 
**the great lord and Caeiar, a'nd great^dukc Evan Vaf- 
" filywich, of all Ruffia fole commander, and as was 
** granted unto them in the time of our brother the great- 
" duke Feodor Evanovich, of all RuiQa fole commander*." 

His depofition, however, and untimely fate, 
prevented the good efFedts of thefe favourable 
xefolutions; and the civil calamities which, 
fubfequent to his a^flination, defolatcd Ruffia, 
almoft annihilated the Englifh commerce. 
But thefe troubles were no fooner termiuated 
by the deftion of Michael, than Sir James 
Merricke, embafTador from James I. to the 
court of Mofcow, obtained from the new 
tzar a frefh patent in favour of the company ; 
which allowed them, as before, a free trade, 
without paying duties or cuftoms, to Arch- 
angel -f-, and from thence to Kolmogori, No- 
vogorod, Mofcow, and other parts of his dp- 
minions J. 

This beneficial commerce was, in 1648,, 

♦ purchases Pilgrims, Vol. III. p. 760. t lb* P« 73^- 
J As long as there was no town at the mouth of the 
Dvina, the merchandize was fent to Kolmogori, and from 
thence into the interior parts of Ruffia. Some time in the 
reign of Feodor Ivanovitch, the firft foundations of the 
cafHe of Archangel were laid : it took its name from a 
monafterjr built in honour of the Archangel Michael, This 
fpot foon increafed to a town, and became the great flaple * 
of the Englilh trade. Sec S. R. G. VII. p. 470. 

3 fuddeiily 
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fuddenl)r annihilated by Alexey Michaelovitch^ 
who baniflied the Englifh . merchants from 
all his dominions. The caufe of this expul- 
fion h generally imputed to the refentment 
which the tzar conceived againft the Engliih 
for the execution of Charles I. *, with whom 

♦ In, the midft of the Khitaigorod at Mofcow, there 
is an ancient gateway, which forms the entrance into the 
printing-ofKce of the Holy Synod : it is of curious work- 
manfliip, ornamented with figures of the lion and unicorn 
grotefquely carved in wood. Thefe being the fiipporter^ 
of the Royal arms of England, authors have conjedtured 
that this gateway was the entrance to the hotel, con- 
ftrufted by order of Ivan Vaffilievitch 11. for the refidencc 
of the Englifh embaflador; and that the tzar Alexey was 
fo ofFended at the execution of Charles I. that he con- 
verted the hotel into a printing-office. It is probable, 
indeed, from the figures of the lion and unicorn, that 
this gateway had fome reference to the Engliih, although 
it was not the embaflador's hotel ; that being fituated 
near the church of St. Maximus, in another part of the 
Khitaigorod : but it evidently appears, from an infcription 
over the gateway ; that this building was not converted 
into a printing-office on account of die execution of 
Charles I. The infcription denotes, that Michael Feo- 
dorovitch, and his fon Alexey, caufed thefe apartments 
and this gate to be conftrufted in the printing-houfe, June 
39th, 7152, or,' according to our aera, 1645 : a plai^ 
proof that the eftablifhment of the printing-houfe vvas 
prior, by at Icaft three years, to the execution of Charles !•* 
and could have no reference to that event, 

he 
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he was clofely connefbd by leagues of amit]^ 
and alliance; but in effi^dt he abolifhed the 
company's privileges in the year before that 
event ; and his indignation againil: the Englifli 
for their rebellion was only a pohtical pretext ; 
the real motive being derived from the offers 
made by the Dutch to pay duties of export and 
import, to the amount of 1 5 per cent, if they 
were indulged with the liberty of carrying on 
as free a trade as the Englifh throughout his 
dominions » For not long afterwards, the 
tzar fuffcred William Prideaux, Cromwell's 
agent, to refide at Archangel ; and permitted 
the Englifh to renew their commerce in that 
port upon the fame footing with other foreign- 
ers*. It appears alfo, from Milton's and 
Thurloe's State Papers, that the tzar not only 
received feveral letters from Cromwell, and 
returned anfwers to them ; but that, at the 
protestor's requefl, he even agreed to admit 
his embafTadpr at Mofcow. In confequence 
of this permifSon, Richard Bradfliaw, Crom- 
well's refident at Hamburgh, proceeded in 
his way to Mofcow as far as Mittau, where 
he was honourably entertained by the duke 
gf Courland; from that town feveral difpatches 

♦ Thurloe, Vol. II. p. 5s8--s62." 

pafled 
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paflcd between Bmdfhaw and the Ruffian 
chancellor, with refpcdt to the fupericriptioi^ 
of the letter which the protedor addrefled to 
the tzar, and which did not confer upon that 
monarch all the titles which he required: 
this feems to have been merely a pretext, as 
Bradfhaw aflerts, to prolong the time ; and 
in efFedt he foon afterwards returned to Ham- 
burgh without having accomplifhed his in* 
tenckd embafiy to Mofcow *. Cromwell, 
however, feems to have gained a great point 
in opening the commerce of Archangel to the 
Englifh, although he could riot obtain fuch 
honourable terms as they had formerly en- 
joyed; and although Alexey could not be 
induced to grant unto the Englifh a free trade 
into the interior parts of his dominions ; yet 
this exclufion was not peculiar to them, fof 
he equally prohibited all foreigners from car- 
rying on any traffic, excepting at Archan- 
gel t- 

Soon after the Reftoration, Charles IL de- 

firous of obtaining a renewal of the com- 
pany's privileges, as they eixifted before the 
abolition in 1 648, difpatched the earl of Car- 



ji 



• See Milton's Works, p; 1657. Thurloe, V«l. Iff. 
p. 258, and VI. 408. 432. 439. 

t Tharlo«, Vol. II. p. 598. 

< lllle 
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Ufle to Mofcow, who was ordered to repre- 
fent, that '^ thefe very privileges were the 
V bafis and foundation upon which the amity 
^' of the two crowns of England and Muf- 
'* covy were fuperftrudled." The embafly 
failed of fuccefs : the failure Was imputed to 
the haughty deportment of the embaflador, 
who exprefled difguft at the bad accommo- 
dations in Ruflia ;.did not pay fufficient court 
^o the miniflers and favourites of the tzar; 
tendered repeated remonftrances in a manner 
totally repugnant to the Ruffian cuftom ; 
and, under a falfe notion of maintaining the 
dignity of his fovereign, objeded to the Ruf- 
fian ceremonial *. It is much to, be quef- 

tioned, 

* The following quotation will difplay the frivolous na-* 
ture of the difputes about precedency ; and will fhew, at 
the fame time, the ill policy of the Englifh embaflador, who, 
as he wiihed to gain a poiMt of fome confequence, ought to 
have paid every poflible deference to the prejudices and pride 
of the Ruffians. 

*' A while after cahie Proncbiflbf, one of the tzar's 
•* council, deputed as matter of the ceremony to his ex- 
** cellence. And, on this occafion, we had another ridi- 
*' culous example of the pride and rufticity of the Mufco- 
" vites, who were fo quick and precife in anticipating the 
'* prerogative of embafladors. ftonchiflbf being airrived 
" within fome fmall diftance of the cmbai&dor's fledge^ 
** gave him to underfl:and> that he was fent to receive him 

froKV 
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tioned, however, if the earl of Carlifle had 
adted a lefs impolitic part, whether the Ruf- 
fian court would have renewed the charter 
of the company in its full extent, and par- 
ticularly the exemption from duties of ex- 
port and import j fince the Dutch, who at 
that time carried pn a very confiderable traffic 
to Archangel, readily paid the cuftoms. The 
only point which the earl of Carlifle could 
accomplish, was a permiffion that the Eng- 
lifh ihould trade freely into the Ruffian do- 

•*' from the grand-duke his lord, and that he expefted the 
'' embaflador fhould firft come out of his fledge. But his 
*' excellence fignified to him, that he reprefented the per- 
" fon of the king his mailer, and, that, in that cafe, all 
*' fuch kind of refpeft was due to himfelf. PronchifTof, 
*' however, continued immoveable in his fledge as the 
** matter of the ceremonies, and fent back to the embaf- 
*' fador, that he alfo was fent from the tzar his mafter to 
*' reprefent his perfon. This anfwer, how abfurd foever.it 
** was, caufed feveral fmart replies, both on one fide and 
*' the other : till at laft, the embafliador, to prevent any 
'* further delay in his entrance, condefcended to this, that 
" both of them fliould come out of their fledges together, 
*' But in this PronchiflTof took occafion to deceive his ex- 
** cellence, and falfify his word, hanging in the air betwixt 
*' the arms of his fervants, and but touching the earth with 
** his tiptoes, while the embaflador came out freely." Car^ 
lifle's Embaflies, p. 131. 

Vol. III. B b minions. 
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minions, but remain fubjefi to the duties of 
export and impott. From that period the 
Britifli commerce has fufFered no interrup- 
tion • 

Archangel continued the fok port for thtf 
exports! and imports of Ruilid, unti]^ upon 
the building of Peterfburgh, Peter the Great 
abolifhed its immunities^ and renK>ved the 
commerce of the White Sea to the havens 
of the Baltic *. The Britifh merchants, who 
were highly favoured by that monarch, fet^ 
tied in the new metropolis, which fuddenly 
became the principal mart for the Ruffian • 
trade^ The privileges of the Britifh faftory 
eftablifhed in Ruffia are confirmed by a fblemn 
treaty of commerce and navigation, concluded 
in 1734 between George IL and the empttfs 

♦ lii 1752 £lizabeth again rcftored the ahclcnt immu- 
nities of Archangel > arid its prefent trade is not inconfi^*' 
derabl^. 

The pott bt Ai^changel fupplits the government ot 
Archangfel, partof thofe ofNiflmci-Novogorod andCaian, 
with European dommodiiies; and draws^ in e>fchange freni 
thofe parts corn, flax, hemp, coarfe linen^ cordage, fails^ 
mafts^ tallow, Which are moftly conreyed by the Dvina : 
it forms aHb* 2> principal communication with the norA- 
ern and weft^rn parts of Siberia, froiti whence tint mer- 
chants procure furs fkins^ and iron. 

Annc^ 
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Ann€j and renewed, in 1766, between his 
pfefent Majefty and Catharine II. * 



Goods exported in 382 Britifh fhips in 1777 



Val 



ue. 



Quantity, 






£■ 




1,283,279 Poods 


t of Iron 


- 


365,324 


12 


1,104,299 


Clean hemp - 


- 


353,375 


12 


92,950 ^ 


Ourihot ditto - 


- 


27,885 





32,73s 


Half clean ditto 


- 


9,165 


16 


84,008 


Codilla ditto - 


- 


13.441 


I 


209,902 


12 head flax - 


- 


100,753 





25,470 


9 head flax 


- 


10,697 


8 


4,396 


6 head flax 


- 


1,582 


8 


36,627 


Codifla ditto - 


- 


4,395 


4 


^.373 


Ifinglafs •« 


- 


8,238 





i3,SH 


Briftles ^ 


-' 


24,325 


4 


«>774 


Hides 


- 


10,520 


16 


2,546 


Wax 


- 


6,110 


8 


271,273 


Tallow - 


- 


119,360 





21,525 


Old iron 


«• 


1,722 





1,157 


Feathers 


- 


925 


12 


70,838 


Tart 


• 


7,083 


16 


2,6«3 


Pitch 


- 


402 


8 


1,473 


Rofin ^ 


- 


441 


16 



♦ The reader wiB find the fittt treaty of 1734 in RoufTef # Supple- 
ment to Dumont^s Corps O^Iomatique, vol. III. p. 495; and the 
Idlf of tj$6, in a Colkdien of Treaties between Grtat Britain and 
•ther Powers, vol. II. p. 309— 3*7. 

•|- A pood s= 36 Englifti pounds. 

{ Before our unhappy difputes with our Colonies, we ufed tg pro* 
cure our pitch and tar from America. In 1776 we firft imported thefe 
commodities from Ruflia. They were fold at firti for only i /. the 
pood i btit in X777> tar fold for « /. and pitch tft 3 /• tjie pood. 

B b 2 Quantity, 
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Value. 

Qu^tity. £• ^* 

2,987 Poods of Cordage - - i,i94 ^6 

359 Horfehair - - 143 ^^ 

42 32 lb* Rhubarb - * 846 8 

3 3 lb. Beaver cod *. * 590 8 

152,834 Arfhines * Broad diaper - -^ 3>362 5 

337>683 Narrow ditto - 5A^^ ^^ 

82,155 Broad linen * ^ 15838 4 

1,602,716 Narrow ditto * 22,438 o 

1,168,440 Crafli - - sM^ 4 

847,290 Drillings - - 23,724 o 

23,429 Pieces of Fleems - * 37>S98 8 

56,644 Ravenducks - - 67,972 16 

1,505 Sail-cloth - - 2,107 o 

3,500 White fox-fldns - i^oo o 

^,006 Hare-fkins - ^' 200 o 

18,454 TchetwertfLinfeed - - 11,072 8 

17,986 Wheat - - ^4^388 16 

157,083 Deals are about 80,000 dozen 24,000 o 

155 Poods of Potafh - - 77 8 

499 Carraway feeds - 149 12 

226 Annifeed - »- ' 90 8 
37,817 Old tags, old ropes, 

goat* (kins, and ox- 
en bones - 312 o 
2 22 lb. Raw fdk - - 57 ^ 2 
52 Linfeed oil * - 15 12 
10,424 Horfe-tails, about 200 

pood -• - ioo o 
78 Mafts and bowfprits, 

and wax-candles 1^044 Q 

* An arfliine «« aS inches. 

t A tchetwert coivtains. 5ibuihels Wihchcfter meafurc, 

Quantity • 
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VJue. 

Quantity. £• ^^ 
205 Poods of Fox-flcin bags and 

weafel-fkin bags 83Z 
31a Hare-flcin bags and 

(kins of fquirrels 15 i^ 

20 Ermine fkins - 60 O 
^4>37^ Ermine tails, and fa^ 

ble tails, and mats 214 O 

57 Poods of Caviar - - 3+4 

1,413 Arfhines Checked linen - 21 4 

£.1,293,010 14 
Cuftoms on ex- 1 

-portation J^--/-/" ' I g^^ ^^ 

Shipping charges 1 * 

5 per cent. \ 

1,464,837 6 
Commiflion 3 per cent. - 435945 • 

Total fum of exports by Bri- 1 ^ jog ^gj 6 
tifhflups - -i 

Goods imported by Britifli fhips at Petcrf- 

burgh in 1777* 

Quantity. 

. 2,154 Ppods of Alum •* 

214 Benzoin 

8,080 Brimftone - 

1 1,482 Campeachy wood - 

579 Cheefe 

126 Cochineal 

1,285 . Coffee 

Bb3 



Value 


• 


£• 


s. 


775 


8 


2,565 





985 


12 


4>S92 


16 


7061 


4 


5,040 





?,o69 


16 


Quantity, 
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« 




Value. 


Quantity. 




£^ ^• 


15 


Poods of Coi^eSi^iary 

Copper wrought and 


61 16 




unwrought 


|20 8 


978 


Cork 


660 


6 


Coral 


500 


108 


Gum arabic 


1^9 16 


1,560 


Indigo 


24,961 4 


j8,8o4 


Lead 


21,169 8 


568 


Muftard 


1,362 12 


524 


Oil . . 


623 16 


46 


Olibanum 


92 


1,420 


Pepper - 


3,418 16 


37 


Pewter 


96 12 


22| 


plates of gold and fd ver 


7,507 


608 


Rice . - - 


243 12 


54 
683 


Sugar refined - 1 
t)itto raw - 3 * 


896 8 


409 


Sal ammoniac 


1,636 4 


?5,87f 


nrin - 


25,398 8 


60 


Tobacco and fpwff - 


182 8 


98 


Verdigreafe 


393 12 


206,816 


Arfhines Bays 


20,956 12 


100,494 


C^imancoes and cam- 

> 


• 


• 


blcts 


7.034 « 


3M12 


Camblets 


6,880 8 


164,205 


Cottons for printing 


7,225 


7.132 
162,007 


Cloth ^ne - 7 
ordinary - j" " 


55,642 12 


144,125 


Cotton, velvets, vel ve- 




'J 


rets,&c. 


17.364 


45.995 


Druggets 


3,219 12 


9,828 


Flannels 


589 12 


16,225 


Phlug and ftiag 


Iv986 


^ « 


* . - ■ • 


Quantity. 
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Value. 

Quantity, £' ^* 

365,896 Arfhiiws Sballoanfi - - 24,881 12 

i37>895 Tabourietts - - 9,652 16 

Clothes ready made ^ 344 4 

Hats - ^ 7.1s 9 
Lineii and printed hand« 

kerchiefs - 342 iS 

Muflia and cambric - 1,108 o 

Qyilting - - 2,853 o 

Ribbands - - 133 9 

Stockings - - 1,787 o 

Sundry fdk ft^ffs - 1,333 o 

Simdry woollen ditto - * 2,131 

Toys and millinery - 9,49^ 8 

Butter - - 16 12 

Cap^s ^ - 18 

Coals - - 2,033 12 

Cbcfnuts - - 68 o 

Chryftal - - 190 4 
Currants, raifins, and 

figs - - 384 8 

Cutlery and h^dware 19,181 16 
Diamonds and precious 

ftones - - 5>S96 o 

Earthen ware x - 5,890 i^ 

Fans - - 20 16 

Frames for piftures - 82 16 

Fi»rniUire - - 31^ 4 

Furs - - 40 o 

Hops - ^ 24 O 

l.ace and ruffles - 452 12 
Leajther drefled and 

undreflcd - - 5^9 4 
Maditmatical ii^u* 

meiils - - i>4S8 o 

B b 3 Mufical 



^ 
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Mufical inftruments 
Mohair 

•Nuts , 

Olives 

Paper hangings r 

Pearls 

Pencils and black lead 
Pidhires and copper- 
- plates 
Pickles 

Pork and hams 
Printed books 
Prunes 

Stoughton's drops 
Stone and marble 
SnuiF-boxes 
'Tea 

Tutinage - - 

Whips and walking 

fticks 
Wine and mineral wa- 
ter 
Wood for coaches^ fur- 
• niture, &c. 
Horfes - 

Dogs - 

^7,316 Pieces of Beaver flcins 
5^39>967 - Battles 

3,282 Hoglhcads Barton ale 

61 Coaches and harnefs - 

Clocks and watches - 
*93 Dozen Cyder 
195 Anchors of French brandy 
3553* Chcfts of Oranges and lemops - 



Quantity, 
38 



Value. 


^• 


s. 


451 


16 


45 


16 


45 


8 


I 





258 


8 


1,000 





674 





3.605 


8 


37 


12 


57 


S 


607 





94 





13 


4 


822 





241 


IZ 


35 





141 






108 16 



434 



2,070 


Ol 


2,920 


Q 


132 


12 

i 


27,316 





2,380 


8 


26,255 





2,084 


4 


11,142 


16 


154 


x6 


781 


16 


5,817 


12 



Quantity* 
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Value. 

Quantity. £• s. 

^0,703 Otter fkihs - - 143844 4 

116 Reams of Paper - - 45 4 

13 Anchors of Shrub and rum - 98 8 

61 Hogflieads of Vinegar - - 147 16 

Sundry drugs and co- 

lours - - 865 d 

Sundry fmall articles - 590 16 

;C-423>942t 12 

The whole trade of St. Peterfburgh in exports and im- 
ports for the fame year, 1777, with the Englifh and other 
nations, was, 

In exports . ^- ^'f^^'^^^ I /. 4,000,000 a 

Imports * - 1,600,000 J ^•'*^^^^''^ 

Balance in favour of 1 g^^ ^^^ 
The Britifti fliare in this trade is 

Imports - ,- - 423,942 




Gain 1^ - i>o84,839 14 
Confequently, the trade with all other nations (the Ruf- 
fian fubjefts included) is. 

In the exports £. 891,227 ? ^ }/. .067,284 10 
Imports -■ -.1,176,057 ilt.^^^^'^iy^'^'^ *^ 

I.ofs - - 284,829 17 

from hence it is evident Ruffia gains annually by her trade 

with the Britifli fubjefts about - £. 1,084,829 17 
And that (he lofes by her trade with } g 

all otber nations - - J 4> 9 7 

Remains annually a clear gain of about 800,000 o 
But fliould the contraband traffic (in which the value of 



^ 
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the imports far exceeds that of the exports, and in which 
the Britifh have little or no concern) be included, it will 
conriderabl)^ diminidi the balance of thefe commercial prp- 
fits as juft Hated. 

According to this ftatemcnt, half the trade of St. Pe- 
tcrfbvrgh is in the hands of the Engliih; but as thftir ex- 
ports and imports in 1777 exceeded thofe of the preceding 
or fub&quent years, this eftimate may be confidered as too 
highly rated : we may fairly however allow, upon the moft 
moderate computation^ that a third of this commerce is car- 
ried on by our faftory. 

The average number of merchant (hips, which annually ar- 
rive from England at the port of Cronftadt, with goods laden 
for Peterfburgh, may be coUeded from the following table ; 

Ytart. Shipc* Years* Ships. Years. Ships. Years* Ships. 

1758 - 161 



1753 - 149 

1 754 - ^36 

1755 - 160 

1756 - 186 

1757 - 129 



i7<9 - 206 
1700 - 137 

1761 - 130 

1762 - 153 



1763 - 149 

1767 - 200 

1768 - 237 

1769 - 322 

1770 - 306 



1773 - 319 

1774 - 318 

1776 - 320 

1777 - 366 
1770 - 252 



The general ftatc of the trade of St. Peterfburgh in 1778 

was, 

In exports - - ;f. 2,042,097 8 

Imports - - 1,318,428 16 



3,360,526 4 

In the fame year the following number of veflels arrived 
at Cronftadt : 



Englifc r - 252 

French* - i 

Spanifh - - 6 

Ruffian - - 12 

Portu^uefe - 2 
Swedim • - 



Dutch 

t)an.ifb 
Pruffian 
Lubeck 
Roftock 



47 j Dantzick - 



147 

'39 

?6 

38 

29 

2 



Hamburgh - 2 
Stralfund - i 
Bremen - 3 

Total - 607 



♦ The French exports and imports are, in time of war, moftiy con- 
veyed in Dutch bottoms, which is the reafon why, in 1778, but one 
French vefftl arrived at Cronftadt, although their exports and imports 
iorthat year a&ouated to £, 14^^53* 

Befide 
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Befide the metropolis, the Ruffian trade in 
the Baltic is carried on at Riga, Revel, Nar- 
va *, and Wiburgh, From Riga a confide- 
rable quantity of corn is exported by the 
Englifli, Swedi^s, and Dutch, which is fcnt 
down the Duna from the provinces of Plef- 
cof, Smoleniko, and Novogorod : a few mails 
are alfo fhipped from the fame port. The 
other exports from this, and the above-men- 
tioned maritime towns, are fimilar to tjiofe 
of Peterlburgh. 

* The exports from Revel in 1780 amounted to 
;^. 30,283; the imports to j^. 94,648. Jour. Pet.for 1781. 

In the fame year 71 fhips arrived at Narva, of which 
33 were Dutch, 9 Englifh, 11 Danifh, 8 Swedifh, and 2 
from Lubeck, Ibid. 

At Riga 758 fliips arrived in 1782. See Hamb. P^K 
Journ. for 1782. ?• II. p. 480. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. IV. 

Rife, progrefsj and termination of the Engllfh 
trade on the Cafpian Sea. — Commerce of the 
Ruffians in the fame quarter. — Defcription 
of the principal ports of the Cafpian, divided 
into Ruffian, Perfian, and Tartar.— •G^'^^^ri// 
exports and imports. — At)erage value of the 
trade. -^Commerce with the. Buchanans and 
Chinefe, 

SO early as the 1 4th century the Venetians 
and Genoefe drew, by means of the Caf- 
pian, through Aftracan to their fettlements 
at Azof * and CafFa, the Indian, Perfian, and 
Arabian merchandize, with which they thus 
furniflied the fouth of Europe : the northern 
part of this continent was fuppHed likewife, 
through Aftracan, with the fame Afiatic goods, 
by the Ruffian merchants of Ladoga upon 
the Volkof, who fent them to their principal 

* Sec GuWenftacdt's Treatife Von den Hafen am 
Cafpifchen Meere, in Journ. St. Pet. for 1777. 

The Indian goods were brought, for the.moft part, 
through Perfia, acrofs the Cafpian to Aftracan, from thence 
up the Volga, then by land to the Don, and down that 
fiv^r to Aw)f. 

llorehoufg 




jPu^^A:c^J^an/i ^. /^ S4 aeopniut^ ^Ac^ fifJhn&arn i^^JT.dac/^a 
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ftorehoufe at Wiiby, an Hanfeatic town in 
the Ifle of Gothland, The devaftation occa- 
lioned by the wars of Tamerlane, about the 
end of the 1 4th century, turned this trade 
from Aftracan to Smyrna and Aleppo. The 
commerce of Arabia, more commodious for 
thofe ports, was never brought back to Aftra- 
can ; but part of tlie Perfian traffic was af- 
terwards reftored to its old channel. 

Before the conqueft of Cafan and Aftra-. 
can, and while thefe provinces were under 
the government of the Tartars ; the camp, 
or head quarters of the khan, was a mart for 
the Ruffian and Perlian merchants. But as 
this camp, according to the cuftom of the rov- 
ing Tartars, was frequently changed, Aftra- 
can and Terki * became at length the two 
principal places of refort. The commerce 
however, impeded and frequently interrupted 
by the numerous banditti, was precarious; 
until by the conqueft of Cafan and Aftracan 
Ivan Vaffilievitch II. opened a ready com- 
munication between Mofcow and the Caf- 
pian Sea; and having garrifoned Aftracan 

^ * Terki was fituated near the river Terek, upon the 
weftern fliore of Ae Cafpian : there are no traces of it now 
remaining, as the fpot upon which it flood is covered with 
the fea, 

with 
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with troops, rendered it a rehdez^ous for the 
merchants trading to thefe parts, and the 
chief dcpofitory of their fcveral cortimoditifes* 
This conqueft being completed in the yeaf 
1554, ibon after the difcovery of Archangd^ 
the Englifh, who had fettled a regular fac-* 
tory at Mofcow, obtained the tzar's permif^ 
fion to pafe through his dominions into PeN 
fia, and to carry on an cxclufivfe trade over 
the Cafpian. 

Jenkinfon Mras the firft Englifliman* who 
navigated that fea* In 1558 he landed at 
Mangufhlak upon the Eaftern ihore, p^fifed 
by land through the country of the Tufko- 
iftart Tartars to Boghara, capital of Great 
Bucharia, and returned to Mofcow the fol- 
lowing year. In 1561 he again iailed over 
the Cafpian ; and, proceeding to the coaft of 
Shirvan, went by land to Caibin, the fcfi- 
dence of the fophy ; from whom he obtained 
for the Englilh a permiffion of trading into 
Perfia. Several merchants followed his ex- 
ample. The laft expedition was made, in 
1^97, by Chriftopher Burroughs; whofe ihip 
being, in its return, hemmed in by the ice 
in the mouth of the Volga, and ihattered to 
pieces^ he and his crew efcaped with difSU. 
culty, and arrived at Aftracan after manjr 

dangers. 
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dangers*. During thcfe expeditions the traffic 
was chiefly carried on to the ports of Tumcn, 
Derbent, Baku, and the coafts of Ghilan. 

The difafters which attended the laft voy^ 
age of Burroughs, the number of banditti 
who frequented the fhores of the Caipian^ 
and the wars between the Turks and Per- 
fians, obftruded the infant commerce; and 
no Englifli veflel appeared upon this fea for 
above a century and an half. At length, in 
1741, the Britiih merchants of St. Peterf- 
burgh, at the perfuafion of captain Elton, an 
Englifliman in the Ruflian fervice, renewed 
their commerce upon the Cafpian ; and efta-* 
blifhed a factory at Reflid in the province of 
Ghilan* Some difputes unfortunately arifing, 
as well between the Englifh themfelves, as 
between the Ruffians and captain Elton ; the 
latter entered into the fervice of Kouli Khan> 
and affifted Ae Ibphy in conftruding fome 
veffels upon the Cafpian Sea. This circum- 
ftance gave umbrage to the court c^ Peterf- 
burgh 5 and Elizabeth, in 1 746, withdrew 
the permiffion which fhe had granted to the 
Engliih merchants, of paffing through her 
dominions for the Cafpian commerce. Upon 

* SeeHackluyt, p. 324— 430, S. R. G. VIII. 426—473. 

3 the 
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the death of Nadir Shah in 1747, who, in 
confequence of captain Elton's influence, had 
permitted the Englifh to trade to Perfia, their 
fad:ory was pillaged by one of the pretenders 
to the throne of that kingdom, and their com- 
merce in thofe parts was totally annihilated*. 
Having thus fketched the origin and pro- 
grcfs of the Englifh commerce upon the Caf- 
pian, I fhall now confider that of the Ruf- 
fians, who purfued with perfeverancc the track 
which our merchants had opened for them : 
their trade over the Cafpian Sea was not in- 
confiderable, and would have been puflied 
ftill further, if the caravans, in their jour- 
ney to and from Aftracan, had not been fre- 
quently pillaged by the roving Coflacs -f-. 
The commercial intercourfe between Perfia 
and Ruflia was ftill further enlarged and ex- 
tended under Boris Godunof :{:, who formed 
an alliance with the fophy Shah -Abbas the 
Great, which would have been extremely ad- 

♦ See Hanway's Britifli trade over the Cafpian Sea, in 
1iis Travels, Vols. I, and IL ; and Chap. XXXIII. in 
thefecond volume of Cooke's Travels through the Ruffian 
Empire to Perfia. Both thefe accounts, however con- 
tradidtory to each other, fufficiently prove the unfortunate 
mifunderftandings which had arifen between the Englifh 
who engaged in this trade. 

t S. R. G. VII. 489. t lb. p. 490. 

vantageous 
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vantagcous if the civil wars had not taken 
place: and though, under Michael Feodo- 
rovitch, thefe commotions fubfided, and the 
Commerce was renewed ; yet it was £0 fre- 
quently interrupted by the Tartar banditti 
arid pirates, as to become exceedingly preca-* 
jious. 

Alex^y Michaelovitch having curbed the 
Cojffacs, and rendered the roads more fecure, 
Aftracan became again the center of the Per- 
fian trade; to which place merchants from 
Bucharia, Crim Tartary, Armenia^ Perfia, 
and even India, reforted. That fovereign turn- 
ed his attention to the commerce of the Caf- 
pian ; and as the veflels of the Ruffians were 
rudely framed, without decks, and of courfe 
cxpofed to conftant fhipwrecks*, he drew 
from Amfterdam feveral ftiip-builders, for the 
purpofe of conftruding veflels more calcu- 
lated to weather the ftorms of this fea : but 
thefe defigns were fruftrated by the rebel- 1669. 
lion of the Coflacs of the Don, under the 
command of Stenko Rafin-f*. The trade of 
Ruffia in thofe parts was fo entirely anni- i6ju 

• S. R. G. VII. p, 499. 

t Bufching, IX. 80 — SS. Fbr an accotint of Stenko 
Rafin, fee Schmidt, KuiH GtC. Vol. 11^ p« 32, Motle/s 
Hiftgiy of Catkarine, Vol. I. p. 227. 

Vol. III. C Q hUated 
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hilated by the devaftations of thefe Coflacs> 
that, upon the quelling of the revolt, an4 
the punifhment of their leader, the gre^teft 
part of it fell almoft entirely into the hands 
pf the Armeaian merchants eftabliflied in 
Aftracan, who fettled fa<Stories both ia the 
Ruffian and Perfian territories *. 

During this w^hole period the Ruifian and 
Armenian traders feem to. h^ve penetrated no 
further than Niezabad, a port between Der-- 
bent and Baku -, and their chief fettlen^ent 
was at Shamakee, capital of Shirvan,. until 
171 1, when that town was takeji by the 
Lefgees, and their faftory pillaged ^d de^ 
jftroyed. 

Towards the latter, end of Peter's reign, 
this commerce was again renewed on the fol- 
lowing occafion : that monarch having march- 
ed a confiderable- army into Perfia, t;o(>k pof- 
feffioij of the provinces of Dageftan, Shirvan, 
Ghilan, and Mafanderan, a trad: of Qountry 
which comprifes all the Eaftern and Soii|:hern, 
coafts of the Cafpian ; and thefc provinces 
were fornxally ceded to Ruffia in 1723- . Sopn 
after this ceffion, the emperor having obtained 
all the neceflary information fdating to the 



#.* '• 
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ports of that fea, and the produiSions of the 
neighbouring countries^ eftablifhed a Ruffian 
cwnpany trading to the Cafpian: the low 
ftatc of which will fufficiently appear from 
this circumftance, that its whole capital con*- 
fifted only of 400 fhares, of the value of £. 30 
each. The chief fcttlements were formed at 
Aftracan and Kiflar, from which placc§ the 
whole traffic was carried on by fea. 

The poflcffion of thefe diftant provinces 
proved fo expenfive, and of fuch little ad- 
vantage to the Ruffians ; that the emprefs 
Anne was induced, in 1732 and 1735, to re^ 
ftore them to the fbphy * upoa the follow* 
ing conditions : that the Ruffian- merchants 
fhould have the liberty of trading to all the 
havens of the Cafpian without paying any 
duty^ that they fhould be allowed to build 
houies and magazines wherever it was moft 
convenient; that they fhould be in no wife 
fubje(9: to the laws of the country ; and that 
nil goods faved from the wrecks of their vef- 
fcls fhould be delivered to the Ruffians 'f. 
The privileges of this company were con-* 
firmed by Anne and Eliisabeth ; but the com. 

** S. R. G. I. p. iS4i &c; ^ - 

t Guldcnftaedt. 

C c 2 m^rqg 
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mcrce knguifhed and was inconfiderable until 
the reign of the prelcnt emprefs, who, in 
1762, abolifhcd this exclufive right, and per- 
mitted all her fuhjeds to trade to Perfia 5 pro- 
hibiting, on account of the numerous banditti 
who infcft the roads, the inland traffic from 
Kiflar, and the other Cafpian ports to Sha- 
makee, where the factory was formerly efta- 
blifhed. Two Ruffian confuls refide at Baku 
and Einzellce *• Thefe regulations, however 
produftive of general advantage to the com^ 
iilerce, cannot prevent the contraband trade 
which is carried on at Shamakee, and the 
other inland towns of Perfia, i5y the Armenian 
merchants ; who, from the jjf nowledge of the 
country and the language, gain ready admif- 
iion, and underfell the Ruffians. 

Aftracan„ fituated upon an ifland in one 
ly{ the branches of the Volga, may be confi- 
dered as the great ilaple of the Cafpian com- 
merce ; and, by means of that river, is readily 
Supplied with European merchandize from 
the ports t>f the Baltic -f. Althougli Aftrtr- 
can is only in the 47th degree of latitude, 
yet the cdd is^ extremely intenfe in winter i 

♦ Guldcnftaedt, p. 248, 
t Hanway, p. 141, 

and 
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and for two months the Volga is generally 
frozen fo hard as to be paffed over by heavy- 
laden fledges*. Largb tradls of foreft upon 
the banks of that river, in the province of 
Cafan, fumifh fufficient oak and timber for 
the conftrudion of veflels for the Cafpian 
iea. 

The Cafpian is about 680 miles in length, 
reckoning from Gurief to Medflictifar ; and 
in no part more than 260 miles in breadth. 
It has no tide ; and, on account of its fre- 
quent fhoals, is navigable only by veflels drawr- 
ing from 9 to 10 feet water: it has fl:rong. 
currents ; and, like all inland feas, is fubjed 
to violent fl:orms -f , which the Rufljan vef- 
fels, wretchedly conftrudted, weather with dif- 
ficulty. Its waters are brackifli. The fifliery 
of the Cafpian defcrves to be mentioned, be^ 
caufe it is a nurfery for failors. The Uralian 
Coflac;? enjoy the right of fifliing upon the 
coafl: 47 miles on each fide x)f the riyer Ural ; 
and the inhabitants of Aftracan poflefs the 
exclufive privilege upon the remaining ihores 
belonging to Ruflia. , The roe of fl:urgeons 
j^nd beluga fupply large quantities of caviare ; . 

♦ Gmelin, Vol. II. p. 84. 
f Hanway, Vol. I. p. 393. 

C c 3 and 
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and the fifh, which are chiefly falted and dried, 
form a confiderable article of confumption in 
the Ruffian empire. The Cafpian abounds 
with fea-dogs, which are hunted and caught 
in great numbiZfs *. 

We fliall be able to afcertain with tok- 
rable exadnefs the prefent ftate of the com- 
merce in the Cafpian fea, by confidering the 
principal havens^ and the imports and ex- 
ports. 

The coafts of the Cafpian being in the pof-^ 
feffion of the Ruffians, Perfians, and Tartars, 
the ports may be divided into, 

I. Ruffian. II. Pcrfian. III. Tartar. 

I. The Ruffian ports and trading places 
upon the Cafpian are, i . Gurief ; 2 . Kiflar. 

I. Gurief is fituated upon the mouth of 
the Yaik or Ural, at a little diftance from a 
bay of the Cafpian. It is a fmall, but ftrong 
fortrefs, which guards the frontiers of the 
Ruffian empire towards the territory of the 
Kirghees Tartars. The place contains fcarcely 
an hundred houfes.; and, except the garrifon, 
has no inhabitants but a few merchants from 
Aftracan, who drivQ an inconfiderable trade 

* Journ. St. Pet. p. 253; S. R. G. VII. p. 525. 
For a lift of the fifh in the Cafpian, fee Gmelin, Vol. II. 
p. 246. "^ 

with 
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with the neighbouring Tartars *• 2. The 
fortrefs of Kiflar ftands near the Eaftern coaft, 
and covers the frontiers towards the Hmits 
of Perfia, Vefiels bound for this place for- 
merly entered the Southern branch of the 
Terek ; but as the mouths of that river are 
BOW choaked up, the merchandize is landed 
in a fmall bay about the diftance of 34 miles 
from the fortrefs. Kiflar draws from Aftra- 
can the European commodities neceflary for 
the Perfian traffic, and alfo a large quantity 
•of corn and provifion for the Ruffian colonies 
upon the Terek, and for the inhabitants of 
the neighbouring chain of Mount Caucafufe. 
Befide the goods v^hich are difpofed of at 
Kiflar, arid fent from thence to the Perfian 
ports, the inhabitants carry on a contraband 
trade to Shamakee, Derbent, and evea Tiflis 
in Georgia ; which is exceedingly precarious 
from the numerous banditti who pillage the 
caravans. 

11. Before I enumerate the principal Per- 
fian havens, it w^oiild be neceflary to acquaint 
the reader to virhbril belong the provinces of 
Shirvan, Ghilan, Mafanderan, and Afl:rabad, 
in which countries • the ports reforted to by 

♦ Pallas Reife, I. 424, &c. 

C c 4 the 
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th? I^uflians are iitu^ted; if, in the prefent 
unfettled ftate of Perfia, and th^ civil v^ars 
which continue to harafs that divided em*- 
pire, it were poflible to afcertain that point. 
In general^ the above-mentioned provinces are 
governed by their own khans ^ who, though 
tributary tp the fophy> render themfelves oc^ 
pafionally independent whenever a favourable 
opportunity offers: continually at variance^ and 
frequently at war with each other, their go- 
vernments are the feat of almoft perpetual 
hoftility, rapine, and devaftation , Meanwhile, 
the trade flouriflies or diminifhes in propor- 
tion as the exaftions of the fovereigns are 
more or lefs frequent and exorbitant. 
The Perfian havens are as follow : 
I. Dcrbent is the wprft port in the Caf- 
pian, if it can be called a port, where veffels 
fan feldom approach the fliore, on account 
of iands and Ihoals, but are generally obliged 
to lie at anchor at the diftance of at leaft three 
quarters of a mile : frpm this circumftance, 
joined to the inconfiderible degree of com- 
merce carried on with the inhabitants, it is 
at prefent^ but little frequented. Derbent *, 

which 

• " This city of Dcrbent is an antient towne^ haying 
** an oldc caftlc therein, fituated upon an hill called Caftow, 

5* bjLiilde4 
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which ftands in the provinpe of Shirvan, is a 
Perfian fortrefs, furrounded by high brick 
walls : the inhabitants are chiefly Perfians, 
Tartars, and a few Armenians. Two or three 
Ruffian fhips are annually bound for Der- 
bent ; they are ufually laden with oats and 
rye ; and they carry iron, fteel, and lead for 
the Lefgees and other Tartar nations, who 
inhabit the Eaftern chain of the Caucafus. 
The neighbourhood of Derbent produces fome 
corn ; but not fufficient for the cpnfumption 
of the place. 2. Niefovaia Priftan, or Nicza- 
bad, muft be mentioned, becaufe it was for- 
merly the port moil frequented by the Ruf- 
fians 5 this place was chiefly vifited by the 
merchants of Shamakee, who then fupplied 
the province of Shirvan with European com- 



^* builded all of free-ftone, much after our building, the 
^' walles very high and thicke, and was firft erefted by king 
** Alexander the Great, when he warred againft the Per-r 
^^ flans and Medians, and then hee made a wall of a 
** WoonderfuU height and thickneflc, extending from the 
^ fame city to the Georgians, yea, unto the principal city 
'* thereof, named Tewflifl^ ; which wall, though it \>t now 
** rafed, or otherwife decayed, yet the foundation remaineth, 
^^ and the wall was made to the intent that the inhabitants 
** of that country, then newly conquered by the (aid Alex- 
^ ander, (hould not lightly flee, nor his enemies eafdy in- 
ff yadc.'* Hackluyt, Vol. I. p. 345. 

modi ties : 
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modities : near the harbour are fevcral wretched 
villages. 3. Baku is efteemed the iiioft com- 
modious haven in this fea^ as vefleLs may 
there ride fecurely at anchor in fcven fathoni 
water ; but the numl^r of fhoals, iflands> and 
fand*bankst render the entrance in fome places 
cxtmmely difficult and dangerous^ particularly 
to the Ruffians, who are not very expert failofs, 
£aku is a fortrefs furrounded with high brick 
walls : its inhabitants, like thofe of Derbent, 
are Perfians, Tartars, and a few Armenian 
merchants. The principal articles of expor- 
tation which fupport the trade of this phdc 
are naphta, and the fineft rock fait, of both 
which there are mines on the eaft fide of the 
bay. The inhabitants cultivate faffi-on and 
the cotton tree,, but not to any confiderable 
advantage. The trade of Baku, though more 
valuable than that of Derbent, is ftill iiicon- 
fiderablcj and chiefly carried on xvith Shi- 
makee, from whence it draws raw filk and 
filken ftuiFs. A Ruffian conful is refident at 
this place. In 1777, Baku * belonged to 
Melik-Mehmed, who was tributary to Feth 
Ali, khan of Kuba : the latter pofleffed the 
whole province of Shirvan, and was the moil 

* Gmelin, Vol. III. p. 52, &c. GuWeftftaedt. 

powerful 
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powerful prinoc, next to the khan of Ghilan, 
upon the caafl: of the Cafpian. Before wc 
quit the proWnce of Shirvan ; it may be not 
HJiproper to mention its capital, the inland 
town of Shamakee, which is only 66 miles- 
from Baku, and fupplies that port with raw 
iilk and filken {k\x&. It owed it8 former 
commercial importance to the filk which i$ 
cultivated in the neighbouring diftrid: : this 
rich produ^ion ftill preferves the town from^ 
ruin j though its traffic is greatly reduced by 
the exorbitant exa<3:iGns of the khan of Kuba. 
Formerly the Ruffians had a fadory at this 
place ; and it was alfo crowded with Turkiih 
and Greek merchants ; but at prefent there^ 
are only a few Armenian and Indian traders. 
The inhabitants manufacture filk and cotton 
fluffs, but for inferior to thofe made at this 
place in the beginning of the prefent cen- 
tury. The filk of this province is exported 
into the interior part of Perfia, Turkey, 
Georgia, and Ruffia, Shamakee ftill fupplies 
part of Georgia, and the inhabitants of the 
Eaftern chain of Mount Caucafus, with Eu- 
ropean commodities, principally by means of 
the traffic with Baku, and the contraband 
trade with the Armenians and Ruffians *. 

•• Gmelin, Vol. Ill, p. 60, &c. 

Sallian 
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3allian being no longer relbrted to on ac- 
count of the flioals and rocks, I haften to, 
4. Einzellee, which, though a wretched vil- 
lage, is the moft frequented for the Perfian 
commerce : formerly the veflels entered through 
the channel into a bay; but, as this bay is 
choaked up, they are obliged to lie at anchor 
in the road. Einzellee is fituated on the 
Ibuth-weftern coaft, a few miles north of 
Refhd, capital of the province of Ghilan : it 
confifts of two parts. Old and New Ein- 
zellee; the former is inhabited by the Per- 
fians and Armenians, under the jurifdiftion 
of the fophy ; the latter, by the Ruffian mer- 
chants, and thofe Armenians who are fubjedt 
to the cmprefs : a garrifon of thirty Ruffian 
foldiers is there Rationed under the comjnand 
of the confuL It contains a Ruffian and Ar^ 
meniaij chwch, and about 300 houfes, which 
are moftly built with reed. The rpfufe only 
of the Perfian and European commo^ties is 
expofed to fale at Einzellee ; the gre^-t mart 
being at Refhd, where the Ruffians hav^ 
eredted booths; and to which place a con- 
flux of merchants from Tauriis, the principal 
cities of Pf^rfia, Armenia, gnd even Turkey, 
refort, in order to purchase the raw filk an4 
manufadures pf Ghilan. Hence the Ruffians 
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difpofe of their European commodities to con- 
fiderable advantage ; and obtain in return the 
produdtions of this rich province. The ma- 
nufaftures * and filk of Ghilan, which is 
efteemed the heft in Perfia, have been in fuch 
repute for thefe laft fifty years, that Rcfhd is 
become one of the firft commercial towns in 
this part of Afia. The fineft fort is ufually 
white, and is chiefly fent into the interior 
cities of Perfia, or fold to the Tufks. The 
inferior kind is yellow, and is chiefly difpofed 
of to the Ruflians. There is fuch a confl:ant 
demand for the filk of Ghilan +, that the 
price rifes every year. Refhd fupplies the 
bordering provinces of Perfia, and the inde- 
pendent neighbouring ftates as far as Georgia, 
with European merchandize, excepting the 
goods which are tranfported immediately from 
Afl:racan, through Kiflar and Mofliok, to the 
neareft parts of Georgia, and of the neigh- 
bouring mountains ; and thofe which are fent 
from Shamakee, to the Lefgees Tartars, and 
other independent tribes J. 5. Farabat, and, 

♦ See, in Gmelin, Vol. IIL p. 415, a lift of the fna- 
aufa(^ure$ of Ghilan. 

f For an account of the filk of Ghilan, fee Gmelin, 
Vol. III. p. 412. Hanway, VoU II. ^. 16, S. R. G. VIL 

P- 515. 
X Gmelin, Vol. III. p, 414. 

2 6. Medihe«^ 
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6* Mcdflietifar, arc fituatcd upon the fouthern 
coaft, in the province of Mafiuidcran; thejr 
are both finall villages ; of which the latter 
is the moft commercial, from its vicinity to 
Balfrufch, capital of the province, where the 
Ruffians and Armenians carry their mer- 
chandize : the traffic, however, is much lefs 
confiderable than it was formerly ; a circum- 
ftance owing to the impofitions of the khan 
of Mafanderan. The chief productions of this 
country are filk, far inferior to that of Ghi- 
Ian ; and rice and cotton, of both which ar- 
ticles there is a large exportation. Merchants 
from Kaikan, Ifpahan, Schirafs, Khorafan, &c, 
refort to Balfrufch ; and bring for fale the 
Perfian and Indian commodities*. 7. The 
bay of Aftrabad, where the Ruffians land and 
proceed to the capital of that nwne : the 
productions of this province, and its exports 
and imports, are nearly fimilar to thofe of 
Mafanderan. The commerce of Aftrabad is 
thiefly with Candahar. 

III. The Tartar havens are, i. The Bay 
of .Balkan; and, 2. Mangufhlak, both of 
which, but particularly the latter, afford a fe* 
etire harbour, i . The Ruffians frequent the 

♦ Gmelin, V-oL III. p. 459^ 

iflands 
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iflands in the bay of Balkan ; inhabited chiefly 
by pirates of the race of Turkoman Tartars : 
thefe iflands produce rice and cotton, and one 
of them, called Napthoni^* abounds in naphta.. 
This trafHc might be increafed to the advan- 
tage of Ruflia ; as it would be far more com- 
modious to trade with the Tartars of Khiva 
and Bucharia from thefe part§, than from 
Orenburgh, through the country of the war- 
like and independent Kirghees . 2 . The com- 
merce of Mangufhlak is by far the moft con-^ 
fiderable: the neighbouring Tartars bring to 
this plac^ the prpdudlions of their own coun- 
try, and evei> of Bucharia, fuch as cotton, 
yai^n, and ftuffs, furs and fkins, and rhubarb -f*. 

The principal commodities expprtcd from Aftracan 
to Ae poFte-of the Cafpian fea, are cloths, chiefly Englifli, 
Diftch, French, and Silefian ; vitriol, foap, all urn, fugar, 
Ruflia leather, needles, coarfe linen manufafhired in RuiEa, 
velvets, glafs ware, and looking-glafles, writing paper, 
a few furs and fkins, a fmall quantity of tea, provifions, 
ijhiefly ' con>/ aodr butter^ wir^, brandy, wooden furni- 
ture, fea-^bori^ teeth, alfo. iron, brafs, tin, lead, hard^ware, 
watches, &c. &c» Iri 1775, the value of the cloths ex- 
ported amounted tq£, 52,600 ; the cochineal to £. 45,600; 
and the indigo to £, 7,000. 

ImpcMTts. R^w and manufactured filks, but chiefly th^ 
fiprmer, from theprovincesr of Shir van and GhiUm; which 
article, in 1775, amounted to ;|^. +3,800. Bucharian 

t Guldenftaedt, p. 26'5— 267. 

lamb- 
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lamb'fldas, rice, dried fruity, ipices and drugs, fa&onj 
61tj fulphur, and naphta. The Indians and merchants ojT 
SIhiva bring occafionally to Aftracan gold and iilver in 
bars, gold-duft, precious ftones and pearls *• 

The trade of the Cafpian fea had confider- 
ably declined before the acceffion of the pre- 
ient emprefs : by the abolition of monopolies, 
and by various other ufeful regulations, it has 
lately increafed to fuch a degree ; that within 
the fpace of fifteen years the average fum of 
the exports and imports has been nearly trip- 
led;^ as will appear from comparing the follow- 
ing tables • 

Tptal exports 
and imports. 



m^m* 



3ajance againft Ruflia — 6,ooo 



Balance in favour of Ruffia 24,600 

* Such was the general fttte of ^e Cafpiair trade wheR I was ia 
Ruifia } but it will l>e rendered ftiii more iecure and profitable to the 
Ruffians^ if it be true, as reported, that the emprefs has concluded 
a treaty of amity and commerce with the prefent fophy of Perfia, 
Aly Murad Khan, whom (he affifted agaioft hia competitors for the 
throne. According to this account, the troubles of Periia have, in a 
great meafure, fubfided ; the fophy has fent an tmbaflador to Peterf- 
burgfa, to ratify the treaty of commerce 3 has increafed the privileges 
of the Ruffi^ merchants, who h«ve already began to open a more ex« 
tenfive commerce with the interior parts of Perfia, Armenia, and the 
adjacent diftri^s of Aila* See Ram* Pol* Jouro. for X7S2. P. L | 
for 17^5, p. 195, 
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Total exports 

' „„ 5 Exports ^. 125,400 1 r^'kT^Tr: 
''^S, I Imports *" 64,720 } ^-^SQiSZO 

/ 

Balance in favour of Ruflla 61,280 

Traffic with Georgia and the natives of 

Caucafus -** "'"' "^ )C' i^jO^o 

'* Total in 1775 — — — jf- ^99*520 

The contraband trade is ndt ihcluded in this calculation ** 

Commerce with the Bucharians and Chinefe^ 

Under the commerce with the Bucharians-f' 
1 comprize that which the Ruffians carry on 
with the Calmucs, and other Tartar nations 
beyond the fi-ontiers of Siberia ; becaufe the 
latter is of fuch little importance as fcarcely 
to deferve a feparate article. 

The Bucharians, who inhabit the fouth- 
weflern part of Independent Tartary, are a 
very commercial people : their caravans travel 
through the whole continent of Afia X^ and 

♦ The reader who wiflies to trace the rife, progrefs, 
and prefent ftate of the commerce upon the Cafpian fea, 
muft confult and compare Hackluyt's CoUedtion of Voya- 
ges, Vol. I. p. 324 to 431 ; Hanway's Britifli Trade of 
the Cafpian Sea 5 Cooke's Travels; S* R. G. VII. 103— 
546; Gmelin's Reife, Vol. III. ; and Guldenftacdt's 
Treatife mentioned above. 

t Having before mentioned the commerce with the Bu- 
charians upon the Eaftern coafts of the Cafpian, it is need- 
lefs to enter upon any further detail of it in this place. 

X S. R. G. VII. p. 7. 

Vol. IJL D d traffic 
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traffic with Thibet and China, India, Perfia, 
and Ruflia. This empire contains fevfiral co- 
lonies of the Bucharians, who are fettled in 
many large towns of the fouthern provinces ; 
and who maintain a conftant communication 
with the merchants of their own country. 
Their principal marts are Tomik, Kiada, 
and Orenburgh ; the latter of which is the 
moft confiderable, and chiefly trades with 
Kalkar, Tafhkent, and Khiva *. Their cara- 
vans, in their way to thefe towns, are expofed 
to pillage from the Kirgees Tartars, through 
whofe country they are obliged to pafs. Their 
imports are gold and filver, chiefly in Perfian 
coins and Indian rupees, gold-dufl -f, pre- 
cious flones, particularly rubies, lapis-lazuH, 
fpun and raw cotton, cotton fl:ufFs in great 
abxmdance, both Indian and Bucharian, half- 
fillcs, unprepared nitre, native fal-&mmoniac^ 
lamb-lkins, raw filk in fmall quantities, and 

♦ Rytflcof Orenb. Top. voL L p, 263. 

+ This gold-duft IS found in the fand of the rivers of 
Bucharia. The procuring of this commodity was the 
principal inducement to the firft expeditions of the Engltfh. 
merchants over the Cafpian into Bucharia, which are re- 
lated in Hackluyt's CoUeftion, Peter the Great fent feveral 
Kuifian merchants into the country for the fame purpofe. 
See S. R. G. IV. p. 183, &c. Rytlkof, vol. I. p. 263. 
Ruifia lUui^rata, vol. U. p. 141. 

Aubarb, 
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rhubarb, large herds of fheep and horfes *. 
Exports : Cloth, Ryiflian leather, beads and 
trinkets, hard-- ware, indigo, cochineal, &c. 

The Chinefe trade is by far the moft im- 
portant part of it's Afiatic commerce, and is 
now carried on at Kiad:a, fituated upon the 
frontiers of the Chinefe and Ruffian ^empires. 
But having in a former publication 'f given 
a circumftantial account of this commerce^ 
it will be fufficient to.obferve in this place^ 
that in 1777, the total fum of importation 
a;id exportation, as entered at the cuftom- 
houfe, amounted to jC* 573>666^ 15^. 5 but if 
we include the contraband trade, which is 
very conifiderable, and make an allowance 
for the deficiencies of the above-mentioned 
year, which was not fo favourable as the pre- 
ceding ones, we may fairly eftimate the grofs 
amount of the average trade to China, ia 
exports and imports, at near j(^. 800,00a 
ilerling. 

• Pallas Reife, vol. I. p. 232, &c. The flieep and- 
horfes are brought for fale by the Kirg^es Tartars. Mr. 
Pallas fays, that above 60,000 fheep, and 1 0,000 horfes, 
are yearly fold at Or^nburgh, p. 234. 

f See an account of the tran&Sions and commerce 
between Ruffia and China, in Ruffian Pifcoveries, Book 
III. Chap, n— V. 

0d2 CHAP. 
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C H A P. V. 

On the commerce of the Black Sea . — Havens. 
— Exports and imports. — Forts and terri^ 
tory ceded by the Turks to Ruffia. — Zapo- 
rogian Cojfacs^ — Abolition of their govern-^ 
ment. — ProduSlions of the Southern provinces 
of Ruffia* — Navigation of the Don and 
Dnieper. — Attempts of the Ruffians to pro^ 
fecute the commerce through the Dardanelles 
tq the Mediterranean* — Frequent interrup-^ 
tions and precarious Jiate of that trade* 

PETER the Great was the firft fovereiga 
of this empire who attempted to open 
a commerce through the Sea of Azof and the 
Euxine, and to export, by that channel, the 
productions of Southern Ruffia. By his vic- 
tories over the Turks, the pofTeffion of Azof, 
and the conftrudion of Taganroc, he feemed 
on the eve of realizing this favourite projedl; 
but all his vaft fchemes were baffled by the 
urifuCcefsful campaign of 171 1> which ter- 
minated in the peace of Pruth : a peace pur- 
chafed by the ceffion ai Azof and Taganroc, 
and by relinquifhing the commerce of the 

Euxine. 
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Euxine. Since that period the Turks have 
jealoufly excluded the Ruffians from all fharc 
in the navigation of their feas ; until the pre- 
fent emprefs finiflied a fuccefsful war againft 
the Porte by the glprious peace of 1774. By 
this peace Ruffia obtained a free navigation 
in all the Turkiih feas ; a right of paffing 
through the Dardanelles ; all the commercial 
immunities granted to the moft favoured na- 
tions in amity with the Porte ; the pofleffion 
of Azof and Taganroc ; the three fortrefles 
of Kinburn, Kertfh, and Yenikale; and a 
large diftrid: between the Bog and the Dnie- 
per. 

Many fpeculations have been entertained 
concerning the extent and value of the traffic 
which Ruffia is likely to eftablifh in the Black 
Sea ; and the revolution which it may cffcd: 
in the commerce of Europe, by transferring 
part of the Baltic trade to the ports of the 
Mediterranean,. In confequence of this change, 
it is aflerted, the fouthern provinces of this 
empire will find a vent to export their fu- 
perfluous produftions; the Ruffian veflels will 
open a profitable trade with Crim Tartary, 
with the Auftrian provinces at Kilia-Nova, 
with the Turks at Conilantinople, with the 
Greeks in the Levant -, the iron of Siberia, 

D d 3 thQ 
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the corn, hemp, and flax of the Ukraine, and 
the contiguous provinces, will be fent from 
the havens of , the^ Black Sea, through the 
Dardanelles, to fupply the ports of the Me- 
diterranean ; and thus France and Spain will 
be furniihed with naval ftores by a cheaper 
and more expeditious navigation than through 
the Baltic and the Northern Ocean. As the 
completion of this great and extenfive pro- 
jedi can only be the work of time, and de- 
pends on a variety of contingencies, we can-* 
not pretend to form any abfolute deqifion upon 
the probability of its failure or fuccefs ; but 
a confiderable light may be thrown on this in- 
tricate fubjed by an attention to the following 
objeds of inquiry *• 

I. The traffic upon the Turkifli Seas be- 
fore the peace, with an account of their ha- 
vens and exports. II. The ports and ter- 
ritory ceded to Ruffia, and the new towns 
lince conftrudted by the emprefs. III. The 
produ<5tions of the Southern Ruffian provinces, 
and the navigation of the rivers E)on and 
Dnieper. IV. The progrefs hitherto m(kde 
by the Ruffians to eftablifh an intercourfe b^- 

♦ In this inquiry I have principally followed Gulden- 
ftaedt's Effay Von der Hafen am Azowfchen Schwartzen 
and Weiflen Mcere, in Journ, Su Pet. for 1776. 

tween 
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tween the Black Sea, through the Darda- 
nelles, with the ports of the Mediterranean. 

I. The traffic upon the Turkifh Seas pre- 
vious to the peace of 1 774, and their havens 
and exports. This traffic was chiefly carried 
on by the Greeks, Armenians, and Turks ; 
and as the Ruffians poflefled no port, either 
upon the Sea of Azof or the Euxine ; Tcher- 
kafk, capital of the Coffacs of the Don, was 
the place where the produdtions of this em- 
pire and Turkey were reciprocally exchanged. 
The Greek and Armenian merchants failed 
to Taganroc, where they performed quaran- 
tine; and then proceeded with ^heir mer- 
chandize to Tcherkalk, having firft paid the 
duty at Temernik, a fmall village upon the 
Don, now the fortrefs of St. Demitri. Tcher- " 
kafk was alfo the emporium of an inland 
commerce between the merchants of Kuban 
and Crim Tartary and the Ruffians. The 
imports were chiefly Greek wines, raifins, 
dried figs, almonds, oil, rice, faffi'on, painted 
linens and cottons. The exports, hides and 
leather, coarfe linen, hard- ware, caviare, &c. * 
The Greek and Armenian merchants, in re- 

• See Tarif of the Imported and Exported Wares. Buf, 
Hift. Mag. XI. p. 373. 

D d 4 turni;ig 



408 TRAVELS INTO RUSSIA. B. 6. 

turning to Conftantinople, fupplied the ports 
of the Sea of Azof and the Euxine with Ruf,- 
fiaq and European commodities. 

In order to have a general idea of the jtraf^ 
fie in the Turkifh Seas, we muft take a 
curfory view of their havens, imports and ex-r 
ports. 

Among the harbours of the Black Sea re-r 
, forted to by the Greek and Armenian mer-r 
chants, the moft frequented were thqfe of 
Crim Tartary ; namely, Yenikale, one of the 
fortrefles lately ceded to Ruffia, Balaklava, 
Koflof, and CafFa, which merits a particular 
defcription. CafFa and the whole peninfula, 
which were before under the dominion of the 
Turks, were, by an articl? • in the late peace, 
declared independent ; and fubjeft to a khan, 
eleded by the natives, but confirmed both by 
the emprefs and grandrfignor : it is the car 
pital of the Crimea ; and the Tartars, whp 
confider it as a place of great celebrity and 
importance, diftinguifh it by the name of Half 
Conftantinople *. The bay, which is very 

large, 

* Nennen folche di Tartary nur Jarim Stambuh Klec- 
ipan's Reife von Wien nach Conftantinopel. See a cu- 
rious account of CafFa, in that work. The author ob^r 
ferycd there feveral f uins gf the buildings which the Ge- 

nocfe 
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large, is capable of containing feveral hun- 
dred merchant fhips ; and its inhabitants arc 
the richeft, and drive the moft extenfive trade 
in the Black Sea. The produdions of Crim 
Tartary, exported from CafFa and the other 
havens of that peninfula, confift chiefly in 
corn, wine, wool, fine black and grey lamb^ 
Ikins, and fait. The imports are fine and 
coarfe linens, printed cottons, nankeen, Ruf^ 
fiari leather, fine cloths, velvets, taiieties, furs, 
ropes, paper, falted fifh, and caviare, tobacco 
leaves, copper and tin, hard-ware, gold and 
filver threads, beads and corals, earthen w^ares, 
and a coarfe fort of porcelain, glafs ware *, &c, 
&c. 

The port of Taman lies oppofite to Ye^ 
niks^le, at the extremity of the ftraits of CaiFa, 
upon a fmall ifland in the mouth of the river 
Kuban : it is fubjedt to the khan of Crim 
Tartary ; and traffics with the Circaffians from 
Mount Caucafus, the Coflacs dwelling near 
the rivers which fall into the Kuban, and the 



noefe conftniSed when Caffa was in their poflfeffion, par- 
ticularly the remains of the ancient citadel, of churches, of 
angels and faints grofsly carved in ftone, and feveral La- 
tin infcriptions, p. 168, &c. He defcribes Crim Tartary 
^s a very fruitful country. 

f pulcjenftaedt, p. 12— 14, 

Tartars 
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Tartars inhabiting the defert between the Ku- 
ban and the Don. The exports are honey, 
wax, fait, wool, fkins of foxes, martens, iheep, 
&c.: the imports nearly fimilar to thofe at 
Cafi^. 

The ports of the Eaftern and Southern 
coafts of the Black Sea are fituated in the 
Turkiih provinces of Mingrelia, Georgia, and 
Anatolia : the principal are Poti, where the 
merchants of Georgia refort ; Trebizond ; 
Cherfon, which is diftant only 60 miles from 
Tokat, at which town the caravans from Per- 
fia aflemble and feparate, in order to proceed 
by different routes to Smyrna and Conftan-. 
tinople ; Sinope, the neareft port upon the 
Black Sea to Angora, the only place hitherto 
Jcnown that fupplies the fine goats-hair, ge- 
nerally called camels-hair, from which the 
beft camlets are manufactured, and which 
equal, if not furpafs, thofe of BrufTels : this 
hair, fpun into yarn, is chiefly purchafed at* 
Tokat by the merchants of the caravans in 
their way to Smyrna, from which port Eu- 
rope is moftly fupplied with this commodity^ 
The Greek and Armenian merchants draw 
from thefe parts honey, wax, fkins of foxes,, 
of martens, and of fheep, raw and manufac- 
tured filk, both Perfian and Turkiih, cotton, 

callicoes. 
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callicoes, rice, fafFron, dried fruit, &c. They 
fupply them in return with Ruffian and other 
European produ<9:ions. Tios or Tilios, where 
the Turks have a dock for repairing fhips, 
and at which place fails, cordage, anchors, 
and other naval ftores, are advantageoufly dif- 
pofed of. 

The ports on the Weftern ihore of the 
Black Sea, befide Kinburn, are Varna in BuU 
garia, which is diftant about 1 00 miles from 
Adrianople; Kilia-Nova, at the mouth of 
the Danube in Wallachia; and Akkermen, 
upon the mouth of the Dnieper, in Beffarabia, 
and about 60 miles from Bender. Thefe ports 
furnifh wool, dried fruits, Hungarian and 
Moldavian wines, buffalo fkins, &c. The 
traffic to Varna and Akkermen might be con- 
fiderably increafed by forming a more regular 
communication with Adrianople and Bender; 
and that of Kilia-Nova might be rendered 
highly important, by vending the produftions 
of Auftria and Hungary, if the navigation of 
the Danube was not obftrudled by the jea- 
loufy of the Turks. The imports of thofe 
havens confift in European and Ruffian pro- 
dudions, for the moft part limilar to thofe of 
Caffii. 

Conftahtinople and Gallipoli are the prin- 
cipal 
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cipal havens in the fea of Marmora. The 
Ruffian imports are furs and Ikins, leather, 
fail cloth, cordage, anchors, tar and pitch, 
ilcel and iron, fait fi(h, caviare, butter, fea- 
horfe teeth, v^ax, tea, mufk, caftor oil, co- 
lours, paper, coarfe cloth, linen, and corn: 
the exports to Ruffia are raw and manufac- 
tured fiik and cotton, muflins, rich Turkifh 
fluffs and carpets, wrool and Angora-goats^ 
hair, Grecian wines, oil, all kinds of Euro- 
pean and Afiatic fruit, lemoAs and oranges, 
tobacco and fnufFs, fpices, faffron, opium, 
and other fpecies of drugs, pearls and precious 
ftones, gold and filver*, &c, 

II , The ports and territory ceded to Ruffia, 
and the new towns fmce conftruded by the 
cmprefs. The ceded places are, i. The dif- 
tritt upon the Sea of Azof 5 2. Kertfch and 
Yenikale, in Crim Tartary ; 3. The fortrcfs 
of Kinburn ; • 4, The territory between the 
Dnieper and the Bog. 

I . The diftrid bordering upon the Sea of 
Azof comprifes, befide a large tradt of ter- 
ritory to the eaft and weft of Azof, the for- 
trefles Azof, Taganroc, and Petroffk. Azof 
is no longer of the fame importance as it was 

* GuWepftaedt, p, 2i-^5i 

in 
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in the reign of Peter the Great ; the branch 
of the Don, upon the mouth of which it ftands, 
being now fo choaked with fand as fcarcely 
to admit the fmalleft veffels. The merchan- 
dize therefore is ufually depojfited at Tagan- 
roc or Petroffk ; and the frigates and mer- 
chant-fliips, which were formerly conftruited 
at Azof, are now built either at St. Demitri 
or Roftof, and pafs down the Don into the 
Sea of Azof, through another branch of that 
river. As the harbour of Taganroc contains^ 
upon an average, only feven feet of war, the 
veflels which land there muft be built to draw 
no more than five or fix feet : the town has 
been rendered commodious by the conftruc- 
tion of feveral warehoufes and other buildings 
during the late war ; and is efteemed for the 
falubrity of the air. The fortrefs of Petroffk, 
which ftands at the mouth of the river Broda, 
and conunands the Turkifh frontiers, was alfo 
cre<fted during the late war. It is extremely 
advantageoufly fituated, as forming a direft 
communication with the havens of Crim Tar- 
tary ; and might eafily be rendered more fe- 
cure than that of Taganroc, from the fuperior 
depth of water. By the pofleflion of thefe 
fortrefles, the navigation of the Sea of Azof 
is perfedtiy fecured. The frontiers of this 

ceded 
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ceded territory^ to the weft of that Sea, are 
guarded by a chain of fmall forts, extending 
from Petroffk to the Dnieper. 

2. The fortrefles of Kertfch and Yenikale, 
iituated upon the eaftern coafts of Crim Tar- 
tary, and near the northern entrance of the 
ftraits of CafFa, are of the greateft importance, 
by commanding the paflage which forms the 
communication between the Sea of Azof and 
the Euxine. 

3. Kinburn is the only port poflefled by 
the Ruffians on the coafts of the Black Sea : 
it ftands clofe to the prefent frontiers, at the' 
mouth of the Dnieper, oppofiteto the Turkifh 
fortrefs Otchakof ; the latter being a place 
of fuperior ftrength, muft, while it continues 
in the hands of the Turks, obftrudt, in cafe 
of a rupture, the navigation of the Dnieper. 
Kinburn was intended for the principal de- 
pofitbiy of the merchandi25C fent from the 
provinces-s bordering upon the Dnieper; but' 
as the harboufr-oa. account ^jf its quickfand, 
affords no fecurity for anchorage, the new 
town of Kherfon is at prefent rendered the 
great emporium of this trade. 

4. The pofleffion of the territory between 
the Bog and the Dnieper opens a fecure com- 
munication between the Black Sea, and thpfe 

" rich 
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rich and extenfive provinces through which 
the Dnieper takes its courfe. This important 
territory, fo effential to the exiftence of the 
new commerce, was chiefly inhabited by hordes 
of roving Tartars ; and by the Zaporogian 
Coflacs, who dwelled near the Dnieper, and 
by their piracies rendered its navigation ex- 
tremely hazardous. The origin of thefe Cof- 
facs is thus traced by the Ruflian hiftorians. 
In the beginning of the 15 th century, a tribe 
of the Coflacs of the Ukraine, who inhabited 
the territory between the Bog and the Dnieper, 
were known under the denomination of Za* 
porogian^, from their fituation near the ca- 
taracts of the lafl:-mentioned river, where ftood 
their Setcha -f*, or principal fettlement. This 
fetcha was a kind of fortrefs furrounded with 
a wooden wall, and was at firft merely in- 
tended as a place of aflembly ; where thefe 
Cofl&cs were convened, in order to deliberate 
upon the method of carrying on their cuf- 
tomary depredations, or for the purpofe of 
eled:ing a chief. By degrees it was filled with 

* Porogi fignifies cataracts. 

+ Setcha means any place furrounded with a wall, or 
fortification, feparated from the neighbouring diftridl. 
S. R. G. IV. p. 4I4* 

habitations ; 
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habitations ; and afterwards appropriated to 
a feparate community of perfons ; who de- 
voted themfelves folely to arms, and totally 
excluded all women from the precinft of 
their military refidence. The inhabitants 
were divided into a certain number of clafles ; 
each of which eleded its refpeftive leader, 
who were all under the jurifdiftion of a 
fupreme chief chofen by the whole fociety* 
Thefe Zaporogian Coffacs became fo dif- 
tinguifhed for their bravery and knowledge 
of defultory war ; that perfons, not only 
from the circumjacent parts, but alfo from 
more diftant regions, flocked to this fo- 
ciety of warriors : the inhabitants of the 
fetcha were not obliged to continue in it for 
any fettled term; being only bound, while 
they remained, to conform themfelves to the 
regulations and difcipline of their aflbciates. 
Whenever any of them were difpofed to 
marry, they were under the neceflity of quil- 
ting the fetcha, but were permitted to fettle 
in the neighbouring diflrid:, with the privi- 
lege of re-admiflion *, provided they were not 
attended with their wives and families, whom 
they were neverthelefs allowed occafionally 
to vifit. The Zaporogians increafed their 

5 numbers 
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Bumbert by ofifering an afylum to defer ters *^ 
and by fpfcing and enticing youths and chil- 
dren from the Ukraine and from Poland^ 
whom they trained to a military life, and ad* , 
mitted into their community upon fimilar 
conditions, and with the fame privileges^ 
which they themfelves pofTeiTed, The place 
of their refidence was occalionally varied^ 
when their numbers increafed, or when the 
hordes wandered at a confiderable diftance 
from each other, different parties ereded and 
occupied feveral diftinft fetchas* The firft 
fetcha of this extraordinary fociety feems to 
haye been fituated upon an ifland of the Dnie- 
per below the catarad:s : the laft which they 
inhabited, at the final abolition of their goj- 
vernment,- and which at that period was the 
only one they poflefled, flood near the rivulet 
Bufulak, at the point whete it falls into the 
Dnieper, in the government of Kiof -f . 

As the members of this community were 
collected from various nations, and from the 
nature of their conftitution perpetually chang- 
ing, their number could never be exadtly af*- 

♦ S. R. G. IV. p. 441- 

t Mr. Muller has fo accurately and circumftantially 
defcribed the fetcha of the Zaporogian Celiacs, that I would 
refer the curious reader to hi& account, from which I hav^ 
feleaed this fhort extradl. S. R. G. IV, p; 411— 473t. . 

Vol, IIU E e certained: 
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certained : Manftein relates, that in the war 
in which he ferved againft the Turks, they 
brought 8000 horfe into the field ; and that/ 
oh an emergency, they could at that period 
have raifed 12,000 or 15,000. They fre-^ 
quently performed incredible feats of valour 
in the campaigns of the Ruffians againft the 
Turks and Tartars; nor were their fervicesf 
confined folcly to land : by their flcill iii na- 
vigating the Dnieper, they occafionally de- 
fended the mouth of that river ; and attacked 
with fuccefsr the armed veflels which appeared 
tipon the contiguous coafts of the Bkck Sea. 
But while they were thu$ formidable to their 
enemies, they were fcarcely lefs to be dreaded 
by their allies, NommalJy dependent upon 
the hetman of the Ukraine, they were claffed 
among the fubjedts of the Ruffian empire? 
but the peculiarity of their manners, their fe- 
paration from aH other ibciety, their popular 
form of government, together with their war- 
like difpofition, rendered them a barbarouir 
and unruly banditti * : accuftomed to live by 

• " Manftein calls them a republic of thieves and va- 
" gabonds, who fubfift on nothing but rapine both in pe^ce 
**'and war. The court of RuiHa cannot hinder their con- 
•* tinual excurfions j nay, is even obliged to keep meafures 
** with them, for fear of their chaagiiig fides.'* Manftein's 
Memoirs^ p. 19. 

rajl^mc 
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rapine and dcvaftation, they pillaged the Ruf- 
fian merchants who paiTed through their coun* 
try; and interrupt^l the navigation of the 
Dnieper by continual piracies *. At the con- 
clufion of the late Turkifli war, the emprefs 
abolifhed their form of government 5 deftroyed 
their fetcha; and finally diflblved their for- 
midable confederacy. By this falutary aft of 
power, fhe has fecurcd the merchants trading 
in thofe parts from the dread of perpetual de* 
predations ; and put an end to that fyilem of 
piracy which fo greatly obftruded the com- 
merce carried on upon the Dnieper. 

III. The Rufiian countries which are moft 
interefted in this commerce, are thofe that 
are contiguous to the Dnieper and the Don» 
This general defcription cbmpri«es the pro- 
vinces of Smolenfko, Mohilef , Ukraine, New 
Ruflia, Bielgorod, Voronetz, Ukraina-Slobod- 
ikaia, and Azof: a large tradt of territory 
which furniflies in great abundance every fpecies 
of grain, hen*»p, flax, hides, mafts, planks, 
honey, wax, tobacco, &c. 

In thefe ceded diftridls the emprefs has 
already railed feveral new towns, the principal 

* The boats of thefe Zaporogian Coflacs were rowed 
by 50 or 60 men, had no fail, and generally carried two 
finaU cannon* S. R. G. IX. p. 5. 

E e 2 whereof 
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whereof arc JKherfon, Catfaarinenfliaf, and Ma- 
fiaoopoli. 

Kherfba h iituated on the Dnieper^ about 
.ten miles below the mouth 6f the Ingulec^ 
and is chiefly built with he*^n ftone. It ia 
intended to be the priftcipal mautfor all the 
commodities of export and import ^ but if 
an extwiive trade ihould take plaoe la dii& 
^uarter> thegr^t d^fitory for the merchan- 
dize will be tiiore conwhiently fixed on. fatloe 
fpot belpw the bar of the Dniqpcr^ and. about 
twelve ipiles ibuth of Kherfon- It contain^ 
a dock fof the ^onftrudion of large vefiels ;, 
from which .fcveral m^i^ of war and frigates^ 
ast weU aj5 werchant ihip&r have beeaa. alreadjr 
Jaunclwd. Catharinenflaf, or the Glory o£ 
Catharine^ is built ©ear the fpot where the 
£nall river Kiltzin falls into the Samara, and 
is appointed to be the capital of the go- 
vernment of Azof j. it is colonized by many 
Greeks and Armenians from Crim Tartary>, 
and by others of thoii: natioas who ferved 
in the late war againft the Turks.^ Another 
town> called MirianopoU^ has been alfib raif- 
ed upon the bordei^s of the Sea. df A^of^, be- 
tween the rivers Myus and Calmius. Thefc 
three towns, as well as the numerous villages^ 
Avhich have fuddenly re^ed thdt heads in, a, 

' country 
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country formerly inhabited only by lawlefs 
banditti, or traverfed by roving hordes, arc 
filled with Ruffians • with Tartars reclaimed 
from their wandering life; and with numer- 
ous coloniftg, particularly Greeks and Ar-* 
menians, who migrated from Crim Tartary, 
and the adjacdnt provinces of the Turkiih em-» 
pire. 

• The navigation of the Don and die Dnie-^ 
per, whicTi rivers form the communication 
between thofe provinces and the Turkiili Scas> 
remains to be confidered. j 

The Doll * takes its rife from the fmaH 
Jake of St. J<^hn, near Tula, in the govern*- 
tnent of Mofcow, dud pafling through part 
of the provirice of Voronet^, a fmall portion 
of the Ukraina*Slobcxiflcaia, and the whole 
^province of Azof, divides itfelf near Tcheri- 
kafk into three ftreamsj and falls in thefe 
Separate branches into the Sea of Azof. The 
river has fo many windings ; is in many parts 
fo fliallow ; and abounds with fuch numerous 
flioals ; as to be fcarcely navigable, excepting 
in the fpring, upon the Halting of the fnows ; 
and its mouth is alfo fo choaked up w^ith 
fand, that only fla.t-bottomed veflels, except- 
ing in the- fame feafon, can p^fs into the Sea 
i)f Azof. The banks of the Don, and the 

* 5.R. G. IX. p. II, 12. 

E e 3 rivulets 
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rivulets which fall into it, arc clothed with 
large trafts of fcMieft, whofc timber is floated 
down the ftrcam to St, Dcmetri and Roftof,. 
where the frigates for the Sea of Azof are 
chiefly conftrudted. The navigation of the 
Don may poflibly hereafter be rendered highly 
valtiable, by conveying to the Black Sea the 
iron of Siberia, the Chinefe goods, and the 
Perfian merchandize ; which latter commo-^ 
dities^ as well as the products of India, for- 
merly found their vriy into Europe through 
this fame channel ♦. 

Since the acquifition of Ruflian Lithuania, 
the cefliion of the diftridt between the Efon 
and the Dnieper, and the total difperfion of 
the Zaporogian CoflacSt the Dnieper, from 
its fource to its mouth, now flows through 
the Ruflian dominions; and through thi$ 
whole courfc, of above 800 miles, its navi- 
gation is only once interrupted by a feries 
of catarads -j-, which begin below the mouth 
of the Samara, and continue for a fpace of 
above 40 miles : they are not, however, fo 

♦ The iron of Siberia, and the merchandize of China, 
are fometimes ient by an iidand navigation to the Volga : 
the Perflan commodities are conveyed acrofs the Cafpiaa 
to the fame river j from thence they might be tranfported 
by a land-carriage of only 40 miles to the Don. 

t Muller has dcfcribed thefe cataraiSb. S, R. G. IV. 
p. 411, &c. 

dangerovs 



C* 5. COMMERCE OF THE BLACK SEA, 423 

dangerous as they have been reprefented ; for 
they may be paiTed in fpring, without much 
hazard, even by loaded barks. In other parts 
of the year the goods are landed at Kemenfk, 
oppofite the mouth of the Samara^ and tranf- 
ported about 40 miles by land to Kitchkafe, 
about fix miles from the fortrefs of Alexan-' 
drovlk, where they are again embarked, and 
defcend the flrcam without interruption . to 
Kherfon*. If the trade fliould increafe to 
a great degree ; the catarads might, at a con- 
fiderable expence, be rendered navigable at all 
Icafons of the year. 

IV. The progrefs hitherto made by the 
Ruffians to eftablifli an intercourfe betweea 
the ports of the Black Ses\, and thofe of the 
Mediterranean. 

The emprefs, in order to encourage her 
iubjed:s to engage in this branch of traffic^ 
has leflened the duties of import and export •f'^ 
and has contributed towards forming a Ruffian 
houie, or company, trading to the Black Sea. 
Soon after the peace of 1 774, four merchant- 
ihips, fitted out for this purpofe, failed from 
Peterfburgh, and not, as might have been 

♦ See MuUer. S. R. G. IX, p. 16; and Gulden- 
ftaedt. 

t See a lift of the duties of export and import, in Buf. 
fiift. Mag, XI. p. 373, 

E e 4 expedtedji 
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expefted, from the ports^ of the Black Sea ; 
tfiey were laden with iron, flax, hemp, hides, 
fail^cloth, and coarfe linen, at the ible expencc 
of the emprefs, who granted all the profits 
arifing from the fale of their cargoes to the 
laid houfe. This plan, however, was not at-* 
tended with the fuccefs it feemed to promife ; 
and its failure arofe from the jealoufy of 
the Turks, The ftiips were, under fpecious 
pretences, prevented from pafling the Dar- 
danelles j the cargoes were fold in the Levant 
and the Mediterranean ; and they returned 
to the Baltic without having cfFc(3:ed the main. 
Objedt of the voyage, Befptp the Ruffians 
could make any further attempts to open this 
channel of commerce, diflenfions took place 
between the emprefs and die grand fignior, 
Concerning the independency of the Crimea, 
and the free election of a khan j which threat- 
ened an immediate war^ and fufpended alj 
commercial exertions in regard to the Black 
5ea 5 until a new pacification wa^ concluded 
between the two rival powers, on the 2 1 ft of 
March i779t 

Since that period, befide leveral Greek 
veffds, which failed from the Sea of Azof 
and the Euxine under Ruffian colours, an4 
were allowed to pafs die Dardanelles; a 
P^uffian fhip, manned with fe^ni?n in the 

fervic? 
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fcrvice of goyecHment, and ladea with falted 
beef, taking Ju departure, in 1780, from 
Kherfop, for the port of Toulon, was allowed 
to pafs th* Dardanelles. Soon afterwards five 
others, freighted with iron, made fuccefsful 
voyages to the Archipelago; alfo four fmall 
veiTels, and a fifth of 40Q tons juft launched, 
laden with hemp and tobacco, were expedted 
to fail from JUierfon for France, in the month 
of November 178 j. 

Such, in 1 78 1, was the infant ftate of that 
commerce, which fome authors have defcri- 
bed as capable of producing an immediate 
revolution in the trade of Europe * ; and in 

this, 

* " Catharine 11. va done ouvrir wne ancienne route 
** du commerce^/? plus vajie ^ le plus ricbe^ qui {tfoitfait 
^ fur la terre, Ses ports, dans la mer d'Azow & fur I4 
^' mer Noire, peuvent deyenir le centre de tous Ics echanges 
" du nord & du midi ; & les provinces meridionales de 
" fon empire jouiront d'un debouche avahtageux & fecilc, 
^* dont elles ont manque jufqu'ici pour Tecoulement dc 
*^ leurs produftions. ' Effai fur le Cpm, de Rufl*. p. 109. 

" Concluons que, de quelque . maniere que la Ruflie 
^* exploite fon commerce de la mer Noire, foit par elle-- 
*^ meme, foit par le fecours des etrangers, fon avantage 
*^ le plus folide & le plus reel doit confifter dans un ecoule- 
^^ ment fecile & rapice de fes produ6tions meridionales^ 
'^ Ces produSions font les fuifs, les cires, les chanvres^ 
^* le lin, les cordages, les tabacs, le fer & le cuiyrc, L4 
*^ plus grande partie ne fera plus le tour de TEurope, pour 
(' parvenir en Efpagne, en Italie, & dans les ports de la 
^ Mcditerran^ej et le petit noml^r? des autres formera de 

^ pouveaiu^ 
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ihis, or in a ftill more flu<ftuating ftatc, it 
will probably continue, as lortg as the Turks 
retain the dominion of their own fcas. For 
thit jealous people will either openly oppofe, 

^ nouveaux objcts de debit pour ccs pays, qui n'ont pas eu 
*jufqa'ici Tufagc dc s'cn fournir, cotnme Ic fcr & le 
** cuivrc," p. 127. 

All thefc vaft projeiSs are in a manner annihilated by 
the following refledion: " Au refte, les befoins & les 
^ facultes d^une nation etant naturellement bornes, le gou- 
** vernement Ruffe devra mettre des limites a (es com- 
^ municattons par la mer Noire, afin qu'eUes ne prqu- 
** dicient point a celles de la Baltique. Ces deux commerces 
** doivent fe balancer, fe combiner fans fe nuire, & ils 
** doivent etre dirig^s de forte que la preeminence refte 
** toujours attachce au plus ancien," p. 127, ia8. 

Many perfons are of opinion, that the obftacles to the 
riling commerce of the Black Sea are by no means inju- 
rious to die interefts of Ruffia. For her commodities and 
produdions being articles of neceffity, not of luxury, no 
facility given to their exportation could add to their general 
confumption; and the increafe of exportation from the Black 
Sea would have diminifhed that from St* Pcterfburgh, and 
the other ports of the Baltic, and nearly in the fame propor- 
tion. By the facility/and cheapnefs of land-carriage, and 
the Improvements of the inland navigation, the produdUons' 
of the remotcft provinces are readily fent to the ports of 
the Baltic, without raifing their price too high. And a^ 
the goods which Ruflia produces are either peculiar to tiiis 
empire, or fuch as other nations muft purchafe, they cannot 
pafs through too many hands before they are exported : to 
dimirufti, therefore, by facilitating their exportation, the* 
price of fuch goods which flie already fells cheaper than other 
nations, would be to incur a manifeft lofs, and to gratify the 
foreign trader at her own experice. 

c . , - or 
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or at leaft will clandeftinely obftruft,' the 
progrefs of the Ruffians in thofe parts ; and 
will never readily give a free pacflage through 
the Dardanelles to a' powerful rival, though 
they confented to it in the humiliating peace 
of 1774. Perhaps thefe claims, urged on one 
iide, and evaded on the other, will engender 
perpetual diflenfions, and will not be finally 
terminated but by a feries of obftinate atnd 
bloody wars. Mean while the trade cannot 
for a confiderable period be ex ten five, which 
depends upon fuch cafual circumftances as the 
coalition and rupture of rival and neighbour- 
ing powers. , ' 
The courfe of fubfequent events can alone 
difcover, whether the pacification, figned on 
the 9th of January 1784, will be more per- 
manent than the former treaties ; or whether 
the fame caufes will not continue to produce 
the fame effefts. In a word, the Ruffian com- 
merce in thofe parts can fcarcely be eftablifhed 
Upon a firm bafis, until the emprefs acquires 
a fleet in the Black Sea fuperior to that of her 
rival. And perhaps the completion of this 
great national objedt may be efiedted by .the 
late acquifition of Crim Tartary and the Ku- 
ban, rendered highly valuable by an addi- 
tional extent of fea-coaft, and the important 
harbour of Caflfa. - 

GHAP. 
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C H A P. VI. 

Mines of Ruffia belonging to the crown ana to 
individuals. — Gold and JUver^ — Copper and 
iron^ — Average profits which government 
draws from the mines ^ founderiesy and duties 
upon copper and iron. 

THE mines of the Ruffian empire may 
be divided into, L Thoie which be- 
long to the crown; and, IL Thofe whicK 
are the property of individuals. 

I. The former oomprize ill the gold and 
filvcr, and a few copper and iron works. 

I . The gold and filver mines are as follow. 
The moft ancient gold mine in the Ruffian 
empire is that of Voetlk, near Olonetz, be- 
tween the lake Onega and the White Sea. 
Its chief produce is a violet pyritical copper 
ore, mixed with quartz, and containing rich 
pieces of gold, but not in fufficient quantity 
to defray its charges. . From 1744 to 1776, 
this mine yielded only ^j pounds of gold, 
and about 9,000 pood * of copper ; and as 
the expences amounted to ;^, 16,000 more 

♦ A pood = 40 Ruffian or 36 Englifc pounds. The 

pound ufed in this chapter is the RuflSan, which is to the 

Englilh as 9 to 10. 

^ 8 than 
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than tkt profits^ it was negleded until.i/ya* 
when it was again worked. Since that time 
it has furniihed annually about 25a poods 
of copper, and about two or three pounds of 
Ijdid-duft which is walhed from the mine ^ 
befide accidental pieces that have been found 
and fent to Peteriburgh as . fpecimens, and 
which may amount to five or fix pounds more 

2. The next gold mines difcovercd in the 
empire were thofe near Catharinenburgh : the 
ore is very naartiaU commonly of a cubic 
form in a quartz matrix ; and the gold iscx- 
tradfced by wafhing^ The, annual produce of 
pure gold never . exceeded 200 pounds,, and 
was cortimonly much kfs: in 1772 it was 
only 10 1 pounds. 

3. The moft important filvcr mines arc 
thofe of Koljrvan, between the rivers Oby 
and Irtifh, hear the mountains which form 
the frontiers of Siberia, and feparate that coun- 
try from the Chjnefe empire, or rather from 
the territory of the Calmucs dependent upoti 
the Chinefe. Thcfe mines were firil dif- 
covered in 1728, by Akinfi Nikitich Demidof j 
and were for fbme years worked by him, for 
ius own private emolument, as copper mines^ 
It is fufpedled, that he privately extrafted the 
nobler metals, but prudently concealed the 
fccret until 1 774 ; when, in order to prevent 

Its 
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its being divulged by other means, he ihade 
the difcovery to the emprefs Elizabeth, who 
appropriated them to the crown ♦. Thefe 
mines, iituated near Vofkrefenlk, and in the 
Smeyefkaia Gora, or Mountain of Serpents, 
arc known by the general appellation of Ko- 
lyvan, from a village of that name tipon the 
jivulet Bielaia, in the diftridt of Kufnetz, 
where the ore was formerly fmelted. But 
as the adjacent country is fcantily provided 
with wood, new founderies hive been con- 
fbru&ed at Barnaul, Novopauloffk, and Su- 
funik, to the north eaft of Kolyvan, in a dif- 
trid: abounding with trees ^f*. 

Thefe mines, which may juftly be ilyled 
rfie Potofi of the Ruffians, have produced 
from 1749 to 1762 from 8,000 to 16,000 
pounds of filver; from 1763 to 1769 from 
io,ooo to 32,000 ; and fince that period to 
1778 from 40,000 to 48,000. The filver 
contains upwards of three per cent, of gold j 
the feparation of which is made in the im* 
perial laboratory within the fortrefs of Peterf- 
burgh. The whole produce ever extracted 
from the mines amounted, in 177 1, to 400,000 
pounds of filver, with 12,720 of gold; and 

• Pallas Reife, P. 11. p. 582. 
t Ibid. p. 579. 

£ncp 



fince 1 77 1 we may calculate the annual pro- 
duce at above 44,000 of lilver> and about 
laooofgold. 

The mines and founderies of Koly van cm- 
ploy nearly 40,000 colonifts ; befide the pea- 
fants in the diftridts of Tomik and Kufnetz„ 
who, in lieu 6f paying the poll-tax in moxiey, 
cut wood, make charcoal, and tranfport the 
ore to the founderies. The expences, which 
were formerly fupplied from the treafury, and 
pf courfe confiderably diminished the profit^, 
have^ fince the year 1765, been abiblutely 
annihilated; apd the whole produce of the 
mines in gold and filver is dear profit. In 
the fame year a mint was eftablifhed at the 
foundery of Sufunfk, for the coinage of the 
copper fupplied £rom the. mines of Koljrvan,. 
the greateft part of which had been hitherto 
of no ufe. Pieces of one, two, five, and ten 
Copecs *, are ftruck and^ difperfed over Si- 
beria. Of this currency, the fum of jT. 50,000 
is annually coined, which is fufficient for re- 
imburfing the poll-tax; paying the miners; 
tranfporting the ore; purchafing the lead 
which muft be brought from Nerfhinlk ; and 
defraying the expence of fending the gold and 
filver as far as ToboTfk. The filver which 
is fmelted in the above-mentioned founderies, 

* A fmaU coin nearly equal to ^d* 
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■s. 

is conveyed upon large fledges twice in the 
year : the firft convoy fets off. in the begins 
ning of the winter, and reaches Peterfborgh 
a little after Chriftmas ; the fecond in the 
middle of winter, and arrives there towards 
fpring. 

4. The filver mines of Ncrfliinfk, .which 
were opened in 1 704, arc fitaated in Dauria, 
the fouth eaftermoft part of Siberia, between 
the rivers Shilka and Argoon, and are very 
numerous. Their produce from their firft 
opening to the year 1772 is as follows * ; 

Pounds* of filver. 



torn 1704:0 1721 


4.732 


* 


1721 to 1731 


. 1,498 


+ 


1731 to 1741 


1.333 




1741 to 1751 


- " 15.657 


' ■ 


J751 to 1761 


- 43.631 




I76I to I77I : 


- 126,247 




I77I 


- 16,733 




1772 


n 16,200, vvhich contained 200 






of gold. 


• 






m6,03i 


* 



In 1767, they yielded 17,400 pounds; but 

the annual average produce may be cftimated 
at 16,000. The nlver contains, in 40,000 

-pounds, nearly 500 of gold, which is feparated 

at Peterfburgh. The ores being generally very 

rich in lead, and extremely poor in lilver, 

• Buf. Erd — BeT. Vol. I. p. 1126. 

the 
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the latter is cafily extfadled. Many millions 
of poods of lead remain ufelefs upon the ipof> 
6nly about 14 of 1^,000 being annually re- 
quired for the feparation of th^ filver from 
the copper at the founderies of Kolyvan ; thte 
carriage into the inner parts of the empirft 
being too expenfive; and the export to ChinU 
being prohibited. The number of men em- 
ployed in thefe mines and founderies are about 
1900 free colonifts, between 1000 and 1800 
convidls, and 11,000 Ruffian peafanfs of the 
diftri(ft of Nerfliinfk: 6000 of thefe latter 
are employed in cutting and carrying wood, 
making and tranfporting charcoal ; while the 
reft, who live at Ibme diftance from the mines, 
cultivate a certain portion of ground, and 
bring in winter the produce to the magazines 
of the founderies. The annual eipences iriay 
generally be rated at jT- 14*800. 

5. Some mines yielding filter hive beei$ 
lately difcovered in the diftri<5t of Kraffloyarik 
near the Lena, between the rivers Ykis and 
Yenifei. 

The gold of Catharinenburgh i^ obtaifted 
at the rate of 40 guineas p^r pound ; a^ as 
when coined it produces £-6^* 5 J*, tbt pto^ 
is not very confiderable. The filter dnd:'gOld'' 
from Kolyran i« procured without itif ejf-' 
pence, as I have before menfioncdv A j>ouftd 

VoL.IIL Ff of 
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of filvcr from Ncrfliinfk is faid to coft bc^ 
twccn i6s. and ^C- ^^ ^^^ ^^ ^^ fame quan-^ 
tity of this metal, when coined, is equal to 
22 roubles 75 copees and f, or = about 
j^» 4. I o /. { i/. the profit is great. The gold ex* 
tra(fted from this filver is obtained for jT. 1 1 . 8 /. 
per pound. 

6. The crown poflefles at prefent but very 
few copper and iron works. 

The iron works in the north part of the 
diftri<5t 6f Olonetz produce annually between 
8 or 10,000 poods of caft iron for guns, 
bombs, and balls ; and 15,000 of indifferent 
iron in bars and plates. Thofe of the Ura- 
lian mountains employ above 1700 workmen, 
and 26,800 peafants; and yielded^ in 1772, 
423,987 poods of iron in bars and plates, 
which were chiefly ufed for the army and 
navy : that of Kamenflc gave in the fame year 
93,000 pdbds of iron, which were forged into 
guns, and 8172 into bars. 

Four copper founderies on the weft fide of 
the Uralian mountains, in the government of 
Orehburgh, and three in Permia, produced,, 
in 1772, only 13,868 poods of copper. At 
Catharinenburgh the crown has eilablifhed 
a mint for coining the copper procured from 
the imperial and private founderies into that 
i5>ccics of money which is current throughout 

Ruflia^' 



Ruffia) and which is tranfported by water* 
to Mofcow, Peterfburgh, and other parts. 

IL Private mines and founderies come next 
under confideration* The greateft part of thofe 
mines, that fupply fuch an immenfe quantity 
of iron and copper, are moftly fituated in thd 
Uralian mountains, and the hills ftretching 
from them ; a few in the government of Mof*- 
cow excepted, whofe produce is but fmalL 

The Uraliafi mountains contain 105 fouh- 
deries, 56 of which are for iron, 37 for cop* 
per, and the remainder for both metals. The 
peafants, part of whom belong to the. pro- 
prietors, aiid part to the crown, employed in 
the mines and founderies, amount to 95,000, 
In 1772* thefe works yielded 130,169 poods 
of copper, and 4^55 8,7 18 of caft iron. The 
duty paid to the crown from the private pro- 
prietors is 4 copecs, or nearly 2^. for every 
pood of cafl iron, befide 5 copecs upon every 
pood for exportation. With refpe<ft to the 
copper, the proprietors are obliged to fell 
three quarters of the whole produce of the 
mines to the crown at Catharinenburgh, at 

\ 

« 

♦ We muft take this yeai- as the average ftandard, as 
being previous to the rebellion of Pugatdhef, who defttoyed 
fever a! of the founderies 5 but moft of them haVe been fince 
re'eftabliihed* 

Ff2 die 
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the low rate of jT.j. 2s. per pood*. The re- 
mainder they either fell to the crown at the 
iame place, at ^. i . 1 4 j. per pood 5 at Mofcow> 
for £. 2. ^s.l or at Peterfburgh, for ^. 2. 4J-. 

At Catharinenburgh copper money to the 
value of j(^. 400,000 is annually coined* The 
crown receives a pood of this metal, upon an 
average, at jT. i, zs. 6d. $ and iflucs it whca 
ftruck at j(^. 3» j^s. 

From thefe data government appears to gain 
annually from the mines, and duties upon iron, 
as follows : 

Gain upon the copper coinage at Ca- 
tharinenburgh — — jC'^S7>6^5 ^ 

44,000 pounds of filver, and 1,200 of 
gold, the annual produce from the 
mines of Kolyvan, when coined, 
yield — _ — — 282,164 4 

16,320 pounds of filver, and 160 of 
gold, from the mines jof Nerfhinfk 7i>i94 ^ 

Government iron works — 32,529 16 

Duty on 4,558,7 1 8 poods of call iron. ^^469 5 

^.679,982 13 

The iron and copper are tranfported by 
means of the Kofva, Tchuflbvaja, Bielaya, 

* By an edift of the emprefs, dated July i, 1780, the 
proprietors, ii^ead of felling three quarters of the copper 
to the crown at ^» i; 2 j. per pood, are now only obliged 
to difpofe of half at that price ; this uew regulation muft 
have fomewhat reduced the profits of the copper coinage. 
See Joum. St. Pet* for 1780, p. 53.. 

and 
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and Kama, into the Volga : .fome of the veflels 
defcend that river, in order to fupply with 
iron the provinces iitualed along its banks ; 
but far the greateft numbers ?ire towjed up the 
"ftream to Nifhnei-Novogorod, and Tver, and 
through the canal of Vifhnei- Volofhok to Pe- 
terfburgh. The veflels, which fet out imme- 
diately upon the breaking of the froft in fpring, 
commonly perform this naviga/tion before the 
end of autumn ; but they fometimes are^obliged 
to winter by the way. 



F f 3 CHAP. 
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CHAP, VII. 

X^efcription of the canal g/'Vifhnei-Volofhok, 
which unites the Cafpian and the Baltic— r 
Canal of Ladoga, — ProJeSf of uniting tb^ 
Don and the Volga, 

THERE is no kingdom, perhaps, on 
the globe wherein the inland naviga- 
tion is^ carried through fuch an extent of coun- 
try as in Ruflia 5 for it is poflible to convey 
goods by water 4472 miles from the frontiers 
of China to Pcteriburgh, with an interruption 
only of about 60 miles * ; and from Aftracan 
to the lame capital through a tradl of 1*434 
iniles, without once landing them. 

The water communication between Aftra- 
can and Peterfburgh, or between the Cafpian 

. ♦ Having in a former publication (Ruffian Difcoveries, 
p. 205.) given a fliort (ketch of the inland navigation from 
Tobolflcto the frontiers of China, I fliall not repeat it here; 
but fhall ftate, in a few words, that frpm Tobolfk to the 
Vdga. At Tobolfk the barks afcend the Tobol, the Tura, 
^d the Tigil, which rifes in the mountains fep^urating Si-» 
])eria from Europe: from the Tigil the merchandize is 
franfpo^ted acrofs a neck of land of about 551 miles to the 
Tchuffovaia: there the merchants re-cmbark the goods, 
defcend the Tchuffovaia into the Kama, to its junftion witl^ 
0)C Vplgja a little above Cafan, 

,8 . . ancl 
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"and the Baltic, is formed by means of the 
celebrated canal of Vifhnfei- Volofhok ; which 
I examined upon the fpot ; and a defcription 
of which I referved for the prefent occafion. 

This great work, begun and completed 
under the reign of Peter the Great, has been 
fo confiderably improved by order of the pre^- 
fent emprefs, that veflels now reach Peterf-* 
burgh in lefs than half the time which they 
formerly employed* 

By examining a map of Ruffia, we find 
that the Tvertza joins the Volga at Tver; 
that the Shlina forms the lake Maftino, which 
gives rife to the Mafta ; that the latter falls, 
after a courfe of about 234 miles, into the 
lake Hmen, from which iffues the river Volkof, 
and runs 130 miles to the lake Ladoga, which 
fiipplies the Neva: fo that, in eiFeft, the 
Shlina, the Mafta, thq Volkof, and the Neva, 
may be confidered as the fame river, flowing 
into and through different lakes, and only 
changing its name at. various intervals. By 
uniting, therefore, the Shlina which com- 
municates with the Baltic, with the Tvertza 
which flows by the Volga into the Cafpian, 
is formed the jundion of thofe two feasl This 
junftion is made by the canal of Viflinei- 
Volofhok j where the Shlina is united to the 
Tvertza by the following canals and rivulets, 

Ff4 for 
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for the relative fituation of which I fhall re- 
fer to the figures in the annexed plan. 

Clofe to Vifhnei-Volofhok, the Shlina is 
formed by the confluence of the two rivulets 
Shlina and Zna : near the latter are the fources 
of the Tvertza. In order to join the Tvertza 
and the Zna, the following works were made 
under Peter the Great. 

I . Near the village of Klutfhina a cut was 
dug to the fmall lake of the fame name;, a 
fecond to the lake of Gorodolub ; and a third 
from thence to the Zna. 2. At the fame 
village, juft below the firft cut, a lock of 
four gates was conftrudted acrofs the Shlina, 
ki order to flop the courfe of that rivulet ; 
and, by means of the faid cuts and lakes, to 
convey water to the Zna above Vi(hnei-Vo- 
lofhok. 3. But to keep this fupply of water 
in refcrve, and to let as much in to the town 
as is judged neceifary, a great lock of i^v^xs. 
gates was built acrofs the Zna below the third 
cut. 4. The Zn^ and the Tvertza were united 
by a canal, beginning from the fources of the 
latter ;; and at the end of the canal a lock was 
made. 5 . The natural courfe of the Zna was 
fliut up by two locks in the town (at a and ^), 
one of which may alfo ferve for a pafTage- 
6 . A canal w^s dug from the Zna to the Shlina, 
at the end of jvhich is the lock <rf the Zna. 

The 
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The feveral canals are fupplied with w^ter, 
and the veflels arc navigated from the Tvertza 
into the canal of the Zna, by the following 
operation of the locks. 

The locks of Klutfluna, thofe of a and i 
in the town, and that of the Zna being ihut, 
the lock of the Tvertza is opened ; the waters 
of the Zna and Shlina are conveyed through 
the canal of the Tvertza into that river ; and 
the barks pafs into the Zna at Viflinei-Vdo- 
ihok. When a fufficient number have been 
admitted, the lock of the Tvertza is fhut; and 
the waters being raifed to a certain level (which 
feldom takes more than two or three days), 
by mieans of the lock of feven gates, that of 
the Zna is opened 3 and the barks arc gradu- 
ally let down a finall fall, to the number of 
about twenty in an hour. At night the lock 
is fhut;. If on the following day there is firf"- 
ficient depth, the barks continue defccnding 
Arough the lock of the Zna ; or, if not, th^ 
muft remain for a day or two, until there is 
a fufficient body of water collefted. Having 
by thefe means 9M pafTed into the Shlina, diey 
proceed, without inta"ruption, through the 
lake Maftino to the beginning of the Mafta ; 
where a lock has been lately conftrudlcd, 
which holds the waters of this lake in rcferve* 
By this referyoir the navigation is fo greatly 

facilitated j 
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fecaitated ; that the lock of tjie Zna being 
ihut, and that of the Tvertza open, the latter 
river, which v/^s formerly almoft dry during 
fcveral v^ecks, is now generally navigable, 
even in the midA of fummer, within two days 
after the paiTage of the barks: in fpring, the 
fupply of water, from the melting of the fnows, 
is fo confiderable, that the locks both of the 
Tvertza and of the Zna are open at the fame 
time. 

With refpe(3: to the navigation of the 
Mafta ; feveral rivulets falling into it are con-^ 
fined by locks, which being opened fucceflively 
as the barks are paffing, fill the river, and 
render the ihallows navigable; and, being 
again clofed, hold perpetual refervoirs of water 
for the fame purpofe : this operation is per- 
formed five or fix times in the fummer. By 
feme other works lately conftrufted, a con- 
fiderable addition of water has been obtained t 
and it is expedted, that the Tvertza will be- 
come always navigable, and that the lock oi^ 
the Mafta will only be fhut for a fhort time. 

The boats employed on this occafioa are 
towed by ten horfes up the Tvertza to Vifhnei- 
Volofhok, between ten and twelve miles a 
day ; * from which place they are rowed as j 

far as Novogorod. Each bark is provided 
with at leaft ten men ; thofc which are lad^a 

with 
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with hemp require twenty-two. At Nofhino 
and Baflatino they change pilots, and take in 
ten additional men to pafs the upper and 
fmali catarads. At Apezenlkoi Radok, which 
ftands at the head of the great cataracts, they 
procure another pilot and two affiftants; 
and, on account of the rapidity of the cur^ 
rent, increafc their complement generally to 
fixty men. The fall of the river is 122I. yards 
perpendicular in twenty miles ; and the ftream 
is fo violent, that the boats not unfrequently 
ihoot along this fpace within the hour : but 
they are fometim?s daflied againft the rocks, 
or overfet by accident ; in the year 1778 above 
thirty were loft. From the foot of the great 
cataracts, the pilot of Viihnei-Volofliok fleers 
the bark 120 miles further down feveral ihoals, 
which however have lately been confiderably 
reduced, and almoft levelled. In fpring the 
veflels can be allowed to draw 2^ feet water ; 
in fummer only 26 inches. In autumn the 
navigation from Vifhnei-Volofliok to Peterf- 
burgh is performed in little more than a 
month; in fummer in three weeks; and in 
fpring only a fortnight is required. In the 
year 1777, 3485 barks palTed through the ca^ 
nal. The vefTels being fteered down the Mafta, 
acrofs the lake Ilmen to Novogorod, defcend 
fho Volkof ; and enter the Ladoga canal, a 

plan 
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plan of which- is annexed to that of Vifhnei- 
Volofhok. This canal was begun in 171 8, 
by order of Peter I. ; and was finished during 
the reign of the empreis Anne : it was car- 
ried at iirft only as far as the finall village of 
JCabona, to a rivulet of the fame name, which 
fells into the lake to the eaft of Schluffelburgh ; 
but now reaches, without interruption, from 
the Volkof to the Neva. Its length is 67 
miles and an half; and its breadth 70 k<tt. 
Its mean depth of water in fummer is feven, 
ajid in fpring ten feet. It is fupplied by the 
Volkof and eight rivulets ; the latter, being 
received into refervoirs, are admitted into the 
canal by means of flood-gates ; and the fuper- 
iluous water is difcharged through an equal 
jiumber of openings on the oppofite iide. The 
harks enter through the jQuices of the Volkof, 
and go out through thofc of SchlufTelburgh. 
In 1778, 4927 veflels pafled through the ca- 
nal of Ladoga. 

A fcheme has been lately projefted, to 
form a water communication between the La- 
doga and Bielo Ozero to the Duna ; in or- 
der to unite the White Sea and the Baltic^ 
and to improve the inland commerce between 
Archangel and Peteriburgh. The only part 
of tfiis plan yet iinilhed is a fhort cut of about 
i^tiL miles from the Volkof to the &jas. 

The 
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The grand projeft of uniting the Cafpiari 
and the Baltic with the Black Sea, by the, 
jundion of the Don and the Volga, was plan- 
ned by Peter the Great. Thefe two rivers 
approach each other within the diftance of 
40 miles in the province of Aftracan ; and the 
two rivulets-, Ilofk and Cama£hinika, the for- 
mer whereof falls into the Don, and the lat-^ 
ter into the Volga, are only iepafated by art 
interval of about five mile§. Could thefe two 
rivulets be made navigable, and united by a 
canal ; the Black Sea would be joined with 
the Cafpian and the Baltic. With this vievr 
Peter I. fent Perry *, an Engliih engineer, to 
the fpot : the canal was begun under his in- 
fpeftion, and a cut was aftually made the 
length of a mile and an half; but the fcheme 
was dropped, from an idea that it was not 
prad:icable. Being revived, however, by the 
prefent emprefs, profeflbr Lovitz was en- 
trufted with the execution of it. Having 
taken a level of the ground between the Ilofla 
and the Camafhinika, he traced out the ca- 
nal ; apd was preparing to begin the work ; 
when, in 1774, he was wantonly murdered 
by the impoftor Pugatchef. According to the 
plan of Lovitz, the dire<3; diftance between 

* See Perry's State of Ruffia. 

2 the 
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the two rivulets is only five miles ; but tlie 
great difficulty would confift in deepening 
their beds, and procuring a fupply of wa- 
ter Efficient to render them navigable. The 
Don, however, being only 40 miles from the 
Volga, and land-carriage in this country be- 
ing extremely cheap and eafyj it is imagined 
that the advantages refulting from the pro- 
jedted canal would be fcarcely equivalent to 
the expence of forming it. 
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CHAP. VIII. 

Divine Jervice in the Sclavonian and Greek 
tongue performed by the archbijhop g/^ Mot- 
cow. — Blejfing of the waters, — Public feajl 
given to the populace. — Its melancholy con-^ 
clufion. — Defer iption of the vapour -baths. --^ 
Departure from Peterfburgh. — journey 
through Ruffian Finland. — S ledges. ^^Mode 
cf travelling. — Wiburgh. — Frederickfham. 

THE reader, in the firft part of the prelent 
chapter, will meet with accounts of va- 
rious ceremonies and national cuftoms, which 
will follow each other in an unconnefted detail^ 
but which were too curious to be omitted. 

During our ftay at Peterfburgh, one Sunday 
morning, about nin.e o'clock, we, in company 
with Sir James Harris, had the honour of at- 
tending prince Potemkin to the archbifhop of 
Mofcow; in order to be prefent at a Scla- 
vonian and Greek fervice. This learned pre- 
late, whpfe name is Plato, received us. with 
great politenefs ; and, at the clofe of- a fhort 
converfation, conducted us into the church/ 
Upon his entrance the chorifters begipji, % 

iort 
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fhort hymn *, which they finiflied as he ap- 
proached the fhrine : having then faid a fhort 
prayer, he placed himfclf upon a> raifed feat in 
the middle of the church -f- ^ and taking off 
his mandyas, or common garment, the at- 
tendant pricfts kiiTed his hand, v^hile th^ de- 
livered to him the different parts of the coftly 
pontifical veftments, which, in receiving, he 
raifed tti his lips J, before he iflvefled him- 
fclf with them : he alfo placed on his head a 
crown richly ornamented with pearls and pre* 
cious flones. We were informed, that this 
drefs is fimilar to the imperial robe that was 
formerly worn by the Greek emperors of 
Conitantinople, and which they permitted the 
fopreme dignitaries of the church to put on 
at the time of divine fervice ; and the fame 
attire flill continues to diflinguifh the hierar- 
chy of the Greek church eflablifhed in Ruffia 
from the lower orders. The archbifhop be-* 
ing robed, repaired to the fhrine v^rithin the 
great folding-doors j and fbon afterwards be- 

* *' The Lord's name is praifed from the fifing up of 
^ the fim, to the going down of the fame." Pfalm cxiii. 3. 

t The biJbops alone have the privilege of robing them-^ 
felve^ in the middle of the church : the common priefts 
put on their ecclefiaftical veftments in the fhrine. 

i In order to Icifs the crofs, which is embroidered upon 
each pai 1 6f the dfefs. 

gan 
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gan the celebration of divine worfhip. Part 
of the icrvice was performed in the Sclavonian 
tongue by the different priefts, and part by 
the archbifhop in the Greek language, which 
he pronounced according to the accent of the 
modern Greeks. In conformity to the rules 
of the church, no organ, or any other mufical 
inftrument, was introduced; but the vocal 
harmony, which confiiled in hymns, was ex- 
ceedingly pleafing. Lighted tapers and in- 
cenfe feemed no lefs effential parts of their 
worihip than among the Roman Catholics. 
Towards the conclufion of the prayers, the 
archbifliop and clergy retired into the fhrine, to 
receive the communion. The folding-doors 
wore, immediately fhut, and none of the laity * 
at that time partook of this rite ; but we, as 
ftrangers, were allowed to view what paffed 
through a fide-door that had been left open 
for that purpofe. The communicants ftood 
during the ceremony ; and the wine was, ac- 
cording to ufual cuftom, mixed with warm 
water, the bread, which was cut into fmall 
pieces^ was put into the wine ; and the ele- 
ments of both kinds were given at the fame, 
time in a fpoon. 

♦ The laity generally receive the fecrament once of 
twice in the year. . , 

. Vol. Ill, G g The 
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The whole fervice lafted about an hour : 
the archbifhop, having pronounced the final 
bcncdidion, again fcatcd himfelf in the middle 
of the church ; divefted himfelf of his ponti- 
fical garments ; and clothed himfelf in his 
common robe» We thfen followed him to hisf 
houfe ; where we found a hreakfaft^ confin- 
ing of an eel-pye, a fterlet, red and pickled 
herrings, and various forts of liqueurs and 
wines. After enjoying for fome time the in-^ 
telligent and entertaining conversation of the 
archbifhop, who fpoke fluently the French 
tongue, we made our acknowledgments^ and 
retired. 

Before our departure from, the metropolis, we 
had an opportunity of being prefent at another 
religious rite of a more public nature, die Blef- 
fing of the Waters ^ which was performed on 
the 6th of January, O. S. January 17th, N. S. 
though not with its antient pomp and magni- 
ficence. This ceremony ufed to be held upon 
Ae Neva > upon which occafion the fovereign 
attended in perfon upon the ice^ and all the 
regiments of guards were drawn out in great 
folemnity. Its pomp, though ilill fplendid^ 
is now much diminifhed. I fhall here de- 
fcribe the principal circumftances which fell 
under my obfervation* 
. . Upon 
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Ujpon the frozen furface of a fmall canal^ 
between the admiralty and the pakce^ was 
crefted an o(9agon pavilion of wood, painted 
green, ^nd ornamented with boughs of $r : it 
was open at the fides, and crowned by a 
dome, fupported by eight pillars* On th^ 
top was the figure of St. John with the crofs^ 
and four paintings, reprefcnting fome of the 
miracles of our Saviour : in the infide a carve4 
image of the Holy Spirit, under the emblem 
of a dove, was fufpended, as is ufual in thd 
iandtuaries of the Greek churches. The floor 
of this edifice was carpeted, excepting a fquare 
vacancy in the middle, in which an opening 
was cut in the ice, arid a ladder let down intq 
the water. The pavilion was enclofed by pa- 
lifadoes, adorned with boughs of fir, and the 
intermediate fpace alfo covered with carpets* 
From one of the windows of the palace ^ 
ibafiTolding was eredted, orn^ented with red 
cloth, which reached to tlje e|;tremity of thg 
canaL At the time appoipted^ the empfel^ 
appeared at the window of the palace ; and 
the archbifliop, who was to perform the bene- 
diftion, paflfed at the head of a numerous pro- 
cefiSion along the fcaffolding into the odagon, 
round which were dr^wn up a few foldiiBCf of 
each regiment quartered at Peterftmr^ : after 

Gg 2 having 
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having pronounced a few prayers*, he de- 
fccnded the ladder ; plunged a crofs into the 
water ; and then fprinkled the colours of each 
regiment. At the conclt^on of this cere- 
mony, the archbifhop retired ; and the people 
ruflied in crowds into the oftagon -f* ; drank 
with eagernefs the water ; fprinkled it upon 
their clothes ; and carried fome of it away for 
the purpofe of purifying their houfes. 

On the 6th of December we were witnefs 
to a very fingular entertainment given to the 
public by a Ruffian, who had acquired a large 
fortune by farming, during four yeaFS only, 
the right of vending fpirituous liquors . Upon 
furrendering his contract, he gave, as a proof 
of his gratitude to the lower clafs of people, 
by whom he had enriched himfelf, a feafl near 
the garden of the fummer-palace, which was 
announced by hand-bills diftributed through- 
out the city. As ftrangers, dcfirous of ob- 
ferving the national manners, we did not fail to 
be prefent at this caroufal, which commenced 

. * The reader will find the ceremonies and prayers ufed 
on this occafion in Dr. King's Rites of the Greek Church, 

p. 386. 

t I was informed diat fome ofthe populace plunged into 
the water ; and that others dipped their children into it ^ 
but as I was not myfelf witnefc to thefe circumftances, I 
f annot youch for their truth. * 

- ^ at 
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at two o'clock in the afternoon. Upon our firft 
arrival, we examined the preparations. A large 
femicircular table was covered with all kinds 
of provifion, piled in different fhapes, and in 
the greateft profufion : Large dices of bread 
and caviare, dried fturgeon, carp, and other 
filh, were ranged to a great height, in the 
form of pent-houfes and pyramids, and gar- 
nifhed with craw-fifh, onions, and pickles. 
In different parts of the grounds were rows of 
cafks full of fpirituous liquors, and ftill larger 
veflels of wine, beer, and quafs. Among the 
decorations t obferved the reprefentation of 
an immenfe whale in paftcboard, covered with 
cloth and gold and filver brocade, and filled 
in the infide with bread, dried fifh, and other 
jprovifions. 

All forts of games and diverfions were ex- 
hibited for the amufement of the populace. 
At the extremity of the grounds was a large 
fquare of ice well fwept for the fcaters ; near 
which were two machines like the fwinging 
vehicles at Bartholomew Fair. One of thefe 
machines confifted of two crofs -beams fixed 
horizontally to a pole in the center by means 
of a pivot : from the ends of the beams hung 
four fledges, in which the people feated thcm- 

G g 3 felves, 
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fclvcs, and were turned round with gital ve-. 
locity } the other had four woodeh hot fes fuf- 
ppnded frpm the beams, and the rickrs were 
whirled round in the like mannei: as theit 
rivals in the fledges* Beyond thefe Wfere two 
ice-hills, fiiiiilar to thofe which I havie dc- 
fcribed on a former occafion *, and ^r tite 
fam? diverfion. Two polesj^ above twenty 
feet in height, were alfp eredted, with colour? 
flying ; and at the top of eafch Wa« placed a 
piece of money, as a prize for thofe who could 
fwarm up and feize it, The pole?, being 
rubbed with pil, foon froze in this fevei^ 
climate : many and tedious were the atteiUpls 
of the various competitors in this flij^pery 
afcent to fame. The fcene was lively and gay ; 
for above 40,000 perfons of both fexes wei^ 
aflembled on the occafion. Haying thus far 
fatisfied our curiofity, we found out Wiy, ticft 
without great difficulty, through the crowd 
to .a pavilion in the gar-den ; wher^ the tmA» 
of the feaft and feveral of the nobility werfe 
affembled ; altid wprc regaled with a cpld Cbir 
lation, and various forts of wine. 

It had been preconcerted, that, upon the; 
firing of a rpcket, the people w^re to diiiA 4t 

f Sec Vol. n. Book IV. Chap. IIL 
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^fs of fpirituous liquor • and, upon the dif- 
charge of a fecond, to begin the repaft. But 
the impatience of the populace anticipated the 
neceility of the fibcond fignal ; and the whole 
multitude was foon and at once in 'motion* 
The whale was the chief object of conten- 
tion : within the fpace of a few minutes he 
was entirely divefted of his gaudy trappings, 
which became the fpoils of his fuccefeful 
invaders. They had no fooner flead oiF his 
-drapery, and fecured the fragments of rich 
brocade ; than they rent him into a thousand 
pieces, in order to feize the pnovifions with 
which his infide was ftored^. The remaining 
people, who were too numerous to be all en^ 
gaged in contending about the whale, were 
employed in uncovering the pent-houfes, and 
pulling down the pyramids ; in conveying 
with one hand provender to their mouths, and 
with the other to their pockets. Others 
crowded round the <:afk$ and hogflinsads ; and 
with great wooden ladles lapped inceflantly 
wine, beer, aiui fpirits. The confufion and 
riot, which foon fucceeded, is better conceived 
.than defcribed ^ and we thought it expedient 
•to retire. The evening was clofed with a fu- 
perb illumination of the gardens, ^nd magni- 
ficent fire-works. 

G g 4 But 
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But the confcqucwccs of this feaft were in- 
deed dreadful. The cold had fuddenly in- 
crcafed with fuch violence, that Fahrenheit's 
thermometer, which at mid-day flood only 
at 4, funk towards the clofe of the evening 
to 15 below freezing point; confequently 
many intoxicated perfons were frozen to death ; 
not a few fell a facrifice to drunken quarrels ; 
and others were robbed and murdered in the 
more retired parts of the city, as they were 
returning late to their homes. From a com- 
parifonof the various reports, we had reafon 
to conclude, that at leafl 400 perfons loft 
their lives upon this melancholy occaiion. 

The Ruffian baths have been defcribed l^ 
every traveller who has given to the publip 
any relation of this country. Inftead of tran- 
fcribing from the accounts of others, I fhall 
relate what fell under my own immediate no- 
tice. 

In one of the Ruffian villages we entered a 
bathing-houfe, and examined it with as much 
attention a§ the extreme heat would permit* It 
was a wooden building of one room, with fmall 
windows like thofe of the common cottages. 
Within an old wpman was employed in pre- 
paring the bath ; and as the violent fmoke and 

heat rendered it fcarcely poffible fyr us to ftay 

• 
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in the room for the fpace 6f a minute, we 
took our ftatldn at the door, and obferved the 
procefs. She firft made a fire under an arch 
of large granite ftones about fdur feet in 
height ; and when they Were fufiiciently heat- 
ed, fhe fprinkled them at different intervals 
with water, which immediately flew off in 
vapour^ She then took from the fire, by 
means of two flicks, feveral fmall red-hot 
pebbles, and put them into pails and troughs 
of water, which afcquired thereby different de- 
grees of warmth. In about half an hour rfiree 
men entered the bath ; and, taking off their 
clothes, remained within, while the old wo- 
man continued to throw water upon the arch 
of ftones, which heated the room to a pro- 
digious degree. They than lay down upon a 
fort of table; and, having lathered their bodies 
with foap, fhe rubbed them lightly with a 
bundle of twigs in full foliage. On account 
of the exceflive heat, we were driven from the 
door; and fpoi^ afterwards the men, having 
their bodies quite fufFufed with a deep crirafon 
from the effeds of the vapour, rufhed out, 
and inftantly plunged themfelves into the 
fiver. 
Another bath which we entered near the 

convent 
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convent of Yurief at Novogorod, betng larger 
and more commodious^ we were able to re* 
main for fome time fpe&ators of the whole 
procefs. It was a large wooden building, 
containing, like that juft defcribed, only 
one room ; and was provided with ranges of 
brcKtd benches, placed like fleps one above 
the other, almoft to the height of the cid^ 
ing. Within were about twenty perfons un- 
dre&d ; lome were lying upon the benches ; 
ibme were fitting ; others ftanding ; fome 
were wafhing their bodies with fbap ; others 
rubbing ^mielves with fmall brandies of 
oak-leaves tied together like a rod; fome 
were pouring hot water upon their heads, 
odbers cold watery a few, almoft exhaufted 
by the heat, were ftanding in the open air, or 
repeatedly plungpvig into the Volkof *• 

IfeaH 

* Travellers are too apt not to dlJ|lingQifli between tiie 
coftoms of the common people and thofe of the nobles i 
f ften imputing to the latter what is true only of the former,. 
The AbbedeChappe^in his acconntof his Journey thro«^ 
Siberia, has in many inftanoes been guilty cf thb jAr' 
furdity; ^d the reader is led to conclude from his nar-^ 
rative, that the nobles bathe promifcuoufly in public like 
the common people ; that they are equally addi<9:ed to fpl-r 
tkuoits tiquors i and Uiat they are as rude and indegant in 

their 
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I fhall a4d On this fubjea tl^ following 
afccmtnt communicated to me by an Englilh 
gchtleman at Peterfburgh> who wa^ ordered 
to bathe for his health. *^ Th^ bathing-room 
^^ was ftnall and low, and contamed a heap 
'* of large ftones piled over a fire, and two 
^* broad benches, one near the gimind, anfl 
'♦' the other near the cieling. Small booketi 
^^ of water being occafionally thfawn tappoh 
** the heated ftones, filled the room widi a 
•** hot and fuffbcating vapour ; wfeidi, ilf&m 
*' its tendency to afcend, rendered the }sipp& 
'^ part much hotter than the lower. Having 
^^ taketi off my clothes, I laid my^lf down 

ihdr entertaimneifts and behavi^tn-i; the r^ry reroofe Hf 
which is the hQ. The author of the Anti(k)te to bis. 
Travels has not failed, with a glow of national patriotiiniy 
to cenfure fuch indifcriminate accounts. In lio OHfe in- 
ftance has*the Ab\f€ ^een more erroneous than in hits db* 
fcription of the i>adis. After a ludicrous rdation «f tketi^ 
he adds, ^^ Thefe baths are in i^ all over Ruflia; eyeqr 
** iriiabitant of this vaft tra£l of land, from the foveieign 
** to the meaneft fubjefl, bathes twice a week, and in die 
** feme manner. Ev^ry individiral, even of tJie fitialleft 
^^ Ibrtutte, ^as a p^rivate^^h in his own hqufe, in wkidi tile 
^^ fether, mother, and children fometimes bathe all to- 
** gether," And again, " The baths of the rich difFer 
^* only from thofe of the poor people in being more clean/* 
But fudi Ihameflil mifreprefentations fcarcely 3erervc to be 
Iji^entionedl, wereiit^iiotto (sxpofe then: fidfity. 

**upon 
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** Upon the highcft bench ; while the bath- 
" ing woman was preparing tubs of hot and 
'* cold water, and continued to increafe the 
** vapour in the manner above mentioned* 
Having dipped a branch of twigs into the 
hot water, fhe repeatedly fprinkled, and 
*^ then rubbed with it my whole body. In 
•* about half an hour I removed to the lower 
** bench, which I found much cooler ; when 
^' the bathing- woman lathered me from head 
** to foot with foap, fcrubbed me with flannel 
•* for the ipace of ten mihutes ; and thrown 
ing feveral buckets of warm water over 
me, till the foap was entirely waftied off, 
fhe finally dried me with napkins. As I 
** put on my clothes in a room without a 
•' fire, I had an opportunity of remarking, 
" that the cold air had little effe^ on my 
<« body, though in fo heated a flate ; for while 
** I was drcffing, I felt a glow of warmth 
*• which continued during the whole night. 
** This circumftance convinced me, that, when 
** the natives rufh from the vapour-baths into 
*^ the river, or even roll in the fnow, their 
** fenf^tions are in no refpedl dilagreeable, nor 
** the effects in any degree unwholefomc.'* 

Though the hardinefs of the Ruflians has, 
with reafon, been generally attributed to the 

fuddcn 
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fiidden extremes of heat and cold, which they 
experience on thefc occafions ; yet other caufes 
are not wanting that may coficur to this effeft* 
The peafants change their drefs without the 
leaft attention to the variation of the feafons ; 
on the fame day they wear only their coarfe 
fliirts and drawers, or are clad in the warmeft 
clothing* They are totally unacquainted with 
the luxury of beds ; fleeping either upon, the 
tops of their ftoves, or on the bare floor, 
fometimcs in their clothes, and at other times 
almoft naked. Their cottages alfo are ren- 
dered exceedingly hot, from the number of 
perfbns crowded into a fmall fpace, and from 
the ftoves, which are almoft always heated^ 
even in the midft of fummer ; fo that when 
they go out, it is like iffuing from a warm 
bath into the open air. The children are ;iot 
tenderly nurtured, but are equally inured from 
their earlieft infancy to the moft oppofitc ex- 
tremes. We feldom, indeed, paflbd through 
a village, in which we did not obferve feveral 
running about the ftreets ; and others, who 
were fcarcely able to crawl, ftaiiding or lying 
near the doors of the cottages, with no other 
covering than their fhirts, even in rainy or 
frofty weather. Thus the natives are ufcd to 
fudden changes of heat and cold, and acco^ 

^. turned 
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tomed from their ia&ncy tp the Imt^ik ]{^ 
of life. 

On the evening of the 3d c^ Februaiy. 

1779, we took our departure from Peterf- 

burght and, travelling all night, jyrived on the 

following day at Wiburgh. I took the fol- 

k>wing precautions to guard againft the cold. 

I had on a fuit of Bath-drugget lined with 

flannel ; two pair of worfted ftockings ; llip^ 

pcrs, over which I drew hoots wdl fecuiwJ 

with flannel and fur : theib boots I generally 

wore in the carriage, but pulled off when I 

entered a houfe. If the weather had proved 

uncommonly fevere, I was provided with a 

kind of fhcep^flcin cafe, with the wool on the 

kifide, for each of my legs, which reaphed to 

my waift,. and was large enough to inclofe 

my boots. I wrapped round my body a great 

coat of blue imnkeen, lined with lamb-fldn ; 

and occafionally added a large' peltfe, or fur 

robe. I had a bear's-ikin muff 5 and my head 

was enveloped in a black velvet cap, quilted 

with filk and cotton, which covered my 

cheeks, was tied under my chin, and mighty 

if neceflStry, be drawn otcr tl:^ face. Thus 

accoutred, I could venture to idefy even the 

cold of Lapland, whither pur coude wa$ di-« 

reScd* 

2, Our 



C.8. JOURNEY THROUGH FINLAND. 465 

Our train confifted of eight fledges, includ- 
ing thofe appropriated to the baggage ; as, on 
account of the narrownefs of the roads, each 
perfon had a feparate carriage. There are va- 
rious kinds of fledges ufed for travelling in 
this country : fome are entirely clofe ; others 
quite open 5 thofe which we employed were 
partly open, and partly covered. A fledge of 
this fort is Ihaped like a cradle; its tilt, 
which rifes from the hinder extremity, and 
projecfls to about two feet, was open in front, 
but provided with curtains, which might be 
dtawn and tied together whenever the weather 
was fevere *. The outfide was fecured with 
matting and oil-flcin ; and the infide with 
coarfe cloth . Within was a mattrafs, feather- 
bed, and coverlid, or quilt of coarfe cloth. 
In this travelling couch I fbmetimes lay ex- 
tended ^at full length; foilietimes fat crofs- 
legged like a Turk ; and at other times raifed 
myfelf on a feat formed by two cufhions/ 
Each fledge was drawn by two horfes, ^vhich, 
on account of the narrownefs of the roads, 
were hameflfed one before the other. The 
ufud rate of travelling is from fix to eight 
miles in the hour. The motion of the car- 

^ The reader will fee the form of a fledge in the back- 
ground of the engraving of Ae Ruffian pcafant, in VoK II* - 

riage 
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riage over the beaten fnow was £o cafy, as to be 
almoft imperceptible ; and I never perform- 
ed any journey in a more commodious man- 
ner. Though we continued our route during 
the night, and there was no moon ; yet an 
Aurora Borealisy and •the whitenefs of the 
fnow, fupplied an agreeable fpecies of twi- 
light. The road, or rather path, through^ 
which our route lay, was fcarcely more than 
a yard in breadth, funk two or three feet be- 
neath the level of the fnow, and, hardened 
by the repeated preffure of the horfes and 
fledges. When two carriages met in this nar- 
row track ; the horfes, .which turned out of 
the Way, funk into the foft untrodden fnow 
as high as their girths. 

Feb. 4. Upon our arrival at Wiburgh about 
noon, we were conducted, by the governor's 
recommendation, to the houfe of a merchant, 

I- 

who entertained us in the moft hoipitablc 
i^nner. 

Ruffian Finland, which formerly belonged 
to the Swedes, was partly ceded to the Ruf- 
fians by the peace of Nyftadt in 1721, and 
partly at die treaty of Abo in 1743. This 
province retains moft of its antient privileges, 
with fome occafional modifications, which 
have been neceffarily introduced under the^ 

new 
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new government. The country produces, be- 
fide pafture, rye, oats, and barley, but not 
Sufficient for the inhabitants. Wiburgh re- 
taias its own civil and criminal courts of 
j.uftice: in penal cafes, not capital, the pu- 
nifhments prefcribed by the provincial judi- 
cature are inflifted ; but w^henever a criminal 
is condemned to death, the Ruffian laws in- 
terpofe, and, reprieving him from the fen- 
tence of beheading or hanging, as enjoined by 
the Swediffi code, cpnfign him to the knoot 
and tranfportation to Siberia. In the gover- 
nor's court, bufinefs is tranfadted in the Swed- 
ifh^ German, and Ruffian tongues : the pea- 
fants talk only the Finnifh dialed: ; but the 
inhabitants of the towns underiland alfo Swed- 
iih, and many of them German . Th? Lur- 
theran is the eftabhfhed religion of the pro-r 
vince ; but the Greek worfljip has been lately 
introduced by the Ruffians. The Lutheraji 
clergy, confideriijg the cheapnefs of provi^ 
lions, and the fipall prpgrefs which luxury has 
made in this country, enjoy falarics not in- 
adequate to their ftations, fome of their bene- 
fices amounting to £. 200 pej: aonum, and thq 
Joweft to jT. j;2ip. 

Wiburgh, the capital of Ruffian Finland^ 
is a fortified town, and contairis abouj; 9000 
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inhabitants ; a few houfes are conflrufted with 
brick, but the greateft part are of wood. The 
principal commerce of the province is car- 
ried on at this place. The merchant, in whofe 
houfe we were lodged, informed me, that the 
exports, the greateft part of which are pur- 
chafed by the Englifh, are planks, tallow, 
pitch> and tar ; and the imports^ which are 
moftly fuppliqji from France and Holland, 
wine, fpices, and fait ; that in 1778, 99 fhips 
arrived there, of which 65 were Englifh. 

Feb. 5. Having received an invitation to 
dinner from the governor, we repaired to his 
houie at one o'clock, and partook of an ele- 
gant repaft, at the conclufion of which we 
returned to our lodgings ; and having paid 
our warmeft thanks (for he would accept na 
other acknowledgements) to our hofpitable 
landlord, we quitted Wiburgh, and purfued 
cur journey through the night. In our route 
we did not once experience the leaft delay 
for want of horfes ; the governor having, 
with that polite attention which marked his 
charafter, fent- previous orders, that relays 
ihould be ready for us at every poft. The coun- 
try through which we pafled was a fucceffion 
of hill and dale, abounding with forefts of fir 
and beech, interfperfed with numerous lakes, 

and 
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and thickly overfpread with fhattercd frag- 
ments of granite, which looked like the wrecks 
of mountains. There was no moon, nor ercn 
the fmalleft gleam of an Aurora Borealis^ yet 
the fnow caft a ftrong light ^ and our train 
of fledges made a very pidurefque appearance, 
as they winded round the whitened hills y 
pierced into the thick forefls ; or extended in 
a ftraight line along the frozen furface of the 
lakes. During our courfe, the ftill filencc 
of the night was frequently relieved by the 
carols of our drivers, who fang the moft Am- 
ple and pleafing airs. In this progrefs I be» 
guiled the length of the journey, . either by 
liftening to their fongs echoed by the fur- 
rounding forefts ; by admiring the upufual 
caft of the nodturnal fcenery^ or by flum- 
bering in my travelling couch as comfortably 
as in a bed. The weather was uncommonly 
warm for the feafon of the year, the mercury 
in the thermometer fcarcely defcending at 
midnight more than three degrees below freez- 
ing point. 

Feb. 6. We arrived about nine in the morn- 
ing at Frederickfhanm 5 and took up pur lodg- 
ing at an inn, where we mtX with ,very com- 
fortable accommodations, 

Frederickfliamn, when in the pofleflion of 

H h « the 
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the Swedes, was only a fmall village, hut 
has been fortified by the Ruffians, for the 
purpofe of fecuring the diftrid: in Finland, 
which was ceded to them at the peace of 
Abo. The town is fmall and regular : in the 
centre is a fquare, from which the ftreets 
extend at right angles. The houfes, except- 
ing one of brick, are all built of wood, but 
in the neateft manner. The fortifications are 
very ftrong : the garrifon and feveral com- 
panies of foldiers, quartered in the neighbour- 
ing villages, amount to about 6000 troops. 
The inhabitants carry on a fmall commerce 
with England and Holland -, export planks 
an4 tallow ; and import fait and tobacco. 

The governor of Wiburgh having pre- 
vioufly difpatched a letter of recommenda- 
tion in our favour to the commander of the 
garrifon of Frederickfhamn; the latter, accom- 
panied with the officers of his corps, ho- 
noured us with a vifit immediately upon our 
arrival, and invited us to dinner. Thefe marks 
of attention and hofpitality are always pleaf- 
ing to travellers in a foreign country; but 
were greatly enhanced in fuch a feafoa of 
drearinefs. Our hoft, an old German offi- 
cer, who had feen much fervice, and pof- 
fefled all that liberal franknefs generally con- 

fpicuous 
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fpicuous in veterans, enlivened an excellent 
entertainment with the vivacity of his con- 
verfation. The floors of the apartments^ in- 
Head of being covered with carpets, wei-e, 
according to a cuftom not unufual in thefc 
parts, ftrewed with leaves and fmall twigs of 
pines and firs ; which afford, when bruifed, 
a pleafant fmell, and give a cleanly appear- 
ance to the rooms, 

Feb. 7. From Frederickfhamn we continued 
our journey through a hilly country abound- 
ing with forefts and lakes, and in about 
34 miles arrived at the frontiers of this em- 
pire. 

The peafants of Finland differ widely from 
the Ruffians in their look and drefs : they 
had for the moft part fair complexions, and 
many of them red hair: they fhave th^r 
beards, wear their hair parted at the top, 
and hanging to a confiderablC; length over 
their fhoulders *• We could not avoid re- 
marking, that they were in general more ci- 
vilized than the Ruffians ; and that even in 
the fmalleft villages we were able to pro- 
cure much better accommodations, than we 

♦ TTie Ruffians have generally dark complexions and 
hair : they alio wear their beards, and cut their hair ^ort. 

ufually 
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ufually met with in the largeft towns which 
we had hitherto vifited in this empire. The 
inhabitants of this province enjoy confider- 
able privileges, and profefs a different reli- 
gion : how far thefe circumftances may ren- 
der them more enlightened than the Ruffians 
is a curious queftio'n, which cannot be an- 
fwered by us who continued in the country 
during fo ihort a time. 
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